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Sacred Settlement Update 

T 
he Oak Grove Housing & Economic 

Justice Committee, along with our Sacred 

Settlement Discernment Team, are  

continuing to determine how we, as a church, 

should respond to the homelessness crisis in our 

community. We are now about nine months into 

a discernment process to help us decide whether 

one of our commitments to alleviating homelessness 

should include planting a “Sacred Settlement” at 

our church. 

A Sacred Settlement is a grouping of tiny homes 

on church property that follows a Minnesota 

State Statute (Section 327.30(1)(g)) and provides 

“permanent housing for chronically homeless 

persons, extremely low-income persons, and 

designated volunteers.” The tiny homes are  

intended for permanent year-round occupancy 

and meet rigid requirements that address the 

construction of the homes to ensure the safety 

and comfort of residents. 

There are currently two Sacred Settlements in 

the Twin Cities, one at Mosaic Community 

Church in St. Paul with six tiny homes, and one 

at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Roseville 

with three tiny homes, with plans to add additional 

homes in the near future contingent on lining up 

sufficient funds and staffing for the expansion. A 

third Sacred Settlement at Church of the Open 

Door will open in Maple Grove in 2027 with 12 

tiny homes. 

In making a decision to grow their Sacred Settlement, 

Prince of Peace Lutheran has demonstrated 

clearly their embrace of the “Full Community” 

model for alleviating homelessness by providing 

high-quality permanent homes and supportive 

“family” for the chronically unhoused. Prince of 

Peace, a traditional main-line suburban church 

with around 450 members, has nearly three years 

of experience hosting their Sacred Settlement. 

The discernment process at Oak Grove is  

presently focusing on obtaining information to 

respond to questions and concerns that were 

raised at the various “Town Hall” meetings held 

earlier this year. It is no surprise that the questions 

raised at these meetings were ones that we ALL 

have: parking, overall costs to the church, volunteer 

needs, the process for choosing the neighbors, 

the tenant/landlord relationship, rules and policies 

that residents must abide by, and potential impacts 

on Oasis. Over the spring and summer, we have 

been compiling information to answer these 

questions. 

In addition, on October 12, we will have the  

opportunity to hear from two people intimately 

involved with Sacred Settlements. Ricky Campbell 

serves as a coordinator and property manager 

(along with his wife Merideth) at Mosaic. Pastor 

Rose Larson is the Pastor for Missional Living at 

Open Door, and also was an intentional neighbor, 

living in one of the tiny homes at Mosiac for a 

number of years. They will both join us at 9:00 am 

that morning to talk about their experience with 

Sacred Settlements, the good and the challenging, 

as well as provide a time for us to ask questions. 

and address our questions. Pastor Rose will also 

offer the sermon during worship. 

 



2 OAK LEAVES 

In this issue… OAK LEAVES 
Official publication of Oak 

Grove Presbyterian Church  

is published monthly. 

 

 

 

Oak Grove Staff 

Ministers: the 407 members 

 

Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Bart Roush 

broush@oakgrv.org 

 

Pastor for  

Congregational Care 

Rev. Mary Koon 

mkoon@oakgrv.org 

 

Pastor for  

Congregational Education 

Rev. Erica Schemper 

eschemper@oakgrv.org 

 

Director of Music 

Judy Cooper 

jcooper@oakgrv.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Sue Gjerset 

sgjerset@oakgrv.org 

 

Accountant 

Laura Nemcek 

lnemcek@oakgrv.org 

 

Organist: Nancy Jensen 

 

Treasurer: Sue Greimel 

treasurer@oakgrv.org 

 

Custodians 

Martinalan Smith 

Bear Brown 

 

 

2025 Per Capita: $40.00 

Oak Grove Presbyterian 
2200 W Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington MN 55431 

Phone: 952-888-4621 

E-mail: ogpc@oakgrv.org 

Website: www.oakgrv.org 

Office Hours 

9:00 am–3:00 pm (Monday–Friday) 

Sacred Settlement Update ............................ 1 

Commitment Sunday .................................... 3 

Housing Corner ............................................ 4 

Presbyterian Women Bake Sale ................... 4 

Mission Corner: Loaves & Fishes ................. 5 

Fall Clean-up Day ......................................... 5 

Oak Grove & Community Happenings .......... 6 

Children’s & Youth Ministries ........................ 7 

Financials ..................................................... 8 

Congregation News .................................. 8–9 

Coated in Love ............................................. 9 

Adult Faith Formation ................................. 10 

Wonderful on Wednesdays (WoW!) ............ 10 

Fellowship Opportunities ............................ 11 

Carrie Newcomer Workshop/Retreat .......... 12 

Loving God… Changing Lives! 



