
A Thought to Ponder 

"Every war is a war against children." – Eglantyne Jebb, British social activist  

& founder of the organization "Save the Children" 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

Aug. 9, 2026 11th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 am 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Jan Kidd 

One: Here in this space, we wear our hearts on our sleeves. 

All: There is no use for filters or walls. This space is an authentic 

space. 

One: This space is a brave space. 

All: For when it comes to God, we are always invited to bring our 

full selves into the room. 

One: So come into this space with your hurt and your joy, your prayers 

and your dreams. 

All: All of God’s children are welcome here. 

One: Let us worship Holy God. 

*Opening Hymn “Faith Begins by Letting Go” 684 

*Prayer of Confession Jan Kidd 

One: When we gather together, we are quick to wave and say hello, to 

pass the peace, to comment on the weather, to make small talk and 

show hospitality; but how often do we go below the surface? How  

often do we sit next to the same people, week after week, oblivious 

to the things they might be carrying? Family of faith, we believe God 

wants deeper connection for us than that, and so we join our voices 

in this prayer of confession. Let us pray:  

(continued next page) 



All: Creator God, you made us, and called us good, and love us as 

we are even when we fall short. You created us to be in deep 

community with you and with each other. But sometimes we try 

to hide our deepest selves from you, and from each other.  

And too often, we mean to ask each other the deeper, more 

meaningful questions. But it is hard, and we worry about saying 

the right thing. Forgive us. Hold us in a safe space to be open to 

you and to others. Hold us in a safe space to confront our own 

hurts and hurts of the world. We pause together in the quiet of 

that safe space to think of the people in your world and in our 

lives who are hurting. (pause for silent prayer) 

One: Trusting that God hears all things, we say together: 

All: Amen. 

*Assurance of Grace Jan Kidd 

One: Hear and believe the good news of the gospel: We are seen, we  

are heard, we are loved, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God for  

this endless grace. 

Passing of the Peace Jan Kidd 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Anthem “Who Will Speak” by Marty Haugen 

Scripture 1 Samuel 1:1–18 (OT: 244 | LPOT: 303) 

Message 



Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “No Turning Back” by Scott Roper 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

God of love, your heart is always open to the needs of the world. Use 

our gifts to bless all of creation: to comfort, to heal, to do justice, and 

to proclaim mercy. May we be the hands and feet of Jesus to all who 

are hurting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Heaven Shall Not Wait” 773 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens) 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 



Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Erica Schemper & Bart Roush; 

Liturgist: Jan Kidd | Musicians: Don Alman, Bob Gerdes, Karen Gerdes, 

Jeff Hotchkiss, Nancy Jensen, Enid Lang, Dick Nichols, Nancy Scott; 

Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Chris Diller, Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Bob & Karen Gerdes | Volunteer Custodian: Rod Myers 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Anne Klueh & Jill Dubis, in memory of our brother, Paul St. Martin,  

and by Lynn Severson, in memory of mother, Esther Heller Chapman. 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Need a ride to the polls? 

Early voting is happening now for the primaries in Minnesota and ends on August 

11. Would you like to vote but don't have a way to get to the polls? We would be 

happy to arrange a ride so you can vote. Please contact Pastor Bart 

(broush@oakgrv.org) if you need a ride. 

Final Summer Suppers of the Season! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be  

together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,  

patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Plan to bring something to share 

(salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! Questions? 

Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). Please RSVP the host if you plan on  

attending: 

Aug. 12: Bev Bliss (612-298-9331); 9408 Nicollet Ave S, Bloomington 55420 

Aug. 26:  Jody Milton (612-730-3962); 9401 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington 55420 

Contact Information Changes 

If you move or change your phone number or email address, please let the church 

know so we can update our records. Send changes to ogpc@oakgrv.org or call the 

church office (952-888-4621). Thanks for helping us keep everyone connected! 

Youth Ministries Kick-Off Event: Tuesday, Aug. 25 (12:30–4:30 pm) 

at Oak Grove (High School/Youth Room) 

Youth (entering grades 6 through 12 this fall) will gather for a kick-off event. Lunch 

and afternoon snacks will be provided. The event may include an off-site service 

experience. Grown-ups may contact Laura Orr (LauraOrr637@gmail.com) with 

questions or to RSVP for their student(s). 

Children's Ministry "Not-A-Lock-In" Kick Off Event:  

Wednesday, Aug. 26 (6–8:30 pm) at Oak Grove 

Children starting kindergarten through 5th grade will gather for a kick-off event. The 

Children’s Ministry Committee is planning a great evening of activities at church for 

elementary kids to come back together after the summer. Dinner will be provided for 

the children. Questions? Contact Pastor Erica. RSVP at: https://bit.ly/OGCHILD826  

https://bit.ly/OGCHILD826


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Aug. 10 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Aug. 13 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

Aug. 13 | Grief Support (4:30–6:00 pm) 

 The Power of Your Story 

Aug. 13 | Singles Fellowship (5–6:00 pm) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Volunteering with Youth &  

Children’s Ministries 2026–2027 

The program year will kick off before 

we know it. Pastor Erica is looking for 

volunteers interested in working with 

children and youth. 

There are big ways to be involved, and 

smaller ways. If you are interested and 

feeling called to this, or if there’s 

someone in the congregation you think 

would be great at this, please contact 

Pastor Erica. 

Oak Grove volunteers will be building beds for kids in our community who are without 

one. This south metro (Burnsville) event is for adults and children aged 12 and older. 

Children must be accompanied by a guardian. We will cut, sand, assemble and finish 

bed components. No experience is necessary and SHP will supply all the tools and 

protective gear. Water will be available. 

There will be a potluck meal in Lisa & Bill Pomroy’s backyard beforehand. Folks can 

carpool from church at 3:15 pm to the potluck. Each participant needs to sign-up at: 

https://bit.ly/opgc-build-beds. Questions? Please contact Joyce Reinke (952-215-

1004). 

Build Beds for Kids: Thursday, Aug. 13 (5:30–7:45 pm) 

https://bit.ly/opgc-build-beds


 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

