
A Thought to Ponder 

“Being an ally can’t just be about nodding when someone says something  

we agree with, important as that is. It must also be about action. It’s our job  

to stand up for those who are not at the table when life-altering decisions are 

made.” – Kamala Harris 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship
1
 Larry Klueh 

One: Beloved, some of us came here tired, or carrying grief. 

All: But we are still here. 

One: Some of us came with joy in our bones and rainbows in our spirit. 

All:  And we are still here. 

One: In a world that tries to erase LGBTQ+ stories, 

All:  We shall not be moved. 

One: In a time when trans and nonbinary lives are targeted, 

All: We shall not be moved. 

One: When fear tells us to be silent, 

All: We shall not be moved. 

One: When shame tries to pull us from the truth of who God made us to be, 

All: We shall not be moved. 

One: We are rooted in love. 

All: We are rooted in justice. 

One: We are rooted in affirmation. 

All: We are rooted in God. 

One: Come, let us worship the God who sees the vulnerable, strengthens 

the weary, and calls the church into holy courage. 

All: Rooted in love, justice, and affirmation, we worship with joy.  

We worship with courage. We worship together. 



*Opening Hymn “Let Us Build a House” 301 

*Prayer of Confession
1
 Larry Klueh 

God of love and justice, We confess that we have not always loved as 

you call us to love. We confess the harm done in your name, especially 

to LGBTQ+ people: the exclusion, shame, silence, and fear that have 

wounded your beloved children. We confess, too, the ways we all fall 

short: choosing comfort over courage, silence over justice, and fear 

over love. Forgive us. Transform us. Root us again in love, justice, 

and affirmation. Make us a church where all are safe, celebrated, and 

truly belong. In the name of Jesus, who welcomed all with courageous 

love, we pray. Amen. 

*Assurance of Grace
1
 Larry Klueh 

One: Beloved, hear this good news: God does not abandon us to shame. 

God does not leave us in the wilderness. God does not ask us to 

sacrifice our beloved-ness in order to be faithful.  

All: In Christ, the old powers do not get the final word. Fear does 

not get the final word. Exclusion does not get the final word. 

Bad theology that rejects does not get the final word.  

One: God’s grace is still rising. God’s Spirit is still making the church new. 

So, stand tall, beloved. Breathe deep.  

All: We are forgiven. We are beloved. We are free. Thanks be to God. 

Passing of the Peace Larry Klueh 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and  

one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 



We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart – Commissioning of Mission Team 

Guiding and loving God, empower this Mission Team to be your 

hands and feet. Help them to know you by listening, learning, and 

serving others. By their actions and words, make them witnesses of 

your great love. Pour out your Holy Spirit on them to do their tasks 

faithfully and joyfully. Bring them safely home and then let their  

experience further enrich us, so that we too will glorify You by  

serving with joy. In the name of the One who sends us into the  

world and promises never to forsake us, Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Hymn of Response “This Little Light of Mine” (on screens) 

Scripture Genesis 18:1–15; 21:1–7 (OT: 14 | LPOT: 17) 

Message 

Candlelight Litany for Pride
1
 (see insert) 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Plowshare Prayer” by Spence LaJoye 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious and holy God, accept what we offer today: our tithes and  

offerings, our faltering steps, our brokenness, our leftovers, our hope, 

our risking, our lives. Bless and transform all that we offer and all that 

we hold back, that new life may be ours, to celebrate and share in  

Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Candlelight Litany for Pride 

One: Beloved, we celebrate today the rainbow of humanity. We are multicolored 

and multifaceted, all beloved of God. 

Red is for life, the root of Spirit. Free all people from shame and grant us 

the grace of healthy pride so we can follow our own inner light. We light 

this candle and give thanks that God created us just the way we are.  

(red candle is lit) 

All: We are the rainbow alive. We are love in action. We are red and rose, 

coral and carmine, garnet and scarlet. 

One: We are not static. We vibrate in wonder. We are growing love, in tension 

between the now and the not yet, love in possibility.  We know we are 

more than the paint-by-number stories others tell about us. We light this 

candle, delighting that we are holy questions with many answers?  

(orange candle is lit) 

All: We are the rainbow alive. We are love in action. We are orange and 

auburn, ochre, and sandstone, peach and vermillion. 

