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A Thought to Ponder 

“For me, forgiveness and compassion are always linked: how do we  

hold people accountable for wrongdoing and yet at the same time  

remain in touch with their humanity enough to believe in their capacity  

to be transformed?” – bell hooks, American author  

https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 32) Eric Johnson 

All you whose hearts are right, sing out with joy. 

Our happiness is this:  

The God of heaven is our safe place. 

Our happiness is this: 

God sees us as we are, and covers us with forgiveness.. 

Our happiness is this: 

We are surrounded by God’s faithful love. 

All you whose hearts are right, sing out with joy. 

*Opening Hymn “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 435 

Call to Confession Eric Johnson 

We come before God with our sorrow and our sin, with the burdens we carry 

and the burdens we have helped create. Trusting in God’s steadfast love, 

let us pray. 

*Prayer of Confession Eric Johnson 

Gracious God, We confess that we are not only wounded by this broken 

world—we are also shaped by it. We have trusted our own strength 

more than your grace. We have chosen comfort over calling. We have 

been silent when we should have spoken, and cautious when we should 

have loved boldly. We confess the sins we know, the sins we excuse, 

and the sins we barely notice. (silence is kept) Forgive us, O Lord. Turn 

us again toward life. Teach us to walk in the way of Christ. Amen. 



*Assurance of Grace Eric Johnson 

Dear friends, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God! 

*Passing of the Peace Eric Johnson 

Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one another. 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Anthem “Love Around Us” & “Draw the Circle Wide” Children’s Choir 

Scripture Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 (OT: 2 | LPOT: 2) 

 Psalm 32 (OT: 506 | LPOT: 623) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “O Christ Surround Me” by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, 

  arr. David Sims  

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Lord, from the abundance of your grace, your word has provided all 

that we need. All that we have is yours. Receive the offering of our 

hands and the gratitude of our hearts. In the name of our Savior we 

pray. Amen. 



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^ Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “My Life Flows On” 821 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” (verse 1) 775 

*Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Erica Schemper & Mary Koon; 

Liturgist: Eric Johnson | Musicians: Chancel Choir; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Randy Dop, Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeters: Jan & Dale Kidd | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Jack & Leona Kley, in memory of Leon V. Bonikowski, OSFS,  

and by Dave & Stephanie Larsen, in memory of Elmer & Mable Larsen. 



Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

Annual Congregational Meeting & Chili Fest 

Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026 (following worship service) 

We will need to secure a quorum of at least 50 people to conduct official 

church business. 

Following the meeting, everyone is invited to the Chili Fest in the social hall, 

sponsored by the Oak Grove Deacons. There will be plenty of recipes to try!. 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00–10:00 am 

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. 

March 1, 8, & 15: We’ll be talking more deeply together about selected chapters of 

For Such a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional, by Hanna Reichel. If you’re 

not reading the whole book during Lent, copies of the chapters for each week will be 

available the week before in the narthex. 

• March 1: Chapters 2 & 7 

• March 8: Chapters 8 & 14 

• March 15: Chapters 20 & 25 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–8th grades) will meet in the middle school room  

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

Oak Grove Intergenerational Retreat: March 6–8 (Clearwater Forest) 

Join us for a weekend of relaxation, recreation and fellowship with friends of all ages 

at Clearwater Forest Camp Retreat Center near Brainerd, Minn. Arrive Friday  

evening and depart Sunday morning after breakfast and worship. We welcome  

individuals, couples and families in all forms to this event. 

Leaning Tree Lodge has 15 rooms, each with a double bed and a single bed, closet, 

desk and vanity area. Bathrooms are shared with the room next door. The lodge  

also has a kitchen where we will fix our meals as well as dining and living room  

areas with a fireplace. 

We will enjoy outdoor winter recreation opportunities as well as pleasant indoor 

cards, games, puzzles, reading, and relaxing. The cost is $240 per room plus $25 

per person for food ($10/child, infants under 2 are free). Final costs will depend on 

the size of our group. Scholarships are available. Sign up at church in the narthex. 

Questions? Contact Larry Pearson (952-835-9480). 



Interested in joining Oak Grove? 

Please join us Sunday, Feb. 22 and 

Sunday, March 1 (9:15–10:00 am) to 

learn about Oak Grove, its ministries 

and values, and the Presbyterian 

Church USA.  

If you are interested in attending or 

have questions, please contact Sandy 

Crum (952-715-1252). We’d love to 

welcome you to the congregation of 

Oak Grove on Sunday, March 8 during 

the worship service. 

OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Feb. 23 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Feb. 24 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10a–Noon) 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

Feb. 24 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30–11:30 am) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Feb. 24 | Session (6:45–8:15 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Feb. 25 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45–7:00 pm) 

 Grilled Cheese & Tomato Soup 

 ($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family) 

Feb. 26 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted. 

'Per capita' is a set amount of money per member that each congregation pays to the 

larger Presbyterian Church to fund the endless variety of services that our national 

and regional bodies perform on our behalf. We're celebrating this relationship by  

designating February as 'Per Capita' month.  

Please take part and make a 'per capita' payment of $43.75 for each confirmed member 

of your family who attends Oak Grove. You can pay by check or give online  

(https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/percapita). 

Thank you for being part of our Oak Grove family! 

FEBRUARY IS PER CAPITA MONTH! 

https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/percapita


 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

