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As we prepare to hear God’s Word proclaimed this day, let us pray.

O God, the Three in One, you draw us into your community of love with
people across the ages and around the world. By the same Spirit that
binds us together, speak to us, that what we read and ponder may enliven
us and stretch us to trust and follow you; through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Our scripture reading for today is from the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter
28, verses 16 - 20. Let us listen for God’s Word given to us today.

“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him, but
they doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that [ have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”

This i1s the Word of God for us the people of God, thanks be to God.

Today is Trinity Sunday. I’'m a nerd who has taken a lot of theological
education over the years. That means I’ve taken a few different Christian
doctrines. Despite the courses being at different schools and different
teachers, I noticed a similarity: whenever we had our class on the
Trinity, it never had the same feeling as our other class sessions. For

1



example, when we talked about Jesus, we talked about what it meant for
Jesus to be fully human and divine, and what that looked like, or when
we talked about the church, we talked about the different ways to
understand the church’s role and identity in the world. Those class days
left me pondering our discussions and wondering even more about who
God is. The days we talked about the Trinity though... I never walked
away like that. That’s because I felt like the classes always focused on
the “not’s. As in, what you could not say, or not believe, about the
trinity. While Christian theology seemed to agree that God was Triune,
three-in-one, the agreements seemed to stop there.

Rather, I learned about the different ways that people over the years
have tried to explain this paradoxical, three yet only one, divine mystery,
and then I learned all the different ways that their attempted explanations
were wrong. Of course, being wrong here doesn’t just mean differing
views between two groups. This “being wrong” was divisive. Those
people who made these “wrong” theologies were often deemed heretics
and then excommunicated. As Protestant Christians, we tend to think of
the break in the church being the Reformation, but 500 years before that
there was another schism in the church. This schism split the Eastern and
the Western churches, and one of the largest theological drivers of this
split was disagreement over understanding of the Trinity. These classes
never left me feeling good about church history. They also gave me very
little to ponder about afterwards because any doctrine that was
considered safe enough to consider was vague and difficult to grasp

Perhaps this points to a few important truths, the first being that the
Trinity is indeed mysterious and difficult to grasp. We see evidence of
the Trinity throughout the Bible, but have only two passages that so
directly name God as three, today’s scripture being one of those two.
Many of you may know this, but the word “trinity” doesn’t even appear
in the Bible. It would actually take another 100 years for the word
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“trinity” to be coined by an early Church leader so that we as humans
had a way to put language around this mystery that we trust and profess.

Herein lies a second important truth more about us humans than God.
We don’t often like mystery! We prefer to have a clear understanding of
what to believe, what is true, and what we are supposed to do. This
might be even more true for us Presbyterians who like to be decent and
in order. How are we supposed to put something into order if it’s a
mystery to us? Even if we concede that we can’t put the Divine into our
human order and understanding of things, we still have the question to
grapple with: What should this mean to us, especially if we know we
can’t fully grasp it?

If we look to Jesus’ words to his disciples today, I think we find some
answers to that question. Our passage today is the final passage of the
book of Matthew. Jesus has risen from the dead, the two Mary’s have
found the empty tomb, encountered Jesus, and passed his message on to
the disciples: go to Galilee and he will see them there. Presumably, and
thankfully, the disciples believed the women’s story because they make
the journey from Jerusalem to Galilee. The eleven disciples go to the
mountain they had been directed to, and indeed, Jesus is there, waiting
for them. His following words to them are what we call the great
commission where he tells them to go and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
It’s easy for us to focus on the commissioning and action aspect of
Jesus’ statement of going and making disciples. If we do that, we miss
that Jesus just made a very important statement about unity

Jesus has reformed baptism to be an action of unity. We haven’t heard
much about baptism since Jesus’ own baptism at the beginning of his
ministry. There, John the Baptist was baptizing individuals for the
repentance of their sins. Now, at the end of his ministry, after all



authority on heaven and Earth has been given to him, Jesus is changing
the focus. Rather than baptism now being about the person’s choice and
their repentance, the focus now is on who the baptism is in the name of.
Jesus makes it clear that it is one name for the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Though three, they are in unity with each other. Baptism then is a
sign of coming into unity with God.

