Palm Sunday Faith Action

n Palm Sunday, March 29 afternoon, after a beautiful brunch and inspiring worship, 40 Oak
Grove members joined thousands more at the Minnesota State Capitol in a show of love
and solidarity. After a walk down University Avenue, under sunny skies, we sang, prayed,
and proclaimed the gospel of love, mercy, justice and inclusion. We joined together in unity to reclaim
our faith from those who would weaponize it to divide and cause harm. It was a wonderful day!

If anyone would like to keep informed of future events that continue to proclaim the Palm Sunday
message, please contact Sue Lippert (207-837-2800 or sue.lippert@icloud.com).




OAK LEAVES

Official publication of Oak
Grove Presbyterian Church
is published monthly.

Oak Grove Staff
Ministers: the 412 members

Pastor/Head of Staff
The Rev. Dr. Bart Roush
broush@oakgrv.org

Pastor for
Congregational Care
Rev. Mary Koon
mkoon@oakgrv.org

Pastor for
Congregational Education
Rev. Erica Schemper
eschemper@oakgrv.org

Director of Music
Judy Cooper
jcooper@oakgrv.org

Office Administrator
Sue Gjerset
sgjerset@oakgrv.org
Accountant
Laura Nemcek
Inemcek@oakgrv.org

Organist: Nancy Jensen

Treasurer: Sue Greimel
treasurer@oakgrv.org

Custodians
Martinalan Smith
Bear Brown

2026 Per Capita: $43.75

OAK LEAVES

In this issue...

Palm Sunday Faith Action...............c............. 1
Oak Grove & Community Happenings.......... 3
Golden Spotlight: Jim Dutcher-.................. 4-5
Bart's article..........ccooooiiiii e, 6
Children’s & Youth Ministries ........................ 7
Financials ... 8
Congregation News ...........ccceeiveiiiiiinnnnnnne. 8-9
Adult Faith Formation ...........ccccccoooeiiinnn. 10
Woven Voices Concert .............ccceevvvvinnnnnnn. 10
Fellowship Opportunities ...........ccccceevvvnnnn... 11
Mission COrNer .........cceeiiiiiiiiiiieeeei e, 12
Afghan Family Update................cccooeeennni, 12

LoVING GOD... CHANGING LIVES!
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Oak Grove & Community Happenings...

Spring Clean Up:
Saturday, May 2 (9 am to Noon)

Please join us for our annual clean, rake,
sweep, wash, put away, get ready for better
weather time at Oak Grove. The Building &
Operations Committee needs your help
whether it's just for an hour or longer. We
encourage you to bring your own rake,
gloves, and smile. Snacks and liberal breaks
will be provided. Questions? Contact Rod
Myers (612-670-3886).

Creative Hands Across the River Crafters:
Saturday, May 9 (9 am to noon)

Creative people, come to Creative Hands Across
the River Crafters in the social hall at Oak
Grove. Bring your knitting, crocheting, quilting,
or other craft projects to work on and enjoy
camaraderie with friendly crafters from
Presbyterian Church of the Apostles and Oak
Grove Church. Questions? Contact Ruth
Dukelow (952-923-0799. We hope to see you
there!

Freedom Fighters Support Group:
Tuesday, May 19 (6:30-8:30 pm)

This veteran-driven support group meets on
the third Tuesday of each month at Oak
Grove. It is open to our military veterans,
their families, and support systems. It is an
opportunity for them to gather and work
through their issues while enjoying camaraderie
and friendship. A community meal is provided
along with live music, and chiropractic,
acupuncture, and massage services.

There will also be tables with veteran and
community-based resources available. The
group is free to all who participate. You may
be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by
The Mission Project.

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale:
Sunday, June 7 (before & after worship)

Each quarter on the first Sunday of the month
(March, June, September & December) we will
have coffee available for sale during church.
Each one-pound bag (Regular Roast ground
or whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans)
costs $14, cash or check.

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees
small, independent coffee growers in San Lucas
Toliman, Guatemala, a just price for their
product, which helps them support their families.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Every Thursday at 7:30 am

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of
fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The
group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American
Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions?
Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138.

Adult Bible Study:
Every Thursday at Noon

Join us via Zoom for Bible study to look at
the scripture that will be the basis for the
sermon the following Sunday. No pre-reading
is necessary. We will read the scripture
together and then dive in.

VEAP Fundraiser a big success!

A huge thank you to everyone who supported
the “Laughing for a Cause” VEAP fundraiser
held at Oak Grove on Saturday, April 18, with
your donations and presence.

