
A Thought to Ponder 

"The earth does not belong to man, man belongs to the earth. All things 

are connected like the blood that unites us all. Man did not weave the web 

of life, he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does 

to himself." – Chief Seattle (~1854), leader of the Duwamish & 

Suquamish peoples 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 
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We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Mike Helmick 

One: The Word of life spoke: 

All: so we could hear the 'Alleluias!' of the angels. 

One: The Word of life reached out: 

All: so we could touch the hope which heals us. 

One: The Word of life walked out of death's dread tomb: 

All: so we could follow him into life forever. 

*Opening Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” 463 

*Prayer of Confession Mike Helmick 

Redeemer of our lives, we come to you knowing that we participate  

in a world often crushed by tyranny and evil. Our hearts are troubled, 

overwhelmed, and dismayed. At times, we feel helpless and hopeless 

by the enormity of the problems presenting all around us. We believe 

the lie of the enemy that there is nothing that we can do or that someone 

else is the one to do it.  

May you, Holy and Righteous One, be glorified in the tumbling of walls 

cemented in evil and fortified by hate. For this, we pray for courage 

and resolve to do the works needed in this hour. For this, we pray for 

faith, trust, and hope to believe that the realm of the possible eclipses 

the narrow places of improbability. For this, we pray for the boldness 

to pray for what the world needs and more than our imaginations may 

hold. Amen. 



*Assurance of Grace Mike Helmick 

One: Chosen of God, receive the mercy of God, 

All: Who calls us from despair into hope, from suffering into repair, 

from hopelessness into resolve 

One: God has given you capacity for strength and compassion.  

All: The Holy One journeys with us. Grace is available for us. 

One: Know that your prayers are met and amplified by the Spirit, and  

Christ will lead the way to life and love everlasting on earth as in heaven. 

All: Thanks be to God. Amen 

Passing of the Peace Mike Helmick 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and  

one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “Help Us Accept Each Other” (verse 1) 754 

Scripture Psalm 133 (OT: 575 | LPOT: 706) 

 John 20: 24–31 (NT: 115 | LPNT: 141) 

 1 John 1: 1–2:2 (NT: 238 | LPNT: 289) 

Message “The Real Work Begins” 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Awake, My Soul, and Sing”  by Allen Pote 



*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Generous One, may these gifts be a blessing to those in need, a 

source of hope for those in despair, comfort for those who grieve,  

encouragement for those who doubt, a balm for those in pain. May 

our generosity reflect our gratitude and our giving be another source 

of praise. Amen. 

Sacrament of Communion 

Communion will be by intinction; please take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, 

and return to your seat. If you are unable to come forward, a server will come to you. 

The juice is non-alcoholic. Gluten free is available as well. 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: May the God of every way be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Lift your hearts to the One who is the Truth for God's own people. 

All: We offer them to the One who warms them with love. 

One: Sing praises to God, who is our Life. 

All: Glad songs are offered to the One who provides shelter for us. 

The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 



Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread & Cup 

Prayer following Communion 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 

have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 

strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises!” 538 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “What Does the Lord Require of You?” 70 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Denise Dunbar-Perkins (guest), Bart Roush & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Mike Helmick | Musicians: Chancel Choir; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Randy Dop, Chris Diller & Greg Johnson; 

Greeter: Jane Aitken | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by Oak Grove, in celebration and joy  

that Pastor Bart has returned, and in appreciation of and gratitude for  

our adult, youth, and children Sunday leaders. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00–10:00 am 

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. 

May 10: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

Come learn about building beds for kids in need. Oak Grove volunteers will be  

going to Burnsville on Thursday, Aug. 13 to build beds for Twin City kids who are 

sleeping on the floor. Come learn about this hands-on opportunity to serve our 

neighbors. 

May 17: Rev. Bromleigh McClenghan; Children, Youth, and Gender Identity:  

How we think about this as (progressive) people of faith. 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–8th grades) will meet in the middle school room  

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

Family Nature Hike: Sunday, May 17 (2–3:00 pm): Families of all ages are invited 

to join us for a nature hike at the Old Cedar Bridge. Just take Old Shakopee to Old 

Cedar and go south until you come to the parking lot before the bridge. We’ll have  

a blast spying signs of the season: bugs, flowers, plants, mud, running water!  

Be prepared to get dirty, get together with old friends and make some new ones! 

Questions? Contact Pastor Erica. 

Graduate/Senior Sunday: June 7 

We'll celebrate our youth who are on to the next big adventure during worship  

service! Please contact Pastor Erica or email the church office (ogpc@oakgrv.org)  

if you are or have a graduate–high school, college or beyond–this spring to share 

their information so that they can be recognized. We would appreciate this  

information and a photo too for next month’s Oak Leaves by Monday, May 18 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

May 5 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon) 

 Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

May 5 | PW Covenant Circle (3:00 pm) 

 Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684) 

May 6 | Spiritual Book Club (12–1:00 pm) 

 Amazing Grace by Kathleen Norris 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

May 7 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

May 7 | Deacons (7–8:0 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

May 9 | Hands Across the River Crafting (9a–Noon) 

 Contact Ruth Dukelow (952-923-0799) 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Gold Name Tags 

Wonder why some worshippers have 

gold-colored name tags? They are 

worn by people who are not yet members 

of Oak Grove. We do this so that  

people can warmly greet those with 

the different name tags. Please  

welcome them by introducing yourself.  

Faith Formation 

Adult Faith Formation and Sunday 

School will conclude on Sunday,  

May 17 for the program year and  

will restart in the fall. 

Woven Voices Concert: Sunday, May 17 (4:00 pm) 
Location: Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

No ticket required. Free will (suggested donation of $20) gratefully accepted. 

Please join Woven Voices as they explore the theme of disconnection to connection. 

During these increasingly polarizing times we hunger for connection to others, ourselves, 

and all living things. What connects us? How do we strive to connect? Woven Voices 

will present music and readings addressing these themes portraying the ache of  

disconnection and the joy of connection. Music of G.F. Handel, Jake Runestad,  

Craig Hella Johnson, and Elaine Hagenberg, and others will be featured along with 

poignant readings ending with a love letter to our beloved Twin Cities. Mark your  

calendars-you won’t want to miss this meaningful concert!  



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

