
2026 Graduates & Next Steps for Oak Grove Youth 

Evangeline 

Johnson 

Attending: University 

of Puget Sound 

(Tacoma, Wash.) 

Violette  

Lagani 

Attending: cosmetology 

school in Iowa City, 

Iowa 

Nat Myers 

Attending:  

Dunwoody College 

of Technology 

(architecture) 

Ngadhe Philip 

Attending:  

Concordia College  

in Saint Paul 

Olivia Roush 

Attending Northern 

Illinois University  

in DeKalb 

(mechatronics  

engineering & history) 

Katrin Wenz 

Attending: University 

of Washington in  

Seattle (biology) 

Emee Danielson 

Completed: Doctor 

of Nursing Practice 

in Nurse-Midwifery 

Hera Roush 

Completed: BA in 

Art & Design at Iowa 

State University. 

Attending: UW-

Milwaukee (Master 

of Architecture) 
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American 

Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions? 

Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale:  

Sunday, June 7 (before & after worship) 

Each quarter on the first Sunday of the month 

(March, June, September & December) we will 

have coffee available for sale during church. 

Each one-pound bag (Regular Roast ground 

or whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans) 

costs $14, cash or check. 

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees 

small, independent coffee growers in San Lucas 

Toliman, Guatemala, a just price for their 

product, which helps them support their families. 

Tour to Saint John’s Abbey: Saturday, June 20 

We will travel to Saint John’s Abbey in  

Collegeville, Minn. for a guided tour of the Saint 

John’s Bible. While on campus we will also tour 

the Chapel and the Saint John’s Pottery. We will 

carpool from Oak Grove at 9:00 am and return 

about 5:30 pm. Lunch will be on your own in the 

Campus Dining Room. If we have a monk-

guided tour of the chapel, the cost is $5 per  

person. If that is not possible, we will take a self-

guided tour instead. Sign-up sheets are in the 

Narthex. You may also contact Lisa Pomroy at 

218-591-4979 or lisaorbill@msn.com. 

Creative Hands Across the River Crafters: 

Saturday, July 11 (9 am to noon) 

Creative people, come to Creative Hands Across 

the River Crafters in the social hall at Oak 

Grove. Bring your knitting, crocheting, quilting, 

or other craft projects to work on and enjoy  

camaraderie with friendly crafters from  

Presbyterian Church of the Apostles and Oak 

Grove Church. Questions? Contact Ruth 

Dukelow (952-923-0799. We hope to see you 

there! 

Freedom Fighters Support Group:  

Tuesday, June 16 & July 21 (6:30–8:30 

pm) 

This veteran-driven support group meets on 

the third Tuesday of each month at Oak 

Grove. It is open to our military veterans, 

their families, and support systems. It is an 

opportunity for them to gather and work 

through their issues while enjoying camaraderie 

and friendship. A community meal is provided 

along with live music, and chiropractic,  

acupuncture, and massage services. 

There will also be tables with veteran and 

community-based resources available. The 

group is free to all who participate. You may 

be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by 

The Mission Project. 

Oak Grove & Community Happenings… 

Oak Leaves Combined Issue: This month is a combined June/July 

issue. The next publication will be for the month of August. 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 >> 

Golden Spotlight: Al Netten 
submitted by Karen Gerdes 

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group (90 years plus) is  

selected at random to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the  

lives of our “golden” members whose lives shine with faith and love. 

A 
l Netten, a strong and possibly stubborn 

Dutchman, was born on June 2, 

1936, and will turn 90 on June 2. He 

was born in Ireton, Iowa, the third of six other 

siblings. The son of a laborer, the family 

moved a few times as his father sought work. 

A job as the plant operator for an electrical 

generator company took the family to Orange 

City, Iowa where Al grew up from sixth grade 

through graduation from Orange City High 

School. Oh, but wait, along that 

path he met Lila (his future wife) 

when he was in junior high. 

More about her later. 

Actually, Al graduated from 

high school at age 16 and 

then entered Northwestern 

Junior College. Upon his two-

year completion, he enlisted in 

the Navy and chose to become 

an aircraft pilot; he believes it was 

because he was good at science and math. 

During this time, he was dating Lila, who was 

getting a two-year teaching degree, and he 

said he had to work hard to “win her over!” 

They married in 1956 while Al was a cadet in 

flight training and Lila was at her first teaching 

position. Upon completion of flight school Lila 

joined 2nd Lieutenant Al in Pensacola, Fla. 

After a four-year stint as a fighter pilot the 

Nettens found themselves in Ames, Iowa 

where Al completed his studies in electrical 

engineering at Iowa State. 

