
I’ve Been Meaning to Ask… 

S 
ome of the best conversations start with 

good questions, questions we’ve been 

meaning to ask, questions that keep us curious, 

and questions that lead us deeper into courage and 

connection. Beginning August 9th and continuing 

through August 30th, we invite you to spend time 

with your fellow Oak Grovers as we explore several 

questions to get to know one another better. 

The leading question, “I’ve been meaning to ask…” 

conveys intentionality, warmth, curiosity, and  

consideration. In essence, this question also implies 

the following statements: “I’ve been thinking about 

you and I’ve been wanting to check in… You’ve 

been on my mind… I haven’t known how to have 

this conversation, but I’m getting started with a 

question.” 

Through the weeks, we will explore four guiding 

questions: “I’ve been meaning to ask…  

• Where are you from? 

• Where does it hurt?  

• What do you need? 

• Where do we go from here?” 

Each week, in worship, there will be scripture that 

highlights the question and the sermon will focus on 

each of the questions. Following worship, we invite 

you to stay in the fellowship hall for some conversation 

around the tables in small groups to further explore 

each question and to get to know one another better. 

Participants will be given guidance and prompts for 

the conversation. Answering questions is always 

voluntary, and no one will be forced to share. 

We hope these questions will invite us to behold each 

other as images of the divine; will help us strengthen 

our capacity for empathy and compassion; show us 

the simple power of asking unassuming questions; 

and will remind us that courage is rooted in the heart. 

Please plan to join in the conversation in August! 

Antiracism Team renamed  

to Public Witness 

Over the course of the last several months, 

and specifically the last year, the work of 

the Antiracism Team has shifted to not only 

include antiracist efforts, but also to help 

members and friends of Oak Grove live a 

public faith. With our involvement with the 

interfaith and multiracial organization, 

ISAIAH MN, we have been working on  

and organizing around issues of dignity, 

affordability, and protecting democracy. 

Because of these additional commitments, 

a new name of Public Witness better  

represents what this group is about and 

how we seek to engage Oak Grove members. 

Being a public witness means actively living 

out our Christian faith through public policy 

advocacy and working for social justice 

and transformation. It involves speaking to 

government leaders, standing up for the 

vulnerable, and applying biblical teachings 

to public issues like poverty, human rights, 

and peace. 
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Final Summer Suppers of the Season! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity 

for the Oak Grove community to be together 

in a relaxed way. We will gather on 

someone’s porch, patio, lawn or garage for a 

potluck dinner at 6:00 pm.  

Plan to bring something to share (salad, main 

dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up 

is our supper! Questions? Contact Kathy 

Tominski (952-888-0697). Please RSVP the 

host if you plan on attending: 

• Aug. 12: Bev Bliss (612-298-9331);  

9408 Nicollet Ave S, Bloomington 55420 

• Aug. 26: Jody Milton (612-730-3962); 

9401 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington 55420 

Minnesota Twins Church Group Outing: 

Sunday, Aug. 16 (1:10 pm) 

Join fellow Oak Grovers to see the Twins 

play the Philadelphia Phillies. We have 30 

tickets reserved in section 309 (in the shade), 

rows 4–7. The cost is $23. Sign up in the  

narthex or contact Ron Dubis (rojiti@aol.com) 

to reserve your space. The sign-up deadline 

is Sunday, Aug. 2. 

Freedom Fighters Support Group:  

Tuesday, Aug. 18 (6:30–8:30 pm) 

This veteran-driven support group meets on 

the third Tuesday of each month at Oak 

Grove. It is open to our military veterans, 

their families, and support systems. It is an 

opportunity for them to gather and work 

through their issues while enjoying camaraderie 

and friendship. A community meal is provided 

along with live music, and chiropractic,  

acupuncture, and massage services. 

There will also be tables with veteran and 

community-based resources available. The 

group is free to all who participate. You may 

be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by 

The Mission Project. 

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale:  

Sunday, Sept. 6 (before & after worship) 

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees 

small, independent coffee growers in San Lucas 

Toliman, Guatemala, a just price for their prod-

uct, which helps them support their families. 

