
Holy Week at Oak Grove 

April 3: Good Friday 

7:00 pm in-person & livestreamed Tenebrae service 

April 5: Easter Sunday 

6:45 am service outdoors at the church Columbarium 

8:15 am in-person service only 

10:30 am in-person & livestream service 

April 2: Maundy Thursday 

6:00 pm in-person service only 

We will share a light meal, worship, and communion  

around the table in the social hall. 

March 29: Palm Sunday 

9–10:15 am Palm Sunday Brunch 

10:30 am in-person & livestream service 

April 4: Family Easter Egg Hunt 

Join us at 3:00 pm outside on church grounds (weather 

permitting). We are hoping for a large turnout! 
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American 

Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions? 

Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Intergenerational Easter Orchestra 

All are invited to play in our Intergenerational 

Easter Orchestra on Sunday, April 5. Get 

your instrument out, check that it’s in playing 

condition, try playing a little bit and then 

come join us. 

The final rehearsal will be Saturday, April 4 

(10–11:00 am) in the sanctuary. We will  

accompany the hymns and play a few pieces 

as prelude. We’d love to have you join us! 

Please let Judy Cooper (jcooper@oakgrv.org 

or 952-250-9226) know so she can get a 

folder of music ready for you. Any questions, 

please contact Judy. Thank you! 

Freedom Fighters Support Group:  

Tuesday, April 21 (6:30–8:30 pm) 

This veteran-driven support group meets on 

the third Tuesday of each month at Oak 

Grove. It is open to our military veterans, 

their families, and support systems. It is an 

opportunity for them to gather and work 

through their issues while enjoying camaraderie 

and friendship. A community meal is provided 

along with live music, and chiropractic,  

acupuncture, and massage services. 

There will also be tables with veteran and 

community-based resources available. The 

group is free to all who participate. You may 

be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by 

The Mission Project. 

“Here Comes the Sun” by Bill McKibben 

Oak Grove's Green Committee purchased 15 

copies of "Here Comes the Sun: A Last 

Chance for the Climate and a Fresh Chance 

for Civilization." The book is a call to harness 

the power of the sun and rewrite our world's 

scientific, economic, and political future. 

In these dark times, this book explains how 

energy from the sun has become so cheap, it 

is giving humankind a real chance to avoid 

the worst effects of global warming. Check 

out a copy today and prepare for our celebration 

of Earth Day on Sunday April 26th. For a preview, 

visit: https://bit.ly/ogpc-preview. 

Spring Clean Up:  

Saturday, May 2 (9 am to Noon) 

Please join us for our annual clean, rake, 

sweep, wash, put away, get ready for better 

weather time at Oak Grove. The Building & 

Operations Committee needs your help 

whether it's just for an hour or longer. We  

encourage you to bring your own rake, 

gloves, and smile. Snacks and liberal breaks 

will be provided. Questions? Contact Rod 

Myers (612-670-3886) 

Oak Grove & Community Happenings… 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-preview
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 >> 

Golden Spotlight: Dale Copeland 
submitted by Priscilla Pearson 

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group (90 years plus) is  

selected at random to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the  

lives of our “golden” members whose lives shine with faith and love. 

D 
ale Copeland grew up on his parents’ 

Iowa farm about 10 miles from Grinnell. 

His arrival into this world was quite 

an event! It was January 1936, and one of 

the coldest, snowiest winters on record for 

that part of the state. In fact, it was -32 F on 

the day he was born! 

To be on the safe side, Dale’s folks had  

decided to leave home early enough to be at 

the hospital before his due date. They 

arrived one week early, in fact, 

and stayed with his aunt and 

uncle. After his birth, he and 

his mother stayed in the  

hospital for three more 

weeks due to health issues. 

This meant that Dale was 

four weeks old when he finally 

got home! 

The trip home was memorable, at 

least for his mom and dad. The first leg 

of the journey was by car until they ran out of 

plowed roads; the rest was by horse-drawn 

bobsled with the baby (Dale) wrapped in an 

ermine fur “pocket” as warm and snug as 

could be. Dale still has that ermine pouch! 

