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Lent & Holy Week at Oak Grove

:’ Yhe liturgical season of Lent began on
Feb. 18. Lent is a time of self-reflection
and repentance, a time to slow down

and reflect on God and our relationship with

God. This year Oak Grove is offering a number
of ways to go deeper into our lives of faith.

Wednesday WoW for Adults

Feb. 25 and March 4, 11 & 25: Following dinner,
we will meet in the sanctuary for music, scrip-
ture, poetry and prayer.

March 18: Intergenerational presentation from
Tim Ternes on The Saint John’s llluminated Bible.

Sunday mornings, March 1-15

During Lent, Adult Faith Formation will be talking
more deeply together about selected chapters of
For Such a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional,
by Hanna Reichel. If you're not reading the
whole book during Lent, copies of the chapters
for each week will be available the week before
in the narthex. See the Adult Faith Formation
section (page 14) for more information.

Palm Sunday, March 29

Once again, the Deacons will host a brunch
starting at 9:00 am. Come and enjoy good food
offering will be

and fellowship! A goodwill
received.

Palm Sunday March in Saint Paul

See page 3 for more information.

Maundy Thursday, April 2

6:00 pm Light supper & service (in-person only)

We will share a light meal, worship, and communion
around the table in the social hall.

Good Friday, April 3

7:00 pm Tenebrae service
(in-person & livestreamed)

Saturday April 4: Family Easter Egg Hunt

Join us at 3:00 pm outside on church grounds
(weather permitting). We are hoping for a large
turnout!

April 5: Easter Sunday

e 6:45 am sunrise outdoor service
at the church Columbarium

¢ 8:15 am worship service
(in-person service only)

e 10:30 am worship service
(in-person & livestream)
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Palm Sunday Brunch: March 29 (10:00 am)

Come and enjoy good food
and fellowship!

The menu will include egg bake,
French toast sticks,

mini muffins, fresh fruit, juice,
coffee, milk and water.

A goodwill offering will be received.
— Hosted by the Oak Grove Deacons
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Palm Sunday March

Proclaiming our Faith in the Public Square:
Sunday, March 29 (3:00 pm)

Join us as tens of thousands of Christians from Minnesota and across the country
will follow the steps of Jesus and march to our capitals against unjust rule.

Together, we will affirm our commitments to love our neighbors, feed the hungry,
care for the sick, and welcome the stranger, and we will incite a moral choice for
the public and elected leaders between a politics rooted in oppression, greed,
and cruelty and a politics rooted in justice, compassion, and recognition of every
person’s dignity.

Please pay attention to opportunities for carpooling and joining in this event in
St. Paul. — Sponsored by ISAIAH/Faith in Minnesota

ISAIAH: https://www.isaiahmn.org

Faith in Minnesota: https://faithinmn.org

MARCH 2026 3


https://www.isaiahmn.org
https://faithinmn.org

4

Golden Spotlight: Nancy Kachel
submitted by Sandy Crum

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group (90 years plus) is
selected at random to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the
lives of our “golden” members whose lives shine with faith and love.

f a person wants to know what a lifetime
l of service looks like, look no further
than Nancy Kachel. Born in 1933 in
Willmar, Minn. as one of three children, Nancy
grew up as part of a family who owned a
small hatchery. Raising turkeys as part of
that household meant that the basement of
their house was a place where the turkeys
were dressed for the orders that came in for
Thanksgiving. Nancy learned to cook dinner
at a young age as her parents
worked. Also, living in their
house was a rural high school
girl since there were no
school buses back then. The
girl helped with household
chores during the week, and
then went home on weekends.

Adding to the joy of a normal
loving childhood, Nancy's parents -
bought a very rustic one-bedroom i
cabin five miles from town with no running
water and an outhouse. Her love of fishing, to
this day, started at that cabin, along with
learning how to swim. Nowadays, Nancy has
had fun enjoying family life at her son’s
cabin, formally owned together, with her eight
grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren.

