
A Thought to Ponder 

"When an elder speaks, be silent and listen." – Traditional Native American proverb 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

Aug. 16, 2026 12th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 am 
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https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude “The Winter’s Passed” by Wayne Barlow 

Welcome & Announcements 

Opening Words 

One: The earth and everything in it was created by God: the world and all 

who live in it. 

All: We recognize the Dakota people as the traditional stewards of 

the land where we now worship. We acknowledge the historic 

and on-going harm done to Indigenous people. 

One: We are called as a people of faith to do justice, act mercifully, and 

walk humbly with God. 

All: Therefore, we commit to repair relationships through action, 

honesty, listening, truth-telling, repentance, and restoration. 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Bob Ritter 

One: We are from north and south. 

All: We are from tiny apartments and expansive homes. 

One: We are from this city and from others far away. 

All: We are from big families and dinners made for one. 

One: We are from stages of grief and stages of love. 

All: We are from hot summers and cold winters. 

One: We are from kitchens with passed down recipes, and front porches 

with old, familiar swings 

All: We are from the dust of the earth and the stars of the sky.  

One: We are from a lot of places, but today we are here. 

All: Today we are together. 

One: Holy God, gather us in. 

All: Let us worship God! 



*Opening Hymn “Here in this Place” (vss 1–2 & 4) 401 

*Prayer of Confession Bob Ritter 

One: When people heard that Jesus was from Nazareth, they asked,  

“Can anything good come from Nazareth?”  

All: We confess, God of beginnings, that we have asked the  

same question. 

One: Can anything good come from that side of town? 

All: From a school with poor test scores? 

One: From a criminal history? 

All: From the opposite political party? 

One: From a history of addiction? 

All: From a faith with doubt? 

One: From a church with faults? 

All: Holy God, forgive us for doubting that you are in all things at all 

times. Open our eyes to see your goodness, not as something 

that resides here or there, but as the expansive grace that it is. 

One: Can anything good come from there? 

All: Yes. Always yes. Amen 

*Assurance of Grace Bob Ritter 

One: Family of faith, if you ever ask yourself, “Can anything good come 

from this messy and human life of mine?” Remember this: God is  

always whispering, “Yes.” You were created in the image of God. 

Your origin story is one of goodness and love from the very beginning. 

So hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 

All: God is here. God is at work among us. We are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 



Passing of the Peace Bob Ritter 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “There is a Place of Quiet Rest” (verse 2 & refrain) 824 

Scripture Genesis 2:4b–15 (OT: 2 | LPOT: 2) 

 John 1:35–51 (NT: 92 | LPNT: 112) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Sonata in A minor” by G. P. Telemann, movt. 3 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Generous God, may these gifts be sufficient to meet the needs in our 

community and beyond. May we be good stewards of your resources. 

And, may we be moved to live a generous life more deeply and com-

pletely in every aspect of our lives. Amen. 



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Together We Serve” 767 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens) 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush, Erica Schemper & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Bob Ritter | Oboe: Karyl Rice; 

Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Andy Snyder, Randy Dop & Greg Johnson; 

Greeters: Kelly & Evelyn Schneider | Volunteer Custodian: Bob Gerdes 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Linda Johnson, in memory of brother, Dennis Karlen, and by 

Anne Klueh & Jill Dubis, in appreciation of the Board of Deacons for hosting  

the Bloomington-Richfield Grief Coalition with grace and generosity. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Hearing Aids Available for Worship 

Oak Grove has some hearing aids available to use during your time in the sanctuary 

and in the social hall and they are very easy to use. Please see one of the ushers to 

help you. You will be given a small handheld device to set the volume, and an ear 

clip. After you have used them just return to the cabinet in the narthex. We hope this 

device will make worship a more meaningful experience for those who are hearing 

impaired. 

Final Summer Supper of the Season! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be  

together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,  

patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Plan to bring something to share 

(salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! Questions? 

Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). Please RSVP the host if you plan on  

attending: 

Aug. 26:  Jody Milton (612-730-3962); 9401 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington 55420 

Youth Ministries Kick-Off Event: Tuesday, Aug. 25 (12:30–4:30 pm) 

at Oak Grove (High School/Youth Room) 

Youth (entering grades 6 through 12 this fall) will gather for a kick-off event. Lunch 

and afternoon snacks will be provided. The event may include an off-site service 

experience. Grown-ups may contact Laura Orr (LauraOrr637@gmail.com) with 

questions or to RSVP for their student(s). 

Children's Ministry "Not-A-Lock-In" Kick Off Event:  

Wednesday, Aug. 26 (6–8:30 pm) at Oak Grove 

Children starting kindergarten through 5th grade will gather for a kick-off event. The 

Children’s Ministry Committee is planning a great evening of activities at church for 

elementary kids to come back together after the summer. Dinner will be provided for 

the children. Questions? Contact Pastor Erica. RSVP at: https://bit.ly/OGCHILD826  

https://bit.ly/OGCHILD826


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Aug. 18 | Public Witness (5–7:00 pm) 

 Contact Becky Dop (612-743-1011) 

Aug. 19 | Ladies Who Lunch (12–2:00 pm) 

 The Persian Pickle Club by Sandra Dallas 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Aug. 20 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

Aug. 20 | Grief Support (4:30–6:00 pm) 

 Lessons Learned from Grief 

Aug. 24 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Volunteering with Youth &  

Children’s Ministries 2026–2027 

The program year will kick off before 

we know it. Pastor Erica is looking for 

volunteers interested in working with 

children and youth. 

There are big ways to be involved, and 

smaller ways. If you are interested and 

feeling called to this, or if there’s 

someone in the congregation you think 

would be great at this, please contact 

Pastor Erica. 

This veteran-driven support group meets on the third Tuesday of each month at Oak 

Grove. It is open to our military veterans, their families, and support systems. It is an 

opportunity for them to gather and work through their issues while enjoying camaraderie 

and friendship. 

A community meal is provided along with live music, and chiropractic, acupuncture, 

and massage services. There will also be tables with veteran and community-based 

resources available. The group is free to all who participate. You may be asked for 

proof of service. Sponsored by The Mission Project: missionproject2005.org 

Freedom Fighters Support Groups: Tuesday, Aug. 18 (6:30–8:30 pm) 

https://missionproject2005.org


 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

