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Mission Trip to Omaha: Oct. 511, 2025

Participants: Bart Roush, Patty Nail, Bob Gerdes,
Bev & Scott Bliss, Cathy Colborn, Al & Sue
Greimel, Paul Schalekamp, and Wayne Vaughn

Organizers: Omaha Rapid Response, Rapid
Response America (Blair NE), Presbyterian
Church of the Cross (Omaha NE)

The Omaha Rapid Response (ORR) organization
has responded to natural disasters across the
world for over 25 years. They equip teams with
the tools and knowledge to assist in the cleanup
and rebuilding efforts, both from a physical
standpoint, and an emotional one. With the
devastating storms of April 2024, Presbyterian
Church of the Cross (PCOC) partnered with
Omaha Rapid Response (via the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance agency) to house work
teams in their lower level. Since we arrived in
Omaha 18 months after the storms, most of the
cleanup had been completed by previous teams,
however there was still work to be done.

Following the Blessing on Sunday, Oct 5, 10
Oak Grovers headed for Omaha in three vehicles
packed with food and belongings for a week
away from home. After a picnic lunch at the Top
of lowa and another stop for gas, we arrived at
PCOC only to find the parking lot packed! Who
knew they had Sunday Night Concerts? Our Host
graciously welcomed us, showed us to our
rooms— one for the six guys, and another for the
four gals — each equipped with air mattresses,
pillows, linens, blankets, towels, folding chairs,
power strips, and night lights.

They gave us a tour (supply rooms, bathrooms,
showers, gathering area, kitchen), and directions
for pizza! The rain came with the pizza, and although
it didn’t stop until late Monday afternoon, that
was OK. We spent the night in the comforts of
the church, ate breakfast in the morning (thanks
to Patty!), and headed to the work site in our rain
gear, where we were welcomed by ORR. Knowing
that rain was in the forecast, they had the training
videos ready to go (chain saw safety), after
which we’d prepare the tools for Tuesday
(sharpening and tensioning chain saw blades,
gassing up the saws and topping off the oil).
Lunch was provided, and when the rain let up,
we were given a tour of the facility, including the
areas where we’d be working. Then it was back
to PCOC, where Patty had a pasta dinner waiting
for us! We ended the night with walks, games,
Duolingo, showers, and bedtime reading.

Tuesday and Wednesday were our on-site workdays
at ORR. Cutting trees with our newly acquired
chain saw safety training (chaps, hard hats, eye
protection, hearing protection, use of the chain
brake!), clearing the logs and hauling debris,
much by hand, but also using the skid steers
(Yoda & Mini Yoda), shoveling/raking stone, and
maintaining the equipment.

From 9:00 am until noon we were surrounded by
the sounds of chain saws buzzing and heavy
equipment beeping. Lunch was back in the
conference room, where videos of epic Chain
Saw Fails were awaiting our viewing! While
these were intended for amusement, they were
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MISSION TRIP CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gentle reminders of the dangers of carelessness!
After lunch, it was another three hours in the
field before cleanup and heading “home”
Again, Patty had dinner waiting for us, then
our “normal” evening/nighttime rituals!

Thursday was a day off for everyone, as we
enjoyed a day at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo
and Aquarium (#1 in the U.S.). Clearly a
“‘must” for anyone in the area! Great weather,
great exhibits, perfect timing (no field trips or
busloads of kids to contend with), and no
PPE required! We raided the fridge upon our
return to finish off all the leftovers!

Friday was our chance to help in the community,
as a woman in nearby Kennard was unable

to pay a tree removal company to finish the
job they’d begun. We cut down five storm-
damaged trees, removed the debris, plus debris
remaining from the previous work, and
cleaned up broken glass, shingles, and deck
boards. We were supposed to head back by
1:00 pm, but no one wanted to leave! And
what a difference when we were done! Back
for lunch, cleaning up the tools, and receiving
our Training Certificates so we’re ready for
our next mission! Thanks to Oak Grove and
the Mission Committee for allowing us to be
the hands and feet of Jesus in the world!