A degree in electrical engineering brought Al 

to Control Data where for 25 years he 

worked in testing aircraft computers. This job 

took them from living in Burnsville to Tucson, 

Ariz, and back to Bloomington. During that 

time period came the birth of daughter, Jane, 

and son, David. 

Family life at that time consisted of spring 

break trips to Tucson or Sanibel, Fla. Summers 

in Minnesota took Al and the kids to the 

Boundary Waters, or camping with some of 

Al’s family, and finally in 1985 building a cabin 

on Balsam Lake (patterned after a cabin 

owned by the Fishers). Lots of fun has 

been had at the cabin with children 

and grandchildren and is now 

owned by son David. 

Another huge change in family 

life was Al losing his job at 

Control Data. However, now 

in retrospect it was the best 

thing to happen to him and the 

family. In 1991 he bought his 

first Wild Bird Store in Bloomington 

and the rest is history. He and son David 

now own six stores in the metro area and this 

year they are celebrating their 35th anniversary 

of ownership. They have expanded the 

stores to include home delivery, an online 

business, and they are thriving. 

We cannot talk about this Dutch family and 

not reflect on their involvement in the Tulip 

Festivals held yearly in May in Orange City, 

Iowa.  

As young people both Lila and Al dressed in 

Dutch costumes and marched in yes, 

WOODEN SHOES! Al said his feet really hurt 

when he finished those parades. However, 

they continued for many, many years to  

participate in this lovely tradition and especially 
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GOLDEN SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

Lila continued wearing her Dutch costume. 

Al’s sister is being honored this year at the 

festival as she and a friend have made Dutch 

costumes since the 1970’s and she is now 

94. 

Al and Lila became members at Oak Grove 

in November of 1973 transferring from  

Presbyterian Church of the Apostles in 

Burnsville. It is where Jane and David were 

raised and where Al and Lila sang in the 

choir for many years. 

Al was the choir’s prime tenor and sang 

many solos. Besides choir, he was an Elder 

serving on the Stewardship and Building 

Committees and played an instrumental role 

in acquiring the funding for the church we 

worship in today. Oak Grove was a big part 

of Al and Lila’s life. 

Al and Lila were married for 68 years and 

were lifelong partners and best friends. Sadly, 

Lila died in the spring of 2025, and she is 

missed every day. These days you may see 

Al sitting on a bench at Presbyterian Homes 

enjoying the birds or having a chat with one 

of its residents.  

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church will again 

have a booth at annual Bloomington Pride at 

the Civic Plaza (1800 W Old Shakopee Rd). 

We are in need of people to help staff the 

booth that afternoon.  

You can volunteer for just one hour or several 

hours. We offer a warm and welcoming  

presence in addition to handing out Oak 

Grove brochures and candy. Please contact 

Meg Robles (612-798-5935) if you are able to 

help. 

Since its founding in 2021, the festival has 

grown into one of the most joyful and affirming 

LGBTQ+ events in Minnesota, drawing over 

3,000 attendees from across the region.  

There will be live performances, local food 

trucks, family-friendly activities, and about 

100 vendors representing LGBTQ+ artists, 

makers, nonprofits, and small businesses. 

Mark the date on your calendar and plan to 

stop by and say “Hi” to us. Support the 

LGBTQ+ members of the church and our 

community. 

Bloomington-Pride Festival: Sunday, June 14 (1–6:00 pm) 
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Children’s Ministry hosted a fun family hike at Old Cedar Bridge on Sunday, May 17. We had 

a great group of children and adults (and three dogs) join in on the fun as we explored nature, 

spotted a huge flock of swans, and even found some monarch caterpillar eggs. We ended the 

walk playing at the adventure playground. We were grateful the weather held for a beautiful 

day! 

Family Hike 

DATE CHANGE: Sunday, Aug. 2 

LOCATION CHANGE: Oak Grove Parking Lot (Moir Park is closed for construction) 

Because the Moir Park pavilion and play area are under construction this summer, we are  

relocating our outdoor worship and picnic to the Oak Grove parking lot for this year. 

The deacons are busy planning a wonderful event. Expect enlightening worship, great food, 

amazing company, and fun activities for children. We will provide fried chicken and ice cream 

desserts, and invite you to bring a side dish or  salad to share for the potluck. 

If you have questions or would like to help with the planning, please contact Patty Nail,  

Al Greimel, or any of the deacons. More details to come. 

Outdoor Worship & Church Lunch changes 
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June 15–18: Vacation Bible School  

(9:00am–Noon) 

“Psalm 1: Like a Tree” We’ll be exploring 

what it means to grow in God’s love, like 

trees planted by the water, growing up to the 

sun, bearing good fruit. If youth (entering 

grades 6 and up) are interested in volunteering, 

contact Pastor Erica. Register kids entering 

grades pre-school to 5th this fall here:  

https://bit.ly/OGVBS26 

VBS costs $30 per child, $70 for three or 

more children. You can pay in the church office 

or via this online link:  

https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/vbs 

July 5–10 Clearwater Forest Camp 

Join other Oak Grove folks at camp this summer! 

