
Outrage by Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

O Broken-Hearted One,  

we cry out to you. 

Our anguish overspills all speech;  

our outrage escapes our words. 

Yet you hear, for it is your own cry;  

the pain and the sorrow are yours. 

 

The powerful worship idols  

of violence and lies. 

They defy you in their golden palaces  

and murder you in the streets before us.  

We long for the justice you promise, 

we yearn for the peace you offer us. 

 

Enfold us in your righteousness, 

so we are not swallowed up in their evil.  

Do not let our outrage become mere rage,  

do not let our resolve become resentment.  

Still our hearts with your steady peace,  

steel our nerve with your serene wisdom. 

As we breathe the fumes of cruelty,  

may our hearts be clear and merciful.  

As shadows engulf us, 

may we still be your light.  

In a time of despair, 

may we be alive with hope.  

May we resist what is hurtful  

and disrupt it with gentleness. 

 

O Slain and Risen One,  

fill us with your blessing,  

send us with your love, 

and accompany us with your courage. 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, Feb. 22  

(following worship service) 

Please join us for the Annual Meeting of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church. We will 

need to secure a quorum of at least 50 people to conduct official church business. 

A special email will be sent on Monday, Feb. 9 with a link to the meeting for those 

unable to attend in-person and the annual report. Following the meeting, everyone 

is invited to the Chili Fest in the social hall. More information on page 7 inside. 
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Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area 

are working together to provide free support 

and education for adults who are grieving the 

death of a loved one. You can start any series 

at any time. There is no commitment on  

attendance and no cost, just show up! Group 

meetings are held on Thursdays, 4:30–6:00 pm. 

The Winter Series (Jan. 8–Feb. 26) will be 

hosted by St. Richard’s Catholic Church,  

Richfield 55423). Please enter door number 5 . 

See https://brgriefcoalition.com for more details. 

Feb. 5: The Teeter-Totter of  

Grief & Hope 

Feb. 12: The Characteristics  

of Grief 

Feb. 19: Embracing Help on  

the Path to Healing 

Feb. 26: Trauma Connected  

to Grief 

Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition 

Artists & Hobbyists! Combined Fellowship, 

Craft & Hobby Fair 

Join us in Gideon Pond Hall during education 

hour for a Fellowship Fair. This event provides 

opportunities to do things you enjoy or just 

want to try without a major commitment.  

As an added dimension, we offer you the  

opportunity to showcase your artistic talents. 

If you love painting, quilting, or woodworking, 

or you have a hobby or collection (children 

and youth are especially encouraged to  

participate!) that is unique, this is a chance to 

share your talents and interests with others in 

the congregation.  

The purpose is to find a wide range of family, 

intergenerational, active and not so active 

events to get small groups of people together 

for fun and fellowship.  

For the more active, there have been Oak 

Grovers willing to lead groups for sailing, 

kayaking, and mountain biking. Long-time 

groups will provide information on Loaves & 

Fishes, Presbyterian Women & Circles, and 

the annual Twins outing.  

Activities can be physically active or not 

(please consider accessibility when choosing 

a venue), a one-time or ongoing event; and 

preferably (but not necessarily) be low- or  

no-cost. Look for more information and a sign-up 

sheet as we get closer to the event. 

Save the Date! Sunday, April 19 (9–10:00 am) 

https://brgriefcoalition.com
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Invitation to Attend “Homeless Day on the Hill” 

O 
ak Grove Presbyterian Church has a 

long history of helping people who 

are experiencing homelessness, of 

providing financial and other assistance to 

local nonprofit organizations that serve our 

unhoused neighbors, and of advocating for 

support for unhoused individuals through 

government action at the state and local level. 

For many years, one of the ways Oak Grove 

has advocated on behalf of the homeless has 

been to participate in “Homeless Day on the Hill.” 