We raised $42,329 in donations for VEAP
and are amazed and humbled by the generosity
of our community! (Donations are ongoing.)
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Golden Spotlight: Jim Dutcher
submitted by Kathy Howell

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group (90 years plus) is
selected at random to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the
lives of our “golden” members whose lives shine with faith and love.

' im turned 93 on April 17 and continues
to live out his values-centered life in a
generous, humble and engaging
manner. He views the accounts of our state

standing up for neighbors and saying NO to
violence as “Minnesota’s Finest Day.”

Jim grew up the youngest of four children,
living in Alpena, Michigan. His father and
grandfather were commercial fisherman on

College. He coached at Eastern Michigan,
was an assistant (organizing Johnny Orr!) at
University of Michigan and then came to the
University of Minnesota to coach (1975-
1986). A quick internet search will show the
impressive wins and records as well as the
many players who went on to play and coach
in the NBA.

Jim found out about his becoming the U of M

Lake Huron, but because he contracted _ i basketball coach even before he had

tuberculosis, for much of Jim's
young life his father was 8(1
miles away in a TB sanitorium.

It was a difficult time. His
mom took over the business
and two of her brothers
helped to run it, with Jim
helping out at 11 years old.
One of his brothers contracted
TB, as well, and so had to join
his dad at the hospital. They had no
car until Jim was in high school, but when
Jim was able to go, he could wave to them
through the window only. Jim remembers
using every summer to earn as much as he
could at the cement plant/stone quarry.
Meanwhile, he was playing three sports in
high school, earning all-state awards and
was also president of his senior class.

A sports scholarship enabled him to be the first
in his family to go to college, and he played
football, then basketball for the University of
Michigan. He coached as part of student-
teaching and coached when in the Army.
Coaching basketball became a profession
that brought Jim a lot of team successes and
attention, starting with Alpena Community
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been interviewed! He was on a trip
. with the Michigan team when he
- was approached by someone

who congratulated him on being
named the next Minnesota
coach. Jim asked what he
'was talking about. The guy
said he'd just read Sid Hartman’s
column in the Minneapolis
newspaper, and Sid named Jim
Dutcher as the next Gopher Coach.
Jim was contacted after that, interviewed,
and it came to be! Jim recounted, “Sid was
always in my corner.”

Because he is a man of his word who has
always valued honesty and hard work, he
has earned trust in the many arenas of his
life. An MPR archive of Jim speaking at the
Minnesota Press Club in 1986, just a couple
of weeks after resigning on principle from the
U of M coaching job, is an interesting listen
today. It's a window into the Big Ten and one
hears Jim carefully and respectfully speaking
in the midst of what were big controversies.
Today he describes it as a move he had to
take to maintain his own integrity, although
resigning meant he had no job and no immediate

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 >>



GOLDEN SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

prospects with three kids in college, his wife
Marilyn reminded him at the time!

In his coaching career, Jim worked to confront
racism. Jim’s own play coincided with the first
Black players to play basketball for Michigan.
In his first coaching job in Alpena, he recruited
their first Black players. Alpena was known
as a sundown town, no person of color was
welcome after sunset. Jim let the players and
parents know the risk involved in coming to
Alpena. Finding a place to rent would be a
challenge. Jim's family promised to assist
and support the players if they decided to
come. They did.

In 2024, the Alpena Community College Legends
Athletics Hall of Fame inducted Jim and his
Region Champion 1966 Men’'s Basketball
Team, filled with All-American players. He read
a letter he’d received from one of his players.
The player thanked Jim and stated, “The
opportunity led us to careers and university
degrees and we’re eternally grateful!”

Jim took his obligations to his players and
their families seriously. He has maintained
strong connections to former players and
coaches over the years. a testament to his
character and relationship-building.

He had doubts about the next career he was
encouraged by a friend to pursue. “A stockbroker
who didn’t know anything? Marilyn even runs
our checkbook!”. Jim took coursework and
passed the tests required for becoming a
certified financial professional. He gave away
all of his basketball memorabilia, deciding his
office would have no indication of his previous
career. Bit by bit, relying on making new
connections via cold calls, Jim again built
trust and a very successful financial practice
from which he retired in 2005.

