
A Thought to Ponder 

“When you were born, you cried, and the world rejoiced. Live your life so that 

when you die, the world cries and you rejoice.” – Cherokee Proverb 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

June 7, 2026 Graduate Sunday 9:30 am 

https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Violette Lagani 

One: The sinners, the saints, the broken, the whole:  

All: we all come seeking the One who offers grace and hope. 

One: The doubters, the devout, the wonderers, the wanderers: 

All: we all seek to follow the One who works for justice and hope  

for all of God's people. 

One: The hesitant, the heroic, the grandparents, the little children: 

All: we all listen for the songs of joy all creation sings to the  

One who gives life and peace. 

*Opening Hymn “Here I Am, Lord” 69 

*Prayer of Confession Violette Lagani 

One: In this place, in this moment, we wonder, "is it true?" God's hopes, 

God's promises, God's grace - are they really for you, for me, for us? 

God invites us to bring our questions, as well as our fears and failures, 

so we might discover the truth for ourselves, as we pray, saying: 

All: Holy One, as we walk through our lives, you call out to us. And 

often, we are too distracted to hear; or what we hear you saying 

sounds too big and too ambitious, and we choose not to hear 

your call. Open our ears and our hearts, that we might hear your 

voice. Strengthen our bodies and spirits for the journey you call us 

to undertake. And help us believe your assurance that you are 

always with us, no matter where the path may lead. Amen. 



*Assurance of Grace Violette Lagani 

One: Here is the good news: it is not up to us. God has not wavered in 

keeping the covenant of grace, of hope, of mercy, of life. 

All: By God's grace, we are forgiven; by God's healing, we are made 

whole; by God's constant love, we are restored to life. Thanks 

be to God. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace Violette Lagani 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and  

one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “Christ Be Beside Me” (vss 1–2) 702 

Scripture Genesis 12:1–5 (OT: 10 | LPOT: 12) 

 Hebrews 11:8–12 (NT: 225 | LPNT: 273) 

Message 

Recognition of High School Graduates 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Let Your Love Shine” by Mark Miller 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 



*Prayer of Dedication 

God, you have given each of us gifts to use as members of the body 

of Christ. Here are our gifts – the work of our hands, our hearts, and 

our lives. We pray that they may help to bring the Good News of  

Jesus Christ to our world, today and always, here and everywhere. 

Amen. 

Sacrament of Communion 

Communion will be by intinction; please take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, 

and return to your seat. If you are unable to come forward, a server will come to you. 

The juice is non-alcoholic. Gluten free is available as well. 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread & Cup 

Prayer following Communion 

We thank you, O God, for calling us to you, and for feeding us at your 

table. We thank you for strengthening us for the journey. We could 

not do it on our own – stepping out in faith, to unknown places, trusting 

in you above everything else. So, bless us with your gifts as we  

continue to follow you, seeking the lonely, helping the broken, and 

bringing hope to our world. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 



Welcome, Oak Grove members and visitors, we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth Care, Covenant Network, and More Light  

Congregation. The congregation of Oak Grove values its roots that go back more than 

150 years, even as we follow the movement of the Spirit into new ways of being and 

doing. We always welcome your suggestions. 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “May God Support You All Your Days” 548 

 (sung to the tune of 693) 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens) 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Erica Schemper, Bart Roush & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Violette Lagani | Musicians: Bethany & Violette Lagani; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Andy Snyder, Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Chris, Karen, Claire & Grace Diller | Volunteer Custodian: Al Greimel 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Patty & Ron Nail, in celebration of Milo, Kelly and Allison's birthdays,  

and by the Oak Grove congregation, in celebration of all the graduates! 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Summer Suppers: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of June, July and August! 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be  

together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,  

patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. Please plan to bring something  

to share (salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! 

Questions? Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). Please RSVP the host  

if you plan on attending. 

June 10: Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697); 8447 Blaisdell Ave S, Bloomington 55420 

June 24: Diane Prosser & Tom Juhnke (919-294-6051); 8821 Woodland Rd,  

Bloomington 55437 

Bloomington Pride Festival: Sunday, June 14 (1–6:00 pm) 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church will again have a booth at annual Bloomington 

Pride at the Civic Plaza (1800 W Old Shakopee Rd). We are in need of people to 

help staff the booth that afternoon. You can volunteer for just one hour or several 

hours. We offer a warm and welcoming presence in addition to handing out Oak 

Grove brochures and candy. Please contact Meg Robles (612-798-5935) if you are 

able to help. 

Since its founding in 2021, the festival has grown into one of the most joyful and  

affirming LGBTQ+ events in Minnesota, drawing over 3,000 attendees from across 

the region. There will be live performances, local food trucks, family-friendly activities, 

and about 100 vendors representing LGBTQ+ artists, makers, nonprofits, and small 

businesses. Mark the date on your calendar and plan to stop by and say “Hi” to us. 

Support the LGBTQ+ members of the church and our community. 

Tour to Saint John’s Abbey: Saturday, June 20, 2026 

We will travel to Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minn. for a guided tour of the 

Saint John’s Bible. While on campus we will also tour the Chapel and the Saint 

John’s Pottery. We will carpool from Oak Grove at 9:00 am and return about 5:30 

pm. Lunch will be on your own in the Campus Dining Room. If we have a monk-

guided tour of the chapel, the cost is $5 per person. If that is not possible, we will 

take a self-guided tour instead. Sign up sheets are in the Narthex. You may also 

contact Lisa Pomroy at 218-591-4979 or lisaorbill@msn.com. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

June 8 | Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

June 8 | Singles Fellowship (5–6:00 pm) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

June 8 | Soul Sisters (7–8:30 pm) 

 Home of Karen Gerdes 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

June 16 | Public Witness (5:30–7:00 pm) 

 Contact Becky Dop (612-743-1011) 

June 17 | Ladies Who Lunch (12–2:00 pm) 

 James by Percival Everett 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

 

All events are at Oak Grove  

unless otherwise noted. 

Gold Name Tags 

Are you wondering why some worshippers 

have gold-colored name tags? They 

are worn by people who are not yet 

members of Oak Grove. We do this so 

that people can warmly greet those 

with the different name tags. Please 

welcome them by introducing yourself.  

Vacation Bible School 

Join us June 15–18 (9 am to noon) for four fabulous days when we’ll be playing and 

singing and learning about what it means to be planted firmly like trees, growing in 

God’s love. Children who will be enrolled in PreK through grade 5 in the fall of 2026 

are welcome to attend. The cost is $30 per child or $70 for three or more children. 

Please contact Pastor Erica with any questions and for information about scholarships; 

we do not want cost to be a barrier! Sign up at https://bit.ly/OGVBS26 

Payments can be made in the church office or via the Oak Grove Website at  

https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/vbs 

Annual School Supplies Packing 

Party: Sunday, July 12 (2–6:00 pm) 

Children (PreK–5th grade), Youth  

(6–8th grade), and their caregivers, 

join us at the Dillers, followed by a pool 

party and dinner to celebrate our hard 

work! 

https://bit.ly/OGVBS26
https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/vbs


 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

