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Advent/Christmas at Oak Grove 

Worship Services 

Sunday, Nov. 30: Advent Worship (10:30 am) 

Sunday, Dec. 7: Worship with Communion 

(10:30 am) 

Sunday, Dec 14: Christmas Pageant (10:30 am) 

Sunday, Dec. 21: Advent Worship (10:30 am) 

Longest Night Service (6:30 pm) in-person only 

This season can be a painful time for some. Our 

spirits sink as the days grow shorter. We feel the 

darkness growing deeper around us. This might 

be the first year without a loved one who has  

recently died; it may be a time that brings up  

difficult memories. 

We need encouragement to live the days ahead 

of us. But we also need the space and time to 

acknowledge our sadness and concern. Perhaps 

most of all, we need to know that we are not 

alone. 

For these reasons, Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Church offers a special “Longest Night” service. 

Join with others in sharing prayer, hearing scripture, 

and music that acknowledges God’s presence 

for those who mourn, for those who struggle, 

and that God’s word comes to shine light in our 

darkness. The short service will be followed by a 

time for light refreshments and fellowship. 

Wednesday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve 

• Intergenerational Candlelight Service (4:00 pm) 

• Contemplative Candlelight Service (10:00 pm) 

in-person only 

Sunday, Dec. 28: Worship (10:30 am) 

Sunday, Jan. 4: Service of Songs & Readings 

(10:30 am) 

The Chancel Choir and a small instrumental  

ensemble will lead the service with special music 

to mark the end of Christmastide and Epiphany. 

 

All services are live-streamed except where noted. 
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Year End Giving 

I 
n order for year-end contributions to be 

tax deductible in 2025, they must be 

postmarked or delivered to the church 

on or before Dec. 31, 2025. Stock donations 

can take longer to administrate. If you are 

considering donating shares of stock, please 

contact Laura Nemcek at the church office 

(952-512-2052) as soon as possible for details. 

You can make a charitable contribution from an 

IRA through a Qualified Charitable Distribution 

(QCD), which is a direct transfer of funds to a 

qualified charity. This can be a tax-efficient 

way to give, as the distribution is not taxed 

and can count toward your required minimum 

distribution (RMD). To qualify, you must be at 

least age 70½ when the distribution is made. 

Oak Grove does not provide tax advice. 

Please contact your financial or tax advisor. 

2026 Pledges: Thank you to all who have 

turned in your 2026 commitments. If you 

haven’t yet done so, there is still time! Pledging 

is available on the website. 

Also, if it’s advantageous, you can prepay 

your 2026 donation and have it included on 

your 2025 contribution statement. 2026 Per 

Capita is set to be $43.75. More details on 

this will be given in the January 2026 Oak 

Leaves newsletter. 

Please note that the Oak Grove church office will be closed  during the following times: 

Wednesday, Dec. 24: the office will close at noon 

Thursday, Dec. 25–Thursday, Jan 1: the office will be closed for the holidays 

If there is an urgent matter, please contact Pastor Bart Roush at 210-551-1136. 

Thank you 

Oak Grove Holiday Office Hours 
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Golden Spotlight: Don Wagner 
Submitted by Karen Gerdes 

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group (90 years plus) is  

selected at random to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the  

lives of our “golden” members whose lives shine with faith and love. 

D 
on was born in New Underwood, 

South Dakota, and he is the youngest 

of five children. He said he might 

have been an “oops”! He had two brothers 17 

and 15 years older and two sisters 12 and 10 

years older, thus he became the spoiled, 

youngest member of his family. 

Don’s dad lost two farms to the Great  

Depression and after he lost the third farm it 

was time to move. Don’s mother had 

many allergies, and the doctor 

told her the best air to breathe 

was along the North Shore of 

Minnesota. So, they piled the 

five children into the truck 

and headed off to the North 

Shore with a night stop in 

Aitken, Minn. There his parents 

attended a worship service at 

a Missouri Synod Lutheran 

Church and the congregants  

convinced them to stay in Aitken.  

Don’s dad did odd jobs and then heard there was 

work in the Twin Cities. Don had just finished 

kindergarten at the time; however, his two 

older brothers were off to fight in WWII. One 

went to North Africa and Italy, and the other 

was an airplane mechanic in New Guinea 

with the Army Air Patrol, a predecessor to the 

Air Force. At the time Dad got a job in the 

Twin Cities at a defense plant and built boxes 

for ammunition. 