Jim grew up attending a Methodist church
with his mother in Alpena. In high school he
dated Marilyn and they continued to date, off
and on, when he was home for the summers
from college at Michigan. He then volunteered
for the draft and was away for two years
at Fort Knox, Kentucky and then Frankfurt,
Germany. When he came home, he and Marilyn
reconnected and on April 12, 1957, they married
in her Presbyterian Church in Alpena. Since
then, they were always active members in
Presbyterian churches wherever they lived.
Jim taught Sunday School, served on Session
at three churches, and was the head of Deacons.
He served on several church fundraising
campaigns, including the one for our current
sanctuary.

Church was a big part of Jim and Marilyn’s
lives, and they worked to share that with their
four children, nine grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren. Jim served as Covenant
Partner with several of the five grandsons
who were confirmed at Oak Grove. In 2010,
after a several-month illness, Marilyn passed
away. Without Marilyn, and with winter trips
to warmer climes and weekends with family
at their beloved Wisconsin cabin, we have
not seen Jim a lot in worship at Oak Grove,
though he keeps up with Oak Grove online!

As Jim surveys his life, he says, “You know,
there’s lots we don't have control over.
Things worked out for me. | wonder how | got
so lucky.” He remembers from where he
came and the hard work of his parents. He is
so grateful and proud of his three daughters
who live locally and his son, in San Diego,
and their wonderful families. He is humble and
generous and other-centered. An afternoon
spent with our fellow member Jim Dutcher is
an antidote to what might ail you!
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A Hertfelt “Thank You” & Update from Pastor Bart

hen | was discerning if God
might be calling me to be a
pastor at Oak Grove, | reached

out to my friend and former Oak Grove associate
pastor, Dries Coetzee, to ask him about the
church. The thing he said to me was that Oak
Grove is one of the most caring and loving
congregations he knew. Dries was right and |
echo his sentiment; the people of Oak Grove
are some of the most loving and caring people |
know. | cannot thank you all enough for your
love and support during this most recent
health crisis. | also want to give a special
thanks to Pastors Mary and Erica, the rest of
the church staff, and church leaders who
have stepped up in my absence.

As you know, Kelly suffered a severe hemorrhagic
stroke in late January and was in the hospital
or a rehabilitation facility for nearly three
months. There have been a lot of ups and
downs along the way, and she still has a long
way to go in her recovery. The stroke was in
the left lobe (her dominate lobe) and was
large. It was in an area of the brain that impacts
language and comprehension, and because
of this, Kelly struggles in both areas with
significant reactive and expressive aphasia.
She is easily distracted and can be impulsive,
so for the time being, she needs supervision
to ensure her safety. The doctors have indicated

Chancel Flower Sign-ups

All are invited to contribute flowers to beautify the sanctuary and
enrich our worship each week. Your contribution of $30 for each
bouquet can be made in honor or memory of someone, in celebration

and/or thanksgiving of loved ones.

Each dedication will be acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin.
Sign-ups are available in the Narthex or by calling the church office

it may be one to two years for her recovery
and before we know what Kelly's new baseline
will be. As Kelly’s recovery continues, she
will  participate in outpatient therapies
approximately three or four times a week.

As we begin to create new routines and as
her recovery continues, | will be entering
back to work on a part-time basis in May. |
will be in worship most Sundays in May,
although we will still have a few guest
preachers in the month of May. My office
hours will (roughly) be Tuesdays from 2—8:00 pm,
Wednesdays from 11am—4:30 pm, Thursdays
12-3:30 pm. | can be reached on my cell
phone at other times and will be able to
schedule meetings on other days when
needed. These limited office hours will likely
continue into the summer months, and the
Personnel Committee, Session, and | will
continue to assess the needs of the church,
and my family’s needs, to ensure all
responsibilities are met.

Again, | want to give you all my heartfelt
thanks during this challenging time as you
have supported me and my family. Words will
never adequately express how thankful we
are. — Pastor Bart

(952-888-4621) to reserve your special date. There are still openings
in May, June, and July. Thank you! — Oak Grove Deacons

OAK LEAVES



Children’s & Youth Ministries

CHILDREN
Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am:

Grades PreK-5 will meet in the community
room (lower level near the choir room) at
9:30 am. Depending on the Sunday, they
remain together for learning and activities
that introduce them to the people and practices
of the church community or they split into
groups for age-specific learning and activities
(PreK—Grade 2 in room 3, Grade 3-5 in Room 4).

YOUTH

Sundays, 9:30—-10:15 am:

Youth (grades 6-12) may join Laura Orr and
other volunteers in room 5 (basement) for
Sunday School class.

Sunday School will conclude on May 17
for the program year & will restart in the fall.