He grew up an only child in a big house full of 

adult relatives: Mom and Dad, Grandpa and 

Grandma Copeland, aunts and uncles, and 

cousins. At times there might be up to a dozen! 

Dale started first grade at age five since 

there was no kindergarten. He attended a 

one-room schoolhouse with four other  

students about two miles from the farm. 

There were three second graders and an 

eighth-grade girl, who did almost as much 

teaching as the teacher. Their music class 

consisted of a hand-cranked victrola and a few 

scratchy 78 records. Not much for a budding 

musician! 

When Dale was old enough, he rode a horse 

to and from school. In the wintertime, he 

brought his sled to school and raced with other 

students at recess. His sled was by far the 

fastest; he enjoyed racing it and winning! 

This treasured sled was given to him by his 

dad’s hired farm hand when Dale was 

just six weeks old. And, yes, he 

still has the sled. One Christmas, 

Dale received a toy electric 

train after he dropped abundant 

hints to the adults sharing his 

home. This was another  

beloved toy. I believe he still 

has that train. 

Dale’s first jobs had to do with 

farming – caring for animals, baling 

hay, threshing and helping on neighbors’ 

farms. (Ask him about his interesting pets.) 

Later after his one-room schoolhouse closed 

he transferred to the high school in town. He 

joined the school band in eighth grade and 

really discovered music! He also developed 

an interest in writing and worked on the 

school paper and yearbook. Dale started college 

at Drake University where he majored in music 

education. To help pay tuition he worked on 

the Rock Island railroad! 

He met his future wife Karen at Drake. They 

were blessed with three wonderful children – 

Mark, Lisa and Kristin. Karen was also interested 

in becoming a music educator. Sadly, Karen 

died in 1983 leaving Dale to raise the children.  



5 APRIL 2026 

GOLDEN SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

He did a marvelous job! Happily, the three 

still live in this area with their spouses, and Dale 

now has two grandsons and a granddaughter. 

Dale and Karen taught in Pleasantville, Iowa 

for several decidedly unpleasant years. Luckily 

for us, they moved to Bloomington in 1964 

where Dale was hired as a music consultant 

in three of our elementary schools. He 

worked hard teaching choral music and  

forming a band in each school. He also was 

instrumental (pun intended) in starting a rental 

service so parents could rent instruments for 

their children. 

Dale started a city-wide program called All-

City Band giving the most dedicated and capable 

students a chance to really shine. Later there 

was an All-City Orchestra and an All-City 

Chorus, too. He taught in Bloomington for almost 

40 years! When he retired from teaching, 

Dale worked at Groth Music store in Bloomington 

and stayed for 20 years. 

Dale has contributed and still contributes so 

much to Oak Grove, singing in choirs and 

playing in orchestras. He has been involved 

as an elder and served on many committees; 

and always he has sung in the choir. Now 

really retired, we think, Dale has taken up 

painting. His work is amazing! (Ask him to 

pull out his phone sometime and show you 

the paintings he has done!) 

One last brief story about taking care of and 

saving old things. When Dale and Karen 

bought their house in Bloomington in 1964, 

there was a lovely birch tree in the yard. Over 

the years this tree was well nurtured,  

pampered even. Dale still lives in the house. 

And, yes, he still has that beautiful birch tree! 

Fellowship Fair: Sunday, April 19 (9–10:00 am) 

Join us in Gideon Pond Hall during education 

hour for a combined Fellowship, Craft and 

Hobby Fair. This event provides opportunities 

to do things you enjoy or just want to try without 

a major commitment.  

As an added dimension, we offer you the  

opportunity to showcase your artistic talents. 

If you love painting, quilting, or woodworking, 

or you have a hobby or collection (children 

and youth are especially encouraged to  

participate!) that is unique, this is a chance to 

share your talents and interests with others in 

the congregation. 

