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Fall at Oak Grove

Sunday, Sept. 13 is Rally Day!

Rally Day celebrates the beginning of the church
calendar year. It's a day to reassemble or “rally”
together again after the relatively quieter days of
church activities as people have been scattered and
involved in the summer days of vacations, camps,
and travel.

It's a day to gather and remember that we do not
walk this faith journey alone. Before worship, (which
moves to 10:30 am on this Sunday), join others in
the fellowship hall beginning at 9:00 am where the
various committees and groups of the church have
information about the many wonderful ways we engage
as a community to grow in and express our faith.
There will also be amazing homemade cinnamon
rolls to enjoy!

We invite you to think about Rally Day as more than
just a date on the calendar. It's a chance for a
homecoming and spiritual reset to look forward to
the ways Christ is calling us together to love God
and change lives.

Faith Formation for all ages:
begins Sunday, Sept. 20

Adults will meet 9-10:00 am most often in the Fireside
Room; join us in the social hall after for coffee.

Children and Youth faith formation will meet
9:30-10:15 am:

e Children (Preschool-5th grade) will begin
in the community room for movement and
meditation activity and then go to their
Sunday School classrooms.

e Youth (6th—8th grades) will meet downstairs
in the middle school room.

Wonderful Wednesdays (WoW!) Dinner &
Programs: begin Wednesday, Sept. 23

This mid-week gathering is a time of fellowship. Dinner
begins at 5:45 pm and no reservations are needed.
Please see the insert for each week's menu. The
suggested meal donation is $7 for adults, $4 for
children and $20 max per family.

Faith Formation for All Ages:
e Children: Preschool-5th grade (6:30—7:00 pm);
Sunday School classrooms
¢ Youth: 6th—8th grades (6:15-7:00 pm);
Youth Room
e Adults (6:30-7:00 pm); Fireside Room

WoW! Adult Education:

Join Pastor Bart to discuss and explore the scripture
that will be the basis for the sermon on the following
Sunday. No preparation is needed and all are welcome.

Choir Rehearsal:

e Children’s (K-5th grade); 6:15-6:30 pm;
Choir Room

e Chancel (7:15-8:15 pm); Choir Room.
Youth Chime Choir Rehearsal (5-5:45 pm)

Eugene Orr will again be leading our youth chime
choir which begins Sept. 23. All kids ages 8 and up
are welcome to join. Feel free to contact Eugene if
you have a younger child who might be ready; he
can help you figure out if that will be a good fit.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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FALL AT OAK GROVE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wednesday rehearsals will happen whenever
WoW is in session. To help Eugene prepare,
send him an email (deugeneorr@gmail.com)
if your child is interested in participating.

WoW! Intergenerational Activities:

September: “Getting to know you”

For this fun and interesting activity, we're
asking all ages, child through adult, to stay
together in the social hall for a fun opportunity
to learn more about your fellow Oak Grovers!

October: Matthew Black in Concert

Matthew Black is coming back to Oak Grove
for a free concert. Matthew was last at Oak
Grove in July 2025, and he will be back again
on Wednesday, Oct. 21. Come for dinner
provided by our wonderful kitchen crew at
5:45 pm, and then stay for the concert at
6:30 pm!

Matthew Black is an indie-folk singer-
songwriter known for incisive lyrics and singable
melodies. The literal son of a preacher man,
Matthew left his job as a mild-mannered IT
manager in 2022 to make music full-time. His
songs are honest, earnest, questioning, and
provocative. Humorous to deeply serious.
Profane to sacred. Simple, melodic tunes
that can transport you and make you believe
there might be meaning and kindness in a
chaotic world. And you'll still be humming the
chorus days later.

He’s been compared to songwriter heroes
like Cat Stevens and Paul Simon, along with
contemporaries Jason Isbell, Sufjan Stevens,
and Joe Pug. His sophomore album, A Little
Closer, was released in 2024.

You can learn more about Matthew at his
website: https://matthewblackmusic.com.

['feed your soul.”
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Golden Spotlight: Jim Carroll
submitted by Karen Gerdes

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group is selected at random
to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the lives of our “golden”
members whose lives shine with faith and love.

im Carroll was born in Atlanta, Ga.,
’ on May 4, 1937 which Jim called a
“‘vintage year.” He was oldest of four
children. They lived in Atlanta until Jim was
twelve and then loaded the Mercury and a
35-foot trailer and traveled to Tucson, Ariz.,
where the air would be better for his mother
to breathe. He loved living close to the Catalina
Mountains and found himself drawn to caring
for nature.

