
A Thought to Ponder 

“If you look at a window, you see flyspecks, dust, the crack where Junior's Frisbee 

hit it. If you look through a window, you see the world beyond. Something like 

this is the difference between those who see the Bible as a holy bore and those 

who see it as the Word of God, which speaks out of the depths of an almost  

unimaginable past into the depths of ourselves.”  

– Frederick Buechner, American author 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

May 17, 2026 7th Sunday of Easter 10:30 am 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Barb Deese 

One: People of God, what are you seeking? 

All: We seek the Risen Christ. 

One: Why do you look to the heavens? 

All: We seek the Risen Christ. 

One: Christ has ascended, and will return. 

All: We seek the Risen Christ. 

One: In these days, then, seek him in this world, in these communities,  

in these people. 

All: May we open ourselves to new ways of understanding and seeing 

Jesus Christ among us! 

*Opening Hymn “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 645 

Call to Confession Barb Deese 

We come before God with our sorrow and our sin, with the burdens we  

carry and the burdens we have helped create. Trusting in God’s steadfast 

love, let us pray. 

*Prayer of Confession Barb Deese 

God of love and life, though we seek to train our vision on this world 

you have made, we confess that the lenses we use do not reflect the 

fullness of your presence. We see systems of sin and death, the  

pervasive violence that destroys, and we long to rest in despair.  

In our exhaustion and in our fear, we call these realities inevitable.  

(continued next page) 



Or, we equivocate, seeking silver linings and common ground with 

that which is evil.  In our exhaustion and in our fear, we tell ourselves the 

only way forward is to remain silent to the sin around us and to focus 

on the good stuff. We confess the ways that we have traded the good 

news of the Gospel for false binaries and unholy dichotomies. We 

confess the sins we know, the sins we excuse, and the sins we barely 

notice. (silence is kept) Forgive us, O God, and give us rest, strength, 

and courage, we pray. Direct our vision and embolden our hearts. Amen. 

*Assurance of Grace Barb Deese 

One: Dear friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God! 

Passing of the Peace Barb Deese 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and  

one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (vss 1–3) 727 

Scripture Acts 1:6–14 (NT: 118 | LPNT: 143) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Ain’a That Good News!” by William Dawson 



*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Lord, from the abundance of your grace, your word has provided all 

that we need. All that we have is yours. Receive the offering of our 

hands and the gratitude of our hearts. In the name of our Savior we 

pray. Amen. 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “God is Here” 409 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens) 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

The Rev. Bromleigh McCleneghan is ordained in the United Methodist Church and has 

served congregations in Illinois and Florida. She has also published several books,  

including an updated edition of Hopes and Fears: Progressive Theology for New  

Parents and Good Christian Sex. She is currently a student at Garrett Evangelical  

Theological Seminary, pursuing a PhD in theology and ethics. 



Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bromleigh McCleneghan (guest), 

Erica Schemper & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Barb Deese | Musicians: Handbell Choirs; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Andy Snyder, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Dave & Paula Johnson | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Gigi McNeely, in loving memory of sister, Sue Cavanaugh, & 

brother-in-law, Ron Cavanaugh, and by 

Carol Long, in memory of parents, Maynard (Scott) & Grace Long. 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Family Nature Hike: Sunday, May 17 (2–3:00 pm): Families of all ages are invited 

to join us for a nature hike at the Old Cedar Bridge. Just take Old Shakopee to Old 

Cedar and go south until you come to the parking lot before the bridge. We’ll have  

a blast spying signs of the season: bugs, flowers, plants, mud, running water!  

Be prepared to get dirty, get together with old friends and make some new ones! 

Questions? Contact Cece Nedrud. 

Oak Grove Office Hours: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm (Monday through Thursday) 

Please note the office will be closed Monday, May 25 in observance of Memorial Day. 

Graduate/Senior Sunday: June 7 

We'll celebrate our youth who are on to the next big adventure during worship  

service! Please contact Pastor Erica or email the church office (ogpc@oakgrv.org)  

if you are or have a graduate–high school, college or beyond–this spring to share 

their information so that they can be recognized. We would appreciate this  

information and a photo too for next month’s Oak Leaves by Monday, May 18. 

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale: Sunday, June 7 (before & after worship) 

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees small, independent coffee growers 

a just price for their product, which helps them support their families. Each quarter 

on the first Sunday of the month we will have coffee available for sale during 

church. Each one-pound bag (Regular Roast ground or whole beans, or Dark Roast 

whole beans) costs $14, payable by cash, check or via the website.  

Call for Nominations! 

The Nominating Committee is asking for suggestions from the congregation of  

potential Elders and Deacons to be elected for the coming year. To suggest a name 

for consideration, please visit: https://bit.ly/ogpc-nominate-class2029. You can also 

use a paper form located at the welcome table in the Narthex. Please submit your 

completed form to the church office or put in the offering plate by Monday, June 1. 

Questions? Contact Eugene Orr (deugeneorr@gmail.com). 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-nominate-class2029


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

May 18 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Home of Diane Prosser 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

May 19 | Antiracism Advocacy (5:30–7:00 pm) 

 Contact Becky Dop (612-743-1011) 

May 20 | Ladies Who Lunch (12–2:00 pm) 

 Clementine by Sonia Purnell 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

May 21 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

May 26 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10a–Noon) 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

May 26 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30–11:30 am) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

May 26 | Session (6:45–8:15 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Bart 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Summer Worship Schedule 

Reminder, beginning Sunday, May 24 

(and through Labor Day Weekend) 

worship service moves to 9:30 am. 

Al Netten’s 90th Birthday!  

Saturday, May 30 

(11:00 am–1:30 pm) 

Please join us at Oak Grove for the 

birthday party celebrating Al Netten. 

Lunch and dessert will be provided.  

No gifts please. 

Congratulations to Shawn Wimberly 

employed at Best Buy. 

He received the Quroum Leadership 

Award “Inclusion Leader of the Year”. 

We are proud to know you and have 

you as a member of Oak Grove 

Presbyterian Church! 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