Nancy was very active in high school with
activities that included band, cheerleading
and other clubs and parties. She got her driver's
license at age 15. There was no test required,
just pick up the license and then learn to
drive. During high school she was employed
at an ice cream shop.

Her next educational journey took her to
Macalester College, with an emphasis on

OAK LEAVES

early childhood education. There she met her
husband Dave. Dave went to seminary in
Naperville, lll., where two of their four children
were born. While there, they formed a tightly
knit group of seven other seminary couples
and maintained a “round-robin” letter for at
least 52 years! Vacationing with each other
during summer vacations was also experienced.
Nancy then secured a degree in social work.
Dave and Nancy served churches in
Winona, Austin, Lake Crystal, South
» St. Paul, Heidelberg, Germany,
and Bloomington where they
A\ bought their first house. Dave
was the head pastor at Oak
Grove from 1973-1980. No
more manse after that.

The family of six lived in Germany
7~ for 15 months while Dave
V' served as assistant to a German
" minister. Their children attended German
schools, challenging but life changing, and
the result of this experience was making
friends for life, traveling whenever possible
and learning to speak German!

Nancy has had many varied jobs, often in the
medical field and always in the service of others.
Some of these are as follows: Director of
Senior Services for Mount Sinai Hospital,
Director of Volunteers at St. Paul Open
School, and retired from Methodist Hospital.
Always caring for others, and with the help of
many Oak Grove members, a special highlight
was collecting and setting up four two-
bedroom apartments for Russian Jews joining
other family members already here.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 >>



GOLDEN SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Amazingly, she is still in touch with some of
the people who came. During these years,
volunteering was still important to Dave and
Nancy and they worked with Habitat for
Humanity in Georgia, Kentucky, and Minneapolis.
Dave volunteered more frequently than Nancy
but she learned enough to lay linoleum at
one of the houses!

Travel has been a constant love and enriching
experience for the Kachels which included
repeated trips to Germany, and a trip to
South Africa led by former pastor Dries Coetzee.
They volunteered for one-month in each
country of Guatemala, New Zealand, Scotland,
London, and Germany, along with various
stateside trips. They enjoyed organizing
group trips overseas. Nancy has experienced
Elder Hostel trips and cruises with family.
She also chaperoned confirmation girls on a

Boundary Waters Canoe trip (carrying packs
on their backs).

Nancy is still giving to others with her work at Oak
Grove. She is an office volunteer, coordinates
the Loaves & Fishes Ministry, chairs the
Prayer Shawl Ministry and works every
Wednesday in the kitchen at WoW. She is
one of the coordinators for the receptions at
memorial services and has served as an Elder,
volunteered with Oasis, and is a staunch
supporter of the social justice committee at
Oak Grove.

Oak Grove is so blessed to have had Nancy
as a member for over 50 years. She says
she has been nurtured, loved, inspired by
and grateful for this family. | would say WE at
Oak Grove are the ones who are TRULY
blessed by having Nancy in our midst!

Easter Honorariums/Memorials

On Sunday, March 8, 15, & 22, we'll be
available for you to sign-up to donate in
honor, in memory, or in celebration of a
special person(s)/event as we decorate the
chancel for Easter, April 5 and the following
Sunday, April 12.

Your donations (cash or check) will be used /
to purchase potted flowering plants, and "
any remaining amount will be given to

VEAP. Flowers will then be donated to g
homebound members and/or people on 1 <
the prayer list. Questions? Contact the % . N\
church office (952-888-4621). 4 “ \\
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Oak Grove Retreats

Men’s Retreat: Jan. 30-Feb. 1, 2026

The Oak Grove Men’s Retreat participants again stayed at Eagle Lodge and enjoyed warm
fires, beautiful winter vistas, and plenty of food and fellowship. This year's agenda features
Rev. John Lee (Eugene’s brother-in-law) who led the group in exploring spiritual reflection,
including beginner's mind and visio divina (sacred seeing) activities. The sessions included
some novel exercises and thoughtful sharing as we all took a reprieve from work and current
events. Please consider joining us next year so we can keep this wonderful event going.
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Women’s Retreat: Jan. 16-18, 2026