Homeless Day on the Hill is an annual “day 

of advocacy” hosted by the Minnesota Coalition 

for the Homeless (MCH) at the State Capital 

complex in St. Paul. It usually attracts hundreds 

of people from across the state of Minnesota: 

homeless and formerly homeless individuals, 

state and county officials, representatives 

from advocacy groups and nonprofits fighting 

hunger and homelessness, elected officials, 

business leaders, and lots of church people. 

Attendees will have the opportunity to hear 

presentations by amazing speakers, attend 

legislative committee hearings, observe a 

floor session of the House or Senate, and 

engage with legislators in small group  

discussions concerning legislative priorities. 

You are invited to join with other Oak 

Grove members to participate in this im-

portant event. There is no cost, and you can 

attend for all, or any part of the day. A sign-up 

sheet will be provided on a table in the Narthex.  

As we get closer to the event, we will set up 

carpools from the Oak Grove parking lot. 

There will be Oak Grove folks attending the 

2026 event who have attended in past years 

and can help guide “first-time attenders” to 

get the most out of their experience. 

The exact date for the 2026 Homeless Day 

on the Hill had not been announced by 

the mid-January deadline for this issue of 

Oak Leaves.  

This event usually takes place during the 

second week of March, however, it could be 

later this year because the 2026 legislative 

session itself is starting a few weeks later 

than normal.  

As soon as the date is announced, we will 

put it on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex and 

provide updates in the Oak Grove Weekly 

Announcements. Questions? Contact Bill 

Pomroy (lisaorbill@msn.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mnhomelesscoalition.org 

https://www.mnhomelesscoalition.org
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“A Walk in the Life” Fundraiser for Agate Housing & Services 

O 
ur unhoused neighbors need you to 

fight for them, now more than ever. 

Being unhoused and unsheltered is 

dangerous all year round, but a Minnesota 

winter presents extreme and potentially life-

threatening challenges 

Last March, 18 Oak Grove members participated 

in the “Walk in the Life” fundraising walk in 

downtown Minneapolis to both raise awareness 

of and raise money to fight homelessness 

and hunger in our community. This advocacy 

and fundraising event was organized by 

Agate Housing & Services, a Minneapolis-

based housing-focused nonprofit that is probably 

familiar to many Oak Grove members.  

The Housing & Economic Justice Committee 

has worked with Agate on a variety of projects 

over the years. Last year, our “walkers” and 

other members who donated to this fund-

raiser contributed more than $1,000 to Agate 

for this most worthy cause. 

Agate is organizing a similar advocacy and 

fundraising walk this year. It will take place 

on Saturday, Feb. 28 (4–7:00 pm). This 

year’s walk will start at St. Mark's Episcopal 

Cathedral in downtown Minneapolis and travel 

through adjacent Loring Park. The half mile 

walk around the lake in Loring Park is a family-

friendly event for all ages that will be both  

educational and fun. It will conclude with a 

community dinner at St. Mark’s. 

Please consider joining us. A sign-up sheet 

is provided on a table in the Narthex. As we 

get closer to the event, we will work out car-

pooling arrangements. Whether or not you 

are able to join us for the walk, financial 

contributions to Agate are needed more 

than ever and are much appreciated.  

If you wish to make a financial contribution, 

checks can be made out to Oak Grove. Put 

“A Walk in the Life,” or simply “Agate” on the 

memo line. You can also contribute online via 

the Oak Grove website (oakgrv.org). 

Click on GIVE and select “Agate Walk in the 

Life 2026” from the dropdown list under 

“Fund.” Questions? Contact Bill Pomroy 

(lisaorbill@msn.com). 

Schedule: 

4:00pm – Registration & Education Stations 

(family fun!) 

4:30pm – Program Begins 

5:00pm – Walk Groups Start to Leave 

6:00pm – Dinner 

7:00pm – Event Ends  

Website: https://agatemn.org 

https://www.oakgrv.org
https://agatemn.org
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O 
ne of the support categories of the 

Oak Grove Mission Committee is 

Education, internationally and locally. 

This month we highlight our support for the 

Study Buddies program (formerly called 

Homework Connection) in the Bloomington 

Public Schools.  