3 OCTOBER 2025 

SACRED SETTLEMENT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

In addition, we invite anyone from Oak Grove 

to tour the Sacred Settlement community at 

Mosaic on Saturday, Oct. 11 at 3:00 pm. 

There will be an additional tour later in the 

month or in November. There is a sign up for 

the tours with specifics about getting to the 

location in the narthex (the hallway outside of 

the sanctuary). 

More information about the Sacred Settlements 

at Mosaic and Prince of Peace churches, 

and the planned Sacred Settlement at 

Church of the Open Door were highlighted in 

a front page, “above the fold” article in the 

Minnesota Star Tribune newspaper on  

Sunday, Sept. 7. This article also included 

information about Settled, the local 

(Maplewood) nonprofit organization that developed 

the “Full Community Model” that is the basis 

for these Sacred Settlements, and that helps 

churches that wish to plant a Sacred Settlement. 

You can find a link to this article on the Minnesota 

Star Tribune web site using the search terms 

“Sacred Settlement.” 

If you have any other questions about  

Sacred Settlements, please feel free to reach 

out to any member of the discernment team 

(Pastor Bart, Bev Bliss, Bob Gerdes, Sue 

Greimel, Anne Klueh, and Bill Pomroy), or 

the Housing & Economic Justice Committee 

(Pastor Bart, Bev Bliss, Carol Long, Joey 

Oslund, Dawn Acker, Paul Schalekamp, and 

Bill Pomroy). 

Friends, as you think ahead to 2026, prayerfully 

consider how you give your time, talents and 

treasures to Oak Grove. Our church family is 

a light in our community and beyond, providing 

many important ministries, mission work, and 

fellowship to those in need. And we cannot 

do these ministries without your help. 

You will be receiving a 2026 pledge brochure 

in the mail shortly. Please consider making a  

financial gift, and bring your pledge card to 

church on Commitment Sunday, Oct. 26, or 

pledge online at oakgrv.org/pledge. Thank 

you all for your continued support of Oak 

Grove! 

 

Remember that pledges are used for budgeting 

purposes only and are not a financial commitment. 

You are free to adjust your giving at any time. 

Oak Grove Gifts & Gratitude Committee 

Commitment Sunday, Oct. 26 

https://oakgrv.org/pledge
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Housing Corner 

T 
he Housing & Economic Justice 

Committee has been busy!. Committee 

members made 75 bag lunches for 

the homeless shelter at First Covenant 

Church in downtown Minneapolis and also 

participated in a tour of “The Valiance,” a 

brand new—not quite open yet—combined 

homeless shelter and “deeply affordable”  

(rent set at 30% of a tenant’s income) apartment 

building near Lake Street and Hiawatha Avenue 

in south Minneapolis. 

The Valiance is a joint effort of Agate Housing + 

Services and Trellis Housing. It is a four-story 

building with two floors of shelter beds (54 in 

all) for homeless women, and two floors of 

affordable apartments (50 in all) that will provide 

permanent homes for previously homeless 

folks. The shelter is operated by Agate and 

the apartments are managed by Trellis. The 

Grand Opening of The Valiance is Thursday, 

Oct. 9. if you would like to attend (RSVP  

required) and tour the building, please visit: 

https://agatemn.org/shelter/. 

Committee members also participated in a 

focus group discussion of the criminalization 

of homelessness in the United States. This 

discussion was led by staff from Agate and 

included their street outreach program  

manager. The discussion drew about 20 folks 

from the community as well as our Housing & 

Economic Justice Committee members and 

was held at Oak Grove. 

