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Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15

Dear friends,

As we turn the page on this most surreal month of January 2026, I'm
guessing that you, like me, might be asking yourself: Am I doing
enough?

And paired with that question, I imagine you might also be asking this
question, which I know I am asking: how long can I do what I am
doing? Because I am TIRED. A few weeks ago (weeks, months? It was
sometime in mid-January. How long ago was that? How tired are we?)

A few weeks ago, one of our Oak Grove saints (one of our saints who, I
KNOW, is doing MORE than enough) said something very wise to me.
“No one I’ve talked to thinks they are doing enough. No matter how
much they are doing.”

And I start with this because, today, we read two Bible passages that,
perhaps might sound to us like a list of things we are supposed to be
doing. In normal times, these are passages that I find comforting,
passages that are a touchstone. And for some of us, that might be what
we hear today as well. Some of you may have more pep in your step
than I have this morning, and you may hear the scripture read and be
ready to get up, and go out, and get to work. Bless you, truly, we need
you right now.



But even though I would normally hear these passages as a comfort,
there is a tiny voice in my head this morning that says, “My to do list
right now is so long and I am so tired. Righteousness sounds like extra
work. I’m not sure how much more I can do.”

Because it turns out, doesn’t it, that one of the hardest things about
living through an acute political and societal crisis is this: in addition to
marching and organizing and observing and blowing whistles and
protesting and keeping schools safe and delivering food and ALL THE
THINGS, we still have to cook and do the laundry, and take care of
children, shovel the snow, put gas in the car, pick up after ourselves, go
to work, pay the bills, try to maintain social connections, and just keep
doing all of the normal things that, I guess, are still necessary when the
world feels like it’s falling apart around us.

But let’s take a look at what these passages really say, and more
importantly, how they are framed.

The book of Micah is also addressed to a people who are watching the
underpinnings of their political reality fall apart. These prophecies come
from a century when the people of Israel are watching their independent
kingdoms get run over by the Assyrian Empire. It is a time of chaos,
destruction, and hopelessness.

And Micah’s prophecies suggest that maybe the reason for this disaster
is because God’s people have lost their way. (And, yes, this is hard for
people in our time period to hear. The idea that God might allow
destruction and suffering to happen because of human sin and
wrongdoing. It brings up a lot of questions about human agency, and
about the nature of God. I sit in that discomfort with you.)



So, when we get to Micah chapter 6, what we actually have is an ancient
near eastern courtroom scene. God confronts God’s people. (The CEB
translation reads: “Arise, lay out the lawsuit before the mountains.”)
“What have I done to you?” says God.

Now, remember that we are currently sitting with our modern discomfort
about God being all judge-y and bringing a lawsuit against God’s
people, right? So, what we would expect is that God would continue
with righteous anger.

But no. God continues by reminding the people of the story: I brought
you out of Egypt. I freed you from slavery. I sent you righteous leaders. I
kept you safe from your enemies. Don’t you remember? This reads less
like rage, and more like sorrow. We had a relationship, a covenant, and
you’ve broken it. Why?

And the prophet responds: “With what shall I come before the Lord?”
And the list of options the prophet presents start with the normal things
of temple worship in Israel. Burnt offerings. A year-old calf. But then
they increase in absurdity. Thousands of rams. Torrents of oil.

Even something so outlandish that God put a stop to it back in Genesis
(remember Abraham and Isaac?) What about my first-born child? “The
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul.” This is heartbreaking, this offer.

And God puts a stop to this ridiculousness. God doesn’t want all that
stuff. What God wants is for us to be good. And the word “good” here is
the same thing that God says during creation, when God pauses each day
to look at the creation and says, “That’s good.” There’s depth to this:
“good” here means that we are rightly aligned with who God made us to
be, that we are part of the whole GOODNESS of what God created in
the beginning. Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God. Those are
not commands; those are not something to add to the to-do list so much



as they are part of an identity. We are what God called good. Micah is
saying, “Forget the extra stuff, the sacrifices and the offerings. Just go
out and be the person God created you to be.”

Standing next to this, we have Psalm 15. Now, the promise here is that
the righteous will be allowed to enter God’s tent, and dwell with God on
the Holy Hill.

This is a very literal song: it’s about the physical place to worship God.
(in fact, this Psalm is a worship song, meant to be sung as you approach
the temple.) But, the Temple is not a literal place anymore. That place is
gone.

So now, it is rich symbolism, and it’s symbolism that’s meant to stand
for safety and rest. On the hill, you can be safe because you can see
what’s coming (and hills, in the ancient near east, are where you go to
meet the Holy). And the tent is the place of rest when you’re on the
journey. To be there is to be safe, to be cared for. It’s the place you go
when you need to recharge for the next thing.

Most of us could probably use a visit there right now. I hope Sunday
feels a little bit like that place for you. And the Psalm continues by
detailing who gets into God’s dwelling. And again, maybe like me, you
hear it this morning and think, oh, boy. It’s another list of things I need
to do. The price of admission. But I want to give you this morning the
possibility that this, too, is not a list of things we need to achieve, but a
description of who we are.

One commentator on this passage reminds us: “Of course, there is no
physical temple in Jerusalem to enter now, but that does not mean we
throw out the text or preach it as a set of disconnected moral laws.

Instead, we might trust that God is still very much in the world, even



physically present, and that we enter God’s presence when we live by
the norms established in [this] text.”

Consider this, friends. Where are we seeing God’s physical presence in
the world around us right now?

I am watching while my community does the following things:
We walk blamelessly and do what is right:

People are walking together in the streets, peacefully, and looking for
ways to stand up against what is wrong.

We speak the truth from our hearts

People are speaking out, they are not ignoring it, when those in power
tell lies about what is happening in our cities.

We are not slandering or doing evil to our friends, we are not
reproaching our neighbors

People are standing on street corners in sub-zero temperatures to make
sure their neighbors are safe.

We are despising what is wicked, and honoring what is righteous

I’1l admit some editorial liberty here. It’s so hard right now to keep our
hearts soft and not to fall into despising the people who are doing
wicked things. So hard. I am failing at this at least half the time, and that
imperfect human part of me resonates with the Psalmist in despising the
wicked as people, even though I know that’s not truly the way of Jesus.
So, let’s strive for despising the acts of wickedness, and honoring
righteousness.

We are standing by our oaths, our deeply held convictions, even when it
hurts.



In so many ways, friends, big and small, we see people doing this. And
the deep hurt breaks my heart, but the courage and conviction we see is
so very holy. We are seeing this list of righteousness ACTED OUT in
front of us right now. And in that way? We are already in the temple, on
the hill, in the shelter of God’s tent. We are in the presence of God.

I started this sermon talking about the question: Are we doing enough?
Friends, I want to suggest that we shift that question “Am I doing
enough” from what we are doing to who we ARE. Because God is not
asking for a list of accomplishments.

One of the guiding quotes of my life is from the 20th century writer,
Henri Nouwen who also struggled at times with whether or not he was
doing enough for God:

We are not what we do. We are not what we have. We are not what others
think of us. Coming home is claiming the truth: I am a beloved child of
God.

God is not asking to do more things. God is asking us be aligned with
God’s desire for the world. God is asking us to be good, just as God
made us.

And all around us, we can see evidence that we are in the presence of
God, because this is who we are: people who do justice, who love
mercy, people who walk humbly in the same direction as Jesus.

Amen.



