
O 
ctober in Minnesota is a golden month. 

Sunshine reflecting off the orange and 

red leaves creates the colors of warmth. 

Autumn againé how can that be? 

Seasons seem to change more quickly the older 

we get. The on-going cycles of the natural world, all 

ordained by God. All nature, humans, and the divine, 

inextricably bound in a web of interconnected 

beauty and mutuality. We recognize that the  

destruction of our planet has far-reaching  

consequences for all life, and creates ill health, 

poverty, social and economic despair. 

This fall, and every season, we are reminded of 

our role in the protection of this earth. It is our 

privilege and responsibility as followers of Jesus 

to pray and act as we are able. 

The Kenyan political, environmental and social 

activist, Wangari Maathai, says this, ñRepeated 

cycles of this abuse to the environment produce 

poverty, insecurity and desperation. Can we 

honestly ask God to intervene, or do we write 

letters to the relevant ministers of government? 

Do we demonstrate in the streets to register our 

disappointment with poor governance of natural 

resources, or do we ask the angels in Heaven to 

do something about it? Do we make the connection 

between environmental degradation and the 

problems which communities face every day? 

When we make that connection, the God in us will 

move and energize us. It will guide us from apathy 

to action, from being observers to doers, in the 

hope that those actions can make a difference.ò 

May it be so! 

 

(Wangari Maathai quoted in Jeffrey Mark Golliher, ed, and 

Taimalelagi Fagamalama Tuatagaloa-Matalavea, comp, 

Healing Godôs Creation: The Global Anglican Congress on 

the Stewardship of Creation: The Good Shepherd Retreat 

Center, Hartebeesport, South Africa, August 18-23, 2002 

(Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse Publishing, 2004), 146.) 

The Golden Month 

Congregational Meeting: Sunday, Oct. 8 (following worship) 

There will be a very short congregational meeting immediately following worship to elect the  

incoming class of Elders and Deacons. We hope you will join us. 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 

Join us Sunday, Oct. 8 following worship service for an appreciation reception. Come and show 

your support with your presence, verbally and/or with cards or notes. If unable to attend, please 

reach out to Pastors Bart and Mary anytime. 
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The Presbyterian Women will host a bake sale on Sunday, 

Oct. 8 from 9:30 am to noon. This is the fundraiser for our 

mission giving. 

We invite any member to please bring a homemade or 

bought baked item to the church Saturday, Oct. 7 between 

10 am and noon, or Sunday morning by 8:30 am. Please 

have items individually wrapped. Questions? Contact  

Jody Milton (612-730-3962). Thank you so much! 

Presbyterian Women Bake Sale 

The Vanatta Memorial Garden that surrounds 

the Columbarium is a sacred resting place on 

our church grounds for family and friends to 

come and meditate, to remember loved ones 

and to enjoy the beauty of Godôs creation. 

The Columbarium contains 100 niches, 50 

on each side. A niche will hold the cremains 

of one or two people. The size of each niche 

is 8ò x 8ò. Cremains are placed in a bronze 

box within the Columbarium niche. The outside 

plate will have the inscribed name (s), date of 

birth and death of the individual (s). The price 

of a niche is $2,600. 

There is a granite Memorial Wall placed on 

the church building between the nursery door 

and the Sanctuary door in the same area as 

the Columbarium. The price to place the 

name of a loved one (they do not need to be 

deceased) on this wall is $250. There are 

guidelines in place as to who may be placed 

in a niche and also on the Memorial Wall. 

If you are interested in purchasing a niche or 

would like more information, please contact 

Connie Nesbitt at 612-702-0684 or 

nesread@hotmail.com. Additional information 

can be found at https://bit.ly/3DX5JQr. 

Vanatta Memorial Garden 

mailto:nesread@hotmail.com
https://bit.ly/3DX5JQr
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Golden Spotlight: Glenn Pettit 
Submitted by Nancy Kachel 

I 
 wonder how many of you at age 103 will 

be living independently in an apartment? 

Let me introduce you to Glenn Pettit, 

an Oak Grove member since 1969. 

Glenn grew up in St. Louis, Mich. with two 

sisters. He tinkered a lot with wood in his fatherôs 

workshop. That, perhaps, is why he had a 

milling machine in his basement in Bloomington. 

This metal working equipment helped him 

figure out ratios. He was tinkering again. 

He also built a thin metal model 

railroad car wall display and a 

plastic clock. 

Glenn went to college for two 

years in Mount Pleasant, 

Mich. He was then drafted into 

the Air Force where World War 

II and the atomic bomb impacted 

his life. He had a wonderful marriage 

to Phyllis for 77 years. They had three 

children. For 50 years the family enjoyed a 

week at a resort up north each year where 

they created lots of good memories. Glenn 

worked as a chemical industrial engineer by 

self-educating himself along the way. He held 

jobs in Missouri, Illinois and finally moving to 

Bloomington in the 1970ôs. 