Study Buddies has two components. One 

component is after school tutoring at Oxboro 

and Penn Lake Libraries available to all K–12 

students (each library hosts for two hours 

one day a week, Penn Lake on Tuesdays 

and Oxboro on Wednesdays).  

The other component involves more targeted 

support for elementary school students. In 

this component, the teachers refer children 

who need help with specific topics. The referring 

teacher communicates these needs to the 

volunteers. The elementary schools currently 

served by the program are Indian Mounds, 

Westwood, Valley View and, newly added this 

year, Oak Grove Elementary. Both components 

are staffed by volunteers with a supervising 

Bloomington Schools teacher and/staff. 

There are several trainings for volunteers. 

Volunteers with the Study Buddy program 

develop relationships with the children they 

are helping. This caring from a trusted adult 

can be just as impactful as the actual help 

with skills.  Volunteers come back year after 

year since working with the students enriches 

their lives also. Several volunteers are college 

students and some of them have decided to 

go into Education because of their experience 

with this program. 

The 2025–2026 school year celebrates 26 

years of supporting K–12 students in math, 

reading, and other schoolwork. More students 

are signing up and the program has added 

some special evenings (read with an animal 

and test prep nights) at the library locations. 

Oak Grove has funded this program from its 

inception. Funding goes toward the staff time 

for the supervising teachers. Our current  

contribution to Study Buddies is $7,000 for 

the academic year (which works out to about 

$45/student served for the full academic 

year). 

Consider becoming a volunteer. Oak Grove’s 

Cecelia Laurie has been volunteering at  

Oxboro Library and finds it very fulfilling. 

Over the years, several other Oak Grove 

members have been volunteers in the program 

as well. 

If you are interested in Study Buddies,  

or other volunteer opportunities in the  

Bloomington Public Schools, contact Emily 

Gagnon, Volunteer Experiences Coordinator 

(952-681-6383). 

Mission Corner: Study Buddies 
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CHILDREN 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am:  

Grades PreK–5 will meet in the community 

room (lower level near the choir room) at 

9:30 am. Depending on the Sunday, they  

remain together for learning and activities 

that introduce them to the people and practices 

of the church community or they split into 

groups for age-specific learning and activities 

(PreK–Grade 2 in room 3, Grade 3–5 in Room 4). 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Ages 3–PreK: after the children’s time in worship, 

this age group is invited to join our nursery 

attendants for a Bible story. On Sundays 

when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, there 

is no Children’s Church so that all ages can 

be present together in worship to celebrate 

communion. 

YOUTH 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am:  

Youth (grades 6–12) may join Laura Orr and 

other volunteers in room 5 (basement) for 

Sunday School class. 

Upcoming Youth & Children Events 

Feb. 14: Feed My Starving Children  

(2:30–4:15 pm)  

Location: 990 Lone Oak Rd Suite 136, Eagan 

We're showing the love with a family outing 

to Feed My Starving Children. Sign up (with 

your accompanying adults!), to reserve a 

spot: https://forms.gle/ve4J8ig7qPj4THUBA 

Summer Save the Dates 

VBS: June 15–18 (9 am to Noon) 

Youth Mission Trip: sometime between June 

20–27, more information soon. 

Clearwater Forest: We’re encouraging Oak 

Grove children and youth to register for a 

camp session at Clearwater Forest, July 5–

10. Grades 3–6 register for Discovery Camp, 

and grades 7–9 register for Adventure Camp. 

Contact Karen Diller if you have questions 

and Pastor Erica if you want information  

regarding scholarships.  