The purpose is to find a wide range of family, 

intergenerational, active and not so active 

events to get small groups of people together 

for fun and fellowship. 

For the more active, there have been Oak 

Grovers willing to lead groups for sailing, 

kayaking, and mountain biking. Long-time 

groups will provide information on Loaves & 

Fishes, Presbyterian Women, and the annual 

Twins outing. 

Activities can be physically active or not 

(please consider accessibility when choosing 

a venue), a one-time or ongoing event; and 

preferably (but not necessarily) be low- or  

no-cost. Look for more information and a sign-up 

sheet as we get closer to the event. 

Questions? Contact Ron Dubis (952-887-6852). 
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Homeless Day on the Hill 

“Homeless Day on the Hill” at the Minnesota 

State Capital is an annual “Day of Advocacy” 

that brings together groups from all across 

the state of Minnesota. Their common goal is 

to call attention to the crisis in affordable 

housing and homelessness in communities 

throughout Minnesota, and to urge our state 

law makers to support specific legislative  

priorities dealing with these issues. 

The event is sponsored by the Minnesota 

Coalition for the Homeless and Beacon  

Interfaith Housing Collaborative. Attendees 

represent dozens of Minnesota-based housing-

focused nonprofits, as well as folks with lived 

experience being homeless, state, county, 

and municipal government officials, and tons 

of “church people.” 

Two Oak Grove members attended 

“Homeless Day on the Hill” this year on 

March 11. They met with their legislators, 

networked with other like-minded folks, and 

attended a four-hour floor session of the  

Minnesota State Senate where a bill to provide 

$40 million of rental assistance for households 

that were severely disrupted by recent ICE 

and Border Patrol operations was debated 

and passed. 

“A Walk in the Life” Advocacy &  

Fundraiser Walk: Saturday, April 25 

Please consider joining us for “A Walk in the 

Life,” an annual advocacy and fundraiser 

walk sponsored by Agate Housing & Services. 

Agate is a supportive housing-focused nonprofit 

in Minneapolis that Oak Grove has worked 

with for many years, and this family-friendly 

walk has been popular with Oak Grove members 

in the past. 

The walk will start at St. Mark's Episcopal 

Cathedral in downtown Minneapolis (519 

Oak Grove St, Minneapolis 55403) at 4:00 

pm and travel through adjacent Loring Park. 

The half mile walk around the lake in Loring 

Park is a family-friendly event for all ages 

that will be both educational and fun. It will 

include with a community dinner at St. Mark’s 

and will conclude around 7:00 pm. A sign-up 

sheet is provided on a table in the Narthex.  

As we get closer to the event, we will work 

out car-pooling arrangements. Financial  

donations to Agate are needed, now more 

than ever. 

If you wish to make a financial contribution, 

checks can be made out to Oak Grove. Put 

“A Walk in the Life,” or simply “Agate” on the 

memo line. You can also contribute online via 

the Oak Grove website (oakgrv.org). Click on 

GIVE (upper right corner), then Give Online 

(green button) and select “Agate Walk in the 

Life 2026” from the dropdown list under 

“Funds.” Questions? Contact Bill Pomroy 

(lisaorbill@msn.com). 

Housing Corner 

https://oakgrv.org
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Mission Corner: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

T 
he Mission Committee would like to 

introduce a new organization that 

has been added to the list of agencies 

Oak Grove funds from your offerings. In 

2026, Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) will 

receive $2,000 from the Mission budget. 

SHP is a volunteer organization that builds 

and delivers beds to children across the United 

States. We will be partnering with the  

MN-Twin Cities South Chapter centered out 

of Burnsville. 

The Twin Cities South chapter is funded locally, 

the work is done by local volunteers, and the 

beds are delivered to kids aged 3–17. All with 

no cost to the family. Preliminary building of 

the beds begins at a tool supply company 

located off Interstate 35 in Burnsville. Volunteers 

gather to cut and sand boards and prepare 

the basic parts short of actually assembling 

the beds. The parts are then taken to the 

homes of children in need and assembled 

with the family at the home. Each bed arrives 

with a mattress. 