Each quarter on the first Sunday of the month 

(March, June, September & December) we will 

have coffee available for sale during church. 

Each one-pound bag (Regular Roast ground or 

whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans) costs 

$14, payable by cash or check or via the website.  

Creative Hands Across the River Crafters: 

Saturday, Sept. 12 (9 am to noon) 

Creative people, come to Creative Hands Across 

the River Crafters in the social hall at Oak 

Grove. Bring your knitting, crocheting, quilting, 

or other craft projects to work on and enjoy  

camaraderie with friendly crafters from  

Presbyterian Church of the Apostles and Oak 

Grove Church. Questions? Contact Ruth 

Dukelow (952-923-0799). We hope to see 

you there! 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American 

Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions? 

Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Oak Grove & Community Happenings… 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 >> 

Golden Spotlight: Jan Ahlquist 
submitted by Karen Gerdes 

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group (90 years plus) is  

selected at random to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the  

lives of our “golden” members whose lives shine with faith and love. 

J 
anice Ahlquist was born in Buffalo, 

Minn. in 1936. Her early years were 

spent on their farm with her two sisters. 

She attended a country school where they 

needed five children to have a teacher thus 

Jan was allowed to attend at a younger age 

to round out the number. When she was a 

sophomore in high school her father retired 

from farming and they moved to Minneapolis 

where Jan attended Central High School. 

Upon graduation she went on to 

study education at the University 

of Minnesota. 

Her senior year in college, 

Jan and her best friend were 

looking at postings on a 

board and saw that San Diego 

was looking for teachers. 

They interviewed, were hired 

to teach third grade and moved 

to the west coast together. They 

had to admit their intentions by November 

and said they were leaving after the year. 

Upon their return Jan taught third grade in an 

elementary school in North Minneapolis 

where her students were all black and where 

the disparity was so great there were not 

enough desks for all the children. One of 

them used her teacher’s desk. 

Jan had met her future husband, Allan, growing 

up in the Covenant Church in Minneapolis. She 

met him in a youth group when they were 14, 

however, many years passed before they  

became a couple. 

While Jan was in San Diego, Allan was in 

Korea. After his stint there he returned to 

complete his degree in business at the U of M. 

But how did they meet? Jan’s sister’s husband 

was Allan’s best friend, and they set the two 

of them up and the rest is history. They began 

dating in October and married the following 

July of 1960. 

Jan and Allan moved to Bloomington before 

their first daughter, Betsy, was born. Prior to 

the birth Jan had been teaching in Bloomington, 

however, the rule back then was she 

had to resign after four months of 

pregnancy but then continued 

teaching in her classroom as a 

substitute receiving substitute 

pay. After Betsy’s birth, Jan 

only subbed on Fridays  

because she had a car. 

Allan previously had been in 

sales at Dayton’s, however he 

resigned to take a job in Chicago. 

His career took him into many positions 

in sales both with Schnadig Furniture and 

then Stearns and Foster. From Chicago they 

moved to New Jersey as Allan moved up the 

ladder with the company. They remained in 

New Jersey for ten years at which time both 

Cate (1968) and Anna (1973) were born. The 

company was sold and Schnadig hired Allan 

again moving them back to Chicago where 

they remained for 25 years. 

Once Anna began school Jan returned to 

substitute teaching where she was thrilled to 

be hired as a building sub. She said she was 

a very strict substitute and that’s why it 

worked for her. Jan’s favorite memory is 

when she was told she would teach guitar 

that day and she told the principal she knew 
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GOLDEN SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

nothing about guitars. He said, “Well, just 

have a study hall.” but unfortunately the students 

had no books with them, thus they played 

guitars with no help from Jan. 

Allan traveled a great deal with his job and 

Jan loved decorating, wall papering and 

painting rooms in the house, sewing, and  

tailoring. Jan also enjoyed planning and having 

parties with neighborhood friends. She was 

even the head of building and grounds in a 

church they attended where she cleaned, 

painted, and chose shrubs for the front of the 

new building. 

They moved back to Minnesota after all three 

girls were grown and bought a house in 

Burnsville. Allan never really retired and was 

diagnosed with leukemia several years after 

their move. Their new house had a swimming 

pool, and they enjoyed having frequent pool 

parties. However, after 43 years of marriage, 

Allan died in 2003. 