Jim attended the University of
Arizona where he studied Wildlife

Management. This is where
he met his wife, Joan, who
apparently played hard to
get as she considered Jim a
“fast mover.” He claims it's §&
because he was a good 4
dancer and all the girls wanted %
to dance with him. His favorite
tune was, “Up Town, Low Down.”
Although he was known to throw on his tap
shoes now and then and have a good time.

Yes, he did marry Joan (whose name means
“God’s Gracious Gift) and they had three children;
Kathy, David, and Peter. Because Jim
worked for the government in Fish and Wildlife
Management and Education, the family
moved many times: Arizona, Oklahoma,
Ohio, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. Jim loved
working outdoors, in fact, a man once said to
him, “You mean you actually get paid for
helping the fish and ducks?” Jim laughs every
time he thinks of that statement for isn’t that
the ultimate in life, to enjoy your job so much
that you consider it a gift to get paid for doing
what you love!

OAK LEAVES

Jim and Joan joined Oak Grove in September
of 1989. They both sang in the choir and Jim
attended Men’s Prayer Breakfast and every
other breakfast offered. He loved studying
the Bible, setting the tables for WoW! and
having long conversations. Boy Scouting was
very important in Jim’s life. He is an Eagle Scout
as are his two sons and two grandsons. Now
that's a legacy! He was also a member of
Lion’s Club and Toastmasters.

Joan died of cancer in 2006 and

Jim attended the Bloomington-
Richfield Grief Coalition following
her death. There, he met Bev
Haertel and would often
share a meal with her and
three other lady friends until
one day it was only Bev.
When Jim asked if she would
have coffee with him, Bev was
very clear that she was not looking
for a relationship. The rest is history.

He proposed to Bev while driving the car and
she took a week to answer. Her answer was
“yes” and they were married for 15 years. Jim
keeps photos of both women in his life and
talks about how he was “twice blessed.” Mary
Koon reflects that Jim was one of the most
devoted husbands she has ever seen and
never left the side of either wife when they
were sick.

Jim and Bev first lived in a house, then
Summerhouse and finally ended up at
Presbyterian Homes where Jim now resides.
His room faces the worksite for the new
building on 98th and Penn Avenue. He enjoys
watching the workers and the trucks, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 >>



GOLDEN SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

reports that since he was a young boy, just
barely elbow height, he has been an
“armchair’ contractor. He finds the building
and all the trucks fascinating. Looking out the
window is his entertainment.

Jim is a man who loves life, the world that
God created and the people that live in it. He
definitely loves music and will sing a song at
the ‘drop of a hat.” Thank you for gracing us
with your presence, Jim.

Woodcutting at Clearwater Forest: Saturday, Sept. 26

Please consider joining us for fun, fresh air,
fellowship and hard work. This event is for
all ages and abilities, with many Oak Grovers
returning year after year.

As always, the benefits of going to Clearwater
Forest are more than splitting wood for
Clearwater visitors and campers. Families
can treat this event as an introduction to the
property to see the opportunities for young
camp attendees. Free time can be spent
hiking, biking, kayaking, swimming, or just
relaxing in a beautiful outdoor setting.

We'll have campsites and some rooms with

beds available if you would like to come up
the night before and/or stay Saturday evening.
Coming up for just the day is also an option
and definitely encouraged.

We are also looking for folks to bring a couple
of pop-up canopies to provide some shade
during rest breaks.

Many hands make light work. Interested in
going or learing more? Contact Cathy Colbom
(cjcolborn@mac.com or 952-237-6012).

SEPTEMBER 2026
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Mission Corner: National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI)

:! Yhe Mission Committee has donated
to NAMI Minnesota for several
years. Our donation this year was

$2,500. NAMI Minnesota is a non-profit

organization dedicated to improving the lives

of children and adults with mental illnesses
and their families.

For more than 40 years, NAMI Minnesota
has worked to promote the development of
community mental health programs and services,
change public attitudes about mental ilinesses,
improve access to services and increase
opportunities for recovery. The core mission
of NAMI Minnesota is to provide education,
support, and advocacy for mental health.

Education: NAMI provides culturally responsive
and informed classes for family members
and friends of those with mental iliness, for
persons with mental iliness, for families of
children with mental illness, for youth
(presentations in the schools), employers,
and the general public, including classes on
suicide prevention. If you or anyone you
know is living with mental iliness in their family,
please consider exploring one of these classes.
They provide invaluable information and support.

