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Light in the Storm – Putting Our Faith into Action 

A 
s Christians, we stand for loving our 

neighbors. We stand for healing the 

sick, feeding the hungry, and welcoming 

the stranger. We stand for telling the truth and 

honoring the dignity and worth of every child of 

God.  As we live through a period of rapidly  

consolidating authoritarian power in our country, 

the dominating politics of greed, cruelty, and  

oppression are violating our values and tearing 

our country and democracy apart.  We are living 

in an emergency, and we need to decide that 

now is our time to act in a new way. 

In response, a broad coalition of clergy, congregations, 

denominational leaders, and faith-based organizations 

(Faith in Minnesota and ISAIAH) are coming  

together, launching a path to mass actions for 

Christians across the country. Oak Grove members 

and clergy have been involved in this process, 

and we invite all Oak Grovers to put their faith 

into action as we seek to make a better Minnesota 

and United States. Following are several ways 

you can get involved: 

Thursday, Jan. 22 6–9 PM (location: TBA) 

Advanced Leader Training 

This is training for people interested in how to 

help engage and lead the congregation in public 

actions. Pastor Bart will be attending this training, 

and others are welcome to join. Please see Pastor 

Bart for more information or with questions. 

Sunday, Jan. 25 11:45–1:45 PM 

Action & Caucus Training at Oak Grove 

This training will equip people to participate in 

caucuses in February, and to be prepared for 

additional actions throughout February and 

March. More information and sign up is in the 

Narthex (the hallway outside of the sanctuary).  

Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 7PM – Precinct Caucuses 

Both Democrats and Republicans will hold their 

caucuses on this night. You can attend whichever 

party you identify with. At the caucus, you can 

speak with other neighbors about the issues  

important to you. The broad faith coalition has 

identified several issues around affordability,  

dignity, and strong community to champion. 

More details will be provided at the training on 

January 25th. 

Wednesday, February 18, 1–3 PM 

Affordability Day of Action at the State Capitol 

We will join leaders across faiths to repent from 

corporate and federal politics of greed and demand 

bold leadership to stand with the people and 

help us afford our lives. 

Late February & March – County Board Actions 

There will be several opportunities to participate 

in actions at public hearings for people of faith to 

testify to shine a light on the community’s suffering 
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2026 Per Capita Apportionment 

E 
ach church that is part of the Presbytery 

of the Twin Cities Area (PTCA) pays 

an apportionment based on the 

number of active members last reported to 

the General Assembly. 

The Per Capita for 2026 is $43.75 per 

member. 

This rate includes the General Assembly portion 

of $11.26, Synod portion of $5.50, and PTCA 

portion of $26.99. 

Since the number of active members on our 

annual report at the end of 2024 was 412, 

Oak Grove will remit $18,025 to the PTCA 

in 2026 ($43.75 for each of our 412 members). 

If you want to contribute towards Per Capita 

and receive offering envelopes, there is a 

special envelope for Per Capita contributions. 

You can also give online via the Oak Grove 

website at www.oakgrv.org/donate/ by selecting 

the “Per Capita” fund. Otherwise, just drop off 

or send us a check with Per Capita in the 

memo and it will be applied accordingly. 

Thank you! 

Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area 

are working together to provide free support 

and education for adults who are grieving the 

death of a loved one. You can start any series 

at any time. There is no commitment on  

attendance and no cost, just show up! Group 

meetings are held on Thursdays, 4:30–6:00 pm. 

The Winter Series (Jan. 8–Feb. 26) will be 

hosted by St. Richard’s Catholic Church,  

Richfield 55423). Please enter door number 5 . 

See https://brgriefcoalition.com for more details. 