The MN-Twin Cities South Chapter plans to 

build and deliver 800 beds in 2026. We are 

excited about this project as it offers several 

intergenerational opportunities for us to be 

involved in as individuals or groups.  

They are: 

• participate in preparation of the raw  

materials at the tool shop  

• deliver beds and assemble them  

at the homes 

• hold a blanket, sheets, pillow drive 

(these often go with the delivered bed) 

Stay tuned as plans develop for more  

involvement with this new agency. 

https://shpbeds.org/chapter/mn-twin-cities-s/ 

Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area 

are working together to provide free support 

and education for adults who are grieving the 

death of a loved one. You can start any series 

at any time. There is no commitment on  

attendance and no cost, just show up! Group 

meetings are held on Thursdays, 4:30–6:00 pm. 

The Spring Series (April 9 through May 28) 

will be hosted by Peace Lutheran Church, 

(8600 E Bush Lake Rd, Bloomington 55438). 

For more information, please visit:  

https://brgriefcoalition.com  

April 9: Body, Mind, Spirit Connection 

April 16: Guilt and Grief 

April 23: Myths of Grief 

April 30: Being the Leader of Your Life 

May 7: The Puzzle Called Grief 

May 14: Design a Life You Love After Loss 

May 21: Hope and Resilience 

May 28: Child Loss 

Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition 

https://shpbeds.org/chapter/mn-twin-cities-s/
https://brgriefcoalition.com
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New Member Bios 

Sophia Deese 

10779 Lyndale Bluffs Trail, Bloomington MN 55420 

305-699-8165 | aneithnandaanaconda@gmail.com 

Sophia moved to this area recently, currently living with her mother, 

Oak Grover, Barb Deese, after her father passed away. She is a 

massage therapist. Her beautiful voice is one we enjoy as she has 

joined the Oak grove choir. She loves outdoor activities and playing 

board games. 

Andy & Julie Hart 

12633 Surrey St, Eden Prairie MN 55437 

Andy: 765-491-3455 | Julie: 765-491-3519 

hartage@comcast.net 

Andy is a physician, soon to retire. Julie is a dietician. They first visited 

Oak Grove when a friend of Julie’s, Carrie Newcomer held a concert 

at Oak Grove. They have two grown children. Both enjoy sports and 

Julie likes to cook. 

Jeff & Melody Hotchkiss 

10750 Penn Ave S, Bloomington MN 55431 

Jeff: 774-312-1946 | jeff.hotchkiss@outlook.com 

Melody: 317-414-8000 | 1mahotch@gmail.com 

You will have already seen Jeff in the Oak Grove choir. Melody 

recently participated in the prayer shawl ministry group. He retired 

from an executive position in the Boy Scouts while Melody is a  

retired elementary teacher. They have family in the Twin Cities which brought them to 

this area. Melody enjoys handwork while you can find Jeff being outside enjoying the 

yard. 

Oak Grove welcomed 10 new members on Sunday, March 8, 2026.  

Let’s get to know them. We are glad you’re here! 
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New Member Bios 

Bonnie Reid & Rick Roche 

5529 Cumberland Rd, Minneapolis MN 55410 

Bonnie: 630-258-2349 | bereidlibrarian@yahoo.com 

Rick: 630-215-8616 | ricklibrairian@yahoo.com 

Both Bonnie and Rick are retired librarians. They have three 

grandchildren which is why they are now in Minnesota, moving 

from Illinois. Birdwatching is a pastime, having recently gone to 

Peru for the opportunity to see special birds. 

Glenda & Kevin Robicheau 

8133 Emerson Ave S, Bloomington MN 55420 

Glenda: 612-481-1885 | glenda.robicheau@gmail.com 

Kevin: 612-249-5961 | k.d.robicheau@gmail.com  

Both Glenda and Kevin are native Minnesotans. Kevin works as 

a corporate chef which allows him to have weekends. Glenda is 

a wellness advocate/energy healer. They both enjoy reading and 

are excited about rekindling their spiritual life. 

