
A Thought to Ponder 

“Black liberation has never just been about Black people. It's been about  

a fight for our humanity, for our dignity.” – Patrisse Cullors, Artist, activist,  

and co-founder of the Black Lives Matter movement 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Sophia Deese 

One: We come to celebrate the joy-filled blessedness of living within God’s 

love. 

All: We come and worship, blessed by the fruit of God’s Spirit that 

give us joy and peace. 

One: We come to delight in the guidance of God. 

All: We come, blessed by the fruit of God’s Spirit that gives us  

patience and self-control. 

One: We come to worship and praise the God who blesses, renews and 

refreshes us so that we are like fruit-bearing trees that are watered 

by God’s gracious guidance. 

All: We come, blessed by the fruit of God’s Spirit that enables us to 

worship God faithfully; and to accept others in loving gentleness 

and kindly goodness, to God’s greater glory. 

*Opening Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” (vss 1-2 & 4) 307 

*Prayer of Confession Sophia Deese 

O God, you made us in your own image. Where hearts are fearful and 

constricted, grant courage and hope. Where anxiety is infectious and 

widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities close 

every door and window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust 

twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination. Where spirits are 

daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. 

 (continued next page) 



O God, call us into a deeper relationship to be your church for the 

sake of the world. Help us to see with new eyes the injustices within 

church and society. Call us to have a loving heart that respects and 

uplifts the humanity and dignity of every person; open our ears to  

listen to and learn from the experiences of people of color. Open our 

mouths to speak up and about injustices. Join us with others to work 

for racial equity and inclusion for all people. 

*Assurance of Grace Sophia Deese 

One: Jesus reminds us, “Remember, I am with you always, until the end of 

the age.” Christ is with us, now and always. The Holy Spirit is in our 

midst, now and always. God the Creator is creating something new, 

now and always. 

All: We are always loved, always forgiven, always known to God 

and cannot be forgotten. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace Sophia Deese 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and  

one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “God of Great and God of Small” (verse 1) 19 

Scripture Luke 9:1–6 (NT: 69 | LPNT: 83) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Let the Morning Be Bright” by Wendell Kimbrough 



*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 

*Prayer of Dedication 

As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be used 

to pass on the promise of hope, of peace, of life, of community to all 

in need of your gifts and presence in their lives. Amen. 

Blessing for General Assembly Commissioners 

Faithful God, in baptism you claimed us; and by your Holy Spirit you 

are working in our lives, empowering us to live a life worthy of our 

calling. We thank you for leading Karen to this time and place.  

Establish her in your truth, and guide her by your Holy Spirit, that in 

your service she may grow in faith, hope, and love, and be a faithful 

disciple of Jesus Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and forever. 

Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you called disciples and, by the Holy 

Spirit, made them one church to serve you. Be with members of the 

General Assembly. Help them to welcome new things you are doing  

in the world and to respect old things you keep and use. In their  

deliberation, bring about what is best for us and for all people. As 

they meet, let your Spirit guide so that the whole church may be 

joined in love and service to Jesus Christ, who, having gone before 

us, is coming to meet us in the promise of your kingdom. Amen. 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 



We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 543 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Go with Us, Lord” 748 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Sophia Deese | Soloist: Cece Nedrud; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Bob Gerdes, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Lizanne, Gabby & Issy Ham | Volunteer Custodian: Rod Myers 

Chancel flowers are given today by Dave & Stephanie Larsen,  

in memory of John & Betty Rossi, and by Oak Grove,  

in appreciation of our awesome VBS volunteers! 

Sunday, Aug. 2 (10:30am–1:00 pm) 

Because the Moir Park pavilion and play area are under construction this summer, we 

are relocating our outdoor worship to the Oak Grove parking lot and church lunch to 

the social hall for this year. The Deacons are busy planning a wonderful event. Expect 

enlightening worship, great food, amazing company, and fun activities for children 

(games, crafts, bouncy house). We will provide fried chicken and ice cream desserts 

and invite you to bring a side dish or salad to share for the potluck. If you have questions 

or would like to help with the planning, please contact Patty Nail, Al Greimel, or any of 

the deacons. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & CHURCH LUNCH 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Hearing Aids Available for Worship 

Oak Grove has some hearing aids available to use during your time in the sanctuary 

and in the social hall and they are very easy to use. Please see head usher, Tom 

Mielke, or one of the ushers to help you. You will be given a small handheld device 

to set the volume, and an ear clip. After you have used them just return to the  

cabinet in the narthex. We hope this device will make worship a more meaningful 

experience for those who are hearing impaired. 

Summer Suppers: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of June, July and August! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be  

together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,  

patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Bring something to share (salad, 

main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! Questions?  

Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). RSVP the host if you plan on attending. 

June 24: Diane Prosser & Tom Juhnke (919-294-6051); 8821 Woodland Rd,  

Bloomington 55437 

July 8: Mary & Jim Koon (708-268-4614); 821 Hilltop Rd, Mendota Heights 55118 

July 22: Arlene & Joe Jullie (612-578-6598); 17041 Prairie Ln, Eden Prairie 55346 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) 

It’s time to look for SALES for the BEDDING DRIVE, July 19–Aug. 2. TWIN SIZED 

sheets, comforter, and standard size pillow; BED-IN-A-BAG preferred. 

It’s time to sign up for BUILD BEDS FOR KIDS, Thursday, Aug. 13 (5:30–7:45 pm) 

in Burnsville. This event is for ADULTS and KIDS 12+ (must be accompanied by a 

guardian). Sign up here: https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP 

Staff Vacation 

Sue Gjerset, office administrator, will be on vacation June 22–July 2. Church emails 

will continue to be monitored. 

https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

June 22 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

June 23 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10a–Noon) 

June 23 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30–11:30 am 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

June 23 | Session (6:45–8:15 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Bart 

June 25 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

July 1 | Spiritual Book Club (12–1:00 pm) 

 The Heart of Christianity 

 by Marcus J. Borg 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

 

All events are at Oak Grove  

unless otherwise noted. 

Chancel Flowers 

All are invited to contribute flowers to 

beautify the sanctuary and enrich our 

worship each week. Your contribution 

of $30 for each bouquet can be made 

on behalf of someone or a special  

occasion. Sign-ups are available in the 

Narthex or by calling the church office 

(952-888-4621). 

Oak Rovers Events 

Annual Boat Ride: Monday, July 20: Join us for our annual boat ride on Lake 

Minnetonka with Al and Alma’s. The cost is $25 which includes the boat ride and 

lunch. Carpooling from Oak Grove will be available. Sign up and pay at church today. 

Willy McCoys & Artistry: Monday, Aug. 10: Join us for dinner at Willy McCoys at 

5:00 pm and then we will go to Artistry to see In the Heights at 7:00 pm. Tickets 

are $15 each. Sign up and pay at church today. 

Questions? Contact Patsy Fisk (952-977-9900). 

Annual School Supplies Packing 

Party: Sunday, July 12 (2–6:00 pm) 

Children (PreK–5th grade), Youth  

(6–8th grade), and their caregivers, join 

us at the Diller’s, followed by a pool  

party and dinner to celebrate our hard work! 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