The Oak Grove Women’s Retreat enjoyed a weekend of music, poetry, learning and discussion
with our leader, Catherine Wilson. Catherine has recently published a poetic memoir of healing
and spiritual growth entitled, A Trail of Breadcrumbs. There was also plenty of time for enjoying
the great outdoors of Clearwater Forest, plus a multitude of indoor games! The retreat was
filled with laughter, tears, good conversation and friendship in God’s woods and waters! Think
about joining us next year and brush up on your ping pong skills before then!
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Invitation to Attend “Homeless Day on the Hill”: March 11

or many years, one of the ways Oak
FGrove has advocated on behalf of

Minnesotans who lack safe and stable
housing has been to participate in “Homeless
Day on the Hill.” This event is an annual “Day
of Advocacy” hosted by the Minnesota Coalition
for the Homeless (MCH) at the State Capital
complex in St. Paul. It brings together hundreds
of people from across the state of Minnesota
to push for legislative action at the state level
to address a broad range of issues affecting
the unhoused in Minnesota.

For 2026, in view of the obvious disruption to
civic order and the resulting safety risks to
many of our most vulnerable neighbors due
to ongoing ICE operations throughout the
state, Homeless Day on the Hill will look a
little different than in past years.

In an effort to be as accessible as possible to
everyone, much of the program is being made
available online in advance:

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@mnhomelessco

MCH website: https://bit.ly/mch-doth26

The online content will spotlight MCH’s policy
priorities, feature inspiring speakers, and offer
guidance on how to effectively engage with
lawmakers. As in past years, for those
who do wish to attend in person, there will be
opportunities to attend legislative committee
hearings, observe a floor session of the
House or Senate, and engage with your
legislators (if scheduling allows) in a small
group discussion concerning legislative priorities.

Plans are still being finalized, but there may
also be a press conference, rally, and hearing
for those attending in person. You are invited
to participate in this event either online,
in-person, or both. If you wish to participate
in-person, there is no cost, and you can
attend for all, or any part of the day. A sign-up
sheet will be provided on a table in the Narthex.
As we get closer to the event, we will set up
carpools from the Oak Grove parking lot.

Mipnesota
Coalition for the
Homeless
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2026 Chili Fest!

Some cold weather, a congregational meeting, and 17 pots of chili, with lots of
cornbread, grilled cheese sandwiches, and crackers made the Second Annual
Deacon Chili Fest a huge success. Friends shared time together lingering and
filling the room with laughter, joy and Presbyterian Love!!!
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ccording to UNESCO, there are
Aapproximately 250 million children

out of school in the world, 53% are
girls. There are more than 25 million children
out of school in Pakistan. That means that
one in ten children IN THE WORLD who are
out of school are Pakistani, 54% of them are
girls. Pakistan has 3% of the world population
and they have 10% of the world’s out of
school children. Less than 2% of Pakistan’'s
GDP goes to education.

In 1972 schools were nationalized and taken over
by the government of Pakistan. Management
separated the boarding house from schools
and continued boarding services independently.
The education standards of schools deteriorated
greatly, and parents started removing their
daughters from schools.

Following denationalization in 1998 schools
were handed back to PEB, many in very poor
condition. PEB strives to provide quality,
transformational education while mentoring
each student. Christian (42%) and Muslim
(58%) students from nursery school to 10th
grade are thriving in an atmosphere that
teaches tolerance, peace and harmony.