NOVEMBER 2025



4

Golden Spotlight: Barb Bruder

submitted by Priscilla Pearson

Each month a member from our “Golden” age group (90 years plus) is
selected at random to be interviewed. It is a joy to share stories from the
lives of our “golden” members whose lives shine with faith and love.

f | were to describe Barbara Bruder in
l one phrase it would be “A Maker and
Keeper of Memories”. Barb was born in
Minneapolis on January 3, 1933. She grew
up in southwest Minneapolis at 42nd and
Drew Avenue not far from Lake Harriet and
Lake Calhoun, (now called Bde Maka Ska).
She and her friends would walk, often several
times a day, to the lakes to swim or walk
around the lakes.

Barb’s family was fortunate to
have escaped most of the ill £
effects of the Great Depression. 4
They owned two lake cabins,
one on Lake Mille Lacs near

on Big Island on
Minnetonka, so Barb had lots
of opportunities to swim. She &
jokingly says that she spent as
much time under the water as
above it! Barb graduated from Minneapolis
Southwest High School where she sang in
the concert choir and in two operettas, “The
Desert Song” and “The New Moon”.

Barb’s father was chief engineer for the
Boone and Erickson show on WCCO and
worked with Cedric Adams, names that are
familiar to many of Oak Grove’s more mature
members. Barb’s birth was even announced
on the radio! Her dad was also a ham radio
operator, and many mornings Barb would
awaken to the words “over and out” from her
dad at his radio! Her father also worked for
MARS, or the Military Auxiliary Radio System,
relaying phone patches from soldiers during
the war back home to their families. Barb has
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never missed attending the Minnesota State
Fair, and as a child often took the streetcar to
the fairgrounds.

Barb met Bob, the love of her life, at a
temperance camp they attended. Bob served
with the U.S. Infantry in Japan from 1950-
1952 during the Korean war. They were married
on May 5, 1951, at Riverside Presbyterian
Church in Minneapolis and were married for
69 years! Interesting fact, while Bob
was overseas for 1-1/2 years, their
first child was born and he was
notified by telegram that he
had a baby girl.

®in 1953 they moved to
¥ Bloomington and bought a
' house next to the Poor Clare
¥ Monastery. They and their four
children enjoyed getting to know
the nuns and often enjoyed potluck
suppers and other activities together.
Barb and Bob joined Oak Grove Presbyterian
Church in 1959. Their love of children led
them to foster more than 20 newborns and
older children, raising two of them as their
own. Never idle, Barb also worked as a cook
at three Bloomington secondary schools,
earning the famous school bell award at her
retirement recognizing her years of service.

The Bruders loved camping and travel. Taking
advantage of the perks of Bob’s employment
with the railroad, they and their children visited
many American cities by train. Barb and Bob
traveled to Europe many times and enjoyed
visiting Denmark often. Bob had traced his
father’s family tree back to the 1600s in Denmark.
They traveled to the Hawaiian Islands with
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the Bloomington Swirlers square dance
group and danced on most of the islands!
This trip led to their wintering in Hawaii for
over 30 years!

Barb and Bob were thrilled to welcome seven
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren
into their lives whom they supported by
attending countless sporting events, school
concerts, and other activities through the years.

Family and making memories with and for
them has been the foundation of Barb’s life.
She has kept and categorized all 1,400 letters
Bob and Barb ever wrote to each other, as
well as thousands of photographs neatly
organized into dozens of albums. She has
written special cards and given plaques to
many family members through the years.

And somehow, she has made time to pursue
hobbies like knitting, crocheting, sewing,
photography, playing Bridge and bocce ball,
doll collecting and working spring and fall at
Clearwater Forest for many years to help
with all kinds of maintenance, and also
volunteered at Loaves & Fishes.