Jan. 8: The Puzzle Called Grief 

Jan. 15: Soul Work 

Jan. 22: Intimacy 

Jan. 29: Understanding Grief 

Feb. 5: The Teeter-Totter of  

Grief & Hope 

Feb. 12: The Characteristics  

of Grief 

Feb. 19: Embracing Help on  

the Path to Healing 

Feb. 26: Trauma Connected  

to Grief 

Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition 

https://www.oakgrv.org/donate/
https://brgriefcoalition.com
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Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Elders 

Julie Flanagan is a dedicated healthcare professional with a  

diverse background that bridges clinical nursing and health  

technology. After earning a nursing degree, she later pursued a 

Master's degree in Health Informatics blending her patient-care 

experience with a passion for data and systems management. 

Beyond her professional life, Julie is an active member of her 

community in Bloomington, where they have lived for 31 years. 

Julie is an active and long-standing member of Oak Grove, having 

been part of the congregation for over 20 years and her commitment to her faith and  

community also led her to teach Sunday school for 12 years and participate in the women's 

retreats. 

Her personal life is centered around her family. She has been happily married for 33 years 

to Pierce and is the proud mother of two sons, ages 25 and 22. The family also includes two 

beloved huskies. Together, the family enjoys a variety of activities, often including their dogs 

in their outings and adventures. 

Bob Gerdes and his wife Karen joined Oak Grove in 1972, and 

married here in 1974. Since that time he has been a youth leader, 

taught Sunday School, gone on mission trips, been a deacon and 

an elder several times. 

Bob had been on Personnel, Building & Operations, Technology, 

and Youth Committees. He is also part of the cooking crew on 

Wednesday nights and the Monday morning work crew. In his 

spare time he fixes and repair things, bikes, hikes and tries to help 

others where needed. It would be his honor to again serve as an Elder  

at Oak Grove Presbyterian Church. 

Loaves & Fishes 2025 

Oak Grove supports Loaves & Fishes’ mission of serving healthy meals to Minnesotans in 

need. In 2025, Oak Grove provided and served 2,429 meals at Christ the King Lutheran 

Church in Bloomington. This endeavor is paid by church members via the Mission Committee. 

Cheers to faithful volunteers Patsy Fisk, Al Greimel, Nancy Kachel, Jan Lichtenberger, Carol 

McCarthy, Lee Monssen, Sarajane Myers, Darlene & Larry Throndson, and Don Wagner. 

https://www.loavesandfishesmn.org 

https://www.loavesandfishesmn.org
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Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Elders 

Sue Greimel is a 50 year member of Oak Grove. She has served 

as an Elder, Treasurer, on the Finance Committee, and taught 

Sunday School. Sue is a retired electrical engineer and Alzheimer's 

disease researcher. She is a mother of four, grandmother of eight, 

and married to Al since 1983 (at Oak Grove). Sue enjoys playing 

soccer, biking, walking fast, and family gatherings at the beach. 

Mike Helmick and his wife Jean became members of Oak Grove 

in the Fall of 2024. They are retired and live at Founders Ridge. 

Mike spent his career selling and managing a sales organization 

focused on employee benefits. Jean enjoys the bell choir, and 

Mike enjoys the men’s prayer group. They both like the progressive 

environment and the mission focus of Oak Grove. 

Sharon Solomon moved to Minnesota from Peoria, Ill., in 1999, 

after retiring from Caterpillar, to take a position with the local  

Caterpillar dealer, where she established an end-user computer 

support system. 

As a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Peoria,  

Sharon sang in the Chancel choir and served as a Deacon and 

Elder. In 2000, she transferred membership to Oak Grove, serving 

as Elder and Treasurer until she and her husband, Bing, moved to Chandler, Ariz, in 2014. 

They returned from the Arizona desert in 2021 and Sharon rejoined Oak Grove and the 

Chancel choir. 

She’s most fulfilled with fiber arts – knitting and quilting – or with her nose in a book. She 

substitutes for Every Meal, has participated in the Loose Ends finishing project, and donates 

knitted items and quilts to numerous organizations. Oak Grove’s steadiness and dedication 

to doing what we can to make the world a better place offer her comfort and hope in our 

troubled, turbulent world. She’s humbled to be a part of Oak Grove’s continuing work. 



6 OAK LEAVES 

Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Deacons 

Ann Allen joined Oak Grove in 2024. She and her husband Greg 

have lived in the same house in Bloomington for over 30 years. 

