
A Thought to Ponder 

"Even a wounded world is feeding us, even a wounded world holds us, giving us 

moments of joy and wonder. I choose joy over despair, not because I have my 

head in the sand, but because joy is what the earth gives me daily and I must 

return the gift." – Robin Wall Kimmerer, botanist & Indigenous scholar,  

"Braiding Sweetgrass" 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 13) Patsy Fisk 

One: We gather as a people to worship the Holy One who considers our 

cries and responds to our conditions. 

All: We gather even when wearied by the world because we trust  

in God’s steadfast love. 

One:  Our souls may ask, “How long, Holy One?” Yet our hearts rejoice  

in your saving acts. 

All: We gather even when shaken and sorrowful because we hope  

in God’s steadfast love. 

One: We gather to sing to the Holy One who has been generous with us. 

All: Our worship and our work testifies to the goodness of the God 

who prevails. Let us worship the God of Life! 

*Opening Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 611 

*Prayer of Confession Patsy Fisk 

Righteous God, test us and stretch us, strengthen us in your truth 

and justice, fortify us with resolve and power so that we might be the 

people you have called us to be. Holy One, even beyond forgiveness, 

we seek transformation. Renew our minds, open our hearts, and  

release our hands to repair, reconcile, and restore in your name. Keep 

us from being the cause of suffering. Equip us to be agents of healing. 

Make us attentive to your presence. Attune us to your will. Lead us  

on the path you have paved before us so that the grace we receive 

will sow seeds of redemption and healing in the world. Amen. 



*Assurance of Grace Patsy Fisk 

One: Children of God, live in your power and purpose as beneficiaries  

of the new covenant and conspirators of God’s liberating work and 

impact in the world. 

All: We receive God’s forgiveness and move beyond shame and 

judgment to new life and right relationships with the Holy One 

and our neighbors. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace Patsy Fisk 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “Our God Is an Awesome God” (sing twice) 616 

Scripture John 4:1–42 (NT: 94 | LPNT: 115) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Falling Leaves” by John Denver 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 



*Prayer of Dedication 

Holy One, may these gifts reflect our trust in you and your provision. 

Magnify them for your purpose and grant us discernment to be  

caretakers of the resources entrusted to us. Amen. 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 465 

*Benediction 

Sending Song Go with Us, Lord 748 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush, Erica Schemper & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Patsy Fisk | Soloist: Becky Dop; 

Pianist/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Pierce Flanagan, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Alicia, Jason, Gabriel & Luca Chimchirian; 

Volunteer Custodian: Bob Gerdes 



The white rose on the baptismal font commemorates the completion  

of Baptism for Kathy Lee who joined the church triumphant  

on July 15, 2026. “In Life and Death we belong to God.” 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Leona & Jack Kley, in memory of Leona’s sister, Dolores Bonikowski, and by  

Greg & Linda Johson, in celebration of Alex & Tyler's 10th wedding anniversary. 

Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Outdoor Worship & Church Lunch: Sunday, August 2 (10:30-1:00) 

We invite you to join our outdoor worship at the Oak Grove parking lot followed by a 

church lunch in the social hall.  The Deacons are busy planning a wonderful event. 

Expect enlightening worship, great food, amazing company, and fun activities for 

children (games, crafts, bouncy house). We will provide fried chicken and ice cream 

desserts and invite you to bring a side dish or salad to share for the potluck. If you 

have questions or would like to help with the planning, please contact Patty Nail,  

Al Greimel, or any of the deacons. 

Summer Suppers: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of July and August! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be  

together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,  

patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Plan to bring something to share 

(salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! Questions? 

Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). Please RSVP the host if you plan on  

attending: 

July 22: Arlene & Joe Jullie (612-578-6598); 17041 Prairie Ln, Eden Prairie 55346 

Aug. 12: Bev Bliss (612-298-9331); 9408 Nicollet Ave S, Bloomington 55420 

Twins Church Group Outing to See the Phillies! 

Join fellow Oak Grovers on Sunday, Aug. 16 at 1:10 pm to see the Twins play the 

Philadelphia Phillies We have 30 tickets reserved in section 309 (in the shade), 

rows 4–7. The cost is $23. Sign up in the narthex or contact Ron Dubis 

(rojiti@aol.com) to reserve your space. Sign up deadline is Aug. 2. 

Better Together Film Festival: Thursday, July 23 (6:30–8:30 pm) 

Oak Grove is hosting a free screening of My Omaha, a documentary set in Omaha, 

Nebraska, where the legacies of Malcolm X and racial segregation still shape  

everyday life. The filmmaker documents his own journey navigating the city’s racial 

justice movement while attempting to reconnect with his terminally ill father, a 

staunch Trump supporter. This is a film about bridges built across deep divides and 

a conversation worth having together. Free to attend. Walk-ins welcome or RSVP 

at: https://bit.ly/ogpc-film-rsvp26 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-film-rsvp26


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

July 21 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30–11:30 am) 

July 21 | Public Witness (5:30–7:00 pm) 

 Contact Becky Dop (612-743-1011) 

July 23 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

July 23 | Grief Support (4:30–6:00 pm) 

 How Grief Changes 

July 27 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

July 28 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10am–Noon) 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

Aug. 4 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon) 

 Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) is a 

volunteer organization that builds and 

delivers beds to children across the U.S. 

Oak Grove is partnering with the MN-

Twin Cities South Chapter centered 

out of Burnsville. The Twin Cities 

South chapter is funded locally, and 

the work is done by local volunteers. 

The beds are delivered to kids aged  

3–17, all with no cost to the family. 

Upcoming events: 

Bedding Drive: July 19–Aug. 2 

Watch for good sales on NEW twin-

sized sheets, comforters, and standard

-sized pillows. Bed-in-a-Bag sets are 

preferred, and gender-neutral bedding 

is great! 

Build Beds for Kids: Thursday,  

Aug. 13 (5:30–7:45 pm) 

Oak Grove volunteers will be building 

beds for Twin Cities kids who need a 

bed. This event is for adults and children 

aged 12 and older. Children must be 

accompanied by a guardian. Let us 

know you are interested at:  

https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP  

Hearing Aids Available for Worship 

Oak Grove has some hearing aids available 

to use during your time in the sanctuary 

and in the social hall and they are very 

easy to use. Please see head usher, 

Tom Mielke, or one of the ushers to help 

you. You will be given a small handheld 

device to set the volume, and an ear clip. 

After you have used them just return to 

the cabinet in the narthex. We hope  

this device will make worship a more 

meaningful experience for those who  

are hearing impaired. 

https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP


 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