PEB is expanding access through creating
more spaces for children to attend. Only half
of the children out of school even have a
place they COULD go if they wanted. That's
why PEB is always building buildings and

— Mission Corner: Presbyterian Education Board (PEB) Pakistan —

renovating the ones they have as money will
allow. They are providing financial support so
that children from poor families can attend
and families who could only afford to send
their boys are able to send their girls too. In
Pakistan, if you can only send one child to
school, it will be your oldest son, always,
because he is your retirement plan.

At the present time PEB operates 26 schools
in Pakistan which rely heavily on outside
donations to cover the costs to operate every
school, since most students cannot pay for
tuition. The Oak Grove Mission Committee
sends $5,000 annually to support PEB
schools. In addition, we have had fundraising
campaigns to build classrooms, fill classrooms
with furniture and equipment and other funding
needs. In 2012, a group of Oak Grovers went
to Pakistan to be part of the dedication of
classrooms that the church funded.

MARCH 2026
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Feed My Starving Children

More than 50 Oak Grovers volunteered at Feed My Starving Children on
Saturday, Feb. 14, packing 143 boxes (30,888 meals total) enough to feed
85 children for a year! The meals will go to Libya. We're so grateful for our
amazing volunteers, what a meaningful way to spend Valentine’s Day!

Kids fed ,a\gaily meal for a year: 85
AT St 5T -
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Children’s & Youth Ministries

CHILDREN
Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am:

Grades PreK-5 will meet in the community
room (lower level near the choir room) at
9:30 am. Depending on the Sunday, they
remain together for learning and activities
that introduce them to the people and practices
of the church community or they split into
groups for age-specific learning and activities
(PreK—Grade 2 in room 3, Grade 3-5 in Room 4).

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

Ages 3—PreK: after the children’s time in worship,
this age group is invited to join our nursery
attendants for a Bible story. On Sundays
when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, there
is no Children’s Church so that all ages can
be present together in worship to celebrate
communion.

YOUTH

Sundays, 9:30—-10:15 am:

Youth (grades 6-12) may join Laura Orr and
other volunteers in room 5 (basement) for
Sunday School class.

Please note, Children & Youth Sunday
School will be on hiatus for Palm Sunday,
March 29, and Easter Sunday, April 5.

Upcoming Youth & Children Events
April 4: Family Easter Egg Hunt (3:00 pm)

Join us outside on church grounds (weather
permitting). Children are welcome to find
eggs and youth are welcome to come a little
early to help spread them out! We are hoping
for a large turnout!

Summer Save the Dates
VBS: June 15-18 (9 am to Noon)

Our theme this year is Like A Tree. Join us
for four fabulous days when we’ll be playing
and singing and learning about what it means
to be planted firmly like trees, growing in
God’s love. Children who will be enrolled in
PreK through grade 5 in the fall of 2026 are
welcome to attend. Youth who will be starting
grade 6 in the fall should talk to Pastor Erica
about volunteer opportunities.

Youth Mission Trip: June 20—-26
for those finishing grades 6—-12.

We'll be joining with the youth group from
House of Hope Presbyterian Church for a trip
to the Mille Lacs area of Minnesota. Speak
with Pastor Erica for more information.

Clearwater Forest: We're encouraging Oak
Grove children and youth to register for a
camp session at Clearwater Forest, July 5-10.
Grades 3-6 register for Discovery Camp, and
grades 7-9 register for Adventure Camp.
Contact Karen Diller if you have questions
and Pastor Erica if you want information
regarding scholarships.

More information and registration at:
clearwaterforest.org/summer-camp/

fng
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Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer

Through 2026 YTD Actual vs Budget 2025 YTD
Jan. 31, 2026 Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals
Income YTD $186,639* $185,649 $990 $132,991**
Expense YTD $56,374 $56,607 $234 $55,450
Income - Exp $130,266 $129,042 $1,223 $77,541

* 2026 Prepays $87.4K, Income $99.2K
** 2025 Prepays $56.0K, Income $77.0K

Financial Summary:

January income was $990 higher than budget, while expenses were under by $234

(Mission). The yearly surplus of $130.3K is $1.2K better than expected (& $52.7K
better than 2025)! A great start to the year!

