
Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith  
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 

OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431 
952-888-4621 | www.oakgrv.org 

Jan. 25, 2026 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 10:30 am 

A Thought to Ponder 

“A tree has roots in the soil yet reaches to the sky. It tells us that in order 

to aspire we need to be grounded and that no matter how high we go it is 

from our roots that we draw sustenance.”  

– Wangarĩ Maathai, Kenyan political activist 

https://www.oakgrv.org


We Gather in God’s Name 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship Gracie Thomas 

Look forward in faith, for God’s word will light the path. 

God’s promise is trustworthy and true! 

Look forward in hope, for God is always doing a new thing. 

God’s steadfast love will lead the way. 

Look forward in faith, for God’s glory will shine in the darkness. 

God’s grace is alive, and draws us onward. Let us worship God! 

*Opening Hymn “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” 744 

*Prayer of Confession Gracie Thomas 

We want to be people of trust, O God, but we are fragile people who 

have known pain and loss, and therefore, fear. We fear for ourselves 

and those we love. We fear for our country and our neighbors. We 

fear for our planet and our climate. We fear for our politics and our  

divisions. We fear for our economy. We fear change — and everything 

is changing. In this moment, we unburden our fears to you. Give us 

the courage to trust, we pray. Amen. 

*Assurance of Grace Gracie Thomas 

Hear the Good News: God, our Maker, Jesus our Teacher, the Spirit our 

Advocate, the Triune God is for us, not against us. 

We are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 



*Passing of the Peace Gracie Thomas 

Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one another. 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.) 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Time for the Young & Young at Heart 

Hymn of Response “Like a Tree” (on screens) 

 Written by A Beautiful Gathering of Spirits 

Scripture Matthew 4: 18–22 (NT: 3 | LPNT: 4) 

Message 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

Call to Offering 

Anthem/Offertory “I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light” arr. Harlan 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,  

and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

God, it is our prayer that this money, symbol of all that we have received 

as a gift from you, will be used through our church community and 

beyond to further your never-ending project of renewal in our world. 

Amen. 



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (^ Father, Mother or Creator) 

Our God^ in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

We Go Forth in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn “Like a Tree” (on screens) 

 written by A Beautiful Gathering of Spirits 

*Benediction 

Sending Song “What Does the Lord Require of You?” 70 

*Postlude 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 

Participants in worship today include: 

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush & Erica Schemper; 

Liturgist: Gracie Thomas | Musicians: Chancel Choir; 

Guitarists: Chris Diller, Nick Samsal, Seth Thomas & Erik Vorhes; 

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper; 

Sound, Light, Video: Andy Snyder, Pierce Flanagan & Ruth Dukelow; 

Greeter: Paula Uvodich | Custodian: Bear Brown 

Chancel flowers are given today by  

Rod & Sarajane Myers, in celebration of our 57th wedding anniversary,  

and by Bob & Karen Gerdes, in honor of our great staff at Oak Grove. 



Welcome, Oak Grove  

members and visitors,  

we’re glad you’re here! 

We are proud to be a Matthew 25, Earth 

Care, Covenant Network, and More Light 

Congregation. 

The congregation of Oak Grove values its 

roots that go back more than 150 years, 

even as we follow the movement of the 

Spirit into new ways of being and doing. 

We always welcome your suggestions. 

Prayer Requests 

Please contact the church office to let 

us know when you have new requests 

or updates for family and friends, or 

when a death occurs so we can support 

and care for you or your loved one. 

ogpc@oakgrv.org 

952-888-4621 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

Matthew 25: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/ 

Earth Care: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/ 

Covenant Network: https://covnetpres.org 

More Light Presbyterians: https://mlp.org 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/
https://covnetpres.org
https://mlp.org


OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00–10:00 am 

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments. 

Feb. 1 & 8: Two weeks on Leviticus: Rev. Kierstin Berndt, PCUSA minister and 

board-certified chaplain who worships with us at Oak Grove. 

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am 

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding 

to their classrooms. Youth (6th–8th grades) will meet in the middle school room  

on the lower level for Sunday School. 

Special Singing Opportunity 

Anyone with a soprano/alto voice range is welcome to join this ensemble to sing at 

worship on Sunday, Feb. 1 (the weekend of the men’s retreat). There will be  

rehearsal Wednesday, Jan. 28 (6:45–7:15 pm) in the choir room. We will prepare 

two anthems to sing on Feb 1. All ages are welcome! Please contact Judy Cooper 

(952-512-2059 or jcooper@oakgrv.org) with any questions. Thank you! 

Oak Rovers Willy McCoys & Artistry: Monday, Feb. 23 

Join us for dinner at Willy McCoys at 5:00 pm (10700 France Ave S, Bloomington 

55431) and then we will go to Artistry (1800 West Old Shakopee Rd, Bloomington 

55431) to see "The Mountaintop" at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $15 each. Questions? 

Contact Patsy Fisk (952-977-9900). 

Oak Grove Intergenerational Retreat: March 6–8 (Clearwater Forest) 

Join us for a weekend of relaxation, recreation and fellowship with friends of all ages 

at Leaning Tree Lodge. We will enjoy the outdoor winter recreation opportunities at 

Clearwater Forest as well as pleasant indoor games, resting and relaxing. Watch for 

further details. Sign-ups will begin in February. Questions? Contact Larry Pearson 

(952-835-9480). 



Save the Date!  

Chili Fest: Sunday, Feb. 22 

Join us in the social hall after the  

congregational meeting for “Chili Fest.” 

Begin thinking about your best/favorite 

chili recipe. More information to follow. 

Sponsored by the Oak Grove Deacons. 

OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY 

Jan. 26 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1–2:30 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Jan. 27 | Prayer Shawl Ministry (10a–Noon) 

 Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449) 

Jan. 27 | Tea for Caregivers (10:30–11:30 am) 

 Contact Pastor Mary 

Jan. 27 | Session (6:45–8:15 pm) 

 Contact Pastor Bart 

Jan. 28 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45–7:00 pm) 

 Chili & Baked Potato Bar 

 ($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family) 

Jan. 29 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am) 

 Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138) 

 Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W) 

Jan. 29 | Adult Bible Study (12–1:00 pm) 

 via Zoom; Contact Pastor Bart 

All events are at Oak Grove  

unless otherwise noted. 

Oak Grove Men’s Retreat 

Jan. 30–Feb. 1, 2026 (Clearwater Forest) 

We hope you can join us for the annual Oak Grove Men’s Retreat. Accommodations 

will be at Eagle Lodge with the following meals included: Saturday breakfast, lunch & 

dinner, and Sunday breakfast. Cost will be $125. If cost is a barrier, 

there are options to help cover those in need.  

 

Sign up by scanning the QR code at right. Questions? Contact Eric 

Duvall (952-567-4151) or Eugene Orr (651-210-8927). 



 

Oak Grove’s Purpose 

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

Values 

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the 

Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which 

we define our community. 

 Authenticity Deep Relationships 

 Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity 

 Compassion Inclusivity 

  Justice 

 

Statement of Land Acknowledgement 

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is  

located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.  

We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal  

significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of  

the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government 

through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings. 

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work 

to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people 

and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate 

for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond. 

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org