While living in the Dinkytown area of Minneapolis 

Don attended Marcy Elementary School and 

Marshall Junior High where he said he got 

into a bit of trouble. As a result, his parents 

made the decision that he needed more  

discipline and enrolled him at Concordia 

Academy (Missouri Synod) where he graduated 

from high school. Money was tight in those 

days, and Don’s aptitude test said he should 

be a salesman or a teacher. 

He started college at Augsburg where tuition 

was $500 a semester while he was making 

$1.25 an hour at his job. A friend told him 

that the University of Minnesota was only 

$100 per quarter, $300 a year without 

summer school, versus Augsburg 

at $1,000 a year. In the fall of 

1957 Don transferred to the 

University and landed a part-

time job at the Star Tribune 

for $2.50 an hour which 

helped pay his tuition and 

even allowed him to have a 

car. He graduated from the  

University in 1959 with a major in 

social studies and a minor in English 

and physical education. 

Don’s first teaching job was at Seward 

School which was a K–8 building located 

near the Franklin Avenue bridge in Minneapolis. 

There he taught geography, history and English 

and once in a while filled in for physical  

education to 7th and 8th graders. While at 

Seward he had a number of friends, one of 

them named Lorraine who had a roommate 

named Jean. He began dating Jean who was 

teaching hearing impaired elementary  

children in St. Paul at the time. They dated 

for four years and married in 1965. Seward 

closed in 1966, and Don interviewed with 

Rollie DeLapp (a former Oak Grove member) 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 >> 
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GOLDEN SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

at Anthony Junior High. Don taught at Anthony 

for over 20 years however he never had Rollie 

for a principal because he moved to North 

High School. 

Before children, Jean’s folks had retired to 

Boca Raton, Fla. and Don and Jean traveled 

to visit them often. In 1967 Don and Jean  

decided that they would like to buy some 

land on the Gunflint in northern Minnesota. 

With a little help from one of their parents 

they were able to put up the frame of their 

cabin, finish it off with help from a few folks 

and traveled the six hours often to enjoy the 

peace of the North Woods. 

Jean’s mother was one of the founding members 

of Colonial Church of Edina, therefore, Don 

and Jean got married at Colonial and attended 

there for 14 years before meeting some 

friends who attended Oak Grove Presbyterian. 

Don did interject that he was unchurched  

for a while trying to leave his Missouri Synod 

Lutheran background behind. They joined 

Oak Grove in 1982 and have been here ever 

since 

Don and Jean’s oldest son Jeff was born in 

1969 followed by brother Matt in 1972. Don 

and Jean moved into their house on 103rd 

Street and Chowen where they lived for 40 

years. During this time, both boys played 

sports so the trips to the cabin became less 

frequent. They sold their cabin in 2008 after 

owning it for 40 years.  

Jean was diagnosed with ”Charcot-Marie-

Tooth” (CMT) disease when she was in her 

40’s and told she would be in a wheelchair 

within five years. However, she was still able 

to portage 10 years later.  

Jean quit teaching when the boys were born, 

so after Don retired in 1994, they spent winters 

in Everglade City, Fla. In 2008 Jean needed 

a wheelchair and they sold their home and 

moved to the newly opened Applewood 

Pointe Apartments on Lyndale Avenue. Jean 

loved it there because she could play bridge 

and visit others with her motorized wheelchair. 

Don resides at Applewood Pointe to this day. 

Jean died in 2014 however he has many 

parts of her life still with him.  

Arnie Johnson encouraged Don to join the 

BAJ (Born Again Jocks) and it has helped to 

keep him active. He has enjoyed playing tennis, 

volleyball and pickleball. He continues to play 

bocce ball over at Valley View Park. 

Son Matt lives in Bloomington in Don and 

Jean’s old house and son Jeff lives in 

Breckenridge, Colo. where he has a daughter, 

Brooke. She is Don’s beloved granddaughter 

who has visited Oak Grove with him. She is 

an excellent student at the Colorado School 

of Mines and the “apple of his eye.” 

Don thanks God for nearly nine decades of 

family, friends and experiences. 
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W 
hen Jesus was born among us, 

he came as a helpless baby 

destined to bring joy, peace 

and salvation to his people. This child, God’s 

Word made flesh — fully human and fully 

God — became one of us. 

One with us. One among us. In all of our  

vulnerabilities, struggles and triumphs, Jesus 

became one of us — leading us, knowing us, 

connecting us to himself and to each other, 

and offering us his gift of eternal life. 

The perfect gift. 

