Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!

OAK GROVE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org

April 5, 2026 Easter Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 am

A Thought to Ponder

“I believe in Christianity as | believe that the sun has risen not only
because | see it but because by it | see everything else.” — C. S. Lewis


https://www.oakgrv.org

We Gather in God’s Name

Prelude Intergenerational Orchestra
“Air and Alleluia” by Mozart/arr. Kinyon
“Sanctuary” (Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing) arr. Pethel
“He is Exalted” (O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing)  arr. Pethel

Lighting of the Christ Candle
*Processional Hymn  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 232

*Call to Worship Mary Pol
This is the good news: the grave is empty. Jesus is alive!
Christ is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
This is the good news: death in not the final answer.
Christ is risen indeed!
This is the good news: Jesus sees us, knows us, and welcomes us to new life.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Hallelujah!

*Prayer of Confession Mary Pol

Once again, O living Lord, it is Easter morning. God of life, do we dare to
believe in the resurrection—that you offer us new life? Do we dare to practice
resurrection? Do we dare to do something bold in our lives, set loose by
the freedom you give us?

We confess that too often we stay chained to our fears, our worries, our
desperation. We do not trust you. We hide the light you have given us.
We try to tame the Spirit that you have released into the creation.

Today, O living Lord, we recommit ourselves to you. We renew our trust in
you. Help us and give us the strength and courage for the resurrection
days that are before us. We pray these things in the name of the one who
rose from the grave—Jesus the Christ, the risen Lord, who reigns in our
lives and the life of this world on this day and in all the days to come. Amen.



*Assurance of Grace Mary Pol
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Death is destroyed!
Life is restored!
Sin is no more!

Alleluia! Amen!

We Listen for God’s Word

Anthem “All Shall Be Well” by John Foley

Time for the Young & Young at Heart

Hymn of Response “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!” (refrain only, sing twice) 591
Scripture John 20:1-18 (NT: p. 114 | LPNT: p. 140)
Message

*Affirmation of Faith

We celebrate the resurrected Jesus, who lives among us,

whose Spirit empowers us to remove barriers, tear down walls, heal
divisions, and seek peace without and within.

We celebrate the resurrected Jesus, who lives among us,

whose Spirit empowers us to see our siblings’ good as our own

and to be their advocate, to love our neighbor as ourselves, and to
contribute to the well-being of every part of Christ’s body, so that
indeed we can build up, and grow up, and be joined together into a
new structure: where Christ’s Spirit dwells, where Christ’s Spirit
empowers us, to be peace-seekers, peace-finders, and peacemakers.



*Hymn “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks” 240

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (“Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings
Call to Offering

Anthem/Offertory  “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” by Brokering/Johnson
arr. Burkhardt

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and
Holy Ghost. AMEN

*Prayer of Dedication

As we turn to you, God of this morning, may we rejoice in our
communities, even as we pray you would use our gifts to bring
healing and new hope to them. May we delight in those around us,
even as we pray you would fill them with the grace, the peace,

the life for which they are longing. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn “Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” 248

Note: If you'd like to sing the Hallelujah Chorus with the choir during the
Benediction, please come up during the closing hymn.



*Benediction
This is the day God gives us new life.
We will share it with everyone we meet.
This is the day of Jesus' resurrection.
We will tell this story over and over.
This is the day we are anointed by the Holy Spirit.
We will go to share peace and grace with the world.

May the blessing of God be upon your homes, the blessing of Christ
be upon us, the blessing of the Spirit be on us all.

Chorale Benediction “Hallelujah Chorus” G. F. Handel
Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
ittty

Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastors: Erica Schemper & Mary Koon;
Liturgist: Mary Pol | Musicians: Chancel Choir;
Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Greg Johnson, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow;
Greeters: Jean & Mike Helmick | Custodian: Bear Brown

Intergenerational Orchestra
Violin: Emily Lassiter | Viola: Melanie Duban;
Flute: Cece Nedrud & Nancy Scott;

Clarinet: Nick Samsal | Saxophones: Dale Copeland & Davis Radtke;
Trumpet: Kris Knutsen, Arnie Ness & Matthew Rutland;
French Horns: Becky Dop, Linda Johnson & Catherine Myers;
Trombones: Taylor Lucic, Sam Radtke, Abram Vorhes & Erik Vorhes
Euphonium: Patrick Geisler | Bass: Andy Nail



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

St. John’s llluminated Bible: Wednesday, April 8

Please mark your calendars! The presentation of the St. John’s llluminated Bible as
the faith formation programming following WoW dinner (6:30 pm). Join us as we
welcome Tim Ternes of St. John’s to share information about the creation and
artwork in the Bible!