Dr. Charles Rogers 

9566 Oxborough Curve, Bloomington MN 55437 

952-832-9107 

Charles is a retired pediatrician. He is married, but his wife is  

unable to attend with him due to health issues. He enjoys being 

with her and with his grandchildren. We know that you highly  

value church membership and we look forward to having you 

worship with us! 
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L 
ast December, a small group of 

Bloomington residents began gathering 

around a simple but urgent question: 

How do we support families in our community 

impacted by Operation Metro Surge? 

From that question, something remarkable 

began to take shape. In January, several 

Oak Grove members became involved in the 

organizing effort and helped connect the 

group with our church. Oak Grove stepped 

forward as a fiscal sponsor, allowing donated 

funds to be received and distributed quickly 

to families in need, building on the mutual aid 

work that we were already doing through our 

Pastor Discretionary Fund. 

What has unfolded since then is a powerful 

reminder of what can happen when neighbors 

care for one another. 

Because of the generosity of this community 

and many others, the response was immediate. 

In the first week alone, more than $50,000 

was raised. Since then, Bloomington Mutual 

Aid (BMA) and Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Church have raised nearly $500,000 to support 

families navigating an incredibly difficult time. 

As of March 13, that generosity has made 

the following possible: 

• $443,489 distributed to keep families 

housed 

• 246 housing requests fulfilled 

• 183 households supported 

• 51 housing requests currently in progress 

These numbers represent real families in our 

community. Parents, children, and neighbors 

who have been able to remain in their homes 

and find stability because people like you 

chose to respond with compassion. 

As followers of Christ, we are called to love 

our neighbors and to care for those who are 

most vulnerable among us. Through BMA, 

we are seeing that calling lived out in tangible 

ways. 

Thank you for the many ways you have 

shown up, through generosity, advocacy,  

organizing, and prayer. Your care is helping 

families weather a moment of deep uncertainty 

with dignity and support. 

How to Keep Showing Up 

The need continues, and so will we. If you 

would like to stay involved, here are a few 

ways to help: 

Donate and Share: Continue supporting the 

mutual aid fund and help spread the word 

within your networks. Donate via 

https://givebutter.com/bloomingtonMA, or through 

Oak Grove using any of the ways you  

normally give. Simply designate your gift to 

Bloomington Mutual Aid (BMA). Checks can 

also be made payable to OGPC with BMA in 

the memo line. 

Gift Cards: In addition to rent support, BMA 

has been providing food and grocery support 

for over 300 families. As some families are 

beginning to feel safe again, they are still 

navigating job loss or the deportation of a  

primary breadwinner. Gift cards in increments 

of $35–$249 to Aldi, Walmart, Cub Foods, 

Target, or gas stations provide flexible, practical 

support. 

Gift cards can be dropped off with Emily Lassiter 

(507-440-2601) or contact outreach@oakgrv.org 

to find a drop-off location. 

In a time when fear and uncertainty are real 

for many families, your generosity is a quiet 

but powerful witness to the kind of community 

we are called to be. Thank you for continuing 

to show up for your neighbors. 

Bloomington Mutual Aid: Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

https://givebutter.com/bloomingtonMA
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CHILDREN 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am:  

Grades PreK–5 will meet in the community 

room (lower level near the choir room) at 

9:30 am. Depending on the Sunday, they  

remain together for learning and activities 

that introduce them to the people and practices 

of the church community or they split into 

groups for age-specific learning and activities 

(PreK–Grade 2 in room 3, Grade 3–5 in Room 4). 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Ages 3–PreK: after the children’s time in worship, 

this age group is invited to join our nursery 

attendants for a Bible story. On Sundays 

when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, there 

is no Children’s Church so that all ages can 

be present together in worship to celebrate 

communion. 

YOUTH 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am:  

Youth (grades 6–12) may join Laura Orr and 

other volunteers in room 5 (basement) for 

Sunday School class. 

