Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!

OAK GROVE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org

3rd Sunday of Easter 10:30 am

A Thought to Ponder

“In tough times, some of us see protecting the climate as a luxury, but
that's an outdated 20th-century worldview from a time when we thought
industrialization was the end goal, waste was growth, and wealth meant
a thick haze of air pollution.” — Alex Stefen



https://www.oakgrv.org

We Gather in God’s Name

Prelude

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Introit “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” arr. Albert Zabel
“The Lord’s My Shepherd” arr. Albert Zabel
Call to Worship Stephen Jones

One: Christ is risen!

All: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

One: The empty tomb proclaims he lives!

All: Hope is born anew!

One: We nurture this hope as we gather to worship.

All: Strengthened by each other as we pray for God’s kin-dom to
come on earth as it is heaven.

*Opening Hymn “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom” 378

*Unison Prayer of Confession' Stephen Jones

Before the foundation of creation was poured out of your heart, God
of astounding imagination, your Word whispered and elephants
trumpeted in the world, whales sang in the ocean deeps, gases
whirled and swirled into galaxies. The Spirit moved upon those
shaped in your image, breathing life into us so we might live within
your grace, but we put out our hands, letting death handcuff us and
lead us away from you. Prophets came, interpreting your love and
hope for us with words and deeds, but we did not recognize them,
going on our way without them. So you sent Jesus to us, to astound
us with the news that you would never give up on us. Thank you.
Forgive us. And help us to love you with our hearts, souls and minds.
Amen.



*Assurance of Grace Stephen Jones

One: Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel: Through Jesus Christ
we are united to God and one another in a bond that cannot be broken.

All: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen!

Passing of the Peace Stephen Jones

One: Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one
another. The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)

We Listen for God’s Word

Time for the Young & Young at Heart

Hymn of Response “God of Great and God of Small” (verse 1) 19
Scripture Luke 24:13—-35 (NT: p. 90 | LPNT: p. 109)
Message “‘“Amen!”

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory  “Shalom” by Dan Forrest

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and
Holy Ghost. AMEN

*Prayer of Dedication

For the wondrous gift of life, we are thankful, O God. Your generous
outpouring of grace and love reminds us of the fruitful life we are
called to bear. May these gifts of treasure and time contribute to
your kin-dom on earth. Amen.



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (“Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn? “A Covenant of Grace” (on screens)
(tune: Puer Nobis/That Easter Day with Joy was Bright)

*Benediction

Sending Song “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (on screens)
Words/Music by Sy Miller & Jill Jackson

Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

"Prayer of Confession: Adapted from Thomas Schuman for Easter 3-A.
https.//lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/search?q=emmaus

A Covenant of Grace. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.
Free for congregational use.
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Patrticipants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastors: Deb DeMeester (guest) & Mary Koon;
Liturgist: Stephen Jones | Youth Chime Choir: Mia, Harriet, Nora & Sarah;
Youth Chime Director: Eugene Orr;

Musicians: Chancel Choir | Oboe: Karyl Rice;
Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Chris Diller, Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow;


https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/search?q=emmaus

Greeters: Allison, Seth, Grace, Leo & Ulysses Thomas;
Custodian: Bear Brown

Chancel flowers are given today by Patty Nail, in appreciation of
the WoW! kitchen crew, and by the Greimel family,
in honor of Sue’s mom, Jean Mooney’s 93rd birthday.

Free Event! Bremen Town Musicians: Thursday, April 23 (2:00 pm)

All are invited to enjoy a thoughtful, funny and entertaining performance of “The
Bremen Town Musicians” in the Oak Grove Presbyterian Church sanctuary. This is
a Brothers Grimm fairy tale about four aging, unwanted farm animals — a donkey, a
dog, a cat and a rooster — who run away to become musicians in the city of Bremen.
Their journey and this story celebrate friendship, cleverness, and finding a new purpose.