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect 

God’s perfect gift to us, with generous support 

of church leaders among us — past, present 

and future — who have pointed us to God. 

We honor and celebrate leaders like retired 

pastors, church workers and their families 

who have faithfully guided and led us but 

who now find themselves in critical financial 

need. We honor and celebrate emerging 

leaders like students in schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color, who develop 

leadership skills as they pursue their education 

and prepare to bring their gifts in service to 

the world God loves so much. 

Jesus’ example as a child born to be among 

us and lead us to eternal life provides a pattern 

for us to follow as we celebrate those who 

have led us in the past and will lead us into 

the future. Through the Christmas Joy Offering, 

we come together to support past, present 

and future leaders, embodying God’s perfect 

gift to us, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

You can donate by using the special envelope 

in the pew, write a check to Oak Grove with 

“Christmas Joy” in the memo line or online at 

https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/xmasjoy. 

When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!  

Christmas Joy Offering 

50% 

50% 

of your gifts make it possible 

for students to learn and grow 

in faith at Presbyterian-

related schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color. 

of your gifts provide assistance 

for current and retired church 

workers and their families 

with critical financial needs. 

https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/xmasjoy
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Presbyterian Women Knit Tree 

Alternative Christmas Marketplace 

Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025 

J 
oin us for a small marketplace in the 

social hall. There will be handcrafted 

items for sale as well as baked goods, 

jams, pickles and other edibles prepared by 

talented members. 

All items will be priced for sale (no bidding/

silent auction). During this time, there will be 

coffee and cinnamon rolls to enjoy as well as 

entertainment from some of our very own 

Oak Grovers.. 

Knit Tree 

It is again time for the Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Women’s Knit Tree collection of hats, scarves 

and mittens. The tree will be up through Monday, 

Dec. 15.  

Bring these outerwear items to decorate the tree. 

They will be donated to Cornerstone and Oasis 

to keep those in need warm and comfortable 

through the cold winter months. 

Thanks for your help! 

Singles Fellowship: Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026 (12:30 pm) 

Join us at the home of Jody Milton (9401 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington) for a 

potluck lunch followed by games. Beverages will be provided. Please RSVP by  

calling Jody at 612-730-3962. 
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Antiracism Advocacy: ISAIAH 
Submitted by Sue Lippert 

A 
s a newer member – since 2024 – I 

have been so pleased to find a 

church community that holds my 

faith values, especially putting my faith into 

action. I have been particularly pleased to 

find ISAIAH, a statewide multiracial group of 

faith communities, Black barbershops, childcare 

centers and more, fighting for racial and economic 

justice in Minnesota. I have found great hope 

in being part of a community, meeting neighbors, 

and having new friends who are part of the 

Muslim mosque which is in my neighborhood. 

ISAIAH has launched a Lighthouse path, an 

initiative to promote local action that will 

have statewide and national impact. 

Neighbors & friends from Bloomington met 

with city officials at Dar Al-Farooq Mosque to 

discuss federal cuts to Medicare & SNAP, 

ICE & immigration, and safety in our places 

of worship, schools, and public places. It was 

an amazing experience to look out at such a 

diverse group of people in Bloomington who 

all wanted to work toward racial and economic 

justice together. And the officials all said we 

cannot make the changes we’re looking for 

without coming together. 

A large group from Oak Grove attended the 

meeting and another group met in Minnetonka 

as suburban churches. I came to understand 

we are all affected by what is happening  

politically in our state and nation. My guess is 

that we all know people who are effected by 

SNAP cuts, immigration issues, furlough issues 

when the political system was shut down, 

and so many more dire situations for individuals 

and families. Suburban folks have an  

important role to play in partnering with people 

who are different than us to work together 

toward the goals of racial and economic justice. 

On Saturday, Dec. 13, thousands of ISAIAH 

and Faith in Minnesota leaders from across 

the state will come together to launch our 

agenda through 2027 and plan a path in this 

moment to protect our state, neighbors, and 

families in the face of rising authoritarianism. 

Together we are going to make Minnesota a 

place where families across race, place, and 

religion can thrive. I am looking forward to 

going with a large group from Oak Grove, 

both because it’s a great opportunity to do 

something in these harsh times, but also  

because it will be fun! I have had such an 

amazing time with the people I’ve worked 

with on this project and gotten to know people I 

didn’t know before. Oak Grove is full of people 

with big hearts, commitment to justice for all, 

and great senses of humor. 

Please think about joining us on Dec. 13. 