They have two adult sons, Erik and Issac who also live in  

Bloomington. Ann wants to do social justice work and wants to  

be in a place where everyone is truly fully welcomed. She works 

as an educational audiologist, and when she’s not working, she 

enjoys travelling, knitting, hiking, paddling and working out. 

Dave Johnson is a life-long member of Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Church. He has previously served as an Elder, Deacon, and on 

various committees. 

He is a father of two, grandfather of four, and married to Paula 

since 1985. Recently retired, Dave is currently a member of the 

Monday morning crew helping to paint, repair, and keep the  

interior and exterior of Oak Grove in tip-top shape. 

Linda Johnson and her husband Greg live in Burnsville. They 

have been members since 1984 and are so glad they found Oak 

Grove. Since then, Linda has been involved with Sunday School, 

Bible School, PW Covenant Circle, Handbells, Orchestra, WoW 

Kitchen Crew, drives for Meals on Wheels, and sub-receptionist  

in the office. 

She has also been a Deacon twice and an Elder once, and enjoys 

going to Clearwater Forest for the Women’s Retreat, Woodcutting, 

and the Intergenerational Retreat. Linda has also gone on a Mission trip  

to Guatemala several times. 

Outside of Oak Grove, she volunteers at the 360 Communities Food Shelf in Burnsville. 

Their daughter, Alexandra, grew up at Oak Grove and is now married and lives in Colorado, 

one of their favorite places to visit. 
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Presbyterian Women Knit Tree 

The Knit Tree was overflowing with beautiful and warm mittens, 

gloves, scarves, hats, and some socks. There are so many people 

who will stay warmer during this cold, snowy winter because of 

the kindness and generosity of so many Oak Grove members. 

We had a record 226 articles donated which included beautifully 

handmade hats, scarves as well as warm and waterproof gloves. 

Presbyterian Women donated the bulk of these items to Face to 

Face in St. Paul that deal with homeless and vulnerable youth, 

as well as Cornerstone, Oasis for Youth, and other agencies who 

deal with vulnerable and homeless people. Thank you so much 

for supporting the Knit Tree drive again this year! 

Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Deacons 

Gar Nordin and his wife Gloria Larsen have been residents of 

Bloomington for 36 years and have been members of Oak Grove 

for 35 years. He has served on Session as well as on the  

Mission, Stewardship, and Technology Committees. Gar has been 

active in choir for all those years and has served as a volunteer/

leader for many events, both inside and outside of Oak Grove. 

He recently retired after a 45-year career in Data Management and 

is now greatly enjoying more time with his grandsons (ages 3 and 

5) who live with their daughter and her partner on a small farm-site outside  

Fort Dodge, Iowa. Gar looks forward to serving Oak Grove as a Deacon! 

Anne Klueh is a life-long member of Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Church. She and her husband, Larry, raised their family here. With 

gratitude for the education, love and support Anne has received 

from her church family over the years she has served Oak Grove 

in many capacities and feels a strong commitment to the health 

and vitality of our community. She is very excited for the opportunity 

to serve again on the Board of Deacons. 
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because of the impacts of the Federal “Big, 

Beautiful Bill,” and to stand up for our values 

of feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, and 

welcoming the stranger. This is part of a national 

grassroots strategy to lead 1,500 local and 

county actions to demand elected officials 

fight for affordability and dignity for all. 

Sunday, March 29 – Palm Sunday March 

Proclaiming our Faith in the Public Square 

On Palm Sunday, tens of thousands of Christians 

from Minnesota and across the country will 

follow the steps of Jesus and march to our 

capitals against unjust rule. Together, we will 

affirm our commitments to love our neighbors, 

feed the hungry, care for the sick, and welcome 

the stranger, and we will incite a moral 

choice for the public and elected leaders  

between a politics rooted in oppression, 

greed, and cruelty and a politics rooted in 

justice, compassion, and recognition of every 

person’s dignity. 