The Presbyterian Women will host a bake sale on Sunday, 

Oct. 5 (9–10:30 am and following worship) to raise 

money for our mission projects. A recent beneficiary was 

Rural Health Care Initiative (RHCI) which works to  

improve health and nutrition for women and children in  

Sierra Leone.  

We are asking the congregation to contribute by bringing 

baked goods (homemade or bought) for us to sell. Please 

bring your items, individually wrapped, to the church on 

Saturday, Oct. 4 (10 am–noon) or Sunday, Oct. 5 (before 

8:30 am). 

Payment options are cash or check only. Questions?  

Contact Jody Milton (612-730-3962). Thank you! 

Presbyterian Women Bake Sale 

https://agatemn.org/shelter/
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Oak Grove Fall Clean-up Day 

Saturday, Nov. 8 (9 am to Noon) 

We will be cleaning up the church grounds to get 

them ready for the winter season. 

We will be raking and bagging leaves, trimming 

bushes, and doing some window cleaning. 

Please bring a rake, a pair of gloves and other 

trimming tools. Snacks and liberal breaks will  

be provided. 

Come for all or part of the morning, whatever your 

schedule allows. Your help is greatly appreciated 

by the Building & Operations Committee. 

Mission Corner 

L 
oaves & Fishes serves communities 

throughout the state of Minnesota. 

Their mission is to provide FREE 

healthy meals to Minnesotans living in areas 

where the need is greatest. In 2024 they provided 

nearly 6.9+ million meals and rescued over 

15.3+ million pounds of food here in Minnesota. 

Their food rescue program (acceptance of 

food that would otherwise be discarded) partners 

with Fresh Food Connect (a free app that 

empowers home gardeners to donate fresh 

produce to local hunger relief efforts), Amazon, 

Reichel Foods, Target, Cub, Walmart, and 

Starbucks, as well as the Minneapolis- 

St. Paul International Airport, local stores, 

manufacturers, distributors, and schools. 

Loaves & Fishes believes all people, regardless 

of socioeconomic, cultural, religious, or ethnic 

background, deserve to have their needs met 

for food, dignity, and respect. Therefore, 

there are no requirements to qualify for 

meals. 

People receiving meals in Bloomington can 

drive by Christ the King Lutheran (8600 

Fremont Ave S) between 5:00–6:00 pm, 

Monday through Friday, and request the 

number of meals they need for that day. At 

this time, they are serving approximately 100 

meals each day. The site coordinator reported 

distributing 16,000 meals to 5,000 guests 

since the beginning of 2025. 

Oak Grove has connected with Loaves & 

Fishes for many years through volunteers as 

well as contributions of money, food and 

space. Nancy Kachel and her team volunteer 

at the local site the first and second Thursday 

of each month. Nancy orders food for their 

two volunteer days from ABC Catering. They 

have seen changes in the program over the 

years. Before the pandemic, all meals were 

served on site. In addition to nutrition, that 

offered fellowship. Following the pandemic, 

the Bloomington site is primarily a drive-by 

and pick-up service. 

In 2025, Oak Grove will contribute $6,497.72 

from the Mission budget to Loaves & Fishes. 

https://www.freshfoodconnect.org
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Oak Grove Happenings… 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American 

Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). Questions? 

Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Adult Bible Study:  

Every Thursday at Noon 

Join us via Zoom for Bible study to look at 

the scripture that will be the basis for the  

sermon the following Sunday. No pre-reading 

is necessary. We will read the scripture  

together and then dive in. 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 

Please join us Sunday, Oct. 19 following worship 

for a cake reception in honor of our three 

wonderful pastors. Also, there will be blank 

cards on a table in the narthex all month for you 

to write messages of thanks and appreciation.  

Liberty Community Church Healing  

Enterprise: Monday, Oct. 13 (5:30–7:00 pm) 

Location: Northside Healing Space (2100 

Emerson Ave N, Minneapolis 55411) 

On behalf of Pastor Alika, please join us for 

appetizers and connection with the Liberty 

community. Learn about Liberty's love-in-

action approach and ways you can invest in 

the well-being, education and prosperity for 

African American families in North Minneapolis 

(i.e., 21st Century Academy and our newest 

HomePlace effort).  