Jesus also makes it clear to the disciples that this unity stretches far and
wide. The book of Matthew was primarily focused on the nation of
Israel and was likely written to a largely Jewish audience. Jesus
unequivocally changes this with his directive to make disciples of all
nations. There is no special selected group of people. The disciples are
not supposed to reach only some people or the ones they think are
worthy or that they want to go to. All people of any nation of any
background of any identity are welcomed into this unity with God, not
by any merit of our own, but out of God’s abundant love for us

Now, Jesus could have ended his instructions here. The disciples have
what they need to succeed. They know what they’re supposed to do. If
they’ve been watching and learning from Jesus as they were supposed
to, they know that they are supposed to go to all the nations to teach
them. But Jesus adds one last statement, the very last words of the
Gospel of Matthew. “And remember, [ am with you always, to the end
of the age.” As Reverend Anna Case-Winters states, this final word of
the gospel was perhaps the only word we really need. Jesus could have
done nothing more or given more instruction or a great many other
things. But Jesus chose to end on giving the disciples, and us,
reassurance. Jesus assures us that he is with us.



Almost every English Bible translates this line as “with you always,” but
the Greek here is a little odd. Jesus actually says “I am with you all the
days until the end of the age.” Most translators render this as always,
even though there was a way to have said “always” more directly in
Greek. I have a slight preference for reading this line as “all the days.”
“Always” 1s a bit too big, too vague. But to say Jesus is with us all the
days is indeed reassuring. It’s not just the days when it would be the
easiest; not just the days we need it most; not just the days when we are
at our best; not just the days that we are aware of Christ’s presence. All
of the days, whatever they hold, whatever they look like, Christ has
promised us that he 1s with us

Even though Jesus says this as “I am with you,” knowing what we know
about the unity of the Trinity, [ want us to take a moment to ponder what
this truly means. God our creator, who put the planets and stars into their
places, who formed the world by speaking it into existence, who knit us
together in our mothers’ wombs, is with us all the days. Christ our
Redeemer, who became flesh and blood to walk among us, to show us
the way of truth, love, and mercy, to go to the cross to die and rise again,
is with us all the days. The Holy Spirit, who 1s our advocate, guide,
comforter, and sustainer, is with all the days. This mysterious, divine,
holy beyond all imagining God, is with us imperfect, insignificant
humans all of our days. Even though there is more to this triune God
than we can ever understand, we can find our grounding in God’s desire
to be in union with us and God’s continued presence with us.

Now, if these sound like nice words to hear today, but are hard to
believe or trust or maybe ring hollow, know that that is ok. The disciples
themselves were staring at the risen Jesus, and they worshipped him.
And, they doubted. At first glance, this seems out of place. Most of us
would like to think that if the risen Jesus is standing before us and giving
us instruction, we wouldn’t be doubting. But, when we consider the
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tremendous amount of trauma, fear, grief, uncertainty, and challenge the
disciples went through in those days, their doubt seems a little more
realistic. We might have some insights even into their experience. These
past many months have presented their own fears and griefs for all of us,
across our city, state, nation, and world. We’ve been challenged on what
it means to follow Christ in our times like these. This is all in addition to
all the everyday and not-so everyday trials and tribulations that we face
as a part of this life, whether it be for us or someone in our network of
family and friends. All of this can wear on us. You might be in the place
of wanting to trust that God is with you on this very day, but today, there
just might be doubt. And if that is you today, it is ok.

This is where we as a people of faith must take inspiration from our
God. We must form one community made up of many different people.
As one community with each other, we can worship our Triune God
together and spread the message of unity to all people. As one
community with each other, we can hold the space for the doubts that
will come and help one another to remember that God is with us in the
midst of them too. As one community with each other, we can walk
together this life of faith, with its ups and downs, questions and fears,
triumphs, and everything else, for all the days, until we meet our God
face to face. May it be so. Amen.



