
A Thought to Ponder 

"God spoke today in flowers, and I, who was waiting on words, almost missed 

the conversation." – Ingrid Goff-Maidoff, author 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

Sept. 6, 2026 15th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 am 

I’ve been 
  meaning 
     to ask… 

sacred conversation 

https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Eugene Orr 

One: Our call to worship this morning invites us to remember that we 

come to this time and this place with our whole selves: body, mind, 

and spirit. I invite you to listen and join in this sensory scan of our 

surroundings to help us open our minds to curiosity, wonder, and awe. 

All: This space is holy, this space is special, God is here. We are 

open to possibility. 

One:  I invite you to close your eyes… 

…Take a deep breath in and release it. Make eye contact with  

a neighbor. Now breathe in and breathe out. 

All: This space is holy, this space is special, God is here. We are 

open to possibility. 

*Opening Hymn “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 408 

*Prayer of Confession Eugene Orr 

All: Gracious God, you have called us to be the body of Christ  

together. And yet, we are not always brave enough to truly learn 

about each other, to ask, to answer, to understand, to learn how 

to be the body together. Forgive us our fear, timidity, and  

misunderstandings. Soften our hearts, open us to know each 

other, and strengthen our bonds as your beloved community. Amen. 



*Assurance of Grace Eugene Orr 

One: Dear friends, this is the good news of the Gospel: in Jesus Christ,  

we are forgiven and reconciled to God and to each other. 

All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace Eugene Orr 

One: Let us greet one another as God’s beloved. The peace of Christ be 

with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Scripture John 15:9–17 (NT: 109 | LPNT: 134) 

Message Conversation 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory Welcome by Zelman & Miller 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Generous One, in Jesus Christ you gave the gift of your own self. May 

our openness to each other and to the world be a reflection of your 

grace and gratitude embodied by Jesus Christ. May our generosity 

reflect our gratitude and our giving be another source of praise. Amen. 



Sacrament of Communion 

Communion will be by intinction; please take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, 

and return to your seat. If you are unable to come forward, a server will come to you. 

The juice is non-alcoholic. Gluten free is available as well. 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We offer them to God. 

The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread & Cup 

Prayer following Communion 

God of conversation, this space is holy, this space is special, this 

space is unique: because we are fed, we are seen, we belong. Help  

us remain open to possibility. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 306 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens) 



Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors, we’re 

glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Erica Schemper & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Eugene Orr | Musicians: Summertime Singers; 

Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Bob Gerdes, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeter: Carol Long | Volunteer Custodian: Bob Heise 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Bob Ritter, in memory of Etta & Walter Conover (grand aunt & uncle),  

and by Rod & Sarajane Myers in honor of  

all Sunday School teachers and WoW! volunteers. 

Next Sunday, Sept. 13, our guest musicians will be a jazz trio led by Bryan Nichols. 

Bryan is the son of Cindy and Dick Nichols. Chancel choir will also be back in their  

places ready to sing! 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Call for Ushers: One of the hallmarks of Oak Grove Church is its welcoming  

nature. As an usher, you might be the first point of contact for worshippers,  

providing a crucial first impression of that welcoming nature. 

Ushers are an important part of each Sunday’s worship. At Oak Grove, ushers typically 

serve one Sunday each month. There may also be opportunities for special services 

throughout the year. We particularly need ushers for the first and second weeks of 

the month as well as the occasional fifth Sunday. Contact Sharon Solomon (612-

749-8607) if you are willing to serve. 

Are you thinking about joining choir? Now’s the time! 

Chancel Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 7:15 pm in the choir room. 

No auditions are necessary; you can just show up or let Judy know ahead of time  

so she can have a folder ready for you! Rehearsals are every Wednesday evening 

7:15–8:30 pm. We begin singing in worship on Sunday, Sept. 13. Contact Judy 

Cooper if you have questions (952-250-9226 or jcooper@oakgrv.org). 

NAMIWalks: Saturday, Sept. 26 (9 am to Noon) 

Location: Minnehaha Regional Park (4801 S Minnehaha Dr, Minneapolis, 55417)  

NAMIWalks is the main fundraiser supporting the National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI). Donations will support the core mission of NAMI Minnesota providing mental 

health education, support, and advocacy. It represents a powerful chance to make a 

significant impact on mental health in our community. Help support NAMI’s mission 

of getting lifesaving information to a person or family when they desperately need it.  

Come walk with us! We will form a team of walkers – Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Walkers! and/or donate to our team. For information about how to join us/register or 

how to donate, contact Cecelia Laurie (calaurie78@gmail.com). She will also be in 

the narthex on Sundays. The information is also in the September Oak Leaves.  

Gold Name Tags: Are you wondering why some worshippers have gold-colored 

name tags? They are worn by people who are not yet members of Oak Grove. We 

do this so that people can warmly greet those with the different name tags. Please 

welcome them by introducing yourself. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Sept. 7 | Labor Day: Office Closed 

Sept. 10 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

Sept. 12 | Creative Crafters (9a–Noon) 

 Contact Ruth Dukelow (952-923-0799) 

Sept. 14 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Sept. 14 | Singles Fellowship (5–6:00 pm) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

Sept. 14 | Soul Sisters (7–8:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

All events are at Oak Grove  

unless otherwise noted. 

Youth Chime Choir  

begins Sept. 23 (5–5:45 pm) 

All kids ages 8 and up are welcome to 

join. Feel free to contact Eugene Orr if 

you have a younger child who might 

be ready; he can help you figure out if 

it will be a good fit. 

Wednesday rehearsals will happen 

whenever WoW is in session. To help 

Eugene prepare, send him an email 

(deugeneorr@gmail.com) if your child 

is interested in participating.  

Rally Day celebrates the beginning of the church calendar year. It’s a day to reassemble 

or “rally” together again after the relatively quieter days of church activities as people 

have been scattered and involved in the summer days of vacations, camps, and travel. 

It’s a day to gather and remember that we do not walk this faith journey alone. Before 

worship, (which moves to 10:30 am on this Sunday), join others in the fellowship hall 

beginning at 9:00 am where the various committees and groups of the church have  

information about the many wonderful ways we engage as a community to grow in and 

express our faith. There will also be amazing homemade cinnamon rolls to enjoy! 

We invite you to think about Rally Day as more than just a date on the calendar. It’s a 

chance for a homecoming and spiritual reset to look forward to the ways Christ is  

calling us together to love God and change lives. We hope to see you there! 

Rally Day: Sunday, Sept. 13 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

