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God, source of all light, by your Word, you give light to the soul. Pour 

out on us the spirit of wisdom and understanding, that our hearts and 

minds may be opened to know your truth and your way. Amen. 

Many people in the summer will take road trips. They pack up the car 

and head out on the open road. So we thought we would, over the next 

several weeks of the summer, take a scriptural road trip as well. There 

are many, many stories in both the Old and New Testament that happen 

while people are on the road; while they are traveling. There are some 

familiar ones; like the story of the Good Samaritan who happens upon 

someone who has been beaten as he travels the road to Jericho. Or there 

is the road that the Prodigal Son must travel back home after he is 

destitute and without other options. A few weeks ago, we heard about 

the disciples walking away from Jerusalem and to Emmaus when they 

encounter the risen Jesus. Or maybe you thought of the Road to 

Damascus that Saul travels where he meets God and begins his transition 

to Paul. In the Hebrew scriptures, there is the Exodus from Egypt, and 

there is the wandering in the desert for 40 years by Israel before they 

cross into the Promised Land. When Pastors Mary, Erica, and I began 

thinking about the stories in scripture of people on a road trip, or people 

traveling, we just kept thinking of story after story. 

Today we start with the story of Jesus sending out the disciples. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all contain such stories of Jesus sending the 

twelve disciples out. Luke also includes a story after the sending of the 

twelve of sending out 70 (or 72) disciples in pairs.  
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Our reading this morning is from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 9, verses 

1-6, when Jesus sends the twelve disciples. Listen for a word from God. 

Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and 

authority over all demons and to cure diseases,  and he sent them out to 

proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.  He said to them, 

“Take nothing for your journey: no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor 

money—not even an extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there, 

and leave from there.  Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are 

leaving that town shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against 

them.” So they departed and went through the villages, bringing the 

good news and curing diseases everywhere. 

Before they are sent out on their road trip, Jesus gathers the twelve to 

him and transfers his authority to them and sends them out to heal and to 

teach. Later in Luke, when he sends the 70 disciples, it is noted that they 

are sent out in pairs, and I am making the assumption that Jesus does the 

same here. 

 Before he sends them out, Jesus gives them instructions not to take 

anything with them, except a staff – no bread, no bag, no money. The 

disciples are to be dependent on the hospitality of those who would 

receive them. This is a remarkable instruction. Just a couple of chapters 

before this instruction to the disciples to rely on the hospitality of 

strangers, Jesus was not so well received – in his hometown no less! 

Jesus preached in his hometown synagogue, and the response from the 

crowd was so angry that they drove him out of the city and wanted to 

throw him off a cliff. Now Jesus tells his disciples that they are going to 

be dependent on the hospitality of others. Man – Jesus is tough. 

But I also wonder in his instruction and his example if Jesus isn’t telling 

his disciples more than just that they should travel without bread, bag, 

and money. I think he is telling them that they need to leave even more 
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behind. There is other baggage that will not serve them well on this trip 

as they go to heal and spread the good news. Perhaps Jesus is telling 

them to leave behind any preconceived notions.  

Leave behind any thoughts that this might be an easy journey. When you 

challenge the status quo – people don’t like it. When you challenge their 

worldviews and their values, it is bound to get ugly. People will get 

offended. People will not like you. This will not be easy. 

Leave behind that you thought those closest to you would be interested 

in what you have to say, or that they would automatically agree with 

you. That goes even for your family – or maybe more so for your family. 

They are the people who think they know you the best – and sometimes 

might be those that are the least able to hear what you have to say 

because they think they already know you. 

Leave behind the fear of failure and rejection. Not everyone will hear 

your message. Not everyone will believe the good news. You may share 

the good news, but that doesn’t mean people will hear it or accept it. Not 

everything you try will be perfect. Not everything you try will succeed. 

Do not dwell on the failure – it will happen. Let it go and leave it 

behind. Move on to the next thing. 

Leave behind your notion of power. This journey of following Jesus 

does not lead to prestige or power – at least not the kind of power the 

disciples were thinking a Messiah might have. They have the power to 

heal and to forgive – but not the power to lord over someone or to coerce 

people into following you. Leave that behind as well. 

I think Jesus might be saying leave behind any notion that this is about 

you. It’s not about you. It’s about what God can do through me and you. 

It’s about what others need. It’s not about you. 
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Leave behind resentment, pain, jealousy, fear – leave it all behind. Leave 

behind anything preventing you from sharing the good news. Leave 

behind whatever hinders or blocks you from being a light to the world. 

Leave behind the past or old patterns. Leave behind that which is 

destructive and does not build up. Leave it behind so that you have more 

to give. Leave it behind so that you might carry other’s burdens, so that 

your arms are open that you might support those in need.  

Oh, maybe most important, leave behind that you need to do this alone. 

