Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!

OAK GROVE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington Minn. 55431
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Jan. 18, 2026 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 10:30 am

A Thought to Ponder

“At the heart of racism is the religious assertion that God made a creative
mistake when [God] brought some people into being.”
— Friedrich Otto Hertz, British sociologist, economist & historian



https://www.oakgrv.org

We Gather in God’s Name

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship Mary Hedgcock
(based on “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and Psalm 46)

Come, believers, God-beloved, Christ-redeemed, Spirit-infused!
What is our call?

We are called to stand against injustice, inequality, and oppression,
as our Lord and Savior did,

for injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.

We are called to examine the actions of our nation: its military might,
economic relations, political institutions, and cultural patterns,

for whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly.
We are called to be weavers of the kingdom, makers of peace,

for we are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied
in a single garment of destiny.

Come, believers, come to worship God—

The God of heaven and earth is with us. The God of peace is our refuge.

*Opening Hymn “O God of Every Nation” 756



*Prayer of Confession Mary Hedgcock

Loving Jesus, we confess that we have been afraid. We don’t listen,
because we don’t want to hear where you challenge us to change.
We don’t follow, because we are afraid of where you will lead us. We
have not gone where you have sent us, because we are afraid of
encountering people different from us, because they may cause us to
change. Forgive us for being afraid to listen to you, to follow you, and
to go where you have sent us. Grant us the courage to step out in
faith, to listen to your voice, and to be changed by your love through
others and through your creation.

*Assurance of Grace (based on Psalm 139) Mary Hedgcock

O God, where can we go from your spirit? Where can we flee from
your presence?

There is no place we can go, no place we can hide, where God
cannot find us.

The darkness is as bright as day, for God’s light shines in all.
We know that God’s light is shining in us, God is with us, and
God loves us. Amen.
*Passing of the Peace Mary Hedgcock

Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)

We Listen for God’s Word

Time for the Young & Young at Heart
Anthem “Great is Thy Faithfulness” by Runyon/arr. Kellner
Scripture John 1:29—42 (NT: p. 92 | LPNT: p. 112)

Message



Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” by Dorsey/arr. Schrader

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,
and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

Gracious and holy God, accept what we offer today: our finances, our
faltering steps, our brokenness, our leftovers, our hope, our risking,
our lives. Bless and transform all that we offer and all that we hold
back, that new life may be ours, to celebrate and share in Jesus’
name. Amen.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (M Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” 757
*Benediction

Sending Song “What Does the Lord Require of You” 70
*Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
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Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastor: Bart Roush;

Liturgist: Mary Hedgcock | Musicians: Tenor/Bass Ensemble;
Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Pierce Flanagan, Chris Diller & Ruth Dukelow;
Greeters: Elise, Harriet, Nora & Frank Kelly | Custodian: Bear Brown

Chancel flowers are given today by
Cecelia Laurie, in memory of mother, Erlene Elliott,
and by Oak Grove, in memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and all of the people of faith who continue to fight for justice.

CAUCUS & ACTION TRAINING

Date: Sunday, Jan. 25 (11:45 am — 1:45 pm)
Location: Oak Grove Presbyterian Church (light lunch provided)

Looking for a chance to make a difference? Looking for some hope in changing the
culture to one based on affordability, dignity, and community?

Please join us for a faith-rooted training, inviting us to put our faith into action. The
Caucus and Action Training is designed by ISAIAH, a faith-based coalition that
includes many faiths, races, and economic backgrounds. We will be empowered with
practical know-how and resources to engage in caucus night and local actions in the
weeks ahead. The goal is to build power, so the agenda of affordability, dignity, and
community is addressed and implemented. We will also reflect on the choice before us
to embody a politics rooted in love rather than greed or cruelty and to reclaim our faith
in the public square. Please invite friends and neighbors to join us.

Questions? Contact Sue Lippert (207-837-2800).



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00-10:00 am

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments.

Jan. 25: Siblings in the Bible: a two-week survey of the stories of siblings
in the Bible, Rev. Mary Pol

Feb. 2 & 9: Two weeks on Leviticus: Rev. Kierstin Berndt, PCUSA minister and
board-certified chaplain who worships with us at Oak Grove.

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding
to their classrooms. Youth (6th—8th grades) will meet in the middle school room
on the lower level for Sunday School.

Hearing Aids Available for Worship

Oak Grove has some hearing aids available to use during your time in the sanctuary
and in the social hall and they are very easy to use. Please see head usher, Tom
Mielke, or one of the ushers to help you. You will be given a small handheld device
to set the volume, and an ear clip. After you have used them just return to the cabinet
in the narthex. We hope this device will make worship a more meaningful experience
for those who are hearing impaired.

Special Singing Opportunity

Anyone with a soprano/alto voice range is welcome to join this ensemble to sing at
worship on Sunday. Feb. 1 (the weekend of the men’s retreat). There will be two
rehearsals: Wednesday, Jan. 21 & 28 (6:45—7:15 pm) in the choir room. We will
prepare two anthems to sing on Feb 1. All ages are welcome! Please contact Judy
Cooper (952-512-2059 or jcooper@oakgrv.org) with any questions. Thank you!

Musicians Wanted!

We’re in need of folks who play guitar, ukulele, bass to help us introduce the hymn
we wrote with Carrie Newcomer last November. The song is in the key of G (chords
are G, C, D, Em), very simple. Please contact Judy Cooper if you'd be able to help.
Thank you!
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Jan.
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dinner, and Sunday breakfast. Cost will be $125. If cost is a barrier,
there are options to help cover those in need.

Sign up by scanning the QR code at right. Questions? Contact Eric
Duvall (952-567-4151) or Eugene Orr (651-210-8927).

OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

19 | Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: Office Closed

20 | Antiracism Advocacy (5:30-7:00 pm)
Becky Dop (612-743-1011)

21 | Ladies Who Lunch (1-2:00 pm)
The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhorn
Contact Pastor Mary

21 | WoW! Dinner & Programs (5:45—7:00 pm)
Pasta ($7 adults, $4 kids, $20 family)

22 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)

22 | Adult Bible Study (12—1:00 pm)
via Zoom; Contact Pastor Bart

26 | Oak Grove Listening Group (1-2:30 pm)
Contact Pastor Mary

All events are at Oak Grove
unless otherwise noted.

Parking Next Sunday, Jan. 25

Oak Grove will be hosting a Caucus and
Action training session 11:45 am —1:45 pm.
Because this is open to all, it is likely we
will have a large number of non-members
attending who will begin arriving while we
are still in worship.

If you are able, please park at the Town
Hall or Washburn-McReavy Funeral Home
so parking is available for those arriving for
the training. Shuttle service will be provided
to the church to minimize the need to
navigate the icy sidewalks.

No matter which party caucus you might
attend, we hope as many Oak Grovers as
possible will attend this training and feel
free to invite friends, neighbors, and anyone
who wishes to make a difference!

Oak Grove Men’s Retreat
Jan. 30—Feb. 1, 2026 (Clearwater Forest)

We hope you can join us for the annual Oak Grove Men’s Retreat. Accommodations
will be at Eagle Lodge with the following meals included: Saturday breakfast, lunch &




Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.
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