One: We are not tame. We will not be bound or broken. We are love that risks 

for love, for more love, more life, for ourselves and our heart friends. We 

cross the borders, leap the barriers, and mount the barricades. We seize 

the day, simply to be who we will be. We light this candle to illumine the way. 

(yellow candle is lit) 

All: We are the rainbow alive. We are love in action. We are yellow and 

mustard, maize and goldenrod, bumblebee and saffron. 

One: Green is for love, the heart of spirit. You are our Heart, O Christ, breaking 

rules out of love. In a world obsessed with purity, you touch the sick and 

eat with outcasts. Free us from conformity and grant us the grace of  

defiance. (green candle is lit) 

All: We are the rainbow alive. We are love in action. We are green and 

mint, moss and sage, celadon and chartreuse. (over) 



Candlelight Litany for Pride 

One: We are none of us any one thing. We are none of us just some laundry list 

of competing identities. We are love that intersects. We are constellations of 

communities in and among ourselves. We light this candle as a reminder 

that none of us are free until all of us are free to be all that we are, all at 

once. (blue candle is lit) 

All: We are the rainbow alive. We are love in action. We are blue and royal, 

cerulean and sapphire, cornflower and cobalt. 

One: We are love in action for ourselves, for our neighbors, even for our enemies, 

and for the planet we call home. Love does because love can never leave 

well enough alone. We light this candle with the words of Dr. Cornel 

West, who reminds us that just as intimacy is what love looks like in  

private, “justice is what love looks like in public.” (purple candle is lit) 

All: We are the rainbow alive. We are love in action. We are purple and 

plum, puce and magenta, mauve and aubergine. 

One: We are the rainbow alive. We are love in action. But the rainbow is not 

complete. And so we leave this last candle unlit. It’s not for us, not even 

for all of each of us and all our communities and all our stories. We are 

love in action, but we are not all the love. We cannot do it all, or even 

know all that needs to be done. This candle is for those who remain 

strangers to us, for those colors we cannot yet see. We leave it for them 

to light, for the unknown love that will lead us all into our future together 

over the rainbow. So let all the hearts gathered in this place say 

“Amen!” (rainbow candle remains unlit) 

All: Amen! 



Plowshare Prayer by Spence LaJoye 

Dear blessed creator, dear mother, dear savior. 

Dear father, dear brother, dear holy other. 

Dear sibling, dear baby, dear patiently waiting. 

Dear sad and confused, dear stuck and abused. 

Dear end of your rope, dear worn out and broke. 

Dear go it alone, dear running from home. 

Dear righteously angry, forsaken by family. 

Dear jaded and quiet, dear tough and defiant. 

I pray that I'm heard and I pray that this works. 

 

I pray if a prayer has been used as a sword. 

Against you and your heart. 

Against you and your word. 

I pray that this prayer is a plowshare of sorts. 

That it might break you open. 

It might help you grow. 

I pray that your body gets all that it needs. 

 

And if you don't want healing. 

I just pray for peace. 

I pray that your burden gets lighter each day. 

I pray the mean voice in your head goes away. 

I pray that you honor the grief as it comes. 

I pray you can feel all the life in your lungs. 

I pray that if you go all day being brave. 

That you can go home, go to bed feeling safe. 

 

I pray you're forgiven. I pray you forgive. 

I pray you set boundaries and openly live. 

I pray that you feel you are worth never leaving. 

I pray that you know I will always believe you. 

I pray that you're heard and I pray that this works. (over) 



Plowshare Prayer by Spence LaJoye 

Amen on behalf of the last and the least. 

On behalf of the anxious, depressed and unseen. 

Amen for the workers, the hungry, the houseless. 

Amen for the lonely and recently spouseless. 

 

Amen for the queers and their closeted peers. 

Amen for the bullied who hold in their tears. 

Amen for the mothers of little Black sons. 

Amen for the kids who grow up scared of guns. 

 

Amen for the addicts, ashamed and hungover. 

Amen for the calloused, the wisened, the sober. 

Amen for ones who want life to be over. 

Amen for the leaders who lose their composure. 

 

And amen for the parents who just lost their baby. 

Amen for chronically ill and disabled. 

Amen for the children down at the border. 

Amen for the victims of our law and order. 

I pray that you're heard and I pray that this works. 