Barb and Bob lived in their family home for
55 years, and in 2005 they moved into Applewood
Pointe on 83rd and Lyndale Avenue where
Barb presently lives. Bob passed away during
the pandemic.

Through the years Christ has always been at
the center of her life and of her family’s. Barb
has lived and continues to live a very busy
and fulfilling life!

Oak Grove Fall Clean-up Day

Saturday, Nov. 8 (9 am to Noon)

We will be cleaning up the church grounds to get

them ready for the winter season.

We will be raking and bagging leaves, trimming

bushes, and doing some window cleaning.
Please bring a rake, a pair of gloves and other
trimming tools. Snacks and liberal breaks will
be provided.

Come for all or part of the morning, whatever your
schedule allows. Your help is greatly appreciated

by the Building & Operations Committee.

NOVEMBER 2025
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Thank You for Your Pledge!

prayerfully consider your gifts and Oak Grove's mission into next year and beyond!
turn in your pledges for 2026. Our

mission to do justice, love kindness and walk

humbly with God is not possible without your

support and your gifts. Community is at the

heart of our mission and ministry work - your ACT JUSTLy

commitment to Oak Grove will help us plan

this mission work and ministry in our community LOVE Wfk & }/
this coming year. b AL..K //UMKL,V

If you haven't pledged yet, it's not too late.
You can call the church office (952-888-4621)
or pledge online at https://oakgrv.org/pledge.
Even if you use an automatic withdrawal service
for your giving, please send us a pledge card
or fill out the online form to let us know your
intentions for next year.

Trunk or Treat!

A little rain and blustery weather didn't prevent Oak Grove from having a fabulous Trunk or
Treat on Saturday, Oct. 25. Trunks were open and there were plenty of treats, games, great
costumes, and big smiles. Thanks to everyone who came out!

Thank you all for taking the time to Thank you again for your continued support of
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Alternative Christmas Marketplace

Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025

] / ou will again be receiving a Giving
Catalog in the mail around the middle
of November to think about what
you might like to support. We continue to get
positive comments about having the catalog

sent to your home so that families have time
to discuss what the family might like to support.

¢ You can simply make your choices, and
mail the order form, and payment in the
envelope provided. If you choose this
option, please return to Oak Grove by
Friday, Dec. 5.

e Alternatively, you can bring the order form
with your payment to church on Sunday,
Dec. 7, when we will have a live marketplace
in the social hall. During this time, there
will be coffee and cinnamon rolls to enjoy
as well as some entertainment from our
very own Oak Grovers.

The event on Sunday will be very much like it
was last year, with those who want to share
their talents in the kitchen by donating baked
goods, jams, pickles, or other edibles.

We would like to make a special request
again this year for Christmas Cookies and
other holiday treats. We will also be selling
coffee from Guatemala.

It is our plan to have hand crafted items for
sale again this year. There will be NO SILENT
AUCTION, everything will be priced. We
hope all you crafters will have lots of hand-
made items for us to buy as Christmas gifts,
or just for ourselves.

Questions? Contact Sharon Nolte (952-884-
1014 or sharonnolte@yahoo.com)

Presbyterian Women Bake Sale

A big “Thank You” from the Presbyterian

Women to all who baked goodies for our
annual sale held on Sunday, Oct. 5.

Thanks to everyone who bought and/or
donated money, we raised $366 which will

be used for our mission giving, especially

those organizations benefiting women and

children.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN
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Woodcutting at Clearwater Forest
Saturday, Sept. 27, 2025
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Golden Harvest Dinner
Sunday, Oct. 12, 2025

A huge thanks to the Deacons for hosting a beautiful Golden Harvest celebration. It was a
delight to welcome so many of our members 80 years and older to enjoy a delicious turkey
dinner and music from our amazing singers. The Deacons want to thank everyone who
served, planned, called, and helped make the day so very special.

NOVEMBER 2025
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Oak Grove Happenings...

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Every Thursday at 7:30 am

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of
fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The
group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American
Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions?
Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138.