Jan lived in Minnesota for several years and 

then moved to Tucson, Ariz. where she had 

many good friends and enjoyed life scooting 

around in her golf cart. She lived there for ten 

years and then life brought her back to Minnesota 

where she moved to Bloomington. In retirement, 

she was fortunate to have had opportunities 

to travel to Europe, Africa and the Far East. 

Allan and Jan joined Oak Grove in 1995 after 

visiting a number of other churches. They enjoyed 

“Suppers for Six.” Jan also cooked for 

Wednesday night meals, was part of a circle, 

UPW, and ran the memorable “RUMMAGE 

RUMBLE” with Carol Bayert. She has been a 

Deacon at Oak Grove as well as at other 

churches. She is a consummate Deacon in 

her heart. 

Jan now, at age 90, lives at Presbyterian 

Homes in a cute apartment on the third floor. 

She is an alert, fashionable lady who is fortunate 

to be aging with grace and we are lucky to 

have her as a member of Oak Grove. 

“Thank you” for your prayers & support 
The Wilkens family would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to our Oak Grove 

church family for the prayers, cards, kind words, and support you have shown us during 

a very difficult season. 

In March, we said a sudden goodbye to Carrie’s younger sister, Joanna Wiseman. 

Just 52 days later, we experienced another profound loss and grief with the passing of 

our father, Robert Parks. Losing two beloved family members in such a short time has 

been incredibly challenging, but we have been strengthened by the love and compassion 

that surrounded us. 

The outpouring of support from our church friends reminded us once again what makes 

Oak Grove such a special group of people. Your prayers lifted us, your presence  

comforted us, and your kindness carried us through the days when we needed it most.  

Please know how deeply grateful we are for every act of care and every prayer offered 

on our behalf. It is because of a church family like ours that Oak Grove will always 

hold a special place in our hearts. With sincere appreciation, the Wilkens family 
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Join us Sunday, Aug. 2 (10:30am–1:00 pm) for outdoor worship in the Oak Grove parking lot 

(be sure to bring your own chair!) followed by the annual church lunch in the social hall. The 

change in venue this year is due to the Moir Park pavilion and play area being renovated this 

summer. 

The deacons are busy planning a wonderful event. Expect enlightening worship, great food, 

amazing company, and fun activities for children. We will provide fried chicken and ice cream 

desserts and invite you to bring a side dish or salad to share for the potluck. 

If you have questions or would like to help with the planning, please contact Patty Nail,  

Al Greimel, or any of the deacons. We hope to see you there! 

Outdoor Worship & Church Lunch 

Oak Grove volunteers will be building beds on Thursday, Aug. 

13 (5:30–7:45 pm) for kids in our community who are without 

one. This south metro (Burnsville) event is for adults and  

children aged 12 and older. Children must be accompanied 

by a guardian.  

We will cut, sand, assemble and finish bed components. No 

experience is necessary and SHP will supply all the tools and 

protective gear. Water will be available.  

There will be a potluck meal in Lisa & Bill Pomroy’s backyard 

beforehand. Folks can carpool from church at 3:15 pm to the 

potluck.  

Each participant needs to sign-up at: https://bit.ly/opgc-build-beds. Questions? Please contact 

Joyce Reinke (952-215-1004). 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace: Build Beds for Kids 

https://bit.ly/opgc-build-beds
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Volunteering with Youth & Children’s  

Ministries 2026–2027 

The 2026–2027 program year will kick off before 

we know it. Pastor Erica is currently looking 

for volunteers interested in working with  

children and youth. There are big ways to be 

involved, and smaller ways. If you are interested 

and feeling called to this, or if there’s someone 

in the congregation you think would be great 

at this, please contact Pastor Erica. 

 

Youth Ministries Kick-Off Event: 

Tuesday, Aug. 25 (12:30–4:30 pm) 

at Oak Grove (High School/Youth Room) 

Youth (entering grades 6 through 12 this fall) 

will gather for a kick-off event. Lunch and  

afternoon snacks will be provided. The event 

may include an off-site service experience. 

