Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!
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A Thought to Ponder

"Unity isn't just found in the grand moments; it grows in the quiet, thoughtful
ways we care for each other while we wait." — Unknown



https://www.oakgrv.org

Prelude

We Gather in God’s Name

Welcome & Announcements

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship Julianna Lucic

One:

If you come into this place with the hope of growing deeper, with the
hope of connecting, with the hope of glimpsing God, and if all of
those things take place, and your spirit is moved, and you swear God
is near, and you feel more than lucky for the gift of faith, and then the
service comes to an end, and it’s time for you to leave, and you ask
yourself, “Where do we go from here?”

All: Then we might say to one another, “Go out into the world to
love and to share and to learn, but come back soon, because
this is the beginning. This is only the beginning.”
One: So come on in. Fill your cup here. Be present here. God is here.
All: Let us worship Holy God.
*Opening Hymn “In Christ There Is No East or West” 317
*Call to Confession Julianna Lucic
One: The prayer of confession allows us to claim that we are works in

progress, and there is beauty in that. You don’t have to be perfect
here. You don’t have to have it all figured out here. You don’t have
to have a five-step plan for what’'s next here. You just have to show
up with your messy, beautiful self, and be honest. So friends, let us
be honest. Let us pray the prayer of confession together.



*Prayer of Confession Julianna Lucic

All:

Holy God, we are naturals when it comes to stalling out. We
reach a certain point in the relationship, in the conversation, in
our faith, and then we stall. We buy property on the top of the
plateau and build a house there, destined to never dig deeper or
climb higher. Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter.
Forgive us for confusing the plateau with the mountain top.
Forgive us for taking the easy way out instead of doing the

hard work of curiosity, relationship-building, vulnerability, and
connection. Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go
from here. With hope and honesty, we pray, Amen.

*Assurance of Grace Julianna Lucic

One: Family of faith, we are works in progress, but we are works in progress

designed, created, and claimed by God. No matter what you have
done or left undone this week, today is a fresh start. Hear and believe
the good news of the gospel:

All: God is with us on the mountain top, and God is with us on the
plateau. We are loved, claimed, and forgiven. Thanks be to God!
Amen.
Passing of the Peace Julianna Lucic

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one

All:

another. The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)

We Listen for God’s Word

Time for the Young & Young at Heart



Anthem “Sheep May Safely Graze” by J.S. Bach

Schafe kdnnen sicher weiden (Sheep can safely graze)
Wo ein guter Hirte wacht. (Where a good shepherd watches over them.)

Wo Regenten wohl regieren (Where rulers are ruling well,)
Kann man Ruh' und Friede spuren (We may feel peace and rest,)
Und was Lander gllicklich macht.  (And what makes countries happy.)

Scripture Ruth 1:1-22 (OT: 241 | LPOT: 299)
Acts 10 (NT: 128 | LPNT: 156)

Message

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory “Pie Jesu” by G. Faure

Pie Jesu, Domine, dona eis requiem.
(Pious Lord Jesus, give them rest.)

Pie Jesu, Domine, dona eis requiem sempiternam.
(Loving Lord Jesus, give them everlasting rest.)

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,
and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

Generous God, may these gifts be sufficient to meet the needs in

our community and beyond. May we be good stewards of your
resources. And, may we be moved to live a generous life more deeply
and completely in every aspect of our lives. Amen.



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (“Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn “Go to the World!” 295
*Benediction

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens)

Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
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Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastor: Bart Roush;

Liturgist: Julianna Lucic | Soloist: Cassie Howard;
Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Randy Dop, Pierce Flanagan & Greg Johnson;
Greeters: Al & Sue Greimel | Volunteer Custodian: Don Alman

Chancel flowers are given today by
Leona & Jack Kley, in memory of daughter, Linda Kley, and by
Karen & Bob Gerdes, in honor of all the August birthdays.

Cassie Howard has worked for Oasis for Youth for the past two years in an operations
position. During the work week you will likely see her running around Oak Grove working on
a little bit of everything for Oasis for Youth! When she isn't at work, she enjoys making
music and is the Section Leader of multiple Twin Cities based Choral Ensembles including
Minneapolis Choir Collective and the Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church Parish Choir.



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Staff Vacation

Pastor Bart will be on vacation Sept. 1-7. For assistance, please contact Pastor
Mary.

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale: Sunday, Sept. 6 (before & after worship)

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees small, independent coffee growers
a just price for their product, which helps them support their families. Oak Grove
wants to continue this partnership with the growers in San Lucas Toliman. Each
quarter on the first Sunday of the month (March, June, September & December) we
will have coffee available for sale during church. Each one-pound bag (Regular
Roast ground or whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans) costs $14, payable by
cash, check or via the website. Next Date: Dec. 6

Are you thinking about joining choir? Now’s the time!

Chancel Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 7:15 pm in the choir room.
No auditions are necessary; you can just show up or let Judy know ahead of time
so she can have a folder ready for you! Rehearsals are every Wednesday evening
7:15-8:30 pm. We begin singing in worship on Sunday, Sept. 13. Contact Judy
Cooper if you have questions (952-250-9226 or jcooper@oakgrv.org).

NAMIWalks: Saturday, Sept. 26 (9 am to Noon)
Location: Minnehaha Regional Park (4801 S Minnehaha Dr, Minneapolis, 55417)

NAMIWalks is the main fundraiser supporting the National Alliance on Mental lliness
(NAMI). Donations will support the core mission of NAMI Minnesota providing mental
health education, support, and advocacy. It represents a powerful chance to make a
significant impact on mental health in our community. Help support NAMI’s mission
of getting lifesaving information to a person or family when they desperately need it.

Come walk with us! We will form a team of walkers — Oak Grove Presbyterian
Walkers! and/or donate to our team. For information about how to join us/register
or how to donate, contact Cecelia Laurie (calaurie78@gmail.com). She will also be
in the narthex on Sundays. The information is also in the September Oak Leaves.



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Sept. 1 | Burgers ‘'n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon)

Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194) Volunteering with Youth &

Zeke's (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) Children’s Ministries 2026—2027
Sept. 1| Covenant Circle Bible Study (3—4:00 pm) The program year will kick off before
Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684) we know it. Pastor Erica is looking for
Sept. 2 | Spiritual Book Club (12—1:00 pm) volunteers interested in working with
Between Heaven and Mirth children and youth.

by James Martin . )
There are big ways to be involved, and
Sept. 3 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)

Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) smgller ways. If yqu arellnteres,ted and
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) feeling called to this, or if there’s
someone in the congregation you think
would be great at this, please contact
Pastor Erica.

Sept. 3 | Deacons (7-8:30 pm)
Contact Pastor Mary

Sept. 7 | Labor Day: Office Closed

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted.

SAVE THE DATE! Rally Day: Sunday, Sept. 13

Rally Day celebrates the beginning of the church calendar year. It's a day to reassemble
or “rally” together again after the relatively quieter days of church activities as people
have been scattered and involved in the summer days of vacations, camps, and travel.

It's a day to gather and remember that we do not walk this faith journey alone. Before
worship, (which moves to 10:30 am on this Sunday), join others in the fellowship hall
beginning at 9:00 am where the various committees and groups of the church have
information about the many wonderful ways we engage as a community to grow in and
express our faith. There will also be amazing homemade cinnamon rolls to enjoy!

We invite you to think about Rally Day as more than just a date on the calendar. It’s a
chance for a homecoming and spiritual reset to look forward to the ways Christ is
calling us together to love God and change lives. We hope to see you there!



Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.
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