
Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

March 15, 2026 Mister Rogers Sunday 10:30 am 

Thoughts to Ponder 

“Safety is not the absence of threat. It is the presence of connection.” 

 – Gabor Maté, Canadian physician & author 

“Listening is where love begins: listening to ourselves and then to our 

neighbors.” – Fred Rogers 

A Beautiful Day for a Neighbor  

https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude “I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light” Handbells 

Welcome & Announcements 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

“It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” 

Call to Worship Junia Lassiter 

Welcome, neighbors, to this place of worship! 

We come as we are – known, loved and invited. 

Long before we arrived this morning, God’s love was already here, waiting 

at the door, smiling with kindness. 

Let us step inside and take our place in God’s neighborhood, where 

all belong. 

Let us listen for God’s voice, and see the sacred in every person we meet. 

Let us worship the One who calls us beloved and sends us out to love 

the world. 

*Opening Hymn “Let Us Build a House” (vss 1–3 & 5) 301 

*Call to Confession Junia Lassiter 

Mister Rogers said, “the greatest gift you ever give is your honest self.”  

Let us share our honest selves with God as we confess our sins, knowing 

that God listens and forgives. 

*Prayer of Confession Junia Lassiter 

Loving God, we know that we do not always live as we ought. Forgive 

us for the times we hide our true feelings. Have mercy on us for the 

ways we have not been good neighbors – rushing past people who 

needed kindness, spoken words that hurt and not heal. Heal our  

brokenness. Remind us that all lives are sacred. Redirect our lives 

with your grace and fill us with your peace. (silent confession) 



*Assurance of Grace Junia Lassiter 

Fred Rogers truly believed that forgiveness could overcome the power  

of evil in our lives and in our world. Let us accept this truth: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. The past is gone, and we are free  

to begin again. Thanks be to God. 

*Passing of the Peace Junia Lassiter 

We are beloved by God, called to be neighbors to one another. Let us greet 

our neighbors as children of God. The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “Help Us Accept Each Other” (verse 1) 754 

Scripture Matthew 22:34–40 (NT: 25 | LPNT: 30) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “Shepherd Me, O Lord” by Marty Haugen, arr. Holland 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Thanks be to you, generous God, for your abundant blessings. Accept 

these, our gifts, and the gift of our lives. Multiply them to your Glory. 

Use them and use us, to bring more love into your world. AMEN. 



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^ Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 79 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “It’s Such a Good Feeling” (on screens) by Fred Rogers 

*Postlude “Glorious Morn” Handbells 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastor: Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Junia Lassiter | Musicians: Handbell Choir & Chancel Choir; 

Guest Flutist: Trudy Dahl; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Pierce Flanagan, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Jeanne & Rick Wahtera | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Nancy, Colin & Darby, in memory of Dave & Darwin, and by  

Nancy Kachel, in honor of Oak Grove staff. 



Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

The white rose on the baptismal font commemorates the completion  

of Baptism for Susan Bachman who joined the church triumphant  

on March 3, 2026. “In Life and Death we belong to God.” 

Palm Sunday Action at the capital March 29 

There will be a brief meeting after worship today in the sanctuary to receive more  

information about the Palm Sunday action at the capitol. At the meeting we can  

sign up and begin to form car pools/transportation. 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00–10:00 am 

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. 

For Lent, we’ll be talking more deeply together about selected chapters of For Such 

a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional, by Hanna Reichel. If you’re not reading 

the whole book during Lent, copies of the chapters for each week will be available 

the week before in the narthex. 

March 22 (chapters 27 & 28) with special guest Rev. Susan Sytsma Bratt. Rev.  

Susan is a Presbyterian pastor who is currently doing research for a book about her 

family's history of living in a German town on the border of the Netherlands during 

WWII, and the very different choices some of them made in those difficult times. 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–8th grades) will meet in the middle school room  

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

Menstrual Production Collection for Bloomington Mutual Aid: During the month 

of March, the Presbyterian Women Circles will be collecting menstrual products: 

sanitary pads (preferred) and tampons. A sign and collection box are located in the 

narthex. Thank you! 

Pew Crew: Wanted: Two more individuals who are willing to join a team of people 

that will straighten the sanctuary pews once a week (replenish supplies, sharpen 

pencils, remove discarded items). No heavy lifting is required and all supplies are 

provided. When the job is done is up to you. Ideally, there will be four teams so the 

time commitment would be once a month. If you are interested in this ministry, 

please contact Karen Gerdes (612-599-9961 or bkgerdes@comcast.net). 

Oak Rovers: Saturday, March 21 (Noon) 

Join us at Applewood Pointe of Bloomington (8341 Lyndale Ave S, 55420) for pizza 

and a game. Please use the side entrance. The cost is $15 per person. Sign up and 

pay at church. Questions? Contact Patsy Fisk (952-977-9900). 



SAVE THE DATES! 

Palm Sunday Brunch 

March 29 (9:00 am) 

Come and enjoy good food and  

fellowship! The menu will include an 

egg bake, French toast sticks, mini 

muffins, fresh fruit, juice, coffee, milk 

and water. A goodwill offering will be 

received. Hosted by the Oak Grove 

Deacons. 

Family Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 4 (3:00 pm) 

Join us outside on church grounds 

(weather permitting). We are hoping 

for a large turnout! 

OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Mar. 17 | Antiracism Advocacy (5:30–7:00 pm) 

 Contact Becky Dop (612-743-1011) 

Mar 18 | Ladies Who Lunch (12–2:00 pm 

 Hope in the Struggle by Josie R. Johnson 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Mar. 18 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45–7:00 pm) 

 Breakfast for Supper 

 ($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family) 

Mar. 19 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

Mar. 19 | Nancy Augustson Memorial Service (11 am) 

 Visitation begins at 10 am 

 https://bit.ly/ogpc-nancy-augustson 

Mar. 23 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

All events are at Oak Grove  

unless otherwise noted. 

All are invited to play in our Intergenerational Easter Orchestra on Sunday, April 5. 

Get your instrument out, check that it’s in playing condition, try playing a little bit and 

then come join us. Rehearsals are Saturday, March 21 (10 am) in the choir room,  

and Saturday, April 4 (10 am) in the sanctuary. We will accompany the hymns and 

play a few pieces as prelude. We’d love to have you join us! Please let Judy Cooper 

(jcooper@oakgrv.org or 952-250-9226) know so she can get a folder of music ready 

for you. Any questions, please contact Judy. Thank you! 

Intergenerational Easter Orchestra 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-nancy-augustson


 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