For more information and to RSVP, visit 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-liberty-gather 

 

New Members Inquiry Class & Luncheon:  

Sunday, Oct. 19 (after worship) 

If you are interested in learning more about 

Oak Grove, and/or interested in joining the 

church, please join us for lunch following 

10:30 am worship. We’ll have a time of  

introductions, learn about Oak Grove, its  

ministries and values, and the Presbyterian 

Church USA. Those who wish will be offered 

a tour of the building. If you are interested in 

attending, please contact Sandy Crum  

(952-715-1252 or crumsandy@gmail.com). 

Practicing Gratitude: through Collage, 

Words & Imagery with Gloria Larsen 

Thursday, Nov. 6 (10am–Noon) 

During this group, we will create a collaged 

Gratitude Box to hold what we are grateful 

for. Within this container, we can recognize 

someone, something, moments, nature or 

experiences which we are thankful for. 

Notes, images, or collages can be put in the 

box. When we experience challenging days, 

or when we need to be reminded of what we 

are grateful for, the box will contain what in-

spires us and reminds us of the abundance 

in our lives. 

Collage is a creative medium where no  

previous art experience is ever needed. All 

materials and supplies will be provided. Coffee, 

tea and refreshments will also be provided. 

Registration is limited to 16. To register, call 

the church office (952-888-4621) or Pastor 

Mary by Nov. 1. 

https://bit.ly/ogpc-liberty-gather


7 OCTOBER 2025 

CHILDREN 

Sundays, 9:30–10:15 am: Grades PreK-5 all 

start together in the community room (lower 

level near the choir room) at 9:30. Depending 

on the Sunday, they remain together for 

learning and activities that introduce them to 

the people and practices of the church community 

or they split into groups for age-specific 

learning and activities (PreK–Grade 2 in 

room 3, Grade 3–5 in Room 4). 

Children’s Church for ages 3–PreK meets 

after the “Time for the Young and the Young 

at Heart” during worship except on Communion 

Sundays (the first Sunday of the month), Holiday 

breaks, and Easter Sunday. Brandy and Anji, 

our nursery staff, will welcome these children 

to the nursery and tell them a Bible story told 

in a way younger children can understand, 

and another story book that fits with the Bible 

story theme. 

We hope that children ages kindergarten 

and up will remain with us in worship in the 

sanctuary. They are not the church of the future: 

they are the church of now, and we value 

their full presence with us. If they need to 

leave the sanctuary to find a space to do 

something different, we ask that a responsible 

adult accompany them. 

Upcoming Events 

Trunk or Treat: Saturday, Oct. 25 (10:30 am) 

Come one, come all! Wear a costume, pull 

up your car and provide treats for excited 

trick-or-treaters! We know we’ll have a great 

time. Please plan to arrive by 10:15 am to set 

up in the upper parking lot. If we have more, 

we’ll continue into the lower lot. We hope to 

see you there! 

Save the Dates! 

• Saturday, Dec. 13: Parents Day Out 

• Sunday, Dec. 14: Christmas Pageant 

YOUTH 

On Sundays, youth (grades 6–12) may join 

Laura Orr and other volunteers in room 5 

(lower level) for a Sunday School class from 

9:30–10:15 am. 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, Oct 5: High School students, grades 

9–12, are invited to join Pastor Erica for 

lunch out after worship. 

Children’s & Youth Ministries 
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Through 

August 31, 2025 

2025 YTD Actual vs Budget 2024 YTD 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $544,395 $533,116 ($8,721) $541,281 

Expense YTD $537,044 $540,310 $3,266 $502,354 

Income – Exp $7,350 $12,806 ($5,455 $38,927 

Financial Summary:  

August income was $11.4K lower than budget, while expenses were under by $2.6K 

(Personnel $1K, Building & Operations $.5K, Tech $.4K). The yearly surplus of $7.35K 

is less than expected by $5.5K. The good news is that we’re still on track to meet our 

pledged income goal. 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Bob & Dorothy 

Sorensen 

(66 years on Oct. 24) 

Jill & Ron 

Dubis 

(39 years on Oct. 11) 

Karyn & Mike 

Arazi 

(56 years on Oct. 18) 

Courtney & Mike 

Ramirez 

(10 years on Oct. 31) 

Dale & Jan 

Kidd 

(41 years on Oct. 27) 

Gloria Larsen 

& Gar Nordin 

(51 years on Oct. 26) 
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Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Barb Johnon (Sept. 8) at the age of 83. 