We’re meeting at Oak Grove to carpool to 

Minneapolis, so you don’t need to drive if you 

don’t want to. The gathering is at the Minneapolis 

Convention Center, 1–6:00 pm. Please contact 

Sue (sue.lippert@icloud.com, 207-837-2800) 

with any questions or if you’d like to register. 

https://www.isaiahmn.org 

https://www.isaiahmn.org
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Mission Corner: San Lucas Tolimán Scholars 
Submitted by Gar Nordin 

S 
an Lucas Tolimán is a small Mayan 

town in the highlands of Guatemala. 

The town has a population of about 

14,000. The main economy of the community 

is growing and harvesting coffee. By United 

Nations standards, most of the people live in 

poverty or extreme poverty. 

This poverty presents many challenges to 

families, especially in their financial capacity 

to provide education for their children. In 

Guatemala, education is only free through 

the sixth grade. Parents must then pay fees 

in all local secondary schools for their  

children to continue their education. This is 

often a significant financial hardship for  

parents, and many students end their formal 

education after the sixth grade. 

In 2001, Dennis Evans, a retired British educator, 

came to live and work amongst the poor in 

San Lucas Tolimán. When he discovered  

education was only provided free through the 

sixth grade, he began to use his own limited 

funds to pay tuition for a few students and 

asked friends from other countries to join in that 

endeavor. He knew that for poor Guatemalan 

children education was the key to escaping a 

life of poverty. 

From those humble beginnings, San Lucas 

Tolimán Scholars (SLT Scholars) was formed. 

It is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. It provides 

scholarships to students who have demonstrated 

academic achievement and are from families 

of limited economic means. These scholarships 

give them the opportunity to attend junior 

high school. The organization is led by two 

women in San Lucas Tolimán and a volunteer 

Board and Executive Director in the United 

States. 

Oak Grove currently supports seven students 

with SLT scholarships through our Mission 

Committee dollars. In addition, there are several 

Oak Grove members who have sponsored 

their own students for several years. According 

to the SLT Scholars website, there were 960 

students receiving scholarships in 2024, 339 

graduates, and $301K raised for student 

sponsorships. 

We encourage you to check out the SLT 

website (https://www.sltscholars.org) to learn 

more about its history and impact. In addition, 

you can reach out to any member of Oak 

Grove’s Mission Committee for more information. 

Thank you for your generosity…  

Education is a gift for a lifetime!! 

 

Below are three of the seven students  

that Oak Grove is currently sponsoring. 

Ericka Maricruz Emilsa Elizeth 

Mynor Danilo 

https://www.sltscholars.org
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Oak Grove Happenings… 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American 

Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions? 

Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

 

Adult Bible Study:  

Every Thursday at Noon 

Join us via Zoom for Bible study to look at 

the scripture that will be the basis for the  

sermon the following Sunday. No pre-reading 

is necessary. We will read the scripture  

together and then dive in. 

Please note, Bible study will be on hiatus 

Dec. 11, 2025 through Jan. 1, 2026. 

Freedom Fighters Support Group:  

Tuesday, Dec. 18 (6:30–8:30 pm) 

This veteran-driven support group meets on 

the third Tuesday of each month at Oak 

Grove. It is open to our military veterans, 

their families, and support systems. It is an 

opportunity for them to gather and work 

through their issues while enjoying camaraderie 

and friendship. A community meal is provided 

along with live music, and chiropractic,  

acupuncture, and massage services. 

There will also be tables with veteran and 

community-based resources available. The 

group is free to all who participate. You may 

be asked for proof of service. Sponsored by 

The Mission Project. 

Light in the Storm:  

Agenda Launch & Anti-Authoritarianism Strategy Training 

 

Saturday, Dec. 13 (1–6:00 pm) | Registration & Concessions: 11a–12:45 pm 

Location: Minneapolis Convention Center, 1301 2nd Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Thousands of ISAIAH and Faith in Minnesota leaders from across the state will come together 

to launch our agenda through 2027 and plan a path in this moment to protect our state, 

neighbors, and families in the face of rising authoritarianism. Together we are going to make 

Minnesota a place where families across race, place, and religion can thrive. Carpooling will 

be available. Questions? Contact Sue Lippert (207-837-2800, email sue.lippert@icloud.com). 