Phyllis and Glenn loved entertaining. I reminded 

him of the time the Mod Mids (then known as 

Sturdy Oaks as we aged) arrived to see lots 

of chicken on spits roasting in their driveway. 

What a delicious meal! 

Glenn volunteered with the Monday Morning 

Crew, Oak Groveôs group of volunteer fixer-

uppers, for more than 10 years and he loved 

that opportunity. Family, faith, and small 

church groups were always important to Phyllis 

and Glenn. 

Mac Davis, Bob Heise, Ken Hanson, and 

Glenn were a foursome that played cribbage 

together. Bob said when Ken and Glenn 

played together, they almost always won. 

The Sun Current featured the foursome 

(Glenn and Ken both over 100 years old) one 

day at Nine Mile Creek Brewery when it 

opened. Bob said when they played, each 

had one bottle of beer. Glenn still 

plays two days a week where he 

lives at Presbyterian Summer 

House. 

Oak Grove has a Friend-to-

Friend program which is a way 

to pair up a member with an older 

member who would enjoy phone 

calls, visits, or like Glenn and Mac, 

playing cribbage or other games. This program 

is very meaningful to many. 

Thirty years ago, Glenn saw scratchboard art 

at an art symposium and became hooked. 

This hobby through the years became his 

passion. He estimates he has made more 

than 100 pictures and has even sold a few. It 

takes a lot of talent, patience, and time to 

produce a finished piece. His apartment is 

full of these pictures. I encourage everyone 

to go into the church office and see one of  

his pieces on the wall. He was honored at a 

formal dinner at Summer House last month and 

also a drive-by parade honoring Centenarians. 

Hats off to Glenn! 

We are excited to introduce you to a different ñGoldenò member of our 

congregation each month. Nancy Kachel is leading our interview team, 

as we begin our conversations with people over 100 years ñyoung!ò 
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Every week beautiful flowers grace the Sanctuary. Contributing 

flowers is a way to glorify God and beautify the chancel area. 

The contribution can be in honor of someone, in memory of 

someone who has died, in celebration of milestone events 

(birthdays or anniversaries), or as thanksgiving for friends and 

family. Your dedication will appear in the Sunday bulletin for 

your chosen date. 

There are two arrangements available each Sunday at a cost of $30 each. After 

Sunday service, you are welcome to bring your arrangement home or, if you 

prefer, the Deacons can bring it to someone on the prayer list. Contact Sharon 

Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or urbanfields8@gmail.com to sign up and  

reserve your special date. 

Singles Outing: Friday, Oct. 6 

We will meet at church at 10:45 am and then 

carpool to Sovereign Estates Winery in  

Waconia for lunch and some wine tasting. 

Questions? Contact Sharon Nolte (952-88-1014). 

Save the Date! Saturday, Nov. 4 

Oak Rovers will have a potluck, 5ï8:00 pm, 

at Oak Grove. More details to come! 

VEAP Donations 

We as a church continue to collect donations 

year-round for VEAP, so please take note of 

the collection bin each time you come. There 

will be a sign with suggested donations by 

week of the month, but any and all non-

expired food items are welcome, as well as 

diapers, toilet paper, cleaning items, etc. 

Monetary donations are also always welcome. 

Thank you for being the incredible people 

you are! 

The Deacons' Bench 

Please visit the Deaconsô Bench, located just 

outside the social hall and write a note to 

someone on the prayer list! We have Get 

Well, Sympathy, Birthday, and plain note 

cards. Place the recipient's name on the  

envelope and we will address it (if a church 

member) and mail it for you. This is a beautiful 

way to share Christôs love. 

Calling Oak Grove Volunteers! 

We are in need of more volunteers to help 

with funeral/memorial service refreshments 

and lunches. There is no food preparation as 

everything is provided by the family or caterer. 

The responsibilities include set-up, serving, 

and clean-up. Sign up by calling the church 

office (952-888-4621). Please consider this 

an opportunity for you to help out at Oak 

Groveïno experience needed! 

Oak Grove & Community 

Chancel Flowers 

mailto:urbanfields8@gmail.com
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I 
tôs that time of year again! Oak Grove 

is beginning the process of assembling 

its budget for 2024, and we need your 

help. Please consider your gifts and blessings 

in the past year, and whether you can increase 

your giving for 2024. After prayerful consideration, 

tell us your pledge. 

Our church family is making exciting plans for 

the year ahead, and every pledge helps. So, 

watch the mail for your 2024 pledge card or 

submit your pledge online, available at: 

www.oakgrv.org/pledge/. We will have additional 

pledge cards available for our Commitment 

Sunday service on Oct. 22. 

