
A Thought to Ponder 

"The nature of a democracy, if it's going to work - any kind of system of a        

division of powers - is that you're going to be in a constant position of              

inconvenience. Nothing is ever going to be perfectly aligned with your own point 

of view."  

                 Prof. Timothy Snyder (on Christian nationalism), American historian  

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Sandy Crum 

One:   Here in this place, there are no strangers, 

All:    for all are welcome in God’s house. 

One:   Here in this worship, there is acceptance and kindness, 

All:  for love is the language of faith. 

One:   Here in our lives, there are no divisions, 

All:    for God dwells in each of us. 

One:  Come, let us worship in unity and love. 

*Opening Hymn “From the Rising of the Sun”  sing twice  670 

*Prayer of Confession Sandy Crum 

God of the widow and orphan, God of the oppressed and imprisoned, 

God of those who are grieving and feel overburdened... forgive our 

lack of compassion.  Have mercy on us when we close our ears to 

stories of our neighbors in need.  Forgive us for the ways we dismiss 

others.  Open our minds and make our hearts whole.  By the power of 

your Spirit, let us love with open and generous hearts.                  

(silent confession) 

*Assurance of Grace Sandy Crum 

One: God’s love is bigger than our ability to sin. By the grace of the living 

God, through the love of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   We are free 

to begin again in this new day. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 



Passing of the Peace Sandy Crum 

One: Beloved people of God, let us greet one another with a sign of    

friendship and peace.  The peace of Christ be with you.  

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (first verse) 465 

Scripture Ruth 1              (OT: 241    LPOT: 299) 

Message                       “On the Road with Naomi and Ruth” 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory      “The Open Table”                                  Mark A. Miller 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 

*Prayer of Dedication 

God who provides in every circumstance, we thank you for all you 

have given. Teach us to live with open hands ever ready to receive, 

ever to freely give. Amen  

Sacrament of Communion 

Communion will be by intinction; please take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, 

and return to your seat. If you are unable to come forward, a server will come to you. 

The juice is non-alcoholic. Gluten free is available as well. 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread & Cup 

Prayer following Communion 

Thank you, Loving God, for nourishing our bodies and spirits in this 

meal.  By the power of your Spirit,  may we leave this place with       

renewed hope and love for all creation.  In the name of Jesus, we 

pray.  AMEN 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn   “On Eagles’ Wings”        (verses 1,2,4)                                    43 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Go With Us Lord” 748 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
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Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Mary Koon & Erica Schemper; 

Liturgist: Sandy Crum | Musician(s): Summer Time Singers; 

Pianist & Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Randy Dop, Chris Diller & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Anne & Larry Klueh | Volunteer Custodian: Patty Nail 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Sharon Nolte, in memory of brother, Bob Esnough, and by  

Oak Grove, in appreciation of all those at the                                                          

Presbyterian Church General Assembly. 

Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & CHURCH LUNCH—Sunday, August 2 (10:30-1:00) 

We invite you to join our outdoor worship at the Oak Grove parking lot followed by a 

church lunch in the social hall.  The Deacons are busy planning a wonderful event. 

Expect enlightening worship, great food, amazing company, and fun activities for 

children (games, crafts, bouncy house). We will provide fried chicken and ice cream 

desserts and invite you to bring a side dish or salad to share for the potluck. If you 

have questions or would like to help with the planning, please contact Patty Nail, Al 

Greimel, or any of the deacons. 

Summer Suppers: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of July and August! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be  

together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,  

patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Plan to bring something to share 

(salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! Questions? 

Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697).  

Please RSVP the host if you plan on attending: 

July 8: Mary & Jim Koon (708-268-4614); 821 Hilltop Rd, Mendota Heights 55118 

July 22: Arlene & Joe Jullie (612-578-6598); 17041 Prairie Ln, Eden Prairie 55346 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) 

It’s time to look for SALES for the BEDDING DRIVE, July 19–Aug. 2. TWIN SIZED 

sheets, comforter, and standard size pillow; BED-IN-A-BAG preferred. 

It’s time to sign up for BUILD BEDS FOR KIDS, Thursday, Aug. 13 (5:30–7:45 pm) 

in Burnsville. This event is for ADULTS and KIDS 12+ (must be accompanied by a 

guardian). Sign up here: https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP 

Twins Church Group Outing to See the Phillies! 

Yes, the Twins may not be having a great season so far and you might say WHO? 

when a player is announced, but it is still fun at the old ballpark. Join fellow Oak 

Grovers on Sunday, Aug. 16 at 1:10 pm to see the Twins play the Philadelphia  

Phillies We have 30 tickets reserved in section 309 (in the shade), rows 4–7.  

The cost is $23. Sign up in the narthex or contact Ron Dubis (rojiti@aol.com) to  

reserve your space. Sign up deadline is Aug. 2. 

https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

July 7 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon) 

 Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

July 9 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

July 9 | Deacons (7–8:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

July 11 | Creative Hands Across the River (9a–Noon) 

 Contact Ruth Dukelow (952-923-0799) 

July 13 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

June 13 | Singles Fellowship (5–6:00 pm) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

June 13 | Soul Sisters (7–8:30 pm) 

 Home of Karen Diller 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

July 18 | Gordon Goodwin Celebration of Life 

 Visitation: 1:00 pm | Service: 2:00 pm 

 https://bit.ly/ogpc-gordon-goodwin 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Chancel Flowers 

All are invited to contribute flowers to 

beautify the sanctuary and enrich our 

worship each week. Your contribution 

of $30 for each bouquet can be made 

on behalf of someone or a special  

occasion. Sign-ups are available in the 

Narthex or by calling the church office 

(952-888-4621). 

Annual School Supplies Packing 

Party: Sunday, July 12 (2–6:00 pm) 

Children (PreK–5th grade), Youth  

(6–8th grade), and their caregivers, join 

us at the Diller’s, followed by a pool  

party and dinner to celebrate our hard work! 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-gordon-goodwin


 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