Support: NAMI hosts and facilitates numerous
ongoing peer-led support groups. Support
groups can be a lifeline; you are not alone.
The collective wisdom of people going
through similar experiences cannot be beaten.
In addition, the Minnesota Helpline and Parent
Warmline offers one-to-one support, serving
as a link of hope for several thousand callers.

Advocacy: NAMI Minnesota is a leader at the
State Capitol identifying problems and solutions,
writing bills, testifying, and teaching people
how to advocate and tell their stories. NAMI
is co-chair of the Mental Health Legislative
Network, a coalition of over 40 organizations
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National Alliance on Mental lliness

MINNESOTA

dedicated to improving the mental health system.
This legislative session NAMI and partners
helped pass or improve nearly 100 pieces of
legislation to strengthen mental health
resources and care in Minnesota communities.

New Initiative: Healing Minnesota: Recovery
NOW, Mental Health Always

The following is an excerpt from the recent
issue of the NAMI newsletter.

Through partnerships, NAMI is creating spaces
for dialogue and healing, ensuring mental
health stays in the public conversation long
after the headlines disappear. This includes
broadening NAMI's mission, recognizing that
mental health affects every person, diagnosed
or not. This includes advocating for expansion
of access to quality mental health care,
strengthening culturally responsive services,
growing Minnesota’s mental health workforce,
and improving access in multicultural
communities and Greater Minnesota. Healing
Minnesota also intentionally connects mental
health to human rights. NAMI Minnesota is
developing its own report for submission to
the Minnesota Truth Council examining the
immigration enforcement surge, not as an
isolated event, but as part of a series of
traumatic experiences affecting our state.

For more information and a wealth of
resources, please visit: https://namimn.org.



https://namimn.org

NAMIWalks: Saturday, Sept. 26 (9 am to Noon)

lease support NAMI’s mission by 3. Select Team Member from the various
donating to and/or participating in options that appear
: the upcoming NAMIWalks, NAMI 4. Type in the team name Oak Grove
Minnesota’s signature fundraising event Presbyterian Walkers

celebrating its 20th anniversary. 5. Enter your information as guided

Location: Minnehaha Regional Park

(4801 S Minnehaha Dr, Minneapolis, 55417) You can also register with Cecelia Laurie.

There will be a sign-up list in the narthex or

e 9:00 am: Opening Remarks you can email her at calaurie78@gmail.com.
e 9:30 am: 5K Walk bggins; you can DONATE to NAMIWalks
turn around at any time
« 10:00 am: Mental Health Resource Donate directly to the team:
Fair, activities, music and more! 1. Visit: https://www.namiwalks.org/
NAMIWalks is the main fundraiser supporting minnesota
the National Alliance on Mental lliness 2. Click the Donate button
(NAMI). Donations will support the core mission 3. Enter team name Oak Grove
of NAMI Minnesota providing mental health Presbyterian Walkers and click
education, support, and advocacy. It represents the Search button
a powerful chance to make a significant impact 4. Click on the Teams tab

on mental health in our community.

COME WALK WITH US! We will form a
team of walkers, Oak Grove Presbyterian
Walkers! Join the team/register for the Walk:

5. Click the Donate Now! button

Donate to an individual Team Member.
Repeat steps 1-3 from above and click the
Donate Now! button next to the Team Member's

1. Visit: https://www.namiwalks.org/ name you wish to support

minnesota

2. Click the Register button, you will be
asked to log in or create an account

TOGETHER

. [MENTAL
#|HEALTH

> )
for ,}

A W

@NAMIWalks

-~
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Outdoor Worship & Annual Church Lunch

On Sunday, Aug. 2 we enjoyed a lively
outdoor worship service and indoor lunch
right here at Oak Grove! Special thanks
to all the Deacons and volunteers who
helped make this amazing day happen.

We are grateful for those who set up the
worship space, provided beautiful music,
brought food, organized that food, painted

faces, made treats during the children's time,
cleared and cleaned, and photographed
the whole thing! It was a joyful morning,
reminding us that, indeed, we are better
together!
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Oak Grove & Community Happenings...

REMINDER
Sunday Worship & Church Office Hours

After Labor Day (Sept. 7), the church
office will be open 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday, and Sunday worship
service returns to 10:30 am.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Every Thursday at 7:30 am

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of
fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The
group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American
Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions?
Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138.