Many of you have expressed great interest in becoming part of efforts of ISAIAH to fight  

authoritarianism but cannot attend the training on Dec 13. You can still be a part of this  

endeavor! Even if you cannot attend, you are encouraged to add your name to the list of  

Oak Grovers wanting to join the fight. This will keep you in the loop for future events. A sign-up 

will be available in the narthex, or to add your name to the list, please contact Sue Lippert. 
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CHILDREN 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am:  

Grades PreK–5 will meet in the community 

room (lower level near the choir room) at 

9:30 am. Depending on the Sunday, they  

remain together for learning and activities 

that introduce them to the people and practices 

of the church community or they split into 

groups for age-specific learning and activities 

(PreK–Grade 2 in room 3, Grade 3–5 in 

Room 4). 

Dec. 13: Pageant Dress Rehearsal and 

Grown-Ups Day Out (9:00–11:30 am) 

Deacons, Youth and our children’s team will 

host a time of craft making and games following 

rehearsal. Pick up at 11:30 am; kids will be 

sent home with a very special bag lunch! 

Dec. 14: Christmas pageant during 10:30 am 

worship. Children will meet at 9:45 am. 

Children’s Sunday School will be 

on hiatus Dec. 14–28, 2025. 

Children’s Church for ages 3–PreK will be 

on hiatus for the month of December. 

YOUTH 

On Sundays, youth (grades 6–12) may join 

Laura Orr and other volunteers in room 5 

(lower level) for a Sunday School class from 

9:30–10:15 am. 

Youth Sunday School will be  

on hiatus Dec. 21–28, 2025 

 

Save the Date! Children & Youth 

Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026: Feed My Starving 

Children, All Ages 

Children’s & Youth Ministries 
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Through 

Oct. 31, 2025 

2025 YTD Actual vs Budget 2024 YTD 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $633,840 $647,912 ($14,071) $612,371 

Expense YTD $671,822 $676,537 $4,716 $638,575 

Income – Exp ($37,981) ($28,625) ($9,356) ($26,204) 

Financial Summary: October income was $6.5K lower than budget, while expenses 

were under by $612 (Personnel $1.4K). The yearly deficit of $38K is $9.4K higher than 

expected. Note that $22K of B&O expenses will be covered by Long Term Building 

Maintenance funds. 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Brian & Miriam 

Ebeling 

(57 years on Dec. 22) 

Lizanne & Greg 

Ham 

(38 years on Dec. 12) 

Ed & Sara 

Egan 

(45 years on Dec. 13) 

Jeri & John 

Anderson 

(57 years on Dec. 14) 

Don & Pat 

Latourelle 

(60 years on Dec. 18) 

Nancy & Don 

Lamberger 

(43 years on Dec. 10) 

Tim & Terry 

Taylor 

(30 years on Dec. 26) 

Dave & Stephanie 

Larsen 

(46 years on Dec. 29) 
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December Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 1: Logan Henderson, Andrew Hess 

2:  Catherine Dukelow 

3:  Mari Freeberg, Carolyn Hamilton,  

Nancy Lamberger 

4:  Debbie Dukelow 

5: Candy Alman, Pdon Pinkham 

6: Mattie Hawley 

8: Ev Gebhard (85) 

9: Dianne Lawson 

10: Darlene Throndson (87), Jenn Hendricks,  

Kelly Roush 

13: Livia Knapp (9), Cassidy Oslund (9), 

Nick Benz, Warren Christopherson, 

Terry Taylor 

14: Eloise Greimel (3) 

15: Mary Bowen-Eggebraaten,  

Alicia Chimchirian, Sarajane Myers 

16: Ryan Knapp 

19:  Cathy Colborn, Jake Krentz 

20: Dorothy Sorensen (91) 

21:  Julianna Lucic (13), Taylor Lucic (13), 

Mary Boateng 

22:  Marge Noyes 

23: Andrew Sundal 

24: Josh Johnson 

25: Susanne Knutson 

27: Kat Wenz (18), Karen Diller, Joey Oslund 

28: Jill Dubis, Ron Nail 

29: Larry Pearson 

30: Ignatius Esele 

31: Derek Flanagan 

Chancel Flower Sign-ups Available for 2026 

All are invited to contribute flowers to beautify the sanctuary and 

enrich our worship each week. Your contribution of $30 for each 

bouquet can be made in honor or memory of someone, in celebration 

and/or thanksgiving of loved ones. 

Each dedication will be acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin.  

Sign-ups are available in the Narthex (each Sunday) or by calling 

the church office (952-888-4621) to reserve your special date. 