Spring/Summer Save the Dates!
Family Nature Hike: Sunday, May 17 (2-3:00 pm)

Families of all ages are invited to join us for a
nature hike at the Old Cedar Bridge. We'll meet
at the Old Cedar Avenue Bridge Trailhead
parking lot (9551 Old Cedar Ave S, Bloomington
55425) Questions? Contact Pastor Erica

Graduate/Senior Sunday: June 7

We'll celebrate our youth who are on to the
next big adventure during worship service!
Please contact Pastor Erica or email the
church office (ogpc@oakgrv.org) if you are or
have a graduate — high school, college or
beyond — this spring to share their information
so that they can be recognized. We would
appreciate this information and a photo too
for next month’s Oak Leaves by Friday, May 15.

VBS: June 15-18 (9 am to Noon)
Theme: Like A Tree

Join us for four fabulous days when we’ll be
playing and singing and learning about what
it means to be planted firmly like trees, growing
in God’s love. Children who will be enrolled in
PreK through grade 5 in the fall of 2026 are
welcome to attend. Youth who will be starting
grade 6 in the fall should talk to Pastor Erica
about volunteer opportunities. Sign up at
https://bit.ly/OGVBS26.

Youth Mission Trip: June 20—-26
for those finishing grades 6—-12

We'll be joining with the youth group from
House of Hope Presbyterian Church for a trip
to the Mille Lacs area of Minnesota. Speak
with Pastor Erica for more information.

Clearwater Forest: We're encouraging Oak
Grove children and youth to register for a
camp session at Clearwater Forest, July 5-10.
Grades 3-6 register for Discovery Camp, and
grades 7-9 register for Adventure Camp.
Contact Karen Diller if you have questions
and Pastor Erica if you want information
regarding scholarships.

clearwaterforest.org/summer-camp/

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP):
Thursday, Aug. 13 (5:30-7:45 pm)

Oak Grove is partnering with SHP to build
beds. More information available on May 10
at Adult Faith Formation (9:00 am) or at
https://shpbeds.org. Youth ages 12 and up
are welcome to participate but must be
accompanied by a guardian.

Please use this form to indicate your interest!
https://bit.ly/OakGroveSHP.
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Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer

Through 2026 YTD Actual vs Budget 2025 YTD
March 31, 2026 Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals
Income YTD $346,320 $342,633 $3,687 $329,878
Expense YTD $210,843 $214,955 $4,112 $216,162
Income — Exp $135,477 $127,678 $7,799 $113,716

Financial Summary: March income was $1.2K higher than budget, while expenses
were under by $3.0K (Personnel $1.8K, Tech $0.6K, Admin $0.3K). The yearly surplus
of $135.5K is $7.8K better than expected. We're still outpacing 2025 and getting a nice
head start on summer! While our investments were down ~1.5% for the 1st quarter,
they recovered by 4-8! Our May New Covenant meeting will hopefully enlighten us as
to what'’s in store for the rest of 2026!

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years
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Condolences to Family and Friends of:

Sister Christine Manderfeld (March 26) at the age of 87. Sister of
Don Wagner’s friend, Mary Jo Sullivan.

Howard Baumgartner (April 1) at the age of 98.

Rev. Gale Robb (April 1), former Oak Grove transitional pastor,
at the age of 80.

through Labor Day Weekend) Reminder...
e Sunday worship begins at 9:30 am
e Church office is closed on Fridays

/

Summer Schedule (Memorial Day Weekend | '
‘ 4

May Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1—-21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.

1:Leo Thomas (12), Davis Radtke 15: Kent Randol (97), Stephanie Wheelock
2: Gary Meier (87), Gene Morris (98) 16: Shar Glausser, Jeanne Wahtera
3:Ben St. Martin 17: Chad Acker

4: Jim Carroll (89) 18:Jack Enderlein (9), Sue LaPointe (90),

Joyce Reinke (87), Sarah Elbert
22: Annabelle Oslund (12)

23:Katie Krentz, Katie Muhlbach
24:Cassie Acker (21), Sara Egan, Mary Pol
25:Madeleine Elbert (19)

28: Gabe Chimchirian (10), Britt Wicklund

5: Miriam Ebeling, Sarah Olson
6: Mark Pridgeon, Travis Scott
8: Elizabeth Sundal

9:Linda Johnson
10: Jake Douglas

11: Maureen Switzer (85), Nancy Scott
13: Gene Dodge, Andy Nail 31: Arne Johnson, Sue Lang
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Adult Faith Formation

SUNDAYS May 17: Rev. Bromleigh McClenghan;
Children, Youth, and Gender Identity: How

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for , i i
we think about this as (progressive) people

informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.