Sue Cavanaugh (Sept. 11) at the age of 79. 

Karolyn Lee (Sept. 16) at the age of 81. 

Isabelle Wideman (Sept. 17) at the of 101. 

October Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 2:  Amy Pittenger 

3:  Mac Davis (86) 

7: Julia Knapp 

8: Brooks Enderlein (6) 

9: Doris Ebeling (89) 

10: Pam Williams 

12: Harper Krentz (12), Nuella Parker (17), 

Mike Arazi 

18: Jeff Olson 

19: Carol McCarthy (93), Ngadhe Philip (18) 

20: Candy Williamson 

21:  Tim Dubis 

22:  Bea Sorenson (93), Ulysses Thomas (10), 

Chris Diller 

23: Penelope Johnson (5), Bev Chadwick 

24:  Ty Flanagan, Kent Oldham 

25:  Catherine Myers (15), Tom Lucic 

26: Judy Moynihan 

28: Samuel Lagani (6), Milo Sundal (9),  

Bev Noble 

29: Luca Chimchirian (6) 

31: Howard Baumgartner (98) 

Oak Grove Coat & Boot Drive for “Coated in Love” 

This fall, Oak Grove Presbyterian is partnering with Coated in Love to support their 3,000 Acts 

of Kindness event on Dec. 8 at the Minneapolis Convention Center. This event provides dignity 

and hope for neighbors experiencing homelessness. 

We’re collecting winter coats, boots, sleeping bags, long underwear, underwear, washcloths, 

feminine products, and pet supplies (men’s items especially needed). Donations will be 

accepted through Nov. 8 in the church lobby. 

Coated in Love prefers new items but will also accept “like new” or gently used items. They 

can buy new items at a discounted price, so a financial donation of $65 will buy one new 

warm winter coat and one pair of warm winter boots for one of the guests. If you prefer, you 

can donate directly through Coated in Love’s Amazon Wish List and have items shipped  

directly. Let’s join together in kindness and help keep our neighbors warm this winter. 

https://www.coatedinlove.org


10 OAK LEAVES 

SUNDAYS 

Join us Sunday mornings (9-10:00 am) for 

informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

We will meet in the Fireside Room most often. 

Oct. 5: Pastor Mary Koon joins us to talk 

about the Psalms. 

Oct. 12: Rev. Rose Larson and Ricky Campbell 

will speak about both the challenges and  

opportunities of having an onsite Sacred  

Settlement. Oak Grove members will be able 

to ask questions about having a settlement 

here. We will meet in the sanctuary 

Oct. 19: Rev. Oby Ballenger, Lead organizer 

for Prism. Prism is a statewide network  

committed to building power for LGBTQ+ 

equality by organizing people and resources 

across Minnesota. Bringing together faith 

communities, allies, and advocates from  

diverse traditions, Prism works to advance a 

shared vision of justice and inclusion for all. 

Oct. 26: Pastor Erica Schemper, Year of the 

Bible, John’s Gospel 

Adult Faith Formation 

(WoW!) Wonderful on Wednesdays  
Join us Wednesday evenings for a time  

of fellowship. WoW! at Oak Grove runs every 

Wednesday in October except for Oct. 15 

(MEA Weekend) Join us for food, fellowship, 

learning, and music.  

Each meal includes salad and dessert. The 

suggested meal donation is $7 for adults and 

$4 for children with a max of $20 per family. 

No reservations are needed.  