The presentation is by four members of Raison D’Etre Opera Company, French for
‘reason to be’. The four cast members are Deb Carbaugh, Angie Paulson, Bob
Beverage, and Andy Elfenbein, and directed by Mark Lynch. Judy Cooper is the
accompanist for this group. The group has been rehearsing here at Oak Grove, and
this is their “thank” you for the use of the sanctuary space.

The performance time is 40 minutes and is appropriate for and enjoyed by all ages!
Please come and bring a friend. Following the performance, please join us in the
social hall for cookies and lemonade.

Chancel Flower Sign-ups Available

All are invited to contribute flowers to beautify the sanctuary and enrich our worship
each week. Your contribution of $30 for each bouquet can be made in honor or
memory of someone, in celebration and/or thanksgiving of loved ones.

Each dedication will be acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin. Sign-ups are available
in the Narthex each Sunday or by calling the church office (952-888-4621). May,
June and July still have openings. Thank you! — Oak Grove Deacons



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00-10:00 am

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. The Oak Grove
Green Committee will present next Sunday, April 26 in celebration of Earth Day.

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding
to their classrooms. Youth (6th—8th grades) will meet in the middle school room
on the lower level for Sunday School.

Spring Ring & Sing: A Collaborative Concert: Saturday, April 25 (3:00 pm)
Location: Community of the Cross Lutheran Church
(10701 Bloomington Ferry Rd, Bloomington 55348)

A concert of neighborhood churches Oak Grove Presbyterian, St. Luke’s Lutheran,
and Community of the Cross Lutheran. Performances by handbell ensembles,
choirs and more. Treats and fellowship to follow. Please bring a non-perishable food
item or cash donation in support of VEAP Food Shelf.

“A Walk in the Life” Advocacy & Fundraiser Walk: Saturday, April 25 (4—7:00 pm)

Please consider joining us for “A Walk in the Life,” sponsored by Agate Housing &
Services. The half mile walk begins at Westminster Presbyterian Church (1200 S
Marquette Ave, Minneapolis) at 5:00 pm and travels through the neighborhood, ending
back at Westminster. This is a family-friendly event for all ages that will be both
educational and fun. It will conclude with a community dinner at Westminster. As
we get closer to the event, we will work out car-pooling arrangements. Questions?
Contact Bill Pomroy (lisaorbill@msn.com).

Oak Grove Garden Clean-up

We can use many helpers on Saturday, May 2, to clean up the gardens. We will
start at 9:00 am. See Jan Kidd at the garden table in the Gideon Pond fellowship
room after church today for more information or just show up on May 2 and look for
Jane Horn on the south side of the church for assignment to a task. Youth helpers
are welcome!



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Apr. 21 | Antiracism Advocacy (5:30—7:00 pm)
Contact Becky Dop (612-743-1011)

Apr. 23 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138)

Apr. 27 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1-2:30 pm)
Contact Pastor Mary

Apr 28 | Prayer Shawl! Ministry (10a—Noon)
Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449)

Apr. 28 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30—-11:30 am)
Contact Pastor Mary

Apr. 28 | Session (6:45-8:15 pm)
Contact Pastor Mary

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted.

Oak Grove Spring Clean-up:
Saturday, May 2 (9:00am—Noon)

Please join us for our annual clean,
rake, sweep, wash, put away, get
ready for better weather time at Oak
Grove.

The Building & Operations Committee
needs your help whether it's just for an
hour or longer. We encourage you to
bring your own rake, gloves, and
smile. Snacks and liberal breaks will
be provided. Questions? Contact

Rod Myers (612-670-3886).

“Very Much Alive” Book Launch: Saturday, May 2 (2-3:30 pm)
by Mary Jensen Jones and Jenn Jones Nienaber
Oak Grove Presbyterian Church

This moving collection of poetry, by Mary Jensen Jones (former Oak Grove member),
spans a lifetime, her lifetime. From her earliest memories to imagining her own funeral,
her words are honest and relatable. Mary passed away in 2021, but left behind this
beautiful collection of work, which her daughter, Jenn Jones Nienaber, brought
beautifully back to life. Though Mary is no longer with us, her words and memory

are very much alive.




Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.



https://www.oakgrv.org