Please note, Children & Youth Sunday 

School will be on hiatus for Palm Sunday, 

March 29, Easter Sunday, April 5, and 

April 19 for Fellowship Fair. 

Upcoming Youth & Children Events 

April 4: Family Easter Egg Hunt (3:00 pm) 

Join us outside on church grounds (weather 

permitting). Children are welcome to find 

eggs and youth are welcome to come a little 

early to help spread them out! We are hoping 

for a large turnout! 

Spring/Summer Save the Dates 

Family Nature Hike: Sunday, May 17 (2–3:00 pm) 

Families of all ages are invited to join us for a 

nature hike at the Old Cedar Bridge. Just 

take Old Shakopee to Old Cedar and go 

south until you come to the parking lot before 

the bridge. We’ll have a blast spying signs of 

the season: bugs, flowers, plants, mud,  

running water! Be prepared to get dirty, get 

together with old friends and make some new 

ones! Questions? Contact Pastor Erica 

VBS: June 15–18 (9 am to Noon) 

Theme: Like A Tree 

Join us for four fabulous days when we’ll be 

playing and singing and learning about what 

it means to be planted firmly like trees, growing 

in God’s love. Children who will be enrolled in 

PreK through grade 5 in the fall of 2026 are 

welcome to attend. Youth who will be starting 

grade 6 in the fall should talk to Pastor Erica 

about volunteer opportunities.  

Youth Mission Trip: June 20–26 

for those finishing grades 6–12.  

We’ll be joining with the youth group from 

House of Hope Presbyterian Church for a trip 

to the Mille Lacs area of Minnesota. Speak 

with Pastor Erica for more information. 

Clearwater Forest: We’re encouraging Oak 

Grove children and youth to register for a 

camp session at Clearwater Forest, July 5–10. 

Grades 3–6 register for Discovery Camp, and 

grades 7–9 register for Adventure Camp. 

Contact Karen Diller if you have questions 

and Pastor Erica if you want information  

regarding scholarships. 

clearwaterforest.org/summer-camp/ 

Children’s & Youth Ministries 

https://clearwaterforest.org/summer-camp/
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Through 

Feb. 28, 2026 

2026 YTD Actual vs Budget 2025 YTD 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $262,911 $260,416 $2,495 $244,957 

Expense YTD $129,373 $130,447 $1,073 $151,808 

Income – Exp $133,538 $129,969 $3,569 $93,149 

Financial Summary:  

February income was $1.5K higher than budget, while expenses were under by $839. 

The yearly surplus of $133.5K is $3.6K better than expected. We’re still outpacing 

2025, and March is looking really good (plus it has five Sundays)! 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Linda & Virgil 

Brandner 

(58 years on April 6) 

Becky & Randy 

Dop 

(38 years on April 23) 

Al & Sue 

Greimel 

(43 years on April 16) 
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Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Carol Frechette’s stepmother, Ruth Vogt (Feb. 28) at the  

age of 100 and brother, Warren (March 16). 

Susan Bachman (March 3), at the age of 91. 

Larry Throndson (March 3), at the age of 91. 

Carrie Wilkens’ sister, Joanna Wiseman (March 10), at the age of 53. 

Carol Frechette’s brother, Warren (March 16) in Costa Rica. 

April Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

15: Liberty Bliss (11), Carol Brightman 

16:  Caden Hendricks (5) 

17:  Jim Dutcher (93) 

19:  Jake Krey 

20:  Sarah Orr (11) 

21:  Josie Greimel (5), Kay Lancette 

22:  Barb Nelson (95), Judy Acker,  

Lizanne Ham 

25: Andy Snyder 

26: Jennifer Pol 

28: Joy Langer, Bob Ritter 

29: Gail Sudman (91) 

1:  Evangeline Johnson (18),  

Heather Duvall, Tammy Kaplan,  

Stephanie Larsen, Kathy Lee 

2: Vera DeLaHunt 

3:  Ada Mee (7) 

4:  Carol Dykstra (92), Dawn Acker, 

Mary Render 

5:  Bob Horvath 

7: Brian Ebeling 

8: Cindy St. Martin 

10: Al Gebhard 

12: Jan Lichtenberger (85) 

13: Nora Kelly (9) 
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SUNDAYS 

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for 

informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

We will meet in the Fireside Room. Unable to 

be here in person? Join us via Zoom at: 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith. 

