Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!
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A Thought to Ponder

Aug 23 is International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and
Its Abolition: "Remembrance is not only an act of mourning — it is an act of
responsibility... Remembrance is how we honor the past — and shape a
more just future." — Maya Angelou



https://www.oakgrv.org

We Gather in God’s Name

Prelude “Beautiful City”
Welcome & Announcements
Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship Kathy Howell
One: Family of faith, this must be the place.

All: This is the place for connection and growth, for community
and hope.

One: This must be the place for questions like, “Where are you from?”
and, “What do you need?” For whispers of: “I've been thinking of
you,” and, “I've been meaning to ask...”

All: This must be the place, because all belong here. All are
welcome here. All hurt and joy, needs and prayers, dreams
and love, are welcome here.

One: God is near.

All: Let us worship God!
*Opening Hymn “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 645

*Call to Confession Kathy Howell

One: Scripture reminds us that often in the face of hurt, what people really
need is not a list of advice or solutions, or suggestions on how a situation
may be “fixed,” but the simple presence of love. So let us pray today,
acknowledging to God that we are works in progress, and that
relationships always come with mistakes and confession. Let us pray:



*Confession of Sin Kathy Howell

One:

Gracious God, sometimes life feels like cooking with flour, it looks
like it should be easy, but we always make a mess. This is particularly
true when it comes to our relationships. We so desperately long to
say the right thing, to be the right thing, to find the right solution, that
we overstep the line.

All: Forgive us for assuming the place you fill. Forgive us for
imagining that we, in all our humanity, could possibly fix all the
hurt in this world. Instead, give us the grace and the strength to
stand by our loved ones in their moments of need to witness
their hurt without trying to fix it.

One: You are God. We are not. Teach us how to be a friend.

All: Teach us how to ask, “What do you need?” Teach us how to
point to you. Gratefully we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Grace Kathy Howell

One: Family of faith, no matter how many times you have spoken without

listening, assumed without knowing, offered without asking, or
rushed without waiting, you are forgiven. God knows your desire and
your intent. God knows when we try and miss the mark, and God
surrounds us in grace. So hear and believe the good news

of the gospel:

All: Every day is a new day for love. We are claimed. We are forgiven.
We are invited into relationship. Thanks be to God for growth
and grace that know no end! AMEN.
Passing of the Peace Kathy Howell

One: Let us now greet one another with a sign of peace. Today we will

All:

take a moment for you to introduce yourself to someone new and
take a minute to share what brought you joy this week. The peace
of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)



We Listen for God’s Word

Time for the Young & Young at Heart
Anthem “‘Day by Day” by S. Schwartz
Scripture Job 2: 11-13 (OT: 454 | LPOT: 559)
2 Timothy 4: 9—18 (NT: 213 | LPNT: 260)
Message “Sacred Connection”

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory  “You Are the Light of the World” by S. Schwartz

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,
and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

Gracious and holy God, accept what we offer today: treasure, our
faltering steps, our brokenness, our leftovers, our presence, our lives.
Bless and transform all that we offer and all that we hold back, that
new life may be ours, to celebrate and share in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (*Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.



We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn “Spirit, Open My Heart” 692
*Benediction

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens)

Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

T T T T
Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastors: Mary Koon, Erica Schemper & Bart Roush;
Mothers/Daughters Ensemble: Lizanne, Gabby & Issy Ham, Marilyn Twete,
Anne Klueh & Cece Nedrud, Caitlin & Juliana Lucic, Lori Wasko &
Emma McCullough, Diane Samsal, Jane Samsal & Ellie Montoya;
Liturgist: Kathy Howell;

Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Greg Johnson, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow;
Greeters: Sarajane & Rod Myers | Volunteer Custodian: Al Greimel

Chancel flowers are given today by
Nancy Jensen, in honor of Colin & Dary’s birthdays, and by
Leona & Jack Kley, in memory of Louise & Leon Bonikowski.



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Final Summer Supper of the Season!

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be
together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,
patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Plan to bring something to share
(salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! Questions?
Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). Please RSVP host Jody Milton (612-730-
3962; 9401 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington 55420) if you plan to attend on Aug. 26.

PW Covenant Circle Bible Study Returns: Tuesday, Sept. 1 (3:00 pm)

Presbyterian Women is a wonderful way to deepen your faith, get to know other
people at church, and make a difference in the lives of women and children around
the world. The Covenant Circle meets on the first Tuesday of the month at Oak
Grove and is led by Connie Nesbitt. The theme for the Horizons Bible Study is
United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other: Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
by Rhonda Mawhood Lee. Pastor Mary Koon or Mary Pol will facilitate the study!
New members are always welcome!

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale: Sunday, Sept. 6 (before & after worship)

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees small, independent coffee growers
a just price for their product, which helps them support their families. Oak Grove
wants to continue this partnership with the growers in San Lucas Toliman. Each
quarter on the first Sunday of the month (March, June, September & December) we
will have coffee available for sale during church. Each one-pound bag (Regular
Roast ground or whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans) costs $14, payable by
cash, check or via the website. Next Date: Dec. 6

Remembering Kathryn (Kathy) Lee, church member and sister of Karolyn Lee

There will be a memorial service on Saturday, Aug. 29 at 2:00 pm in the chapel at
Presbyterian Homes of Bloomington (9889 Penn Ave s) with a reception to follow.
Kathy passed away July 15 at Gideon Pond where she had resided for several
years. You are invited to attend if you can..



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Aug. 24 | Listening Group (1-2:30 pm)
Contact Pastor Mary

Aug. 25 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10a—Noon
Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449)

Aug. 25 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30-11:30 am)
Contact Pastor Mary

Aug. 25 | Session (6:45-8:15 pm)
Contact Pastor Bart

Aug. 27 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138)

Aug. 27 | Grief Support (4:30-6:00 pm)
What Do | Do Now?

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted.

Volunteering with Youth &
Children’s Ministries 2026-2027

The program year will kick off before
we know it. Pastor Erica is looking for
volunteers interested in working with
children and youth.

There are big ways to be involved, and
smaller ways. If you are interested and
feeling called to this, or if there’s
someone in the congregation you think
would be great at this, please contact
Pastor Erica.

SAVE THE DATE! Rally Day: Sunday, Sept. 13

Rally Day celebrates the beginning of the church calendar year. It's a day to reassemble
or “rally” together again after the relatively quieter days of church activities as people
have been scattered and involved in the summer days of vacations, camps, and travel.

It's a day to gather and remember that we do not walk this faith journey alone. Before
worship, (which moves to 10:30 am on this Sunday), join others in the fellowship hall
beginning at 9:00 am where the various committees and groups of the church have
information about the many wonderful ways we engage as a community to grow in and
express our faith. There will also be amazing homemade cinnamon rolls to enjoy!

We invite you to think about Rally Day as more than just a date on the calendar, it'’s a
chance for a homecoming and spiritual reset to look forward to the ways Christ is
calling us together to love God and change lives. We hope to see you there!




Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.
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