Friday, July 3, 2026 

National Prophetic Faith Action 

Faith institutions, denominational leaders, 

and faith-based organizations across the 

country are planning to lead a national  

Prophetic Faith Action in Philadelphia,  

celebrating our shared commitment to  

democracy, equality, and justice in contrast 

to the administration’s glorification of cruelty 

and oppression. 

People of faith can make a difference in the 

world! 

“God has told you what is good, and what 

does the Lord require of you but to do justice 

and to love kindness and walk humbly with 

your God?” (Micah 6:8) 

If you have questions about any of these  

actions or how to get involved, please  

contact Pastor Bart or Sue Lippert for more 

information. 

Special Singing Opportunities 

Are you thinking you’d like to sing in a choir, 

but can’t commit to every Wednesday/

Sunday schedule? Here’s an opportunity to 

sing in an ensemble with only two rehearsals 

and one Sunday commitment.  

The weekend of the women’s retreat (Jan. 

16–18), we will have an ensemble of Tenor/

Bass voices sing at worship on Jan. 18. 

There will be two rehearsals: Wednesday, 

Jan. 7 & 14 (6:45–7:15 pm) in the choir 

room. We will work on two anthems to sing 

on Sunday, Jan. 18. Please consider joining us! 

The weekend of the men’s retreat (Jan. 30–

Feb. 1), we will have an ensemble of  

Soprano/Alto voices sing at worship on  

Feb. 1. There will be two rehearsals: 

Wednesday, Jan. 21 & 28 (6:45–7:15 pm) in 

the choir room. We will prepare two anthems 

to sing on Feb 1. All ages are welcome! 

Please contact Judy Cooper (952-512-2059 

or jcooper@oakgrv.org) with any questions. 

Thank you! 
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Alternative Christmas Marketplace 

T 
hank you to everyone who helped 

make this year’s Alternative Christmas 

Marketplace another success. 

Whether you donated baked goods, handcrafted 

items, responded to the order form in the  

Giving Catalog, worked as a checkout cashier, 

or helped set up, you helped make a difference. 

Thank you also to those who entertained us 

during the event: Theo Sundal, Jill Dubis, Cece 

Nedrud, Judy Cooper and Nancy Jensen’s 

duet, Marilyn Twete, and John Anderson. We 

enjoyed listening to you! 

So, what were the final numbers? The  

congregation was again very generous this 

year with a total of $13,748.50. Here is the 

breakdown: 

Pastor Discretionary Fund $4625.50 

ReClaim $950.00 

Green Valley Samaritans $375.00 

Kiva $200.00 

Guatemalan Coffee $98.00 

Handcrafted Items/Bake goods $1,336.00 

(includes $240 for cinnamon rolls  

& $45 for cocoa sales)  

Presbyterian Mission Agency $6,164.00 

Items from the Pres. Mission Agency included: 

Agriculture: 12 Farming Tools, 6 Sapling Sets, 

7 Bags of Moringa Tree Seeds 

Livestock: 38 Families of Chickens, 2 Cows, 

3 Pairs of Goats 

Kits & Tools: 28 Sewing Machines, 3 Fishing 

Kits, 4 Improved Cookstoves 

Water: 13 Jerry Cans, 10 Garden Well shares, 

10 Latrine shares, 12 Water Filters,  

3 Rainwater Catchment Systems 

Again, thank you for your support! 

Chancel Flower Sign-ups 

All are invited to contribute flowers to beautify the sanctuary and 

enrich our worship each week. Your contribution of $30 for each 

bouquet can be made in honor or memory of someone, in celebration 

and/or thanksgiving of loved ones. 

Each dedication will be acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin.  

Sign-ups are available in the Narthex or by calling the church office 

(952-888-4621) to reserve your special date.  

Thank you! – Oak Grove Deacons 
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Sacred Settlement Update 

T 
he Oak Grove Housing & Economic 

Justice Committee, along with our 

Sacred Settlement Discernment 

Team, have spent the last year discerning 

whether a Sacred Settlement might be part  

of Oak Grove’s effort in helping alleviate 

homelessness in our area.  

