Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!
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Sept. 27, 2026 18th Sunday after Pentecost

10:30 am

A Thought to Ponder
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"It is the obligation of every person born in a safer room to open the door when

someone in danger knocks.” — Dina Nayeri, novelist & essayist



https://www.oakgrv.org

Prelude

We Gather in God’s Name

Welcome & Announcements

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 25) Barb Deese
One: To you, O God, we lift up our souls. We trust you!
All: Make your ways known to us. Teach us your truths.
One: To you, O God, we lift up our souls. We follow you!
All: Lead us in your ways. Your path liberates and saves.
One: To you, O God, we lift up our souls. We follow you!
All:  Guide us in humility and goodness. Praise the Holy One!
Let us worship God!
*Opening Hymn “O God in Whom Al Life Begins” 308
*Prayer of Confession Barb Deese
All:  Holy God, you demonstrate the way of love and community, yet

so often we turn immediately to quarrels and complaints
against one another and against you rather than helpful ways of
communicating and confronting conflict. Teach us to be loving,
even as we struggle. Stir up compassion and accountability in
our interactions. Remind us that you are with us even through
tests, trials, and disappointments. Transform us with trust and
care to be faithful and to seek you in prayer when we feel driven
to quarrel and complaint. Amen.



*Assurance of Grace Barb Deese

One: The Holy One meets us with compassion and care even when we
do not embody our best or strive for the goodness of God.

All: Let us follow in the path of trust and faithful remembering of
what God has done for us and how God has empowered us
for transformation and new life. Amen.

Passing of the Peace Barb Deese

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one
another. The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)

We Listen for God’s Word

Time of the Young & Young at Heart

Hymn of Response “These Treasured Children” (vss 1 & 3) 487
Scripture Philippians 2:1-13 (NT: 197 | LPNT: 240)
Message

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory “Give Me Jesus” arr. by Benjamin Harlan

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,
and Holy Ghost. AMEN.



*Prayer of Dedication

Loving God, may the gifts that we bring reflect the generosity of your
abundance and goodness. As we present our offerings before you,
we ask that you bless them for your glory and magnify them for your
people. Amen.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (“Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” 761
*Benediction

Sending Song “What Does the Lord Require of You?” 70
Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
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Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastor: Bart Roush;

Liturgist: Barb Deese | Musicians: Chancel Choir;
Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Andy Snyder, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow;

Greeter: Carol McCarthy | Custodian: Bear Brown



Chancel flowers are given today by
Oak Grove, in recognition and support of the National Alliance
on Mental lliness, and by Kirsten Jansen, in memory of parents,
Susie & Nolan Asleson, and sister, Carrie Holo.

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church

Welcome, Oak Grove
members and visitors,
we’re glad you’re here!

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth
Care, Covenant Network, and More Light
Congregation.

The congregation of Oak Grove values its
roots that go back more than 150 years,
even as we follow the movement of the
Spirit into new ways of being and doing.

We always welcome your suggestions.

Prayer Requests

Please contact the church office to let
us know when you have new requests
or updates for family and friends, or
when a death occurs so we can support
and care for you or your loved one.

ogpc@oakgrv.org
952-888-4621

Congregational Meeting: Sunday, Oct. 25

There will be a short congregational meeting immediately following worship to
elect the incoming class of Elders and Deacons, as well as members-at-large
to the Nominating Committee. We hope you will join us!
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OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00-10:00 am

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments.

Sept. 27: Pastor Bart: The Role of Christian Witness in Public Life, part 2. How does
our Christian faith and call to follow Jesus affect our public life together? We'll be
examining this topic using materials from ISAIAH.

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding
to their classrooms. Youth (6th—12th grades) will meet in room 5 (middle school)
on the lower level for Sunday School.

New Member Inquiry Class & Luncheon: Sunday, Oct. 4 (after worship)

If you are interested in learning more about Oak Grove, and/or interested in joining
the church, please join us for lunch following 10:30 am worship. We’ll have a time of
introductions, learn about Oak Grove, its ministries and values, and the Presbyterian
Church USA. Those who wish will be offered a tour of the building. If you are interested
in attending, please contact Sandy Crum (952-715-1252 or crumsandy@gmail.com).

Notary Services

Oak Grove has a commissioned Notary Public on staff. Church members may have
documents notarized free of charge. Simply call ahead (952-888-4621) to schedule a
convenient date and time. Please note that we are not able to notarize real estate
documents.

Tai Chi Classes: Tuesdays & Fridays (5:45-7:15 pm)

Basic tai chi classes will be offered at Oak Grove in the Community Room beginning
Sept. 22. The classes will be an introduction to Yang-style tai chi known for its
slow, graceful, continuous, and soft circular movements. Come when you can.
No experience necessary and all ages welcome. Please use the choir entrance
(door #7).



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Sept. 28 | Helen Knipe Memorial Service (11 am)
Visitation begins at 10 am
https://bit.ly/ogpc-helen-knipe

Sept. 28 | Listening Group (1-2:30 pm)
Contact Pastor Mary

Sept. 30 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45—7:00 pm)
State Fair Fare
($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family)

Oct. 1 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138)

Oct. 6 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon)
Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd)
Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194)

Oct. 6 | Covenant Circle Bible Study (3—4:00 pm)
Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684)

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted.

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, Oct. 31: Trunk or Treat

Come one, come alll Wear a costume,
pull up your car and provide treats for
excited trick-or-treaters! We know we’ll
have a great time.

Please plan to arrive by 10:15 am (the
event begins at 10:30 am) to set up in
the upper parking lot. If we have more,
we’ll continue into the lower lot. We
hope to see you there!

Golden Harvest Dinner: Sunday, Oct. 18 (following worship)

Invitations have been sent to those 80+ years old (or turning 80 this year) and
Friend-to-Friends. Join us for food, fellowship and good times. On the menu this
year are Swedish meatballs, several side dishes and pie for dessert. Please
RSVP by calling the church office (952-888-4621) by Monday, Oct. 5. We look
forward to sharing this special day with you!
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Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.
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