Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!
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A Thought to Ponder
“I've always been Sarah. My gender identity has always existed. I've always
been a woman. Gay people aren’t straight before they come out as gay,
and transgender people are who they are before they come out and
transition.” — Sarah McBride, first trans person elected to U.S. Congress

& ordained PCUSA Elder



https://www.oakgrv.org

We Gather in God’s Name

Prelude ‘Il Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Handbells
Welcome & Announcements

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship Bill Pomroy

One: We raise our voices and wave with joyful hope the palms of deliverance
of God’s people.

All: Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of David!
One: Our hearts are filled with expectation as we welcome Jesus!
All: Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

One: We receive into the crowded streets of our lives the one who is Savior,
not only of us, but of all the earth.

All: Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heaven!
*Opening Hymn ‘Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 197

*Prayer of Confession Bill Pomroy

All: Merciful God, you know our hearts and our lives. We confess to you
that which causes separation, that which causes pain, that which causes
distress, and that which breaks down. We confess to you our part in
these things. We confess our fear of standing up to empire and for
the ways of love and justice. In humility, we ask for courage to speak
your truth, to build up instead of destroying, to heal and not inflict
pain... so we may love you, love neighbor and follow where you lead.

*Assurance of Grace Bill Pomroy

One: God’s mercy is deeper than the deepest ocean, and God’s grace is wider
than the sky. In Christ, our sins are forgiven. Let us be at peace.

All: Thanks be to God! AMEN



*Passing of the Peace Bill Pomroy
One: Beloved ones, may the peace of Christ be with you!

All: And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)

We Listen for God’s Word

Time for the Young & Young at Heart

Hymn “One Foot/Lead With Love” (on screens) by Melanie DeMore
Scripture Matthew 21:1-11 (NT: 23 | LPNT: 27)
Special Music “Siyahamba” (on screens) arr. Hal Hopson

We Are Singing for the Lord is Our Light

Meditation “Palms and Protest” Mary Koon
Special Music “Let There Be Peace on Earth” arr. Craig Courtney
Poetry “‘Palm Sunday” by Malcolm Guite
Meditation “The Church and Social Justice” Diane Prosser

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory  “I Choose Love” by Mark Miller

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,
and Holy Ghost. AMEN.



*Prayer of Dedication

The crowds offered you their coats to walk on, they waved palm
branches, honoring your presence. Today we honor you, O God, with
our faithful tithes and offerings. We lay these gifts before you, humble
tokens of our love, a public display of affection for our King of kings.
Amen.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (M Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

We Go Forth in God’s Name

Special Music “Like a Tree” (on screens)
by A Beautiful Gathering of Spirits

*Benediction “Blessed Is the One” by Jan Richardson
Sending Song “We Shall Overcome” (on screens) Pete Seeger
*Postlude “Glorious Morn” Handbells

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
gtk ity
Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastors: Mary Koon & Erica Schemper;
Liturgist: Bill Pomroy | Reader: Diane Prosser;
Musicians: Handbell, Chancel & Children’s Choirs;
Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Children’s Choir Director: Cece Nedrud | Percussion: Caitlin Lucic;



Guitars/Bass: Chris Diller, Mike Helmick, Davis Radtke, Nick Samsal,
Seth Thomas & Linda Vaughn;

Sound, Light, Video: Greg Johnson, Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow;
Greeter: Ignatius Esele | Custodian: Bear Brown

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church

Welcome, Oak Grove
members and visitors,
we’re glad you’re here!

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth
Care, Covenant Network, and More Light
Congregation.

The congregation of Oak Grove values its
roots that go back more than 150 years,
even as we follow the movement of the
Spirit into new ways of being and doing.

We always welcome your suggestions.

Prayer Requests

Please contact the church office to let
us know when you have new requests
or updates for family and friends, or
when a death occurs so we can support
and care for you or your loved one.

ogpc@oakarv.org
952-888-4621

Matthew 25: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/

Earth Care: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/

Covenant Network: https://covnetpres.org

More Light Presbyterians: https:/mip.org
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https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/
https://covnetpres.org
https://mlp.org

OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Faith Formation

Please note, faith formation will be on hiatus for Easter Sunday, April 5.

Menstrual Product Collection for Bloomington Mutual Aid

During the month of March, the Presbyterian Women Circles will be collecting
menstrual products: sanitary pads (preferred) and tampons. A sign and collection
box are located in the narthex. Thank you!

Intergenerational Easter Orchestra

All are invited to play in our Intergenerational Easter Orchestra on Sunday, April 5.
Get your instrument out, check that it’s in playing condition, try playing a little bit and
then come join us. Rehearsal will be on Saturday, April 4 (10 am) in the sanctuary.
We will accompany the hymns and play a few pieces as prelude. We’d love to have
you join us! Please let Judy Cooper (jcooper@oakgrv.org or 952-250-9226) know
so she can get a folder of music ready for you. Any questions, please contact Judy.
Thank you!

Spring Ring & Sing: A Collaborative Concert: Saturday, April 25 (3:00 pm)
Location: Community of the Cross Lutheran Church
(10701 Bloomington Ferry Rd, Bloomington 55348)

A concert of neighborhood churches Oak Grove Presbyterian, St. Luke’s Lutheran,
and Community of the Cross Lutheran. Performances by handbell ensembles,
choirs and more. Treats and fellowship to follow. Please bring a non-perishable food
item or cash donation in support of VEAP Food Shelf.

“Here Comes the Sun” by Bill McKibben

Oak Grove's Green Committee purchased 15 copies of "Here Comes the Sun: A
Last Chance for the Climate and a Fresh Chance for Civilization." The book is a call
to harness the power of the sun and rewrite our world's scientific, economic, and
political future. In these dark times, this book explains how energy from the sun has
become so cheap, it is giving humankind a real chance to avoid the worst effects of
global warming. Check out a copy today and prepare for our celebration of Earth
Day on Sunday April 26th. For a preview, visit: https://bit.ly/ogpc-preview.
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OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Apr. 1 | Spiritual Book Club (12—1:00 pm)
How We Learn to Be Brave
By Mariann Edgar Budde
Contact Pastor Mary

Apr. 1| No WoW (Holy Week)

Apr. 2 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138)

Apr. 6 | Church Office Closed

Apr. 7 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon)
Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194)
Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd)

Apr. 7 | PW Covenant Circle (3:00 pm)
Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684)

Apr. 8 | PW Circle of Faith (9:30—-10:30 am)
Pres. Homes (9901 Penn Ave S)
Contact: Pastor Mary

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted.

Family Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 4 (3:00 pm)

Join us outside on church grounds
(weather permitting). We are hoping
for a large turnout!

Family Nature Hike:
Sunday, May 17 (2-3:00 pm)

Families of all ages are invited to join
us for a nature hike at the Old Cedar
Bridge. We’'ll have a blast spying signs
of the season: bugs, flowers, plants,
mud, running water! Be prepared to
get dirty, get together with old friends
and make some new ones! Questions?
Contact Pastor Erica

HOLY WEEK AT OAK GROVE

Maundy Thursday, April 2 (6:00 pm, in-person only): We will share a light meal,
worship, and communion around the table in the social hall.

Good Friday, April 3 (7:00 pm): in-person & livestreamed Tenebrae service.

Easter Sunday, April 5 Worship Services

e 6:45 am (in-person only) outside at the Columbarium, weather permitting.

e 8:15am (in-person only) and 10:30 am in the Sanctuary with choir/orchestra.

e Please note, there will be no Sunday School or Children’s Church.




Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.
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