April 5: No AFF (Easter Sunday) 

April 12: Pat McKisson, Presbytery leader  

of Presbyterian Women 

April 19: No AFF (Fellowship Fair) 

April 26: Green Committee 

May 3: Deb DeMeester, talking to us about 

Synod School 

May 10: TBD 

May 17: Bromleigh McClenghan,  

Progressive Theology for Parenting 

Adult Faith Formation 

(WoW!) Wonderful on Wednesdays  
Join us Wednesday evenings for a time  

of fellowship, learning and music. Each meal 

includes salad and dessert. 

The suggested meal donation is $7 for adults 

and $4 for children with a max of $20 per 

family. No reservations are needed.  

• 5:45–6:15 pm: Dinner 

• 6:15–6:30 pm: Children’s Choir 

(K–5th Grade); Choir room 

• 6:15–7:00 pm: Education for  

Youth (Grades 6–12) & Adults 

• 6:30–7:00 pm Education for Children 

(Grades K–5) 

• 7:00–7:45 pm: Youth Chime Choir 

(ages 8 & up): Community room 

• 7:15–8:15 pm: Chancel Choir; 

Choir room 

WoW menu for April: 

April 1: No WoW (Holy Week) 

April 8: Hot Dogs (Twins Opener) 

April 15: Chef’s Choice (final WoW until fall) 

 

Wednesday WoW for All Ages 

April 8: Intergenerational presentation on the 

Saint John’s Illuminated Bible. Join us as we 

welcome Tim Ternes of St. John’s to share 

information about the creation and artwork in 

the Bible! 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith


15 APRIL 2026 

Tea for Caregivers: April 28 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30–11:30 am 

This monthly gathering in the chapel for 

caregivers is a time for those who are caring 

for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and 

share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is 

a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: April 28 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon 

We meet monthly at church. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. All who love 

to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Ladies Who Lunch: April 15 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the 

book Entitled by Cookie Boyle. Plan to bring 

your own bag lunch, beverages will be  

provided. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Singles Fellowship: April 13 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647). 

Soul Sisters: April 13 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to 

check in and share fellowship and support. 

All women are invited, no need to RSVP. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: April 7 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron 

Dubis (612-868-9194). 

Spiritual Book Club: April 1 
First Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and 

develop our spirituality. We will discuss the 

book How We Learn to Be Brave by Marianne 

Edgar Budde. Please plan to eat lunch prior 

to the meeting. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Mary. 

Listening Group: April 13 & 27 
2nd & 4th Monday (1–2:30 pm) 

Join us for a time of deep listening – to one 

another, ourselves, and to God – without 

judgment or interruption. We talk, never  

obligatory but by invitation, and listen. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 



16 OAK LEAVES 

Oak Grove Intergenerational Weekend 

F 
ourteen adults got together March 6–8, 

2026 in Leaning Tree Lodge at 

Clearwater Forest for a relaxing and 

enjoyable weekend of fellowship and recreation. 

Except for meals, there was no set schedule, 

we even ignored daylight saving time until we 

left on Sunday. 

People spent their time relaxing, playing 

board and card games, reading, visiting, and 

enjoying outdoor walks. Because of the mild 

winter, there was more mud on the roads and 

paths and very little snow. We held a short 

worship service on Sunday morning. 

We did our own cooking and fixed all four 

meals in the Leaning Tree Lodge kitchen. 

Everyone participated in meal preparation or 

cleanup. In addition to seven members of the 

Pearson family, other participants included 

Candy & Don Alman, Sophia Deese, Linda & 

Greg Johnson, and Connie & Terry Nesbitt. 

We all had a great time being together! 


