
A Thought to Ponder 

"You are not the darkness you endured. You are the light that refused to surrender.” 

– John Mark Green, Poet (October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month) 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

Oct. 4, 2026 World Communion Sunday 10:30 am 

https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship (Australia) Grace Thomas 

One: We gather today as the people of God, as a community of Christ’s 

followers. 

All: We gather to share Word and sacrament, to discern the ways  

of faithful service. 

One: We serve our God in this community and throughout every land. 

All: Let us serve by working toward justice where there is oppression, 

by offering comfort where there is pain, by sharing love where 

there is hatred. 

One: The Spirit beckons us, because Jesus calls us to enact our faith. 

All: Let us now worship the one who calls us! 

*Opening Hymn “Let Us Build a House” 301 

*Prayer of Confession (South Africa) Grace Thomas 

One: For our failure to feel the sufferings of others, and our tendency  

to live comfortably with injustice, 

All: God forgive us. 

One: For the self-righteousness which denies guilt, and the self-interest 

which strangles compassion, 

All: God forgive us. 

One: For those who live their lives in careless unconcern, who cry  

‘Peace, peace’ when there is no peace, 

All: We ask your mercy. continued next page 



One: For our failings in community, our lack of understanding, 

All: We ask your mercy. 

One: For the times when we are too eager to be better than others, when 

we are too rushed to care, when we are too tired to bother, when we 

don’t really listen, when we are too quick to act from motives other 

than love, 

All: God forgive us. 

*Assurance of Grace (Bangladesh) Grace Thomas 

One: Know that God loves you. From the very beginning God’s loving mercy 

has been poured out upon you. God loves you like a parent embracing 

you. God watches over you, guiding you each day. On behalf of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior: we are forgiven; forgive others. We are restored; 

restore others. 

All: We are reconciled with God; we will be reconciled with others, 

in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Thanks  

be to God. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace Grace Thomas 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and  

one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time of the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “These Treasured Children” (vss 1 & 4) 487 

Scripture John 13:12–17; 34–35 (NT: 107 | LPNT: 131) 

 1 Peter 4:8–11 (NT: 235 | LPNT: 285) 

Message 



Faith Talk Karen Diller 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Build a Longer Table” arr. John Helgen 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Generous God, as we bring our gifts, we ask that you receive them 

and endow us with wisdom and discernment to be good stewards of 

your abundant blessings. Multiply these humble offerings, that they 

may bear fruit in a world longing for justice, flourishing, and joy. Amen. 

Sacrament of Communion 

Communion will be by intinction; please take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, 

and return to your seat. If you are unable to come forward, a server will come to you. 

The juice is non-alcoholic. Gluten free is available as well. 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread & Cup 



Prayer following Communion 

God of every nation and generation, gather us into the great company 

of your people—those who have gone before us, those who worship 

beside us, and those we may never meet in this life. Until the day 

when every people and every nation are gathered into your eternal 

feast, keep us faithful to one another and to you. Send us from this 

table as people of Christ’s peace. One body. One Spirit. One Lord. 

One faith. One hope. One table. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Together We Serve” 767 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “What Does the Lord Require of You?” 70 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush, Mary Koon & Erica Schemper; 

Liturgist: Grace Thomas | Musicians: Chancel Choir; 

Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Greg Johnson & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Donna & Curt Lambrecht | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Jan & Dale Kidd, in celebration of World Communion Sunday, and by  

the Oak Grove Mission Committee, in appreciation of Pat Latourelle for  

her many years of service recruiting drivers for Meals on Wheels. 

Note: Portions of this liturgy are adapted from A Global Table of Grace from the Global 

Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00–10:00 am 

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. 

Oct. 11: Sarah Utter: The Power of Listening. Exploring the power of human connection 

and why feeling heard and understood matters so much, plus practical tools for  

listening with greater presence, curiosity, and empathy. Sarah is a trained Deep  

Listening Group Facilitator through SeekHealing, and facilitates Deep Listening 

Groups, including one here at Oak Grove. 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–12th grades) will meet in room 5 (middle school)  

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

Tai Chi Classes: Tuesdays & Fridays (5:45–7:15 pm) 

Basic tai chi classes will be offered at Oak Grove in the Community Room beginning 

Sept. 22. The classes will be an introduction to Yang-style tai chi known for its  

slow, graceful, continuous, and soft circular movements. Come when you can.  

No experience necessary and all ages welcome. Please use the choir entrance  

(door #7). 

Matthew Black Concert: Wednesday, Oct. 21 (6:30 pm) 

Matthew was last at Oak Grove in July 2025. Come for dinner (baked potato bar) 

provided by our wonderful kitchen crew at 5:45 pm and then stay for the free concert.  

He is an indie-folk singer- songwriter known for incisive lyrics and singable melodies. 

The literal son of a preacher man, Matthew left his job as a mild-mannered IT  

manager in 2022 to make music full-time. He’s been compared to songwriter heroes 

like Cat Stevens and Paul Simon, along with contemporaries Jason Isbell, Sufjan 

Stevens, and Joe Pug. His sophomore album, A Little Closer, was released in 2024. 

Gold Name Tags 

Are you wondering why some worshippers have gold-colored name tags? They are 

worn by people who are not yet members of Oak Grove. We do this so that people 

can warmly greet those with the different name tags. Please welcome them by  

introducing yourself. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Oct. 5 | Building & Ops (10:30–11:30 am) 

 Contact Rod Myers (612-670-3886) 

Oct. 6 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

 Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194) 

Oct. 6 | Covenant Circle Bible Study (3–4:00 pm) 

 Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684) 

Oct. 7 | Spiritual Book Club (12–1:00 pm) 

 Sabbath as Resistance  

 by Walter Brueggeman 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Oct. 7 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45–7:00 pm) 

 Brats & Potato Salad 

 ($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family) 

Oct. 8 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday, Oct. 31: Trunk or Treat 

Come one, come all! Wear a costume, 

pull up your car and provide treats for 

excited trick-or-treaters! We know we’ll 

have a great time. 

Please plan to arrive by 10:15 am (the 

event begins at 10:30 am) to set up in 

the upper parking lot. If we have more, 

we’ll continue into the lower lot. We 

hope to see you there! 

There will be a short congregational meeting immediately following worship to 

elect the incoming class of Elders and Deacons, as well as members-at-large  

to the Nominating Committee. 

Join us in the social hall following the congregational meeting for a waffle breakfast 

complete with lots of toppings, hash browns, sausage, and orange juice prepared  

by Oak Grove youth! Free will donations will be gratefully accepted. 

Congregational Meeting & Waffle Breakfast: Sunday, Oct. 25 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