More information and registration at: 

clearwaterforest.org/summer-camp/ 

Children’s & Youth Ministries 

Chili Fest:  

Sunday, Feb. 22 

Following the annual meeting, 

everyone is invited to the 

Chili Fest in the social hall,  

sponsored by the Oak Grove 

Deacons. If you plan on 

bringing chili or a dessert, 

please be sure to sign up at 

church in the narthex and 

start thinking about your best 

chili recipe! 

https://forms.gle/ve4J8ig7qPj4THUBA
https://clearwaterforest.org/summer-camp/
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Through 

Dec. 31, 2025 

2025 YTD Actual vs Budget 2024 YTD 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $738,800* $740,881* ($2,081) $710,706** 

Expense YTD $805,951 $808,765 $2,814 $759,720 

Income – Exp ($67,152) ($67,884) $732 ($49,014) 

* Before transfers ($67,884 planned) | ** Before transfers ($93,042 planned) 

 

Financial Summary: December income was $1.9K lower than budget, while expenses 

were over by $1.5K (B&O). The yearly deficit of $67.2K is $732 better than expected! 

How’s that for budgeting! 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Dear Oak Grove Friends, 
Your prayers, kind thoughts, and cards have given my family and me amazing 

strength just knowing you care and support us in this time of transition and 

grief. We know that God will continue to guide us on yet another journey 

this time of recovery. Thank you once again for your love and friendship.  

– Jeanne Goodwin 

Thank you so much for all the prayers and cards I received after my two 

surgeries. I felt your caring, concern and presence. I am so grateful for  

our Oak Grove Community. – Gloria Larsen 
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Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Nancy Augustson (Jan. 3), at the age of 95. 

Sue Knutson (Jan. 18) at the age of 74 in East Grand Forks, Minn. 

Mother of Jody Milton’s daughter in-law, Erica. 

Paul Wasko’s father, Doug (week of Jan. 18). 

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

February Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

1: Walker Danielson 

2:  Wayne Vaughn 

4:  Erin Wenz 

5: Grace Diller (10), Christian Soderlund (5) 

6: Sharon Nolte 

8: Mike Glausser, Ed Schmidt 

9: Ariah Kirk (3), Eric Johnson 

10: Pat Boehne (93), Sue Greimel, 

Ashley Johnson 

11: Maya Leonard (5), Ellery Oslund (5) 

14: Emma Lang (20) 

15: Ann Allen, Yvonne Dodge 

16: Sharron Meier 

17:  Douglas Duvall 

19:  Bev Heise, Joyce Morrison 

20:  Theodore Sundal (11) 

21: Annalisa Pearson 

23: Zachary Orr (13), Arlene Jullie 

24: Stephen Jones, Sunny Snyder 

25: Conor Ireland (7), Jeri Anderson,  

Steve Lang, Penny Nesbitt,  

Lisa Stanford 

27: Randy Dop 

29: Jeff Robles 

Bob & Dorothy 

Worthington 

(62 years on Feb. 1) 
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SUNDAYS 

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for 

informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

We will meet in the Fireside Room. Unable to 

be here in person? Join us via Zoom at: 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith. 

Feb. 1 & 8: Two weeks on Leviticus, with 

Rev. Kierstin Berndt, PCUSA minister and 

board-certified chaplain who worships with us 

at Oak Grove 

Feb. 15 & 22: Hymnal Treasure Hunt; no 

shovel needed, but bring a magnifying glass 

if you have one! Glory to God is a treasure-

trove. Join us as we discover some of those 

treasures with Rev. Mary Hedgcock, UM 

Deacon and Minister of Music (ret.). 

Adult Faith Formation 

(WoW!) Wonderful on Wednesdays  
Join us Wednesday evenings for a time  

of fellowship, learning and music. Each meal 

includes salad and dessert. 

The suggested meal donation is $7 for adults 

and $4 for children with a max of $20 per 

family. No reservations are needed.  

