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Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Mary Koon & Erica Schemper; 

Readers: Eugene Orr, Jeff Hotchkiss & Sharon Solomon; 

Musicians: Chancel Choir; 

Piano/Organ: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Bob Gerdes, Chris Diller & Ruth Dukelow 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 
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Good Friday 

Good Friday is a very different occasion for worship than any other 

time in the Christian calendar. As we relive the crucifixion, we 

acknowledge the presence of suffering and grieve the death of 

Jesus. In some way, we too enter into his suffering and death, 

and wait to enter into his life and resurrection on Easter morning. 

As Jesus takes on the weight of the world, so we feel some of 

that weight in our world. 

This service uses scripture, music, and silence to give us time 

and space to acknowledge the weight. The service is structured 

around “the seven last words of Jesus,” taken from the Gospel 

accounts of Jesus’s death. These are not so much telling the  

story of what happened, but allowing us to join with Jesus on  

the emotional journey of his last hours on the cross. Each time  

of prayer will be followed by extinguishing a candle and a time of 

silence. The silence allows us to listen for God, and reminds us 

that sometimes, words are not sufficient. As the service progresses, 

the times of silence will lengthen. 

As you entered the sanctuary, you received a stone. Hold onto 

this stone through the service. Feel its weight. Use it as a “worry 

stone,” an object to attach your fears, sadness, and worry. When 

you leave the sanctuary at the end of the service, you are invited 

to leave the stone on a table. This symbolic act reminds us that 

Jesus took on the weight of our darkness, worries, and fears on 

the cross. The stones, piled together, will also be a reminder of 

the ancient Israelite tradition of leaving stones as an altar in places 

where humans encountered God. The stones piled together also 

symbolize the Jewish tradition of leaving a stone at a grave as a 

way of honoring the deceased. 



Prelude 

Gathering 

Words of Welcome & Introduction 

*Call to Worship (based on Lamentations 1:12) 

One: All you who pass this way, 

All: look and see, the shadow of sin. 

One: All you who pass this way, 

All: look and see, the weight of the world. 

One: All you who pass this way, 

All: look and see, the suffering of our Savior. 

One: All you who pass this way, 

All: look and see, the sorrow of Jesus Christ. 

One: Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. 

*Opening Hymn “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (vss 1–3) 220 

The Shadow of Condemnation 

Scripture Luke 23:32–34 (NT: p. 89 | LPNT: p. 108) Mary Koon 

Prayer 

One: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

One: Lord, have mercy... 

A Time of Silence 

Special Music 

The Shadow of Separation 

Scripture Luke 23:35–43 (NT: p. 89 | LPNT: p. 108) Eugene Orr 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 



Prayer 

One: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

One: Lord, have mercy... 

A Time of Silence 

*Hymn “Jesus, Remember Me” 227 

The Shadow of Sorrow 

Scripture John 19:25–27 (NT: p. 114 | LPNT: p. 139) Erica Schemper 

Prayer 

One: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

One: Lord, have mercy... 

A Time of Silence 

*Hymn “Ah, Holy Jesus” (vss 1, 4–5)  218 

The Shadow of Despair 

Scripture Mark 15:33–36 (NT: p. 54 | LPNT: p. 66) Jeff Hotchkiss 

Prayer 

One: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

One: Lord, have mercy... 

A Time of Silence 

Hymn “Within Our Darkest Night” (sing twice) 294 

The Shadow of Suffering 

Scripture John 19:28–30 (NT: p. 114 | LPNT: p. 139) Erica Schemper 



Prayer 

One: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

One: Lord, have mercy... 

A Time of Silence 

Hymn “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 775 

The Shadow of Death 

Scripture Luke 23:44–49 (NT: p. 89 | LPNT: p. 109) Sharon Solomon 

Prayer 

One: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

One: Lord, have mercy... 

A Time of Silence 

Anthem “Were You There?” arr. Kyle Pederson 

A Time of Silence 

Closing 

Closing Words (adapted from “speak it plain,” by Meta Herrick Carlson) 

 

Depart in silence when you are ready. You are welcome to stay as long  

as you wish in prayer. Please maintain silence until outside the building. 

The Christ candle remains despite the darkness to remind us that “the light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5). 

The cross does not have the last word. Death does not have the last word. 

You are invited to continue Holy Week observances with us on Easter Sunday 

to see how the story turns out. 