Thank you! – Oak Grove Deacons 

Save the Date! Oak Grove Young Adults 

If you’re in your late teens or early twenties, we’d love to see you. Join Pastor Mary and Oak 

Grove Youth Ministry folks on Sunday, Dec. 28. We’re excited to give you all some time to 

reconnect with each other! More details to come. RSVP to pastor Mary (mkoon@oakgrv.org); 

helpful but not required!  
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SUNDAYS 

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for 

informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

We will meet in the Fireside Room. Unable to 

be here in person? Join us via Zoom at: 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith. 

Nov. 30, Dec. 7, & Dec. 14: An ongoing study 

of the book of Revelation for Advent, the 

weeks when we hope and wait for Jesus to 

enter into the world.  

Study materials will include options both for 

short readings and short videos or podcasts. 

Look for information and materials in the narthex 

or the church office. 

Adult Faith Formation will be on hiatus  

Dec. 21, 2025 through Jan. 4, 2026. 

 

Coming  up in January: 

Jan. 11: Year of the Bible Wrap Up! 

Jan. 18: Siblings in the Bible, Part 1, Mary Pol 

Jan. 25: Siblings in the Bible, Part 2, Mary Pol 

Adult Faith Formation 

(WoW!) Wonderful on Wednesdays  
Join us Wednesday evenings for a time  

of fellowship, learning and music. Each meal 

includes salad and dessert. 

The suggested meal donation is $7 for adults 

and $4 for children with a max of $20 per 

family. No reservations are needed.  

• 5:00–5:45 pm: Youth Chime Choir 

(ages 8 & up): Community room 

• 5:45–6:15 pm: Dinner 

• 6:15–6:30 pm: Children’s Choir 

(K–5th Grade); Choir room 

• 6:30–7:00 pm: Education for all ages 

• 7:15–8:15 pm: Chancel Choir; 

Choir room 

WoW menu for December: 

Dec. 3: Lasagna 

Dec. 10: Stir-Fry 

 

WoW will be on hiatus  

Dec. 17, 2025, through Jan. 7, 2026. 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-adult-faith
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Tea for Caregivers: Dec. 23 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30–11:30 am 

This monthly gathering in the chapel for 

caregivers is a time for those who are caring 

for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and 

share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is 

a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Dec. hiatus 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon 

We meet monthly at church. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. All who love 

to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Ladies Who Lunch: Dec. 17 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the 

book Three Ordinary Girls by Tim Brady. 

Plan to bring your own bag lunch, beverages 

will be provided. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Mary. 

Singles Fellowship: Dec. 8 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647). 

Soul Sisters: Dec. 8 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to 

check in and share fellowship and support. 

All women are invited, no need to RSVP. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Dec. 2 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron 

Dubis (612-868-9194). 

Spiritual Book Club: Dec. 3 
First Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and 

develop our spirituality. We will discuss the 

book Fierce: Women of the Bible and Their 

Stories by Alice Conor. Please plan to eat 

lunch prior to the meeting. Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Listening Group: Dec. 8 & 22 
2nd & 4th Monday (1–2:30 pm) 

Join us for a time of deep listening – to one 

another, ourselves, and to God – without 

judgment or interruption. We talk, never  

obligatory but by invitation, and listen. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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We wish to thank our church family for all of the love and support we received  

at the wedding. What a glorious event! We are very grateful to Pastor Mary,  

Sue Gjerset, Judy Cooper and all the many people who coordinated the event, 

ushered, provided SLV skills, set up tables, helped park cars, served refreshments, 

and generally made this a smooth and meaningful day! Thanks to the MANY of 

you who filled the sanctuary with love and were part of the beloved great cloud 

of witnesses. It was amazing! – CeCe & Dan Nedrud, and Anne & Larry Klueh 

A note of appreciation 

A 
s we approach the 2025 Christmas 

season, Oasis for Youth will again 

be collecting donations of holiday gifts.  

With your continuing support, Oasis provides 

gifts, hygiene products, and a holiday meal to 

over 100 youth every year. It means the 

world to young people to receive gifts from 

caring community members. Between now 

and Friday, Dec. 12, you can drop your donation 

in a container in the Narthex labeled Oasis 

for Youth Holiday Donations. 

Particular needs include: 

• New, unwrapped toys suitable for  

ages 0-10 

• $25 Target or Cub gift cards  

(most needed!) 

• Hygiene items 

• Holiday cookies and candy 

• Monetary donations to Oasis for Youth 

You can pick up a “mini-flyer” next to the  

donation box in the Narthex to help remind 

yourself of what’s needed. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your 

generous ongoing support for this annual appeal. 

Oasis for Youth 

Annual Holiday Gift Donations 