Adult Bible Study:
Every Thursday at Noon

Join us via Zoom for Bible study to look at
the scripture that will be the basis for the
sermon the following Sunday. No pre-reading
is necessary. We will read the scripture
together and then dive in.

Creative Hands Across the River Crafters:
Saturday, Nov. 8 (9 am to noon)

Attention Creative People! Come to Creative
Hands Across the River Crafters in the social hall
at Oak Grove. Bring your knitting, crocheting,
quilting, or other craft projects to work on and
enjoy camaraderie with friendly crafters from
Presbyterian Church of the Apostles and Oak
Grove Church. Questions? Contact Ruth
Dukelow (952-923-0799). We hope to see
you there!

Oak Rovers Potluck & Annual Meeting:
Friday, Nov. 14

Join us at Oak Grove for a potluck dinner at
noon, followed by our annual meeting 1-2:00 pm
to recap 2025 and discuss plans for 2026.
We will begin setting up at 11:00 am in the
social hall. Sign up at church. Questions?
Contact Patsy Fisk (952-977-9900).
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Pastor Appreciation Month

Pastors Bart, Erica, and Mary thank you for
your generous expressions of gratitude and
support during Pastor Appreciation Month.
The cake celebration was a lot of fun, too.
Please know that we are thankful for all of
you and that it is a joy to serve at Oak Grove!

Volunteer Opportunity

Our friends at Liberty Church, Minneapolis,
are requesting time from interested individuals
to join their after-school program to be a
reading buddy/tutor! Volunteers will be paired
1:1 and guidance provided by staff. The request is
for 3-4:00 pm, at least once per week, Monday
—Thursday.

Might Oak Grove have a few folks who would
enjoy building these relationships? Perhaps
carpooling to their 3700 Bryant location? If
interested or to learn more, feel free to contact
Kathy Howell or Joyce Reinke.

Give to the Max Day:
Thursday, Nov. 20, 2025

Each year thousands of donors across our
state rally around their favorite charities during
this event to make gifts that increase the well-
being of our communities. Early giving starts
on Nov. 1. For more information, visit

GiveMN.org.


https://www.givemn.org

Children’s & Youth Ministries

CHILDREN

Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am: Grades PreK-5 all
start together in the community room (lower
level near the choir room) at 9:30 am.
Depending on the Sunday, they remain
together for learming and activities that introduce
them to the people and practices of the
church community or they split into groups
for age-specific learning and activities (PreK—
Grade 2 in room 3, Grade 3-5 in Room 4).

Children’s Church for ages 3-PreK meets
after the “Time for the Young and the Young
at Heart” during worship except on Communion
Sundays (the first Sunday of the month), Holiday
breaks, and Easter Sunday. Brandy and Aniji,
our nursery staff, will welcome these children
to the nursery and tell them a Bible story told
in a way younger children can understand,
and another story book that fits with the Bible
story theme.

We hope that children ages kindergarten
and up will remain with us in worship in the
sanctuary. They are not the church of the future:
they are the church of now, and we value
their full presence with us. If they need to
leave the sanctuary to find a space to do
something different, we ask that a responsible
adult accompany them.

Save the Dates!

e Saturday, Dec. 13: Parents Day Out
e Sunday, Dec. 14: Christmas Pageant

YOUTH

On Sundays, youth (grades 6-12) may join
Laura Orr and other volunteers in room 5
(lower level) for a Sunday School class from
9:30-10:15 am.

Upcoming Event

Sunday, Nov 2: High School students,
grades 9-12, are invited to join Pastor Erica
for lunch out after worship.

NOVEMBER 2025



Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer

Through 2025 YTD Actual vs Budget 2024 YTD
Sept. 30, 2025 Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals
Income YTD $593,148 $600,686 ($7,538) $571,224
Expense YTD $604,593 $608,696 $4,104 $572,941
Income — Exp ($11,444) ($8,010) ($3,434) ($1,717)

Financial Summary:

September income was $1.2K higher than budget, while expenses were under by
$838 (Building & Operations $1.3K — new fridge). The yearly deficit of $11.4K is $3.4K
more than expected. The good news is that we did much better than last year, plus
$22K of B&O expenses will be covered by Long Term Building Maintenance funds.