 

I pray if a prayer has been used as a sword. 

Against you and your heart. 

Against you and your word. 

I pray that this prayer is a plowshare of sorts. 



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “For Everyone Born” (revised lyrics on screens) 769 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Draw the Circle Wide” (on screens) 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

1Call to Worship, Confession & Assurance, adapted from the Open and Affirming Coalition,  

United Church of Christ 

2Closing Candlelight Litany adapted from litanies by John MacIver Gage & Kittredge Cherry  

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush, Mary Koon & Erica Schemper; 

Liturgist: Larry Klueh | Musician(s): Sonya Butler, Sophia Deese, 

Kim Goodman, Nancy Jensen, Anne Klueh, Emily Lassiter,  

Cece Nedrud, Marikay Wolf | Guitar: Davis Radtke; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Vera DeLaHunt & Brad Bowker | Volunteer Custodian: Bob Gerdes 

Chancel flowers are given today by the Greimel family,  

in memory of Al’s dad, Don Greimel, and by Diane Bumgartner,  

in memory of father, Howard Baumgartner, and mother, Susan. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Summer Suppers: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of June, July and August! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be  

together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,  

patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Please plan to bring something  

to share (salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! 

Questions? Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). Please RSVP the host  

if you plan on attending. 

June 24: Diane Prosser & Tom Juhnke (919-294-6051); 8821 Woodland Rd,  

Bloomington 55437 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) 

It’s time to look for SALES for the BEDDING DRIVE, July 19–Aug. 2. TWIN SIZED 

sheets, comforter, and standard size pillow; BED-IN-A-BAG preferred. 

It’s time to sign up for BUILD BEDS FOR KIDS, Thursday, Aug. 13 (5:30–7:45 pm) 

in Burnsville. This event is for ADULTS and KIDS 12+ (must be accompanied by a 

guardian). Sign up here: https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP 

Won’t You Be an Usher? 

Ushers are an important part of each Sunday’s worship. At Oak Grove, ushers  

typically serve one Sunday each month. There may be opportunities for special services 

throughout the year (i.e., Ash Wednesday, Good Friday). As an usher, you might be 

the first point of contact for worshippers, providing a crucial first impression of Oak 

Grove’s welcoming nature. In addition to greeting and distributing bulletins at the 

Sanctuary doors, you might:  

• Help congregants find seats, especially in crowded services, and assist those 

with disabilities or special needs. 

• Manage the timing of seating to minimize distractions, particularly during prayers 

or the sermon.  

• Collect offerings during the service and deliver them to a secure place.  

• Direct congregants forward for communion in an orderly manner. 

Sharon Solomon will be at a table in the Narthex today after worship. Please stop 

by to sign up or ask questions. Thank you! 

https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

June 16 | Public Witness (5:30–7:00 pm) 

 Contact Becky Dop (612-743-1011) 

June 17 | Ladies Who Lunch (12–2:00 pm) 

 James by Percival Everett 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

June 18 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

June 19 | Juneteenth 

June 22 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

June 23 | Session (6:45–8:15 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Bart 

 

All events are at Oak Grove  

unless otherwise noted. 

Contact Information Changes 

If you move or change your phone 

number or email address, please let 

the church know so we can update our 

records. Send changes to 

ogpc@oakgrv.org or call the church 

office (952-888-4621). Thanks for 

helping us keep everyone connected! 

Tour to Saint John’s Abbey: Saturday, June 20, 2026 

We will travel to Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minn. for a guided tour of the  

Saint John’s Bible. While on campus we will also tour the Chapel and the Saint John’s 

Pottery. We will carpool from Oak Grove at 9:00 am and return about 5:30 pm. Lunch 

will be on your own in the Campus Dining Room. 

If we have a monk-guided tour of the chapel, the cost is $5 per person. If that is not 

possible, we will take a self-guided tour instead. Sign up sheets are in the Narthex. 

You may also contact Lisa Pomroy at 218-591-4979 or lisaorbill@msn.com. 

Annual School Supplies Packing 

Party: Sunday, July 12 (2–6:00 pm) 

Children (PreK–5th grade), Youth  

(6–8th grade), and their caregivers, 

join us at the Dillers, followed by a pool 

party and dinner to celebrate our hard 

work! 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