The Discernment Team presented information 

to Session, and Session concurred, that we 

do not feel the time is right to move forward 

with a Sacred Settlement at the present  

moment. This is not a definitive “No” and we 

believe Oak Grove may be open to the possibility 

of a Sacred Settlement in the future, but that 

now is not the time. 

The Discernment Team came to this conclusion 

after prayerful discernment and due diligence. It 

is clear that working to end homelessness is 

something that Oak Grove is still very much 

committed to, but a number of factors led us 

to hear the congregation saying, “Not yet.” 

One of the factors included that we need to 

work to build relationships with more  

unhoused persons so that homelessness is 

less of an abstract issue for us, and more  

relationship centered. 

The Housing Committee, along with Discernment 

Team members, will begin to brainstorm  

additional ways for us to build relationships 

and strengthen our commitments to ending 

homelessness. We are still committed to the 

Settled organization and their model to address 

homelessness. One possible pathway to remain 

involved will be to partner with other churches 

in the Sacred Settlements on their property 

and/or to encourage other Presbyterian  

Congregations to consider a Sacred Settle-

ment. More information about our plans will 

be shared at a later date. 

If you have any other questions about the 

discernment process, or our decision to say, 

“not yet” to a Sacred Settlement, please feel 

free to reach out to any member of the  

discernment team (Pastor Bart, Bev Bliss, 

Bob Gerdes, Sue Greimel, Anne Klueh, and 

Bill Pomroy).  

Artists & Hobbyists! Combined Fellowship, 

Craft & Hobby Fair 

Join us in Gideon Pond Hall during education 

hour for a Fellowship Fair. This event provides 

opportunities to do things you enjoy or just 

want to try without a major commitment. As 

an added dimension, we offer you the oppor-

tunity to showcase your artistic talents. If you 

love painting, quilting, or woodworking, or 

you have a hobby or collection (children and 

youth are especially encouraged to participate!) 

that is unique, this is a chance to share  

your talents and interests with others in the 

congregation.  

The purpose is to find a wide range of family, 

intergenerational, active and not so active 

events to get small groups of people together 

for fun and fellowship. For the more active, 

there have been Oak Grovers willing to lead 

groups for sailing, kayaking, and mountain 

biking. Long time groups will provide info on 

Loaves & Fishes, Presbyterian Women & Circles 

and the annual Twins outing.  

Activities can be physically active or not 

(please consider accessibility when choosing 

a venue), a one-time or ongoing event; and 

preferably (but not necessarily) be low- or no-

cost. Look for more information and a sign-up 

sheet as we get closer to the event. 

Save the Date! Sunday, Apri 19 (9–10:00 am) 
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CHILDREN 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am:  

Grades PreK–5 will meet in the community 

room (lower level near the choir room) at 

9:30 am. Depending on the Sunday, they  

remain together for learning and activities 

that introduce them to the people and practices 

of the church community or they split into 

groups for age-specific learning and activities 

(PreK–Grade 2 in room 3, Grade 3–5 in 

Room 4). 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Ages 3–PreK: after the children’s time in worship, 

this age group is invited to join our nursery 

attendants for a Bible story. On Sundays 

when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, there 

is no Children’s Church so that all ages can 

be present together in worship to celebrate 

communion. 

 

YOUTH 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am:  

Youth (grades 6–12) may join Laura Orr and 

other volunteers in room 5 (basement) for a 

Sunday School class. 

Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026: Feed My Starving 

Children, All Ages 

Upcoming Youth and Children Events 

Jan. 11: Family Sledding (after church). 

Warm up with soup, and then youth, children, 

and families are invited to head out on a 

sledding excursion. If the weather doesn’t 

cooperate, we’ll play board games. 