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years

Larry & Priscilla \ |
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S Wahtera | S Johnson |
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Condolences to Family and Friends of:

Jim Shannon (Oct. 8) at the age of 89.

Linda Obrycki (Oct. 16), at the age of 77; mother of Kara

Greimel, Sue & Al's daughter-in-law.

REMINDER: Turn your clocks back!

Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 am on Sunday, Nov. 2,
so be sure to set your clocks BACK one hour before
going to sleep Saturday night.

’'Y.Y. November Birthdays ' Y.Y,
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1—-21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.

2: Alice Hawks (97), Sonya Butler,
Brian Enderlein, Bob Heise

3: Jackson Krey (8), Ginny Mitchell (87)

5: Marilyn Eidem (88), Carol Osweiler,
Cassie Snyder, David Wilkens

6:Leah Meyer
7:Frank Kelly (7)

8: Dan Mitchell (87), Tom Juhnke,
Stasia Norris

9: Aiden Krentz (7), Carol Long
10: Evan Wilkens (21)

12: Kathy Hansen, Cody Hendricks,
Erica Schemper

13:Karyn Arazi
14: Paige Ferguson, Elise Kelly

15: Brayton Montcho (9)

16:1zzy Ham (9)

17:Diane Prosser, Shawn Wimberly

18: Terrie Hall, Randy Johnson

19: Mary Hawes

21:Hudson Knapp (7), Mitzi Pickard (100)

22:Courtney Ramirez, Ella Snyder
23:Adam Wilkens

25: Jean Helmick

26: Gus Gillies (17)

28:LeRoy Horn (87), Nathaniel Myers (18),
29: Jan Carter (86), Bob Hendricks

30:Dick Fields (85), Jeanne Goodwin (87)

NOVEMBER 2025
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Adult Faith Formation

SUNDAYS

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for
informative, faith-filled speakers and topics.
We will meet in the Fireside Room most often.

Nov. 2: Ben Whalen, Metro Congregational
Organizer for ISAIAH: a state-wide, multiracial
group of faith communities, barbershops,
childcare centers and more fighting for racial
and economic justice in Minnesota.https://
www.isaiahmn.org

Nov. 9: Pastor Bart, Year of the Bible: Bart
will be talking to us about the book of James.
This epistle has a fascinating way of being in
dialogue with other parts of the New Testament.
Come hear about how it challenges us!

Nov. 16: Bill Davnie, presenting on the history
of Christianity and forms of government
throughout history, and right up to contemporary
efforts to make a defense for a non-
sectarian, Democratic form of government
based on the Christian idea that all humans
are image-bearers of God.

Nov. 23: An introduction to the book of
Revelation by one of the Oak Grove pastors.

Nov. 30, Dec. 7, & Dec. 14: An ongoing study
of the book of Revelation for Advent. Did you
know the book of Revelation has a tradition
as an Advent text?!?

(WoW!) Wonderful on Wednesdays

Join us Wednesday evenings for a time
of fellowship, learning and music. WoW!
at Oak Grove runs every Wednesday in
November except for Nov. 26.

Each meal includes salad and dessert. The
suggested meal donation is $7 for adults and
$4 for children with a max of $20 per family.
No reservations are needed.

e 5:00-5:45 pm: Youth Chime Choir
(ages 8 & up): Community room
e 5:45-6:15 pm: Dinner

e 6:15-6:30 pm: Children’s Choir
(K=5th Grade); Choir room

e 6:30-7:00 pm: Education for all ages

e 7:15-8:15 pm: Chancel Choir;
Choir room
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On Nov. 19, children, youth, and adults will
stay together for an inter-generational activity.
We're planning a small, onsite service project
for some of Oak Grove’s non-profit partners.
We ask that adults accompany and join their
children and youth in the activity that evening.

