
A Thought to Ponder 

“Do you know what I like about comedy? You can't laugh and be afraid  

at the same time—of anything. If you're laughing, I defy you to be afraid.”  

– Stephen Colbert, Parade Magazine, 2007 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

April 12, 2026 Holy Humor Sunday
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https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

*Call to Worship Junia Lassiter 

One: Christ is risen! 

All: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

One: Our mourning becomes dancing by God’s gracious love. 

All: Our sobs become belly laughs, and new songs are written  

from our sighs. 

One: The punchline sat in the grave’s shadows, 

All: until God played the best joke ever. 

One: So, break out loud guffaws, fill the room with giggles, 

All: May our joy sound like New Year’s noisemakers! 

One: Come, stoic folx and snickering kids, come, all you curmudgeons  

and worriers. 

All: We join the God who laughs with us, who raised Jesus with a 

wink and a grin, welcoming everyone to joy everlasting! 

*Opening Hymn “Go Tell It on the Mountain” (on screens) 

Easter version by Paul Lintern, a Lutheran Pastor, humorist, & motivational speaker 

*Prayer of Confession Junia Lassiter 

Gracious and giggling God, we confess that sometimes we walk 

through life with worry, grim with guilt, and frowning with fear. We  

forget that you created laughter, and that joy is a fruit of your Spirit.  

Forgive us for the ways we put a lid on your joy, and behave like the 

resurrection never happened. Remind us that Easter is the world's  

biggest surprise party, and we're all invited. Tickle our hearts with your 

grace, nudge us with your mercy, and teach us to live with eyes wide 

open for holy hilarity. We pray in the name of the risen One. AMEN. 



*Assurance of Grace Junia Lassiter 

One: Here’s the good news: God doesn’t hold a grudge, God holds us. 

Christ didn’t come to scold us, Christ came to liberate us, to shake us out 

of our sorrow, and to set loose joy in our hearts like confetti in the wind.  

So laugh, dance, rejoice— 

All: for in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  

Alleluia! Amen! 

Passing of the Peace Junia Lassiter 

One: Turn to one another with a smile, a chuckle, or even a holy high-five, 

and share this good news: "The joy of the Lord is your strength; peace  

be with you!" 

All: And also with you! (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “Hippopotamus” 

Scripture John 20:19–31 (NT: p. 115 | LPNT: p. 141) 

Message “Holy and Healing Laughter” 

*Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in God, who enjoys a good laugh, who made platypuses 

and penguins just for the fun of it. We believe in a Savior who knew 

how to surprise people, with healing, with hope, with resurrection. We 

believe in the Spirit, who gives us the gift of holy giggles and grace. 

We believe that joy is a form of resistance, and laughter is  

a taste of the kingdom to come. Amen. 

Special Music “Jesus Loves Me” 



Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir” 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and 

Holy Ghost. AMEN 

*Prayer of Dedication 

We offer these gifts with gratitude, O God. Use what we bring –  

our time, our talents, our dollars and our dancing – our very lives,  

to create a world of justice and joy. AMEN. 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Give to Us Laughter” (on screens) 

 (tune: Be Thou My vision) 



*Benediction 

One: Go now into the world with pockets full of laughter, with eyes squinting 

from the brightness of grace, with hearts wide open to holy surprises.  

Be bold in your joy. Be generous with your giggles. 

All: We will tell the good news with a grin, and live like resurrection  

is the punchline that changes everything. 

One: May your steps be light, your burdens be lifted, and your spirit be  

as free as a child on a swing in the sunshine. 

All: The world needs our joy. Let us go to share it. AMEN! 

Sending Song “We Will Go Out with Joy” (verse 1 & refrain) 539 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

1
Liturgy for Holy Humor Sunday adapted from a service by Thomas M. Shuman, 2025 

https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2025/04/liturgy-wcommunion-for-holy-humor-

sunday.html 

2
Hymn text copyright © 1974 Walter Farquharson. Posted on rev. stacy smith blog.  

To see the entire text (with music by Ron Klusmeier), visit the Musiklus website. 

 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Mary Koon & Erica Schemper; 

Liturgist: Junia Lassiter | Musicians: Children’s Choir; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Andy Snyder, Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeter: Ann Allen | Custodian: Bear Brown 



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–8th grades) will meet in the middle school room  

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

Oak Rovers: Monday, April 20 (Noon) 

Join us for lunch at Willy McCoys (10700 France Ave S, Bloomington 55437). Sign 

up at church. Questions? Contact Patsy Fisk (952-977-9900). 

Spring Ring & Sing: A Collaborative Concert: Saturday, April 25 (3:00 pm) 

Location: Community of the Cross Lutheran Church  

(10701 Bloomington Ferry Rd, Bloomington 55348) 

A concert of neighborhood churches Oak Grove Presbyterian, St. Luke’s Lutheran, 

and Community of the Cross Lutheran. Performances by handbell ensembles, 

choirs and more. Treats and fellowship to follow. Please bring a non-perishable food 

item or cash donation in support of VEAP Food Shelf. 

“A Walk in the Life” Advocacy & Fundraiser Walk: Saturday, April 25 (4–7:00 pm) 

Please consider joining us for “A Walk in the Life,” sponsored by Agate Housing & 

Services. The half mile walk begins at Westminster Presbyterian Church (1200 S 

Marquette Ave, Minneapolis) at 5:00 pm and travels through the neighborhood, ending 

back at Westminster. This is a family-friendly event for all ages that will be both  

educational and fun. It will conclude with a community dinner at Westminster. As  

we get closer to the event, we will work out car-pooling arrangements. Questions? 

Contact Bill Pomroy (lisaorbill@msn.com). 

“Here Comes the Sun” by Bill McKibben 

"The book is a call to harness the power of the sun and rewrite our world's scientific, 

economic, and political future. Check out a copy today and prepare for our celebra-

tion of Earth Day on Sunday April 26th. For a preview, visit: https://bit.ly/ogpc-

preview. 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-preview
https://bit.ly/ogpc-preview


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Apr. 13 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Apr. 13 | Singles Fellowship (5–6:00 pm) 

 Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) 

 Contact Marilyn Eidem 952-835-6647) 

Apr. 13 | Soul Sisters (7–8:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Apr 15 | Ladies Who Lunch (12–2:00 pm) 

 Entitled by Cookie Boyle 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Apr. 15 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45–7:00 pm) 

 Chef’s Choice  

 ($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family) 

Apr. 16 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

April 18 | Howard Baumgartner Memorial 

 Service: 1:00 pm, Visitation: Noon 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

ACTIVITY & HOBBY FAIR: Sunday, April 19 (9–10:00 am) 

The purpose of this event is to find a wide range of family, intergenerational, active, 

(hiking, sailing, kayaking, and mountain biking) and not so active (movie nights,  

museum outings, meet for coffee) events to get small groups of people together for 

fun and fellowship. Kids are especially encouraged to bring their collections to display, 

adults too. 

Long-time groups should sign up and provide info. Activities can be physically active 

or not (please consider accessibility when choosing a venue; a one- time event or  

ongoing; and preferably (but not necessarily) be low- or no-cost. Forms and a  

collection basket are available at the table in the narthex. Questions? Contact  

Ron Dubis (612-868-9194). 

LAUGHING FOR A CAUSE: 

a VEAP fundraiser  

to support our neighbors 

featuring comedian Bill Chadwick 

Saturday, April 18 (4:00 PM) 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

Admission is free! 

Financial donations are encouraged. 

This is not a food drive.  

All proceeds to benefit VEAP 

Unable to attend but 

still wish to help? 

Scan this QR Code  

to donate! 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