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years

3 l Jean & Mike \ '}2 % t Jacqueé Chassé ’i
N [ Helmick I, N & Cecelia Laurie |
+! (55 years on March 6) "7 *\‘(39 years on March 14) '}

. £ . f

v/ Mike & Shar v Al & Ev N
. Glausser A . Gebhard I
*\_’(20 years on March 24) ' *\’(57 years on March 29) '
. £ ‘ 8 £ ‘
[ s
+ v
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Condolences to Family and Friends of:

Allison Thomas’ sister, Charlotte Ladwig (Feb. 6)

at the age of 43.

REMINDER: DST is coming!

Daylight Savings Time starts at 2:00 am on Sunday,
March 8, so be sure to set your clocks AHEAD one hour
before going to sleep Saturday night.

March Birthdays

If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1—-21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.

1:Rosalie Johnson (88)
2:Dave Johnson

5: Stephen Tolvstad (91), Becky Dop,
Emmanual Boateng

6: Margaret Comstock (98),
Joyce Yohnke (86), Bart Roush

7: Ruth Dukelow,

9: Maddy Rossow (16), Anne Byers,
Nana Kwarteng, Emma McCullough

11:Molly Fineran (12)
13: Jillian Krey (5)
14: Wyatt Krentz (3), Seth Thomas

17: Violette Lagani (18), Connie Nesbitt,
Laura Orr

18:Sarah Utter
19:Nancy Jensen, Greg Wenz
20: Anne Campbell, Patsy Fisk

21:Meg Robles

22: Colton Hendricks (1)

23: Christie Rossow, Lynn Severson
24:James Robles (20)

25:John Kim

27:Kathy Howell, Maren Karow,
Mike Ramirez, Jan Snell

28:Enid Lang (86), Julie Hendricks,
Sue Powers
29: Jim Goodermont

30: Chuck Mikkelson

MARCH 2026
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Adult Faith Formation

SUNDAYS

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for
informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
We will meet in the Fireside Room. Unable to
be here in person? Join us via Zoom at:
https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith.

March 1-22: We'll be talking more deeply
together about selected chapters of For Such
a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional,
by Hanna Reichel. If you're not reading the
whole book during Lent, copies of the chapters
for each week will be available the week
before in the narthex.

e March 1: Chapters 2 & 7
e March 8: Chapters 8 & 14

e March 15: Chapters 20 & 25
e March 22: Chapters 27 & 28

On March 22 joining us will be Rev. Susan
Sytsma Bratt, a Presbyterian pastor who is
currently doing research for a book about her
family's history of living in a German town on
the border of the Netherlands during WWII,
and the very different choices some of them
made in those difficult times.

Adult Faith Formation will be on hiatus
for Palm Sunday, March 29, and
Easter Sunday, April 5.

(WoW!) Wonderful on Wednesdays

Join us Wednesday evenings for a time
of fellowship, learning and music. Each meal
includes salad and dessert.

The suggested meal donation is $7 for adults
and $4 for children with a max of $20 per
family. No reservations are needed.

e 5:00-5:45 pm: Youth Chime Choir
(ages 8 & up): Community room
e 5:45-6:15 pm: Dinner

e 6:15-6:30 pm: Children’s Choir
(K=5th Grade); Choir room

e 6:15-7:00 pm: Education for
Youth (Grades 6-12) & Adults

e 6:30-7:00 pm Education for Children
(Grades K-5)

e 7:15-8:15 pm: Chancel Choir;
Choir room
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WoW menu for March:

March. 4: Shepherd’s Pie

March. 11: Corned Beef

March. 18: Breakfast for Supper

March 25: Stir Fry Veggies & Orange Chicken

Wednesday WoW for Adults
March 4, 11 & 25: Following dinner, we will

meet in the sanctuary for music, scripture
poetry and prayer.