WoW menu for November:
Nov. 5: Baked Potato Bar & Chili
Nov. 12: Grilled Cheese & Tomato Soup

Nov. 19: Turkey & Fixings
Nov. 26: No WoW—Thanksgiving Holiday


https://www.isaiahmn.org

Fellowship Opportunities

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.

Men’s Fellowship: Nov. 4
First Tuesday at Noon

Join us for "Burgers ‘'n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W OId Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron
Dubis (612-868-9194).

Listening Group: Nov. 10 & 24
2nd & 4th Monday (1-2:30 pm)

Join us for a time of deep listening — to one
another, ourselves, and to God — without
judgment or interruption. We talk, never
obligatory but by invitation, and listen.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Soul Sisters: Nov. 10
Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Please join us at Oak Grove for a time to
check in and share fellowship and support.
All women are invited, no need to RSVP.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Nov. 25
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon

We meet monthly at church. The patterns,
yarn and needles are provided. All who love
to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions?
Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449).

Spiritual Book Club: Nov. 5
First Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and
develop our spirituality. We will discuss the
book Life of the Beloved by Henri Nouwen.
Please plan to eat lunch prior to the meeting.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary.

Singles Fellowship: Nov. 10
Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W OId Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP. Questions?
Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647).

Ladies Who Lunch: Nov. 19
Third Wednesday at Noon

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the
book The Women by Kristin Hannah. Plan
to bring your own bag lunch, beverages will
be provided. Questions? Contact Pastor
Mary.

Tea for Caregivers: Nov. 25
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30-11:30 am

This monthly gathering in the chapel for
caregivers is a time for those who are caring
for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and
share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is
a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact
Pastor Mary.

NOVEMBER 2025
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Oak Grove’s Women’s Retreat

Friday — Sunday, January 16-18, 2026
Presbyterian Clearwater Forest, Leaning Tree Lodge

Please join us for a weekend of renewal, connection, fun, and
learning at Clearwater Forest. Our speaker this year is the writer,
speaker, group facilitator, singer, and former Oak Grover,
Catherine Wilson. With over 40 years of experience leading
retreats, Catherine will speak on “Finding Solid Ground in a
Changing World.” Catherine is authentic, engaging, and insightful.
She has recently published a memoir of poetry and commentary,
which will be available to purchase at the retreat. We are confident
that you will find the weekend just what is needed in early winter!

Women are encouraged to bring books, knitting, games, etc. We'll have plenty of unscheduled
time for playing games, being outdoors, or chatting in front of a fire. We'll have all our meals
at Leaning Tree Lodge and bring snacks to share. All women are invited! The cost is $120,
and scholarships are available. Please sign up online or at church. For more information,
contact Pastor Mary (mkoon@oakgrv.org) or Sue Greimel (sue.greimel@gmail.com). To
learn more about Catherine, go to her website: www.groundedvisions.com.

Register at: https://bit.ly/ogpc-womens-retreat-2026

Honor Flight: Jack Kley

Jack Kley participated in the Twin Cities Honor Flight to Washington D.C. on Monday,

Oct. 6, 2025, to recognize his service in the Army. Honor Flight is a non-profit program that
transports U.S. veterans, with priority given to World War I, Korean War, and Vietnam War
veterans or those with terminal illnesses, to Washington, D.C., to visit their memorials at no
cost. The trips are funded by donations and are volunteer-run, covering costs for guardians
who escort the veterans.

“Thank you” is not enough to say for the support you gave me on my Veteran’s Honor Flight
to Washington D.C. on Oct. 6, 2025. The “Mail Call” cards were a special surprise and greatly
appreciated. We had a photographer from WCCO on the flight and his work was shown on
television. His article can be read here: https://cbsn.ws/4hrcpcF. Every veteran should have

that opportunity and | will do what | can to encourage others to submit the documentation
required. — Jack Kley
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