Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith
seeking to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Loving God... Changing Lives!
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The Work of Christmas
by Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with ‘rhenr‘ flock
The work of Christmas begins: :
To find the lost,

To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the pr'isoner' :
To rebuild the nations; %
To bring peace among br'o’rher's
To make music from the heart.



https://www.oakgrv.org

We Gather in God’s Name

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Centering Time/Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship Sandy Crum

We gather wondering, 'Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?"'

We will find the Babe in the laughter of children, in the wisdom
of grandparents.

We gather asking, '‘where will we find the Child of Christmas?'

We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope, where
the oppressed are set free.

We gather wanting to know, 'where will we find the Christ who has come
for us?'

We will find our Hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace, where
hatred is overwhelmed by love, where all people are overwhelmed
by joy. Let us worship God!

*Opening Hymn “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 143

*Prayer of Confession Sandy Crum

We confess, O God, that it is hard to be hopeful when there is so
much pain and sorrow in the world. We confess, O God, that we keep
our heads down and fail to envision where you are at work in our
world and lives in a new way. We fail to perceive you, even as you are
revealed to the world. Be revealed to us, O God, in new and uplifting
ways. May hope and joy be revealed to us long after the ornaments
and lights are put away for another year. May your justice, mercy, and
love be revealed to us when we so desperately need it. Be revealed in
our hearts, O God, so that we might break open your light into the
world. In Jesus’ name, we pray that all things will be revealed. Amen.



*Assurance of Grace (from Lamentations 3:21-23) Sandy Crum

“But this | call to mind, and therefore, | have hope. The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end. They are
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.” While everything else is
constantly in flux, changing at a rapid pace, God’s steadfast love endures
forever.

God loves us more than we can possibly imagine or comprehend.
We will trust God’s love and with that knowledge go out and love one
another. It’s as simple as that, to begin to change the world: love one
another. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace Sandy Crum

Let us greet one another as new beings, reconciled to God and one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (Exchange the peace with those around you.)

We Listen for God’s Word

Time of the Young & Young at Heart: Epiphany Stars
Hymn of Response “l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (verse 1) 377

The Work of Christmas Continues in Song & Readings

Scripture John 1:1—4 (NT: p. 91 | LPNT: p. 111)

Reading “I Will Light Candles This Christmas” by Howard Thurman
Anthem “When Christmas Morn is Dawning” by Kyle Peterson
Reading “Gabriel’'s Annunciation” by Jan Richardson
Anthem “Hear the Angels Sing” by James Biery
Reading “The Cross in the Manger” by Ann Weems
Anthem “‘Somebody Build a Manger” by Joel Raney

(continued next page)



Reading “‘Rough Translations” by Jan Richardson

Anthems “The Hands That First Held Mary’s Child” by Dan Forrest
“‘Holy Emmanuel, God with Us Ever” by Paul D. Weber

Reading “Christmas is Waiting to be Born” by Howard Thurman
Anthem “The Work of Christmas” by Dan Forrest

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Call to Offering
Anthem/Offertory “What Child is This” arr. Geoffrey Petersen

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ,
and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

*Prayer of Dedication

We long for the time when the meek shall inherit the earth and all who
hunger and thirst after justice shall be satisfied, and we believe that,
despite the persistence of evil, now is always the time when more
good can be done and we can make a difference. May it be so,
through the offering of these gifts and the offering of our lives. Amen.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (" Father, Mother or Creator)

Our God” in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.



We Go Forth in God’s Name

*Closing Hymn “‘Love Has Come” 110
*Benediction “It's Not Over” by Ann Weems
Sending Song “Joy to the World” (verse 1) 134
Postlude

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

gikitahihis
Participants in worship today include:

Presiding Pastors: Bart Roush & Mary Koon;
Liturgist: Sandy Crum | Musicians: Chancel Choir;
Flute: Tammy Kaplan | Oboe: Karyl Rice;
Clarinet: Dale Copeland | Violin: Emily Lassiter;

Cello: Rebecca Parker Downs | Bass: Andy Nail;
Trumpet: Kris Knutson | French Horn: Linda Johnson;
Marimba/Percussion: Caitlin Lucic;

Piano/Organist: Nancy Jensen | Director of Music: Judy Cooper;
Sound, Light, Video: Randy Dop, Greg Johnson & Ruth Dukelow;
Greeter: Connie Nesbitt | Custodian: Bear Brown

Chancel flowers are given today by
Jeanette Dunham, in memory of husband, Don, & sister, Peggy,
and by Bonnie Reid & Rick Roche,
in celebration of our 42nd wedding anniversary.



OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

Adult Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:00-10:00 am

Please join us in the Fireside room for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
Afterwards, join us in the social hall for coffee and refreshments.

Jan. 11: Year of the Bible, Final Reflections, Pastor Bart/Pastor Erica

Jan. 18 & 25: Siblings in the Bible: a two-week survey of the stories of siblings
in the Bible, Rev. Mary Pol

Children & Youth Faith Formation: Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am

Children (preschool to 5th grade) will start in the community room before proceeding
to their classrooms. Youth (6th—8th grades) will meet in the middle school room
on the lower level for Sunday School.

Gold Name Tags

Are you wondering why some worshippers have gold-colored name tags? They are
worn by people who are not yet members of Oak Grove. We do this so that people
can warmly greet those with the different name tags. Please welcome them by
introducing yourself.

The Deacons' Bench

Please visit the Deacons’ Bench, located just outside the social hall, and write a
note to someone on the prayer list! We have Get Well, Sympathy, Birthday, and
plain note cards. Place the recipient's name on the envelope and we will address it
(if a church member) and mail it for you. This is a beautiful way to share Christ’s love.

Family Sledding: Sunday, Jan. 11 (12:30-2:00 pm)

Meet in the fellowship hall following worship service for a simple lunch and then go
sledding (location: TBD). If the weather doesn’t cooperate, we'll stay at Oak Grove
and play board games.
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All events are at Oak Grove unless otherwise noted.

OAK GROVE & COMMUNITY

. 6 | Burgers ‘n Brew Men’s Fellowship (noon)
Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194)
Zeke’s (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd)

. 6 | PW Covenant Circle (3—4:00 pm)
Contact Connie Nesbitt (612-702-0684)

. 7 | Spiritual Book Club (12—-1:00 pm)
The Serviceberry
by Robin Walls Kimmerer
Contact Pastor Mary

. 8 | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
Contact Jack Kley (952-831-4138)
Denny’s (4209 American Blvd W)

. 8 | Adult Bible Study (12—-1:00 pm)
via Zoom; Contact Pastor Bart

. 10 | Hands Across the River Crafting
(9a—Noon)
Contact Ruth Dukelow (952-923-0799)

Answers to
The Year of the Bible: Week 52

There will be no temple in the new Jerusalem
because the Lord God and the Lamb will
themselves function as the temple, that is,
the place where God and human beings
meet. (Revelation 21-22)

Malachi tells us that a messenger will be
sent to prepare the way before the appearance
of the Lord. (Malachi 3:1)

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Well done, good and faithful servants!

Oak Grove Men’s Retreat
Jan. 30—Feb. 1, 2026 (Clearwater Forest)

This year’s theme is “Reconnecting in Fellowship!” Accommodations will be at Leaning
Tree Lodge and the following meals will be provided: Saturday breakfast, lunch &
dinner, and Sunday breakfast. The cost is $125. If cost is a barrier, there are options
to help cover those in need. Please encourage others to attend.

Sign up at church on Sundays or online at https://bit.ly/ogpc-mens-retreat2026.
Questions? Contact Eric Duvall (952-567-4151) or Eugene Orr (651-210-8927).
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Oak Grove’s Purpose

Oak Grove is a joyful, inclusive, compassionate community of faith seeking
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Values

Beyond our faith in God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from the
Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the underlying ethic by which
we define our community.

Authenticity Deep Relationships
Celebratory Joyfulness Humble Curiosity
Compassion Inclusivity

Justice

Statement of Land Acknowledgement

We collectively acknowledge that Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is
located on the traditional and ancestral lands of Indigenous people.
We reside on land that holds great historical, spiritual, and personal
significance for the Dakota, Native Nations and Indigenous people of
the region. The land was ceded by the Dakota to the U.S. Government
through treaties created and upheld with racist underpinnings.

By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and will work
to hold Oak Grove Presbyterian Church accountable to Indigenous people
and Nations. We recognize, and continually seek to support and advocate
for the sovereignty of the Native Nations in this territory and beyond.

For more information, please visit our website www.oakgrv.org.
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