Grown-ups may contact Laura Orr

(LauraOrr637@gmail.com) with questions or 

to RSVP for their student(s). 

Children's Ministry "Not-A-Lock-in" Kick Off 

Event: Wednesday, Aug. 26 (6–8:30 pm) 

at Oak Grove 

Children starting kindergarten through 5th 

grade will gather for a kick-off event. The 

Children’s Ministry Committee is planning a 

great evening of activities at church for  

elementary kids to come back together after 

the summer. Dinner will be provided for the 

children. Questions? Contact Pastor Erica.  

RSVP at: https://bit.ly/OGCHILD826 

 

Registration for 2026–2027 Oak Grove  

Children/Youth Ministries: 

Help us get to know your children and youth 

and prepare for the upcoming program year 

by filling out a registration form:  

https://bit.ly/OG2627REG 

Children & Youth Ministries 

Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area 

are working together to provide free support 

and education for adults who are grieving the 

death of a loved one. You can start any series 

at any time. There is no commitment on  

attendance and no cost, just show up! Group 

meetings are held on Thursdays, 4:30–6:00 pm. 

The Summer Series (July 9 through August 

27) is hosted by Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Church. 

Aug. 6: The Power of Your Story 

Aug. 13: Missing Our Son 

Aug. 20: Lessons Learned from Grief 

Aug. 27: What Do I Do Now? 

 

For more information, please visit:  

https://brgriefcoalition.com  

Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition 

https://bit.ly/OGCHILD826
https://bit.ly/OG2627REG
https://brgriefcoalition.com
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Through 

June 30, 2026 

2026 YTD Actual vs Budget 2025 YTD 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $502,426 $492,989 $9,437 $468,315 

Expense YTD $427,480 $429,468 $1,988 $415,393 

Income – Exp $74,946 $63,521 $11,425 $52,922 

Financial Summary: June income was $1.7K higher than budget, while expenses 

were under by $4.1K (Personnel $1.5K, Building & Ops $1.5K, Children’s $400). The 

yearly surplus of $74.9K is $11.4K better than expected, which is really nice now that 

it’s summer! Total of $35K received from non-pledgers, PDF balance up to $12,647. 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Marikay & Mike 

Wolf 

(53 years on Aug. 4) 

Jim & Mary 

Koon 

(44 years on Aug. 14) 

Dick & Marilyn 

Twete 

(64 years on Aug. 12) 

Candy & Don 

Alman 

(30 years of Aug. 17) 

Greg & Linda 

Johnson 

(47 years on Aug. 25) 

Ed & Larie Ann 

Schmidt 

(53 years on Aug. 18) 

Dan & Ginny 

Mitchell 

(66 years on Aug. 27) 

Becky & Roy 

Graff 

(58 years on Aug. 30) 



Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Kathy Lee (July 15) at the age of 82. 
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 19: Diana Christopherson 

20:  Finn Elbert (13), Aydin Kirk (8) 

21:  Jack Glausser (20), Tom Mielke 

22: Ezra Lassiter (6) 

23:  Mindy Schroeder 

24:  Anna Kinuthia 

25: Judy Cooper, Sean Kelly, Lisa LaPointe 

26: Becky Graff 

27: Jeff Williamson 

28: Betty Huisman 

29: Nancy Kachel (93), Greg Johnson 

30: Harriet Kelly (11), Bob Gerdes, 

Shannon Hauger 

31: Jane Aitken, Milissa Carter,  

Laurie Leonard 

1: Claire Diller (13), Marsha Pridgeon,  

Tod Short 

2: Sharon Fields (86), Cecelia Laurie, 

Naana Ofori-Atta 

3:  Karen Gerdes 

4:  Leslie Jones 

6: Don Wagner (89), Barb Deese 

7: Jane Jacobson (85), David Hansen,  

Jan Kidd, Lisa Sheff 

8: Jason Chimchirian 

10: Don Alman, Ann Traeder 

11: Kylie Borchardt (21) 

13: Gigi McNeely 

15: Joan King (92) 

16: Jan Peterson (94), Jan Zeiszler 

August Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  
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Mission Corner: Liberty Church & 21st Century Academy 

Submitted by Stephen Jones 

L 
iberty Presbyterian Church is the only 

predominantly African American 

Church in the Presbytery. It is located 

at 3700 Bryant Ave N in Minneapolis and is 

home to the 21st Century Academy. This 

school caters to children from K–12 and offers 

not only academic school year support, but a 

robust summer program for children of all ages 

within the North Minneapolis community. 

