Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!
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March 1, 2026 Second Sunday of Lent 10:30 am

A Thought to Ponder

“Apartheid was legal. The Holocaust was legal. Slavery was legal. Colonialism
was legal. Legality is a matter of power, not justice.” — Jose Antonio Vargas,
“Dear America: Notes of an Undocumented Citizen” (2018)
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We Gather in God’s Name

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 121) Carol Brightman
We lift our eyes up to the mountains, from where does our help come?
Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
We look not to the mountains or valleys, even heaven or earth,
For God is found among us.
Wherever two or three are gathered in Christ’'s name,
God is here among us.

Come, let us worship the God of Creation, the God of People, the God of
Community.

Let us follow Jesus, for Jesus is The Way. Let us worship God!

*Opening Hymn “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 645
*Call to Confession Carol Brightman
*Prayer of Confession Carol Brightman

Almighty God, we confess that we have sinned. We have placed

our own desires as priorities over what you taught us was most
important. Forgive us for the ways we have not loved our neighbors.
Have mercy on us for the times we have hoarded our resources.
Forgive us for our selfishness and short-sightedness. Call us into
your ways of love. Call us into your ways of reconciliation. Be born
in us today that we might begin again... (silent confession)



*Assurance of Grace Carol Brightman

In God there is mercy and forgiveness. Put your lives back in order by putting
God in the center. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

We will strive to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God
as we witness to God’s mercy and forgiveness. Thanks be to God.
*Passing of the Peace Carol Brightman

Let us greet one another as God’s beloved people, forgiven and freed.
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)

We Listen for God’s Word

Time for the Young & Young at Heart

Hymn of Response “Jesus Loves Me” (verse 1) 188
Scripture John 3:1-17 (NT: 93 | LPNT: 114)
Message

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory  “Build a Longer Table” (French carol) arr. John Helgen

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,
and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

In gratitude for all your gifts to us, generous God, we offer our lives
and our treasure. Accept this offering as a symbol of our devotion.
Use it, and use us, we pray, to help heal the world. AMEN



Sacrament of Communion

Communion will be by intinction; please take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup,
and return to your seat. If you are unable to come forward, a server will come to you.
The juice is non-alcoholic. Gluten free is available as well.

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer (on screens)

Words of Institution
Sharing of the Bread & Cup

Prayer following Communion

Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament,
united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly
banquet that is to come. Strengthen our faith, increase our love
for all you love, and let our lives show forth your praise. AMEN

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn “When We Are Living” 822
*Benediction

Sending Song ‘I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” (verse 1) 775
*Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
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Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastors: Mary Koon & Erica Schemper;
Liturgist: Carol Brightman | Musicians: Chancel Choir;
Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Greg Johnson, Randy Dop & Ruth Dukelow;
Greeters: Jeanne & Rick Wahtera | Custodian: Bear Brown

Chancel flowers are given today by
Janice Ahlquist, in celebration of family, and by
Cathy Colborn, in memory of Roger McMillan Colborn.

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church

Welcome, Oak Grove
members and visitors,
we’re glad you’re here!

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth
Care, Covenant Network, and More Light

Prayer Requests

Congregation. Please contact the church office to let
The congregation of Oak Grove values its us know when you have new requests
roots that go back more than 150 years, or updates for family and friends, or
even as we follow the movement of the when a death occurs so we can support
Spirit into new ways of being and doing. and care for you or your loved one.

We always welcome your suggestions. ogpc@oakgrv.org

952-888-4621
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OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00-10:00 am

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments.

March 1-22: We’'ll be talking more deeply together about selected chapters of For
Such a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional, by Hanna Reichel. If you’re not
reading the whole book during Lent, copies of the chapters for each week will

be available the week before in the narthex.

e March 8: Chapters 8 & 14
e March 15: Chapters 20 & 25
e March 22: Chapters 27 & 28

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding
to their classrooms. Youth (6th—8th grades) will meet in the middle school room
on the lower level for Sunday School.

Invitation to Attend “Homeless Day on the Hill”: Wednesday, March 11

This annual event is a “Day of Advocacy” hosted by the Minnesota Coalition for the
Homeless at the State Capital complex in St. Paul. It brings together hundreds of
people from across the state of Minnesota to push for legislative action at the state
level to address a broad range of issues affecting the unhoused in Minnesota.
There will be opportunities to attend legislative committee hearings, observe a floor
session of the House or Senate, and engage with your legislators (if scheduling
allows) in a small group discussion concerning legislative priorities.

Plans are still being finalized, but there may also be a press conference, a rally, and
a special hearing on affordable housing. There is no cost, and you can attend for all,
or any part of the day. A sign-up sheet is provided on a table in the Narthex. As we
get closer to the event, we will set up carpools from the Oak Grove parking lot.
Questions? Contact Bill Pomroy (lisaorbill@msn.com).



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Mar. 3 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon)
Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194)
Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd)

Mar. 3 | PW Covenant Circle (3:00 pm)
Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684)

Mar. 4 | Spiritual Book Group (12—1:00 pm)
Love Wins by Rob Bell
Contact Pastor Mary

Mar. 4 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45-7:00 pm)

Shepherd’s Pie
($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family)

Mar. 5 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138)

Mar. 5 | Deacons (7—8:30 pm)
Contact Pastor Mary

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted.

Menstrual Production Collection
for Bloomington Mutual Aid

During the month of March, the
Presbyterian Women Circles will be
collecting menstrual products: sanitary
pads (preferred) and tampons. A sign
and collection box will be in the narthex.
Thank you!

REMINDER: DST is coming!

Daylight Saving Time starts at 2:00 am
on Sunday, March 8, so be sure to set
your clocks AHEAD one hour before
going to sleep Saturday night.

Nancy Augustson Memorial Service

Date: Thursday, March 19 (11:00 am)

Please join us at Oak Grove to remember our wonderful friend who passed away
Jan. 3, 2026, at the age of 95 and will be greatly missed. Visitation begins at 10:00 am
and the service will also be livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook for those unable
to attend in person. Following the service, you are invited to join the family and
friends in the church social hall for lunch and continuing conversation around the table.

https://bit.ly/ogpc-nancy-augustson
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Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.
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