This is not how this life is lived. This life is lived in community and with 

one another. When you go, you go together, in pairs, and you seek to 

stay with others. You must open yourselves to the hospitality of others 

and by doing so you invite others into your mission and into your lives.  

I think Jesus sends the disciples out in this way and with so little so that 

they might be dependent on both their faith in him, in each other, and in 

the people that they will meet. The Christian life is a life that is lived in 

community. This means that it is risky and messy. It means that there are 

times of vulnerability; times of failure; times of uncertainty; times of 

prejudice. But there are also times of joy; times of celebration; times of 

success; times of love. The Christian life lived in community has at its 

core interdependence, mutuality, hospitality, vulnerability, and love.  

And this is not always a message that will be heard. Jesus final 

instruction to the disciples is, “If any place will not welcome you and 

they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 

feet as a testimony against them.” So maybe there is yet one more thing 

we need to leave behind – and that is the belief that we can change 

someone’s mind if we just try hard enough. That as Christians we should 

be willing to engage with someone for as long as it takes for them to 

come around and hear the good news and live a new life. But maybe 



5 

there is a limit to how much we engage. Perhaps there are times when it 

is best just to walk away because the person isn’t ever going to hear you. 

Jesus says if anyone doesn’t receive them well, if they refuse to listen – 

shake it off and leave. This doesn’t seem very Jesus-y. Like many things 

in the Christian life, this is hard. Because Jesus also tells us to love our 

enemies. Where is the line between shaking it off and walking away, and 

loving your enemies? What is the Jesus-y thing to do? To stay in 

relationship, or cut your losses and bid the relationship farewell? 

To do the hard work of reconciliation. To be vulnerable, open, to dare to 

listen? Do we believe we can have mutuality and respect, and that we 

should work toward it – even when our experience tells us the other 

doesn’t afford us the same thing? If we try to love our enemies, there is 

the real possibility of harm. If we only shake it off and break off 

relationship, then we all end up in an echo chamber. 

I wrestle with knowing when to remain engaged and when it is best to 

walk away. Particularly as we see a struggle between a Christianity 

represented by humility, love, compassion, and mercy over against a 

supposed Christian narrative of exceptionalism, power, coercion, and 

fear. There are some that talk of a Christianity and a Christian faith that I 

see at its worst as a perversion of the faith, or at the very least, a poor or 

limited interpretation of our faith.  

Even as I may decry and declare and defend the faith against such a 

perversion and misinterpretation, I doubt it will do little good to engage 

in conversation with a person holding to White Christian Nationalist 

beliefs. No matter how much discussion might be had, no matter how 

much I might appeal to scripture or Christian thought and tradition, there 

will be no movement in how that person will believe.  
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And, frankly, perhaps the same could be said for me. There are some 

things and some ways I understand my faith in which I am unmovable. 

If you try to convince me that my faith tells me that God’s love is 

limited and only available to certain people, I will not be convinced. If 

you try to persuade me that God is a god who hates, that will be a 

fruitless conversation. It is better to shake the dust of your feet and walk 

away from me.  

As I said, I struggle with this and I wonder what the best course of 

action is. And the only answer I have come up with is – it depends. 

Sometimes we are called to love our enemies – and sometimes we are 

called to walk away. 

For me, it’s about assessing risk and harm. And even there, it’s hard 

because there is much about our faith that says we should be willing to 

risk it all…even to the point of death. But, I think we have to take into 

consideration the possibility of harm – and not put ourselves in 

situations where someone doesn’t afford us the same mutuality and 

respect, where someone would actively seek to do us harm. 

So sometimes we need to try as much as possible, and risk it to love our 

enemies. Or if not enemies, at least not to seal ourselves away in an echo 

chamber.  

But sometimes, you will need to shake it off, and walk away. Like the 

disciples who were told to leave things behind, we may find ourselves in 

a place where we have to leave some things behind. 

There are simply times when it is better to acknowledge that our 

resources, our time, and our efforts are best spent elsewhere. That does 

not make us bad Christians – on the contrary, it means using our gifts 

wisely. Leave behind the notion that you must engage with everyone and 
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with everything. Perhaps it is meant that they hear the good news from 

someone else. 

The life of Christian discipleship is complex and scary and frustrating 

and challenging. It is a journey of growth that often requires us to lose 

something for that growth. It calls us to engage with others and to risk 

being rejected. It calls us to try and be willing to fail. It calls us to 

question our assumptions about others and about what we believe. It 

leads us to be vulnerable and dependent on others. It might lead to 

uncomfortable moments or difficult conversation. It might lead us to 

change our minds or changing the minds of others. It might mean being 

willing to disengage with someone. It might mean stepping out with 

little more than faith. 

But it is a journey of courage and grace that we take together. It is a 

journey that is healing and that can conquer evil in whatever form it 

takes. It is a road trip into which Jesus invites us all.  

Amen. 