• 5:00–5:45 pm: Youth Chime Choir 

(ages 8 & up): Community room 

• 5:45–6:15 pm: Dinner 

• 6:15–6:30 pm: Children’s Choir 

(K–5th Grade); Choir room 

• 6:15–7:00 pm: Education for  

Youth (Grades 6–12) & Adults 

• 6:30–7:00 pm Education for Children 

(Grades K–5) 

• 7:15–8:15 pm: Chancel Choir; 

Choir room 

WoW menu for January: 

Feb. 4: Burgers & Fries 

Feb. 11: Chicken & Mashed Potatoes 

Feb. 18: Domino’s Pizza 

Feb. 25: Grilled Cheese & Tomato Soup 

Please note, on Wednesday, Feb. 18, we  

will have dinner together at 5:45 pm, but instead 

of regular WoW programming, dinner will be 

followed by the Ash Wednesday service at 

6:30 pm. 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith
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Tea for Caregivers: Feb. 24 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30–11:30 am 

This monthly gathering in the chapel for 

caregivers is a time for those who are caring 

for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and 

share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is 

a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Feb. 24 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon 

We meet monthly at church. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. All who love 

to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Ladies Who Lunch: Feb. 18 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the 

book The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon. 

Plan to bring your own bag lunch, beverages 

will be provided. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Mary. 

Singles Fellowship: Feb. 9 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647). 

Soul Sisters: Feb. 9 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to 

check in and share fellowship and support. 

All women are invited, no need to RSVP. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Feb. 3 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron 

Dubis (612-868-9194). 

Spiritual Book Club: Feb. 4 
First Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and 

develop our spirituality. We will discuss the 

book Almost Everything: Notes on Hope by 

Anne Lamott. Please plan to eat lunch prior 

to the meeting. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Mary. 

Listening Group: Feb. 9 & 23 
2nd & 4th Monday (1–2:30 pm) 

Join us for a time of deep listening – to one 

another, ourselves, and to God – without 

judgment or interruption. We talk, never  

obligatory but by invitation, and listen. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American 

Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions? 

Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Adult Bible Study Hiatus 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, Adult Bible 

Study will be on hiatus through the month of 

February. We will reassess and communicate a 

new start-up date as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Overview: We meet weekly on Thursdays (12

–1:00 pm) via Zoom to look at the scripture 

that will be the basis for the sermon the following 

Sunday. No pre-reading is necessary. We 

will read the scripture together and then dive in. 

Freedom Fighters Support Group:  

Tuesday, Feb. 17 (6:30–8:30 pm) 

This veteran-driven support group meets on 

the third Tuesday of each month at Oak 

Grove. It is open to our military veterans, 

their families, and support systems. It is an 

opportunity for them to gather and work 

through their issues while enjoying camaraderie 

and friendship. A community meal is provided 

along with live music, and chiropractic,  

acupuncture, and massage services. 

There will also be tables with veteran and 

community-based resources available. The 

group is free to all who participate. You may 

be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by 

The Mission Project. 

Guatemalan Coffee for Sale:  

Sunday, March. 1 (before & after worship) 

Each quarter on the first Sunday of the month 

(March, June, September & December) we will 

have coffee available for sale during church. 

Each one-pound bag (Regular Roast ground 

or whole beans, or Dark Roast whole beans) 

costs $14, cash or check. 

The Café Juan Ana Coffee Program guarantees 

small, independent coffee growers in San Lucas 

Toliman, Guatemala, a just price for their 

product, which helps them support their families. 

Oak Grove Intergenerational Retreat:  

March 6–8 (Clearwater Forest) 

Join us for a weekend of relaxation, recreation 

and fellowship with friends of all ages at 

Leaning Tree Lodge. We will enjoy the outdoor 

winter recreation opportunities at Clearwater 

Forest as well as pleasant indoor games, 

resting and relaxing. Watch for further details. 

Sign-ups will begin in February. Questions? 

Contact Larry Pearson (952-835-9480). 

Pew Crew 

Wanted: Individuals who are willing to join a 

team of people that will straighten the sanctuary 

pews once a week (replenish supplies, 

sharpen pencils, remove discarded items). 

No heavy lifting is required and all supplies 

are provided. When the job is done is up to 

you. Ideally, there will be four teams so the 

time commitment would be once a month. If 

you are interested in this ministry, please 

contact Karen Gerdes (612-599-9961). 

Oak Grove Happenings… 