Given your continued support, Oak Grove 

Presbyterian Church through the Mission 

Committee has donated $2,000 this year to 

support Liberty Presbyterian Church in their 

efforts to provide support to the Northside 

community. While financial and economic 

support is appreciated, there are other ways 

to get involved. 

Oak Grove is a part of a group of other 

churches in the PCUSA area locally that 

sends representatives to a monthly meeting 

at Liberty Presbyterian Church. At these 

meetings, members of the committee listen 

to Liberty Church leaders, offer on-going 

community support, discuss and try to  

resolve needs and concerns that are present 

in the Northside community. The information 

in these meetings is communicated to the 

Oak Grove Mission and Public Witness  

Committees (formerly known as the Antiracism 

Advocacy Team) for further action and 

awareness. 

While I understand not everyone is available 

to participate at the Task Force Meetings or 

serve on a committee, there are other ways 

to get involved. If you are a hands-on person, 

you may consider using some of your  

God-given talents tutoring students. Other 

opportunities include a chance to partner with 

others to keep up gardens or even help out in 

the kitchen.  

Liberty Presbyterian Church has a Northside 

Healing Space and Homeplace that is located 

at 2100 Emerson Ave N in Minneapolis. 

Northside Healing Space operates as a safe 

place for Northside residents to seek some 

sanctuary from worldly issues and concerns. 

There are also services for young and  

expecting mothers to find resources and  

on-going support and advice.  

Even if you are not quite ready to get  

involved on a daily basis, feel free to perhaps 

attend a service as I have done or check out 

their website. You might be surprised by who 

you may run into. It may be our own Kathy 

Howell who is on the Liberty Church Task 

Force group or even Milissa Carter and her 

family who attend Liberty Presbyterian 

Church now and have served on the Oak 

Grove Antiracism Advocacy Team. I invite 

you to take a step into the Northside community 

like others have. 

Learn more at: 

https://libertychurchmpls.org 

https://libertychurchmpls.org
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Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Tea for Caregivers: Aug. 25 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30–11:30 am 

This monthly gathering in the chapel for 

caregivers is a time for those who are caring 

for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and 

share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is 

a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Aug. 25 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon 

We meet monthly at church. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. All who love 

to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Ladies Who Lunch: Aug. 19 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the 

book The Persian Pickle Club by Sandra 

Dallas. Plan to bring your own bag lunch, 

beverages will be provided. Questions? 

Contact Pastor Mary. 

Soul Sisters: on hiatus for August 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Please join us instead on Sept. 14 at Oak 

Grove for a time to check in and share  

fellowship and support. All women are invited, 

no need to RSVP. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Mary. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Aug. 4 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron 

Dubis (612-868-9194). 

Spiritual Book Club: Aug. 5 
First Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and 

develop our spirituality. We will discuss the 

book Between Heaven and Mirth by James 

Martin. Please plan to eat lunch prior to the 

meeting. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Singles Fellowship: Aug. 10 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Listening Group: Aug. 10 & 24 

Second & Fourth Monday (1–2:30 pm) 

Join us at for a time of deep listening – to 

one another, ourselves, and to God – without 

judgment or interruption. We talk, never  

obligatory but by invitation, and listen. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Oak Rovers Annual Boat Cruise 

O 
n Monday, July 20, 24 Oak Grovers 

enjoyed time on Lake Minnetonka 

with Al and Alma's Boat Cruise. During 

our 90 minute cruise, we enjoyed learning 

about some of the historical sites on the lake 

and shared a delicious lunch with friends. 

We thank everyone who participated, and 

particularly Darlene Throndson and Patsy 

Fisk who coordinated the trip! If you are  

interested in taking part in future Oak Rover 

fun, please contact Patsy Fisk (952-977-9900 

or pafisk1947@gmail.com). 