March 18: Intergenerational presentation on

the hand-written, hand-illuminated Saint John’s
lluminated Bible from Tim Ternes,


https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith

Fellowship Opportunities

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.

Men’s Fellowship: March 3
First Tuesday at Noon

Join us for "Burgers ‘'n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W OId Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron
Dubis (612-868-9194).

Listening Group: March 9 & 23
2nd & 4th Monday (1-2:30 pm)

Join us for a time of deep listening — to one
another, ourselves, and to God — without
judgment or interruption. We talk, never
obligatory but by invitation, and listen.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Soul Sisters: March 9
Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to
check in and share fellowship and support.
All women are invited, no need to RSVP.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: March 24
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon

We meet monthly at church. The patterns,
yarn and needles are provided. All who love
to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions?
Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449).

Spiritual Book Club: March 4
First Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and
develop our spirituality. We will discuss the
book Love Wins by Rob Bell. Please plan to
eat lunch prior to the meeting. Questions?
Contact Pastor Mary.

Singles Fellowship: March 9
Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W OId Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP. Questions?
Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647).

Ladies Who Lunch: March 18
Third Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the
book Hope in the Struggle by Josie R. Johnson.
Plan to bring your own bag lunch, beverages
will be provided. Questions? Contact Pastor
Mary.

Tea for Caregivers: March 24
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30-11:30 am

This monthly gathering in the chapel for
caregivers is a time for those who are caring
for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and
share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is
a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact
Pastor Mary.

MARCH 2026
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Oak Grove Happenings...

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale:
Sunday, March. 1 (before & after worship)

Each quarter on the first Sunday of the month
(March, June, September & December) we will
have coffee available for sale during church.
Each one-pound bag (Regular Roast ground
or whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans)
costs $14, cash or check.

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees
small, independent coffee growers in San Lucas
Toliman, Guatemala, a just price for their
product, which helps them support their families.

Creative Hands Across the River Crafters:
Saturday, March 14 (9 am to noon)

Creative people, come to Creative Hands Across
the River Crafters in the social hall at church.
Bring your knitting, crocheting, quilting, or other
craft projects to work on and enjoy camaraderie
with  friendly crafters from Presbyterian
Church of the Apostles and Oak Grove
Church. Questions? Contact Ruth Dukelow
(952-923-0799. We hope to see you there!

Freedom Fighters Support Group:
Tuesday, March 17 (6:30-8:30 pm)

This veteran-driven support group meets on
the third Tuesday of each month at Oak
Grove. It is open to our military veterans,
their families, and support systems. It is an
opportunity for them to gather and work
through their issues while enjoying camaraderie
and friendship. A community meal is provided
along with live music, and chiropractic,
acupuncture, and massage services.

There will also be tables with veteran and
community-based resources available. The
group is free to all who participate. You may
be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by
The Mission Project.
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Intergenerational Easter Orchestra

All are invited to play in our Intergenerational
Easter Orchestra on Sunday, April 5. Get
your instrument out, check that it's in playing
condition, try playing a little bit and then
come join us.

Rehearsals are Saturday, March 21 (10 am)
in the choir room, and Saturday, April 4 (2 pm)
in the sanctuary. We will accompany the
hymns and play a few pieces as prelude.
We'd love to have you join us!

Please let Judy Cooper (jcooper@oakgrv.org
or 952-250-9226) know so she can get a
folder of music ready for you. Any questions,
please contact Judy. Thank you!

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Every Thursday at 7:30 am

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of
fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The
group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American
Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions?
Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138.

Adult Bible Study Hiatus

Due to unforeseen circumstances, Adult Bible
Study will be on hiatus through the month of
March. We will reassess and communicate a
new start-up date as soon as possible. Thank you.

Overview: We meet weekly on Thursdays (12
—1:00 pm) via Zoom to look at the scripture
that will be the basis for the sermon the following
Sunday. No pre-reading is necessary. We
will read the scripture together and then dive in.