Remember, a pledge is not a financial commitment; 

this is for budgeting purposes only. If your 

financial situation changes, you are free to 

give less (or more!) as your situation allows. 

 

Thank you for helping Oak Grove grow in 

service! 

Your 2024 Gifts & Gratitude Committee, 

Karen Alonzi, Bill Pomroy, Mary Bowen-

Eggebraaten, Kent Oldham 

October is Pledge Month 

IVC Annual Fundraiser 

Join us for the International Village Clinic (IVC) annual fundraiser in-person again after three 

years of doing so online. The event will be held on Thursday, Oct. 12, 2023 (6ï9:00 pm) at 

the Graduate Hotel (615 Washington Ave SE) on the University of Minnesota campus. 

Social Hour will be 6ï6:45 pm followed by dinner and program at 7:00 pm. The evening  

includes program updates, Indian food, The Saath Indian Dancers, and other surprises. Tickets 

can be purchased online via Eventbrite at: https://bit.ly/3t2uIQ9. 

For more information contact Sharon Nolte at 952-884-1014 or sharonnolte@yahoo.com. 

IVC is dedicated to bringing health and medical services to the poor villages of India.  

To learn more, visit www.villageclinic.org. 

https://www.oakgrv.org/pledge/
https://bit.ly/3t2uIQ9
https://www.villageclinic.org
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Mission Corner: Caf® Juan Ana 

O 
ak Grove Church and the Mission 

Committee support the coffee growers 

in Guatemala through the San Lucas 

Mission. This is the coffee that we sell here 

at church. In addition, we also support a 

number of studentsô education in San Lucas 

through the SLT Scholars Program. 

Congratulations to Caf® Juan Ana! 

Caf® Juan Ana received an "excellent" rating 

and a top five ranking in a recent competition 

hosted by Anacaf®, the Guatemalan National 

Coffee Association. 

Anacaf® is a non-profit organization that represents 

the interests of about 125,000 coffee growers. 

It is responsible for ensuring effective services 

for coffee farmers, to achieve a sustainable 

and competitive coffee industry. For Caf® 

Juan Ana to receive this significant award 

confirms the exceptional product that the 

Mission coffee program produces. 

Edy Morales, Director of Coffee at Caf® Juan 

Ana, stated: ñThe factors that influenced a 

better score were the constant training of our 

operators in the mill, the monitoring of the 

coffee from the plant on the producer's land 

and the practice of a better coffee processing 

and drying system." 

We are grateful to Mission coffee employees 

for continuing to improve the quality of the 

coffee we sell. They work tirelessly to help 

our customers enjoy high-quality coffee with 

excellent flavors, body, and aroma, that rank 

it among the best specialty coffees in the 

world. 

Let's raise our cups and celebrate the Caf® 

Juan Ana team for a job well done! Try this 

outstanding product and share it with a friend 

today! 
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EV Expo 2023 

T 
he Oak Grove EV Expo, held Saturday, 

Sept. 23, was a big success! 

By the numbers: 

¶ 400ï500 attendees 

¶ 99 EV test drives, including the Tesla 

Model Y. Subaru Solterra, Nissan Ariya, 

BMW i6, KIAs and other EVs, provided 

by dealers and the American Lung  

Association. 

¶ 22 EV owners brought their EVs and 

spoke with visitors about their driving 

experiences. 

Eastern Carver County School District 

(Chaska) brought an electric school bus. 

Paula Thomsen and Dan Trajano of MN350 

told people about the climate, health and 

learning benefits of transporting our children 

to school via electric buses rather than 

smelly old diesel buses. Jerry's Do It Best 

Hardware from Valley West allowed people 

to try out electric lawn tools. 

Pdon and Daryl Thayer took apart Pdon's 

Tesla to show people the "guts" of how EVs 

work. Kylie Borchardt led children in building 

KidWind model wind turbines. 

Rep. Steve Elkins (DFL) District 50B member 

of the Minnesota Legislative Climate Caucus 

attended and learned about charging for  

multi-family dwellings. Six non-profits and 

two government agencies tabled at the event 

including MN350, Bush Lake Izaak Walton 

Chapter, City of Bloomington, EZ EV Go, 

MnDOT, Minnesota Interfaith Power and 

Light, Interfaith Creation Care, and the Oak 

Grove Presbyterian Green Committee. 

Thanks to the 20+ Oak Grove volunteers 

who planned, staged, and recruited for the 

event. A slideshow of photos will be playing 

in the Social Hall to give everyone a glimpse 

of our great event. Yeah, Green Team! 
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EV Expo 2023 



Introduction 

First and foremost, our strategic framework  

reaffirms the urgency of Clare Housingôs mission. 