There’s still time to register. We’ve got an 

amazing bunch of Oak Grove kids and youth 

attending this summer, during the same session, 

July 5–10. 

Children entering grades 3–6 should register 

for Discovery Camp. Youth entering grades 7–9 

should register for Adventure Camp. It will be 

a fun week of making friends, getting active 

in the outdoors, exploring the arts, worship, 

and Bible study groups.  

Clearwater Forest is a PC(USA) camp in 

Deerwood, Minn. Contact Karen Diller (763-

772-8857) with any questions. If cost is  

an issue, contact Pastor Erica regarding 

scholarships. 

Registration and more information at:  

https://clearwaterforest.org 

July 12: Children’s Ministry Pool Party 

(2–6:00 pm) at the Diller home.  

We’ll work on assembling school supply kits 

followed by a pool party and dinner. Parents 

are encouraged to stay! 

Volunteering with Youth & Children’s  

Ministries 2026–2027 

The 2026–2027 program year will kick off before 

we know it. Pastor Erica is currently looking 

for volunteers interested in working with  

children and youth. There are big ways to be 

involved, and smaller ways. If you are interested 

and feeling called to this, or if there’s someone 

in the congregation you think would be great 

at this, please contact Pastor Erica. 

Thursday, August 13, 5:30–7:45 pm 

Oak Grove is partnering with Sleep in Heavenly 

Peace to build beds for kids who don’t have a 

bed of their own. Youth ages 12 and up are 

welcome to participate but must be accompanied 

by a guardian. 

Please use this form to indicate your interest! 

https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP 

Children’s & Youth Ministries 

https://bit.ly/OGVBS26
https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/vbs
https://clearwaterforest.org/summer-camp/
https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP
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Through 

April 30, 2026 

2026 YTD Actual vs Budget 2025 YTD 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $400,323 $395,224 $5,099 $370,875 

Expense YTD $278,263 $283,322 $5,060 $282,700 

Income – Exp $122,061 $111,902 $10,159 $88,175 

Financial Summary: April income was $1.4K higher than budget, while expenses were 

under by $947 (Building & Ops $947, Deacons $871). The yearly surplus of $122.1K is 

$10.2K better than expected. Our May New Covenant meeting enlightened us as to 

what’s in store for the rest of 2026! 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

 18: Ron Dubis 

20: Larie Ann Schmidt 

21:  Marikay Wolf 

24: Kelly Schneider 

25: Jan Ahlquist (90), Jacques Chassé,  

Sarah E. Olson 

26:  Sam Radtke (20) 

27:  John Anderson, Al Greimel, Patty Nail, 

Russ Snyder 

28: Tedo Philip 

29: Allison Thomas 

30: Diane Baumgartner, Will Snyder 

2: Al Netten (90) 

3:  Mary Sullivan (96) 

4:  Gar Nordin 

5:  Jacob Lagani (5), Belle Sheff (20) 

8: Bob Sorensen (93), Paul Schalekamp, 

Neil Schroeder 

9: Daniel Hendrickson (22),  

Mary Hendrickson (22) 

10: Jim Koon 

16: Jackie Steskal (20) 

17: Judy Kingery (86), Judy Kocher (86), 

Amy Zsohar 

June Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 



Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Carrie Wilkens’ father, Bob Parks (May 1) at the age of 84. 

Alice Hawks (May 13) at the age of 97. 

Jim Furber (May 16) at the age of 86. 

Sarajane Myers’ mother, Catherine (May 16) at the age of 100, and 

good friend Linda (April 20). 
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July Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

18: Linda Vaughn 

22:  Lou Traeder (97) 

23:  Reid Lang, Priscilla Pearson 

25: Julie Flanagan,  Jill Gillies,  

Anna Lyons, Diane Samsal 

26:  Dick Lang (87) 

27:  Jeanine Radtke, Mike Helmick 

29: Noel Eggebraaten 

30: George Wasson (95) 

31: Katharine Painter 

3:  Al Frechette 

4:  Gloria Larsen 

7: Bettie Egeberg (97), Dale Kidd 

8: Dorothy Beattie (97), Samuel Oslund (7) 

9: Rachel Enderlein 

11: Lilly Ireland (10) 

12: Jane Horn (86), Sean Herron 

13: Eloise Johnson (8), Linda Brandner 

14: Jeanette Dunham (91), Mary Benz, 

Sandy Crum, Mary Koon 

15: James Purcell, Glenda Robicheau 

16: Jack Kley (92), Amanda Fineran, 

Rod Myers 

Congratulations to Shawn Wimberly employed at  

Best Buy. He received the Quroum Leadership Award 

“Inclusion Leader of the Year”. 