We will meet in the Fireside Room. Unable to of faith.

be here in person? Join us via Zoom at: Adult Faith Formation will conclude
https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith. on May 17 for the program year
May 3: Deb DeMeester, Synod School & will restart in the fall.

May 10: Sleep in Heavenly Peace: Building
beds for kids in need

VOICES 9AK GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY -MAY 17 - tPM BLOOMINGTON - MN

Please join Woven Voices as they explore the theme of disconnection to connection. During
these increasingly polarizing times we hunger for connection to others, ourselves, and all living
things. What connects us? How do we strive to connect? Woven Voices will present music
and readings addressing these themes portraying the ache of disconnection and the joy of
connection.

Music of G.F. Handel, Jake Runestad, Craig Hella Johnson, and Elaine Hagenberg, and
others will be featured along with poignant readings ending with a love letter to our beloved
Twin Cities. No ticket required. Free will (suggested donation of $20) gratefully accepted.
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Fellowship Opportunities

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.

Men’s Fellowship: May 5
First Tuesday at Noon

Join us for "Burgers ‘'n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W OId Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron
Dubis (612-868-9194).

Listening Group: May 11 & 18*
Second Monday (1-2:30 pm)

Join us at for a time of deep listening — to
one another, ourselves, and to God — without
judgment or interruption. We talk, never
obligatory but by invitation, and listen.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

*Rescheduled from May 25 (Memorial Day)

Soul Sisters: May 11
Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to
check in and share fellowship and support.
All women are invited, no need to RSVP.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: May 26
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon

We meet monthly at church. The patterns,
yarn and needles are provided. All who love
to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions?
Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449).

Spiritual Book Club: May 6
First Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and
develop our spirituality. We will discuss the
book Amazing Grace by Kathleen Norris.
Please plan to eat lunch prior to the meeting.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Singles Fellowship: May 11
Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP. Questions?
Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647).

Ladies Who Lunch: May 20
Third Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the
book Clementine by Sonia Purnell. Plan to
bring your own bag lunch, beverages will be
provided. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Tea for Caregivers: May 26
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30-11:30 am

This monthly gathering in the chapel for
caregivers is a time for those who are caring
for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and
share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is
a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact
Pastor Mary.

MAY 2026
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Mission Corner: Joyce Uptown Foodshelf

' oyce Uptown Foodshelf was started
in 1969 as an outreach of Joyce United
Methodist Church in Minneapolis.
Members of the congregation served as

volunteers, assisting neighborhood families
with bags of groceries.

Located near Lake St and Hennepin Ave,
Joyce Uptown Foodshelf is now a 501c3
charitable organization, earning most of their
support from individuals and organizational
grants. In 2026, Joyce will receive $2,000
from Oak Grove. Thanks to individual and
grant support, they purchase locally grown
vegetables, herbs, and proteins.

Partnering with The Good Acre, a local food
hub, Joyce focuses on culturally relevant
foods like hot peppers, Roma tomatoes, and
chicken. This effort expands access to fresh,
highly requested ingredients that are essential
for nutritious meals and preserving cultural
food traditions. Their Food Recovery Program
collects groceries from 10 stores.

Emergency bags have become a vital part of
Joyce's services, accounting for nearly half of
the food they distribute. Each bag includes a
variety of canned goods, pasta, cereal,
beans, rice, canned protein, milk, eggs,
bread, frozen meat, vegetables, and a treat.

Joyce partners with other local organizations
to support the needs of their surrounding
community. During Operation Metro Surge,
they worked with a local Hispanic congregation
to deliver food directly to people afraid to
leave their homes.

Joyce was featured in a March 15th article in
the New York Times titled, "Why Minneapolis
Matters More Than Iran For America's Future".

https://www.joyceuptownfoodshelf.org

)
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Afghan Family Update

12

Many Oak Grovers will remember our partnership
with the Sharifi family from Afghanistan,
when they came to resettle in Minnesota
back in January 2022.

A LOT of us were involved in that partnership: £
gathering home furnishings, apartment set-up, &
lots of tea & £
homemade bread, and learning about their &

chauffeuring preschoolers,

culture. The family has made the decision to
travel back to Afghanistan. One of their parents

died and another is ill. Upon return, they will relocate to Fort Worth, Texas where the Afghan
community is more sizable and they have relatives.

While they'll be missed here in Minnesota, we celebrate their agency and independent decision-
making: markers of a successful partnership. We pray for their safe travel and smooth
re-entry to the U.S. and all the best in their new home!
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