
A Thought to Ponder 

“There is a direct connection between violence against the Earth  

and violence against women.” – Lee Maracle, Indigenous Author  

(I Am Woman: A Native Perspective on Sociology and Feminism) 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

April 26, 2026 4th Sunday of Easter 10:30 am 

Hello, World, taken in 2026 by Reid Wiseman, commander of the Artemis II near-Moon mission 

https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude                     “Clarion Call”                                                Hand Bell Choir            

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship
1
 Karen Alonzi 

One: O Holy One, open us to the powerful winds of your spirit. 

All: Open our eyes to the wonders of your creation. 

One: Open our nostrils to the smells of life. 

All: Open our ears to the words of justice and truth. 

One: Open our mouths to the taste of freedom and love. 

All: Open our arms to the touch of our siblings. 

*Opening Hymn “Let Us Build a House” (vss 1 & 4) 301 

*Prayer of Confession Karen Alonzi 

Gracious and loving God, You desire to be our Shepherd and Guide, 

calling us by name and leading us into abundant life. Yet we confess 

that we often turn away from Your voice. We follow paths of fear instead 

of trust, scarcity instead of Your abundance. You promise life in its 

fullness, but we cling to what diminishes us—to worry, to control, to 

the lies that we are not enough. We wander from green pastures and 

resist the still waters You provide. 

Even when You walk with us through the darkest valleys, we confess 

that we forget Your presence. We allow despair to overshadow hope, 

and we lose sight of Your goodness and mercy that pursues us each 

day. Forgive us, O God. Restore our spirits once again. Help us to 

hear Your voice, to trust Your leading, and to live into the abundant 

life You freely give. Renew in us a spirit of hope  (time for silence) 



*Assurance of Pardon          Karen Alonzi 

One: Hear the good news: The Good Shepherd knows you, loves you,  

and calls you by name. Jesus came that we may have life, and have it 

abundantly. In Jesus we are forgiven! 

All: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

Passing of the Peace Karen Alonzi 

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and  

one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “God Welcomes All” (sing three times) 399 

Scripture Psalm 23 (OT: p. 501 | LPOT: p. 617) 

 John 10:1–10 (NT: 103 | LPNT: 126) 

Message “Comfort and Hope” 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Creation Will Be At Peace”                       Williams/Page 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN 



*Prayer of Dedication 

Creator God, fill us with a sense of wonder and delight in all of your 

beautiful gifts that we might receive them with gratitude, care for 

them with love, and generously share them with all your creatures. 

Prayers of the People & Prayer of Jesus 

Ground of all being, Mother of Life, Father of the Universe, Your name 

is sacred, beyond speaking. May we know your presence, may your 

longings be our longings in heart and in action. Today may there be 

food for the human family and for the whole earth community. Forgive 

us the falseness of what we have done as we forgive those who are 

untrue to us. Do not forsake us in our time of conflict but lead us into 

new beginnings. For the light of life, the vitality of life, and the glory  

of life are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

Reasons for Hope 

*Closing Hymn “O, For a World” 372 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “May the God of Hope” 765 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

1
The Reverend Anita Phillips, former Executive Secretary of Native American and  

Indigenous Ministries for the United Methodist Church 



 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bill Chadwick (guest) & Erica Schemper; 

Liturgist: Karen Alonzi | Musicians: Chancel Choir ; Hand Bell Choir 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Chris, Claire & Grace Diller and Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeter: Jim Reineke | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Nancy Jensen, in honor of the very fine handbell ladies,  

and by Anne Klueh & Jill Dubis, in memory of dad, Steve St. Martin. 

VEAP Fundraiser a big success! 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported the “Laughing for a Cause” VEAP 

fundraiser with your donations and presence. We raised $42,329 in donations  

for VEAP and are amazed and humbled by the generosity of our neighbors! 

(Donations are ongoing.) 

 

Chancel Flower Sign-ups Available 

All are invited to contribute flowers to beautify the sanctuary and enrich our worship 

each week. Your contribution of $30 for each bouquet can be made in honor or 

memory of someone, in celebration and/or thanksgiving of loved ones. 

Each dedication will be acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin. Sign-ups are available 

in the Narthex each Sunday or by calling the church office (952-888-4621). May, 

June and July still have openings. Thank you! – Oak Grove Deacons 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00–10:00 am 

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. 

May 3: Deb DeMeester, will talk to us about Synod School 

May 10: Sleep in Heavenly Peace; building beds for kids in need 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–8th grades) will meet in the middle school room  

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

2026 Contribution Statements: Statements covering all donations/offerings  

received Jan. 1 through March 31 were recently sent out. Please review your  

statement for accuracy. This is also a good time to review your general pledge.  

We invite you to donate $43.75 towards your per capita if you haven’t already done 

so. Reminder, statements are sent to the email we have on file or mailed to those  

without one. Feel free to contact Laura Nemcek (952-512-2052) with any questions. 

“Very Much Alive” Book Launch: Saturday, May 2 (2–3:30 pm) 

Location: Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

This moving collection of poetry, by Mary Jensen Jones (former Oak Grove member), 

spans a lifetime, her lifetime. From her earliest memories to imagining her own  

funeral, her words are honest and relatable. Mary passed away in 2021, but left  

behind this beautiful collection of work, which her daughter, Jenn Jones Nienaber, 

brought beautifully back to life. Though Mary is no longer with us, her words and 

memory are very much alive. 

Family Nature Hike: Sunday, May 17 (2–3:00 pm): Families of all ages are invited 

to join us for a nature hike at the Old Cedar Bridge. Just take Old Shakopee to Old 

Cedar and go south until you come to the parking lot before the bridge. We’ll have  

a blast spying signs of the season: bugs, flowers, plants, mud, running water!  

Be prepared to get dirty, get together with old friends and make some new ones! 

Questions? Contact Pastor Erica. 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Apr. 27 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Apr 28 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10a–Noon) 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

Apr. 28 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30–11:30 am) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Apr. 28 | Session (6:45–8:15 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Apr. 30 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

May 5 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon) 

 Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

May 5 | PW Covenant Circle (3:00 pm) 

 Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684) 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

Oak Grove Spring Clean-up:  

Saturday, May 2 (9:00am–Noon) 

Please join us for our annual clean, 

rake, sweep, wash, put away, get 

ready for better weather time at Oak 

Grove. 

The Building & Operations Committee 

needs your help whether it's just for an 

hour or longer. We encourage you to 

bring your own rake, gloves, and 

smile. Snacks and liberal breaks will 

be provided. Questions? Contact  

Rod Myers (612-670-3886). 

Woven Voices Concert: Sunday, May 17 (4:00 pm) 
Location: Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

No ticket required. Free will (suggested donation of $20) gratefully accepted. 

Please join Woven Voices as they explore the theme of disconnection to connection. 

During these increasingly polarizing times we hunger for connection to others, ourselves, 

and all living things. What connects us? How do we strive to connect? Woven Voices 

will present music and readings addressing these themes portraying the ache of  

disconnection and the joy of connection. Music of G.F. Handel, Jake Runestad,  

Craig Hella Johnson, and Elaine Hagenberg, and others will be featured along with 

poignant readings ending with a love letter to our beloved Twin Cities. Mark your  

calendars-you won’t want to miss this meaningful concert!  



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