• 5:00–5:45 pm: Youth Chime Choir 

(ages 8 & up): Community room 

• 5:45–6:15 pm: Dinner 

• 6:15–6:30 pm: Children’s Choir 

(K–5th Grade); Choir room 

• 6:30–7:00 pm: Education for all ages 

• 7:15–8:15 pm: Chancel Choir; 

Choir room 

On Oct. 29, children, youth, and adults will 

stay together for an inter-generational activity: 

pumpkin decorating and other seasonal fun! 

We ask that adults accompany and join their 

children and youth in the activity that evening. 

See insert for details on menus for October. 
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Tea for Caregivers: Oct. 28 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:30–11:30 am 

This monthly gathering in the chapel for 

caregivers is a time for those who are caring 

for a parent, friend, or spouse to gather and 

share our struggles and joys. Anyone who is 

a caregiver is welcome! Questions? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Oct. 28 
Fourth Tuesday at 10:00 am to Noon 

We meet monthly at church. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. All who love 

to knit or crochet are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel (651-208-7449). 

Ladies Who Lunch: Oct. 15 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to discuss the 

book Remarkably Bright Creature by Shelby 

Van Pelt. Plan to bring your own bag lunch, 

beverages will be provided. Questions? 

Contact Pastor Mary. 

Singles Fellowship: Oct. 13 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Marilyn Eidem (952-835-6647). 

Soul Sisters: Oct. 13 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Please join us this month at the home of 

Pastor Mary for a time to check in and share 

fellowship and support. All women are invited, 

no need to RSVP. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Mary. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Oct. 7 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Ron 

Dubis (612-868-9194). 

Spiritual Book Club: Oct. 1 
First Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at Oak Grove to explore and 

develop our spirituality. We will discuss the 

book The Triumph of Christianity: How a 

Forbidden Religion Swept the World by Bart 

D. Ehrman. Please plan to eat lunch prior to 

the meeting. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Listening Group: Oct. 13 & 27 
2nd & 4th Monday (1–2:30 pm) 

Join us for a time of deep listening – to one 

another, ourselves, and to God – without 

judgment or interruption. We talk, never  

obligatory but by invitation, and listen. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Living into a sustainable hope is getting a 

bead on a true north and then walking toward 

it, living into love is a daily practice, our work 

for a better, kinder world is an orientation not 

a destination.  

Join Carrie and other Oak Grovers from 

10:00 am–1:00 pm on Saturday, Nov. 15 for 

an inspiring retreat called, “The Beautiful Not 

Yet: Hope at the Growing Edge.” There will 

be light refreshments available during the 

workshop. If you have any questions, please 

ask Pastor Bart. Sign up sheets in the hallway 

outside of the sanctuary.  

This mini-retreat led by singer songwriter, 

Carrie Newcomer, will explore maintaining 

hope and our ability to envision during times 

of individual and community challenge. Carrie 

will use music, poetry, reflective writing, small 

and large group conversation to explore the 

personal stories and practices that keep us 

resilient and help us to stay centered in our 

individual and community daily, faithful, and 

life-giving action. 

Participants will consider the things that have 

helped them maintain hope in the past as 

well as ponder if those things are still available 

to us, and if so how we access them. This 

mini retreat does not diminish current and 

historic hardship or injustice, but explores 

how we might hold our individual and  

community challenges with creative and  

life-giving tension, knowing that our work for 

the better world is not just a destination, but a 

daily orientation.  

In the later part of the retreat, we will write a 

song in community based upon the writing 

and conversation of the first half of the workshop. 

This song will be one that is unique to Oak 

Grove and that we will be able to sing together. 

Carrie Newcomer is a Grammy acknowledged 

songwriter and Emmy award winning  

performer and poet. She has 19 nationally 

released albums and three books of poetry. 

She has been called "a prairie mystic" by The 

Boston Globe and someone who "asks all 

the right questions" by The Rolling Stone. 

She has appeared on On Being, PBS Religion 

and Ethics, and recently received The 

Shalem Institute's Contemplative Voices 

Award. She co-hosts The Growing Edge 

Podcast and has led The Growing Edge  

Retreats with author Parker J. Palmer.  

Workshop/Retreat with Carrie Newcomer 
Saturday, Nov. 15 (10am–1:00 pm) at Oak Grove 