Despite medical advances and limited public 

awareness, new HIV cases continue to spread 

throughout Minnesota and globally, and these 

cases are disproportionately high in LGBTQ+, 

BIPOC and homeless communities. Yet, we 

know that affordable, stable and supportive 

housing such as that offered by Clare Housing 

is highly effective at ending the spread of HIV. 

Clare Housing will continue to both grow and 

adapt to new challenges in a world where funding, 

health services, and the treatment of HIV is 

constantly changing. This Strategic Framework 

is a living tool that will change and guide our 

work today and into the future. The Clare Housing 

Board of Directors and our Senior Leadership 

Staff are committed to reviewing and updating 

this Framework regularly to ensure we have a 

relevant and timely approach that supports the 

achievement of Clare Housingôs mission. To 

that end, Clare Housing leadership creates and 

executes an annual plan to track accountability 

on each of the four elements of this Strategic 

Framework. It is our hope that focusing on 

these key elements will lead to the fulfilment  

of our mission and a healthier, more hopeful 

future for people living with HIV. 

Our History 

Clare Housing began housing individuals diagnosed 

with AIDS in 1987, opening our first Community 

Care Home to provide compassionate end-of-

life care. Over the years medical advancements 

have changed the experience of living with HIV 

or AIDS, making it possible to lead a healthy 

long life with either diagnosis. Clare Housing 

continues to be focused on providing high quality 

nursing, supportive services and affordable 

housing for people living with HIV or AIDS. We 

are the largest provider of supportive affordable 

housing for people living with HIV in Minnesota, 

with particularly high numbers of BIPOC and 

LGBTQ+ residents engaged in our services. 

Clare Housing has grown from a single home 

with four individuals to a robust spectrum of 

housing with nursing and other services that 

supports over 300 individuals each year. With 

the continued spread of HIV and high demand 

for our affordable supportive housing, our work 

is unfinished. 

How we demonstrate impact 

Annual outcomes show that Clare Housing is 

both ending homelessness among individuals 

living with HIV or AIDS and is preventing the 

spread of HIV through the provision of housing. 

When an individual has stable housing, they 

are more likely to receive health care, to adhere 

to their medication regimen, and to be virally 

suppressed. Virally suppressed people are no 

longer at risk of spreading HIV to others (known 

as ñUndetectable HIV = Untransmissible HIVò 

or U = U). Through every new move-in, Clare 

Housing has a positive impact on reducing 

homelessness and stopping the spread of HIV. 

Our annual goals are that at least 90% of Clare 

Housing residents are linked to health care, are 

virally suppressed, and maintain their housing 

for 12 months or more. We routinely achieve all 

three of these annual goals and are committed 

to ongoing improvement. 

How we approach our work 

We believe that housing is a human right, and 

that housing is a form of healthcare. We know 

that eliminating barriers and helping people access 

and sustain their housing is a necessary public 

health intervention for ending the HIV epidemic. 

Clare Housing plays a key role in helping people 
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Supportive Housing Corner: Clare Housing 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 



achieve wholeness and self-sufficiency by 

providing an array of housing that is low-barrier, 

affordable, not temporary, and comes with supportive 

services. We embrace individual uniqueness 

and experiences and recognize that trauma 

can play a significant role in someoneôs housing 

and health status. We seek to meet each person 

where they are, to create welcoming communities 

that honor and respond to experiences of stigma, 

trauma, and impoverishment. In particular we 

celebrate and work to build inclusive spaces for 

our residents in respect to their gender, sexual 

orientation, and racial demographics. Our work 

is to foster humanity through housing and support. 

Our commitment to racial equity 

Racial justice is a value Clare Housing is invested 

in, and we commit to stand behind efforts that 

advance racial equity. We recognize that racial 

and social justice are ongoing pursuits, and we 

must be accountable to act on these values. To 

that end we commit to the following actions:  

1) transparency about our policies and practices, 

specifically regarding our staff hiring and 

resident housing demographic outcomes,  

2) seeking and incorporating meaningful input 

from our residents, staff, and community 

members regarding our role in racial equity 

and inclusion,  

3) deepening the racial diversity of our workforce, 

client base, and community partnerships to 

better reflect our community of people living 

with HIV, and  

4) continuing our work in racial justice as we 

learn and grow, never stopping at ñgood 

enough.ò 

For information about Clare Housing, visit 

www.clarehousing.org. 
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Supportive Housing Corner continued 

Oak Grove Fall Clean Up Day 

Saturday, Nov. 4 (9 am to 2 pm) 

We will be cleaning up the church grounds to get 

them ready for the winter season. 

We will be raking and bagging leaves, trimming 

bushes, and doing some window cleaning. 

Please bring a rake, a pair of mittens and other 

trimming tools. Snacks and liberal breaks will be 

provided. 

Come for all or part of the day, whatever your 

schedule allows. Your help is greatly appreciated 

by the Building & Operations Committee. 

https://www.clarehousing.org