Oak Rovers: Monday, April 20 (Noon)

Join us for lunch at Willy McCoys (10700 France Ave S, Bloomington 55437). Sign
up at church on April 12 or 19. Questions? Contact Patsy Fisk (952-977-9900 or
pafisk1947@gmail.com).

Spring Ring & Sing: A Collaborative Concert: Saturday, April 25 (3:00 pm)
Location: Community of the Cross Lutheran Church
(10701 Bloomington Ferry Rd, Bloomington 55348)

A concert of neighborhood churches Oak Grove Presbyterian, St. Luke’s Lutheran,
and Community of the Cross Lutheran. Performances by handbell ensembles,
choirs and more. Treats and fellowship to follow. Please bring a non-perishable food
item or cash donation in support of VEAP Food Shelf.

“A Walk in the Life” Advocacy & Fundraiser Walk: Saturday, April 25 (4—7:00 pm)

Please consider joining us for “A Walk in the Life,” sponsored by Agate Housing &
Services. The half mile walk begins at St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral (519 Oak
Grove St, Minneapolis 55403) at 4:00 pm and travels through adjacent Loring Park.
This is a family-friendly event for all ages that will be both educational and fun. It will
conclude with a community dinner at St. Mark’s. As we get closer to the event, we
will work out car-pooling arrangements. Questions? Contact Bill Pomroy
(lisaorbill@msn.com).

“Here Comes the Sun” by Bill McKibben

Oak Grove's Green Committee purchased 15 copies of "Here Comes the Sun: A
Last Chance for the Climate and a Fresh Chance for Civilization." The book is a call
to harness the power of the sun and rewrite our world's scientific, economic, and
political future. Check out a copy today and prepare for our celebration of Earth Day
on Sunday April 26th. For a preview, visit: https://bit.ly/ogpc-preview.



https://bit.ly/ogpc-preview

OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Apr. 6 | Church Office Closed

THANK YOU!
Apr. 7 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon)
Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194) Oak Grove Presbyterian Women
Zeke's (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) would like to thank all those that
Apr. 7 | PW Covenant Circle (3:00 pm) contributed to the March collection

Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684) . .
of sanitary pads for Bloomington
Apr. 8 | PW Circle of Faith (9:30—-10:30 am)

Pres. Homes (9901 Penn Ave S) Mutual Aid. We yvere able to donate
Contact: Pastor Mary 17 boxes of sanitary pads and two
Apr. 8 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45-7:00 pm) boxes of tampons to BMA's

Hot Dogs (Twins Opener) Community Pantry.
($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family)

Apr. 9 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)

Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) B L o o M I N G T ' N
All events are at Oak Grove M U T U A L A I D

unless otherwise noted.

ACTIVITY & HOBBY FAIR: Sunday, April 19 (9-10:00 am)

The purpose of this event is to find a wide range of family, intergenerational, active,
and not so active events to get small groups of people together for fun and fellowship.
For the more active, there have been Oak Grovers willing to lead groups for hiking,
sailing, kayaking, and mountain biking. Kids are especially encouraged to bring their
collections to display, adults too. Consider things like movie nights, museum
outings, or just meeting for coffee.

Long-time groups should sign up and provide info. Activities can be physically active
or not (please consider accessibility when choosing a venue; a one- time event or
ongoing; and preferably (but not necessarily) be low- or no-cost. Forms and a
collection basket are available at the table in the narthex. Questions? Contact

Ron Dubis (612-868-9194).



Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.



https://www.oakgrv.org