Feb. 14: Feed My Starving Children (2:30–

4:15 pm) 990 Lone Oak Rd Suite 136, Eagan 

We're showing the love with a family outing 

to Feed My Starving Children. Sign up (with 

your accompanying adults!), to reserve a 

spot: https://forms.gle/ve4J8ig7qPj4THUBA 

Children’s & Youth Ministries 

Christmas Pageant 

Oak Grove children told the Christmas story on Dec. 14 with "A Mary Carol," a pageant 

that focused on the story of Mary learning from the Angel Gabriel about the birth of Jesus. 

https://forms.gle/ve4J8ig7qPj4THUBA
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Through 

Nov. 30, 2025 

2025 YTD Actual vs Budget 2024 YTD 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $694,041 $694,257 ($217) $653,839 

Expense YTD $736,124 $740,396 $4,272 $698,036 

Income – Exp ($42,083) ($46,139) $4,055 ($44,196) 

Financial Summary:  

November income was $13.9K higher than budget, while expenses were over by $444 

(General – large stock donation). The yearly deficit of $42.1K is $4.1K better than  

expected. 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Bill & Lisa 

Pomroy 

(49 years on Jan. 15) 

Rod & Sarajane 

Myers 

(57 years on Jan. 25) 

Polly & Randy 

Johnson 

(56 years on Jan. 2) 

Do you have Thrivent Choice dollars  

to donate? 

Anyone with investments or insurance  

accounts with Thrivent accumulates 

Choice dollars throughout the year. Oak 

Grove is already registered with Thrivent to be a recipient of Choice dollars. You can 

find official details on Thrivent's website (thrivent.com/thriventchoice) or by contacting 

your financial advisor. 

You have until March 31, 2026 to direct your 2025 choice dollars, so act now! 

https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/thrivent-choice
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Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Gordon Goodwin (Dec. 14), at the age of 89. 

 

January Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 21:  Al Eiler (94) 

22:  Ray Hawes, Marshall Lagani,  

Rick Render 

23: Tatum Gillies (19), Kathy Tominski 

24: Dale Copeland (90), Dick Twete (89),  

Brandon McKinnon, Karna Mikkelson 

25: John Crampton 

26: Leslie Davis (85), Karen Alonzi,  

Jim Knutson, Sharon Solomon 

27: Iris Karow (86), Maggie Snyder,  

Paula Uvodich 

28: Gracie Thomas (14), Terry Nesbitt 

29: Cece Nedrud 

30: Jim Furber (86), Josh Pearson 

31: Emee Danielson, Tim Taylor 

1: Matthew Carter (19) 

2:  Anne Jones 

3:  Barb Bruder (93), Det Souvannasane 

4:  Hannah Jones (19), Lily Dodge 

5: Brian Boakye-Ansah, Carrie Wilkens 

6: Eugene Orr 

9: Allan Carter (17), Julia Steskal (17), 

Sue Kim, Alix Montcho 

10: Ed Egan, Susan Spieth 

15: Bob Worthington (88), Bill Pomroy, 

Lisa Pomroy 

16: Bethany Lagani 

17: Anne Klueh 

19:  Susan Bachman (91), Mark Erickson, 

Jim Reineke 
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SUNDAYS 

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for 

informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

We will meet in the Fireside Room. Unable to 

be here in person? Join us via Zoom at: 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith. 

Jan. 11: Year of the Bible, Final Reflections, 

Pastor Bart/Pastor Erica 

Jan. 18 & 25: Siblings in the Bible: a two-

week survey of the stories of siblings in the 

Bible, Rev. Mary Pol 

Feb. 2 & 9: Two weeks on Leviticus: Rev. 

Kierstin Berndt, PCUSA minister and board-

certified chaplain who worships with us at 

Oak Grove 

Adult Faith Formation 

(WoW!) Wonderful on Wednesdays  
Join us Wednesday evenings for a time  

of fellowship, learning and music. Each meal 

includes salad and dessert. 

The suggested meal donation is $7 for adults 

and $4 for children with a max of $20 per 

family. No reservations are needed.  