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale:
Sunday, Sept. 6 (before & after worship)

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees
small, independent coffee growers in San Lucas
Toliman, Guatemala, a just price for their
product, which helps them support their families.
Each quarter on the first Sunday of the month
(March, June, September & December) we will
have coffee available for sale during church.
Each one-pound bag (Regular Roast ground or
whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans) costs
$14, payable by cash or check or via the Oak
Grove website.

Creative Hands Across the River Crafters:
Saturday, Sept. 12 (9 am to noon)

Creative people, come to Creative Hands Across
the River Crafters in the social hall at Oak
Grove. Bring your knitting, crocheting, quilting,
or other craft projects to work on and enjoy
camaraderie with friendly crafters from
Presbyterian Church of the Apostles and Oak
Grove Church. Questions? Contact Ruth
Dukelow (952-923-0799). We hope to see
you there!

OAK LEAVES

Freedom Fighters Support Group:
Tuesday, Sept. 15 (6:30-8:30 pm)

This veteran-driven support group meets on
the third Tuesday of each month at Oak
Grove. It is open to our military veterans,
their families, and support systems. It is an
opportunity for them to gather and work
through their issues while enjoying camaraderie
and friendship. A community meal is provided
along with live music, and chiropractic,
acupuncture, and massage services.

There will also be tables with veteran and
community-based resources available. The
group is free to all who participate. You may
be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by
The Mission Project.

Are you thinking about joining choir?
Now’s the time!

Chancel Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday,
Sept. 9 at 7:15 pm in the choir room. No
auditions are necessary; you can just show
up or let Judy know ahead of time so she can
have a folder ready for you!

Rehearsals are every Wednesday evening
7:15-8:30 pm. We begin singing in worship
on Sunday, Sept. 13. Contact Judy Cooper if
you have questions (952-250-9226 or
jcooper@oakgrv.org).




New Oak Grove Photo Directory

We would like to gather photos of our congregants for a new directory. This will be an “in
house” photo-taking adventure as we did three years ago.

We have gained many new members since then and it would be helpful if we could give
everyone a directory with updated contact information and photos.

The plan is to start in September. Please look for further information as we begin. Thank you!

Ushers Needed

One of the hallmarks of Oak Grove Church is
its welcoming nature. As an usher, you might
be the first point of contact for worshippers,
providing a crucial first impression of that
welcoming nature.

Ushers are an important part of each Sunday’s
worship. At Oak Grove, ushers typically serve
one Sunday each month. There may also be
opportunities for special services throughout
the year, such as Ash Wednesday, Good
Friday, and Longest Night in December.

In addition to greeting and distributing bulletins
at the Sanctuary doors, you might:

e Help congregants find seats, especially
in crowded services, and assist those
with disabilities or special needs.

¢ Manage the timing of seating to minimize
distractions, particularly during prayers
or the sermon.

e Collect offerings during the service
and deliver them to a secure place.

e Direct congregants forward for
communion.

We have a wonderful group of people who
serve and who step in when needed. Thank
you all for sharing your time.

However, we particularly need ushers for the
first and second weeks of the month as well
as the occasional fifth Sunday. Eric Johnson
or Sharon Solomon are available to answer
questions. Contact Sharon (612-749-8607) if
you are willing to serve.

SEPTEMBER 2026
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Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer

Through 2026 YTD Actual vs Budget 2025 YTD
July 31, 2026 Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals
Income YTD $531,357 $529,156 $2,201 $508,056
Expense YTD $492,326 $495,440 $3,114 $485,117
Income - Exp $39,031 $33,716 $5,315 $22,939

Financial Summary: July income was $7.2K lower than budget, while expenses were
under by $1.1K (Personnel $1K). The yearly surplus of $39K is $5.3K better than
expected, a little cushion heading into our last month of summer!

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years
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Condolences to Family and Friends of:

Kathy Lee (July 15) at the age of 82.
Lisa Sheff’'s mother Gail (August) in Duluth.

Save the Date! Golden Harvest Dinner

Sunday, Oct. 18, 2026, following worship service. Food and fellowship for

those 80+ years old and friend-to-friends. Invitations will be sent the second
week of September. We look forward to sharing this special day with you!

’Y.Y. September Birthdays ’Y.Y.
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1—-21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.

