
A Thought to Ponder 

"Whether we and our politicians know it or not, Nature is party to all our deals 

and decisions, and she has more votes, a longer memory, and a sterner sense 

of justice than we do.” – Wendell Berry, American novelist & poet 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude “Pachelbel Canon” Handbells 

Welcome & Announcements 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 105) Stephen Jones 

One: O give thanks to the Holy One! Tell of God’s wonderful works. 

All: Declare God’s marvelous deeds among the peoples. 

One: O give thanks to the Holy One! Give glory and rejoice! 

All: Sing praises to our God! Let our hearts be glad! 

One: O give thanks to the Holy One: Remember the miracles  

and the judgments. 

All: The Holy One has remembered us. Let us worship God! 

*Opening Hymn “For the Fruit of All Creation” 36 

*Prayer of Confession Stephen Jones 

All: Loving God, it is never easy for us to confess, but deep down 

inside, we know that even as we have received grace, we have 

trouble being grace-full to others; even as we are forgiven, we 

are eager to judge and punish all who hurt us; even as we are 

given freedom, we find ways to put restrictions on people we 

fear. Forgive us, Servant God. You show mercy more often than 

we deserve; you pardon us more times than we can count. Amen. 

*Assurance of Grace Stephen Jones 

One: God's hand of mercy is stretched out to us, making a way through all 

that threatens us, to touch us with grace and hope. 

All: We stand before our God, singing praise to the One who turns 

our despair into joy, our fears into faith. Thanks be to God, Amen! 



Passing of the Peace Stephen Jones 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time of the Young & Young at Heart 

Presentation of Bibles to Third Graders 

Anthem “Fairest Lord Jesus” Handbells 

Scripture Matthew 20:1–16 (NT: 21 | LPNT: 26) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Many Gifts, One Spirit” by Allen Pote 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Loving God, thank you for the opportunity to participate in spreading 

the good news through the impact of the resources we offer today. 

Bless these gifts, magnify them, and sanctify them for your glory. Amen. 



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 366 

*Benediction 

Judy Cooper’s 40th Anniversary Celebration 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush, Mary Koon & Erica Schemper; 

Liturgist: Stephen Jones | Musicians: Handbell Choir & Chancel Choir; 

Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Pierce Flanagan & Randy Dop; 

Greeters: Paige Ferguson & Tod Short | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Nancy Jensen, in appreciation of Sunday School teachers  

& WoW! volunteers and by  

Oak Grove, in celebration of Judy Cooper’s 40th anniversary. 

The white rose on the baptismal font commemorates the completion  

of Baptism for Helen Knipe who joined the church triumphant  

on September 14, 2026. “In Life and Death we belong to God.” 



Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

On Sunday, Sept. 27, Oak Grove children will be making sub sandwiches to 

raise money for the South of the River CROP Hunger Walk. This event is a  

nationwide movement to raise funds to end hunger and poverty in the U.S. and 

around the world. 

To place an order, please fill out one form for each sandwich you are ordering. 

You can fill out a paper order form available at church OR an online form: 

https://bit.ly/subs26. Note that all sandwiches will include lettuce and tomato.  

Orders must be placed by Friday, Sept. 25 and each Sandwich is $7.50. Sandwiches 

can be picked up following the 10:30 am service on Sept. 27. 

CROP Hunger Walk Fundraiser 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org
https://bit.ly/subs26


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00–10:00 am 

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. 

Sept. 27: Pastor Bart: The Role of Christan Witness in Public Life, part 2. How does 

our Christian faith and call to follow Jesus affect our public life together? We'll be 

examining this topic using materials from ISAIAH. 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–12th grades) will meet in the middle school room (5) 

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

New Member Inquiry Class & Luncheon: Sunday, Oct. 4 (after worship) 

If you are interested in learning more about Oak Grove, and/or interested in joining 

the church, please join us for lunch following 10:30 am worship. We’ll have a time of 

introductions, learn about Oak Grove, its ministries and values, and the Presbyterian 

Church USA. Those who wish will be offered a tour of the building. If you are interested 

in attending, please contact Sandy Crum (952-715-1252 or crumsandy@gmail.com). 

NAMIWalks: Saturday, Sept. 26 (9 am to Noon) 

Location: Minnehaha Regional Park (4801 S Minnehaha Dr, Minneapolis, 55417)  

NAMIWalks is the main fundraiser supporting the National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI). Donations will support the core mission of NAMI Minnesota providing mental 

health education, support, and advocacy. Help support NAMI’s mission of getting 

lifesaving information to a person or family when they desperately need it.  

Come walk with us! We will form a team of walkers – Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Walkers! and/or donate to our team. For information about how to join us/register 

or how to donate, contact Cecelia Laurie (calaurie78@gmail.com). 

Tai Chi Classes: Tuesdays & Fridays (5:45–7:15 pm) 

Basic tai chi classes will be offered at Oak Grove in the Community Room beginning 

Sept. 22. The classes will be an introduction to Yang-style tai chi known for its  

slow, graceful, continuous, and soft circular movements. Come when you can.  

No experience necessary and all ages welcome. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Sept. 22 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10a–Noon 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

Sept. 22 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30–11:30 am) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Sept. 22 | Session (6:45–8:15 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Bart 

Sept. 23 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45–7:00 pm) 

 Tacos 

 ($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family) 

Sept. 24 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

Sept. 28 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Hearing Aids 

Available for Worship 

Oak Grove has some hearing aids 

available to use during your time in the 

sanctuary and in the social hall which 

are very easy to use. Please see one 

of the ushers to help you. You will be 

given a small handheld device to set 

the volume, and an ear clip. After you 

have used them just return to the cabinet 

in the narthex. We hope this device will 

make worship a more meaningful  

experience for those who are hearing 

impaired. 

Please consider joining us for fun, fresh air, fellowship and hard work. This event is for 

all ages and abilities, with many Oak Grovers returning year after year. Families can 

treat this event as an introduction to Clearwater Forest to see the opportunities for 

young camp attendees. Free time can be spent hiking, biking, kayaking, swimming,  

or just relaxing in a beautiful outdoor setting. 

We’ll have campsites and some rooms with beds available if you would like to come  

up the night before and/or stay Saturday evening. Coming up for just the day is also  

an option and definitely encouraged. We are also looking for folks to bring a couple  

of pop-up canopies to provide some shade during rest breaks. Many hands make light 

work. Interested in going or learning more? Contact Cathy Colborn (952-237-6012  

or cjcolborn@mac.com). 

Woodcutting at Clearwater Forest: Saturday, Sept. 26 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