• 5:00–5:45 pm: Youth Chime Choir 

(ages 8 & up): Community room 

• 5:45–6:15 pm: Dinner 

• 6:15–6:30 pm: Children’s Choir 

(K–5th Grade); Choir room 

• 6:15–7:00 pm: Education for  

Youth (Grades 6–12) & Adults 

• 6:30–7:00 pm Education for Children 

(Grades K–5) 

• 7:15–8:15 pm: Chancel Choir; 

Choir room 

WoW menu for January: 

Jan. 14: Tacos 

Jan. 21: Pasta 

Jan. 28: Chili & Baked Potato Bar 

 

Please note, on Wednesday, Jan. 7 there 

will be a dinner celebrating the accomplishment 

and journey of reading the Bible together in 

2025. Children, youth, and their families are 

certainly welcome, but there will not be separate 

programming for children and youth. 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith
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Tea for Caregivers: Jan. 27 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30–11:30 am 

This monthly gathering in the chapel for 

caregivers is a time for those who are caring 

for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and 

share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is 

a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Jan. 27 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon 

We meet monthly at church. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. All who love 

to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Ladies Who Lunch: Jan. 21 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the 

book The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon. 

Plan to bring your own bag lunch, beverages 

will be provided. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Mary. 

Singles Fellowship: Jan. 12 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647). 

Soul Sisters: Jan. 12 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to 

check in and share fellowship and support. 

All women are invited, no need to RSVP. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Jan. 6 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron 

Dubis (612-868-9194). 

Spiritual Book Club: Jan. 7 
First Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and 

develop our spirituality. We will discuss the 

book The Serviceberry by Robin Walls  

Kimmerer. Please plan to eat lunch prior to 

the meeting. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Listening Group: Jan. 12 & 26 
2nd & 4th Monday (1–2:30 pm) 

Join us for a time of deep listening – to one 

another, ourselves, and to God – without 

judgment or interruption. We talk, never  

obligatory but by invitation, and listen. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American 

Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions? 

Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Adult Bible Study:  

Every Thursday at Noon 

Join us via Zoom for Bible study to look at 

the scripture that will be the basis for the  

sermon the following Sunday. No pre-reading 

is necessary. We will read the scripture  

together and then dive in. 

Singles Fellowship:  

Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026 (12:30 pm)  

Join us at the home of Jody Milton (9401 

Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington) for a potluck 

lunch followed by games. Please RSVP by 

calling Jody at 612-730-3962. 

Creative Hands Across the River Crafters: 

Saturday, Jan. 10 (9 am to noon) 

Creative people, come to Creative Hands Across 

the River Crafters in the social hall at church. 

Bring your knitting, crocheting, quilting, or other 

craft projects to work on and enjoy camaraderie 

with friendly crafters from Presbyterian 

Church of the Apostles and Oak Grove 

Church. Questions? Contact Ruth Dukelow 

(952-923-0799. We hope to see you there! 

Freedom Fighters Support Group:  

Tuesday, Jan. 20 (6:30–8:30 pm) 

This veteran-driven support group meets on 

the third Tuesday of each month at Oak 

Grove. It is open to our military veterans, 

their families, and support systems. It is an 

opportunity for them to gather and work 

through their issues while enjoying camaraderie 

and friendship. A community meal is provided 

along with live music, and chiropractic,  

acupuncture, and massage services. 

There will also be tables with veteran and 

community-based resources available. The 

group is free to all who participate. You may 

be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by 

The Mission Project. 

Oak Grove Men’s Retreat: Jan. 30–Feb. 1, 

2026 at Clearwater Forest 

This year’s theme is “Reconnecting in  

Fellowship!” Accommodations will be at 

Leaning Tree Lodge and the following meals 

will be provided: Saturday breakfast, lunch & 

dinner, and Sunday breakfast. The cost is 

$125. If cost is a barrier, there are options to 

help cover those in need. Please encourage 

others to attend. Questions? Contact Eric 

Duvall (952-567-4151) or Eugene Orr (651-

210-8927). 

Sign up at church on Sundays or online at 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-mens-retreat2026. 

Oak Grove Happenings… 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-mens-retreat2026