3: Patrick Fineran, Rick Wahtera 21:Junia Lassiter (9), Idee Douglas,
5:Pierce Flanagan, Sue Lippert Larry Klueh
22:M

6:Norma Ritterspach (88) orgen Gray

7:Evie Mee (9) 23:Mary Crampton, Anne Mee

8: Kevin Robicheau 24:Pat Latourelle, Caitlin Lucic
10: Bob Crum, Tammy Love 25:Don Latourelle, Marilyn Twete
11:Mia Krentz (10), Sue Gleason 26: Dick Reinke (87), Vaughn Sheff,
14: Eric Duvall Jennie Steskal
15:Inez Pond (101) 27:Judy Harder (87)
16: Emily Lassiter 29: Stacy Brand, Carol Frechette,

Jody Milton

17:Pat Gleason, Sida Souvannasane 30: Paige Arndt (14), Dave Larsen,
19: Gabby Ham (11), Sarah Oslund Ruth Metzger, Mike Steskal

20:Bev Bliss, Emilie Christy
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Adult Faith Formation

SUNDAYS

Join us on Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am)
for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
We will meet in the Fireside Room most often.

The first faith formation presentation will be
on Sunday, Sept. 20.

We’re working on an exciting list of topics:
our own pastors and guest speakers on
spiritual disciplines, mission and justice work,
artificial intelligence and its implications for
the church and the environment, Christian
witness, political engagement and more.

WEDNESDAYS

Join us Wednesday evenings for a time
of fellowship. No reservations are needed.
Dinner begins at 5:45 pm followed by WoW!
adult programming at 6:15 pm.

Each meal includes salad and dessert:
o Sept. 23: Tacos
o Sept. 30: State Fair Fare

The suggested meal donation is $7 for adults
and $4 for children with a max of $20 per
family.

Children & Youth Ministries

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Sunday, Sept. 13 Rally Day

Cinnamon Rolls: Children (3rd-5th grades)
are invited to come early at 8:00 am to help
make cinnamon rolls for Rally Day.

At 9:00 am, children and youth are invited to
join the whole congregation to celebrate the
opportunities to get involved at Oak Grove.
There will be engaging activities and crafts
for kids and youth!

Sunday, Sept. 20: 3rd Grade Bibles

During worship, at 10:30 am, 3rd graders will
be presented with a Bible.

OAK LEAVES

YOUTH MINISTRIES
Sunday, Sept. 20: Confirmation Blessing

During worship, at 10:30 am, we'll be blessing
this year's confirmands and their mentors as
they began their work together preparing for
Confirmation this coming spring.



Fellowship Opportunities

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.

Men’s Fellowship: Sept. 1
First Tuesday at Noon

Join us for "Burgers ‘'n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W OId Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron
Dubis (612-868-9194).

Listening Group: Sept. 14 & 24
Second & Fourth Monday (1-2:30 pm)

Join us at Oak Grove for a time of deep
listening, to one another, ourselves, and to
God, without judgment or interruption. We
talk, never obligatory but by invitation, and
listen. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Soul Sisters: Sept. 14
Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to
check in and share fellowship and support.
All women are invited, no need to RSVP.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Sept. 22
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon

We meet monthly at church. The patterns,
yarn and needles are provided. All who love
to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions?
Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449).

Spiritual Book Club: Sept. 2
First Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and
develop our spirituality. We will discuss the
book On the Brink of Everything by Parker
Palmer. Please plan to eat lunch prior to the
meeting. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Singles Fellowship: Sept. 14
Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP. Questions?
Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449).

Ladies Who Lunch: Sept. 16
Third Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the
book The Song Poet by Kao Kalia Yang.
Plan to bring your own bag lunch, beverages
will be provided. Questions? Contact Pastor
Mary.

Tea for Caregivers: Sept. 22
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30-11:30 am

This monthly gathering in the chapel for
caregivers is a time for those who are caring
for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and
share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is
a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact
Pastor Mary.

SEPTEMBER 2026
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— Sleep in Heavenly Peace Thanks Oak Grove

big thank you to the Oak Grove
A community for the donation of bedding

to completely outfit 42 children’s
beds, plus volunteer assistance from 23 Oak
Grove members who helped build 100 beds.
In addition, a check for $2,000, which will
purchase 20 beds was recently received from
your Mission Committee. You are an incredibly
awesome community!

SHP looks forward to continuing our relationship
with you. If you are interested in delivering
beds to children living in Bloomington, please
contact Joyce Reinke (952-215-1004 or
ereinke102@gmail.com).

BED BUILD

WELCOME
VOLUNTEERS

NO KID SLEEPS

; ( r ON THE FLOOR
‘ IN OUR TOWN!

R " o - 3

shpbeds.org |
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