We are proud to know you and have you as a member 

of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church! 
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Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Dick & Joyce Reinke 

(65 years on June 2) 

Lisa Stanford & Jack Weisner 

(36 years on June 2) 

Candy & Jeff Williamson 

(53 years on June 2) 

Jake & Katie Krentz 

(15 years on June 4) 

Bethany & Marshall Lagani 

(10 years on June 9) 

Pat Gleason & Amy Pittenger 

(33 years on June 15) 

Mary Bowen-Eggebraaten  

& Noel Eggebraaten 

(54 years on June 16) 

Mary & Rick Render 

(62 years on June 20) 

David & Kathy Hansen 

(46 years on June 21) 

Jane & LeRoy Horn 

(63 years on June 22) 

John & Sue Kim 

(30 years on June 29) 

John & Mary Crampton 

(52 years on June 29) 

Dick & Enid Lang 

(64 years on June 30) 

Bob & Sandy Crum 

(49 years on July 1) 

Al & Carol Frechette 

(55 years on July 3) 

Connie & Terry Nesbitt 

(57 years on July 5) 

Dianne & Dick Lawson 

(30 years on July 6) 

Pam & Chuck Williams 

(57 years on July 11) 

Chuck & Karna Mikkelson 

(61 years on July 14) 

Jack & Leona Kley 

(68 years on July 18) 

Jeff & Sarah Olson 

(42 years on July 21) 

Joy & Larry Langer 

(25 years on July 25) 

Bob & Karen Gerdes 

(52 years on July 27) 
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Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Tea for Caregivers: June 23 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30–11:30 am 

This monthly gathering in the chapel for 

caregivers is a time for those who are caring 

for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and 

share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is 

a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: June 23 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon 

We meet monthly at church. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. All who love 

to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Ladies Who Lunch: June 17 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the 

book James by Percival Everett. Plan to 

bring your own bag lunch, beverages will be  

provided. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Soul Sisters: June 8 & July 13* 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Please join us at the home of Karen Gerdes 

for a time to check in and share fellowship 

and support. All women are invited, no need 

to RSVP. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

*7/13: Swim party at the home of Karen Diller. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: June 2 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron 

Dubis (612-868-9194). 

Spiritual Book Club: June 3 
First Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and 

develop our spirituality. We will discuss the 

book Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor. 

Please plan to eat lunch prior to the meeting. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Singles Fellowship: June 8 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647). 

Listening Group: June 8 & 22 

Second & Fourth Monday (1–2:30 pm) 

Join us at for a time of deep listening – to 

one another, ourselves, and to God – without 

judgment or interruption. We talk, never  

obligatory but by invitation, and listen. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Mission Corner: Water for Good 

W 
ater for Good is a faith-based, 

non-profit organization committed 

to creating a future where no 

one dies from a preventable WASH-related 

(water, sanitation and hygiene) disease. In 

partnership with local churches and leaders, 

they help communities establish access to 

reliable water and critical sanitation and  

hygiene practices ensuring sustainable 

change, empowered citizens, and healthy 

futures. For many years, Oak Grove has  

supported Water for Good through its  

Mission budget donations. 

At Water for Good, as they pursue the lifelong 

call to walk in His way, they also seek another 

kind of life-changing transformation, one that 

brings safe, accessible water to communities 

who need it. 

When access to reliable water and improved 

sanitation and hygiene is established, the  

impact is nothing short of remarkable. From 

childhood health to economic growth, the 

changes communities experience transforms 

lives, create opportunities, and empower 

generations to come. 

Water for Good currently works in four different 

countries: Cambodia, Tanzania, Ethiopia, 

and the Central African Republic. 

Website: waterforgood.org 

SHP is a volunteer organization that builds and delivers beds to children across the United 

States. Oak Grove will be partnering with the MN-Twin Cities South Chapter centered out of 

Burnsville. The Twin Cities South chapter is funded locally, the work is done by local volunteers, 

and the beds are delivered to kids aged 3–17. All with no cost to the family.  

Bedding Drive: July 19–Aug. 2 

Watch for good sales on NEW twin-sized sheets, comforters, and standard-sized pillows.  

Bed-in-a-Bag sets are preferred, and gender-

neutral bedding is great! 

Build Beds for Kids: Thursday, Aug. 13  

(5:30–7:45 pm) 

Oak Grove volunteers will be building beds 

for Twin Cities kids who need a bed. This 

event is for adults and children aged 12 and 

older. Children must be accompanied by a 

guardian. Please use this form to indicate 

your interest! https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) 

https://waterforgood.org
https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP

