
A 
sh Wednesday, Feb. 22, marks the first 

day of Lent. Lent is the season of the 

church when we focus ourselves on 

our need for the love of God as we move toward 

the Good News of Easter. Ash Wednesday is 

named for the smudge of ashes we receive as 

we remember our mortality and the grief for those 

things we have done wrong and the resulting 

separation of imperfect people from a perfect 

God. The sign of the cross in ashes reminds us 

of our frailty, but it also marks the same spot 

where we are marked in our baptism and  

declared a beloved child of God, and we remember 

that ultimately nothing can separate us from God 

through Christ Jesus. 

Lent is 40 days in length (excluding Sundays) 

during which we are invited to be more intentional 

in prayer, abstaining from those distractions that 

pull us away from God, and in giving or serving. 

Prayer during Lent focuses on our need for 

God’s forgiveness. It’s also about repenting 

(turning away from our sins) and receiving God’s 

mercy and love. Fasting, or giving something up, 

is a very common practice during Lent. The idea 

is that giving up something that’s a regular part 

of life, like eating dessert or scrolling through  

Facebook, can be a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice. 

That time can also be replaced with more time 

connecting with God. Giving money or doing 

something good for others is a way to respond to 

God’s grace, generosity and love. 

Lent culminates in Holy Week. Maundy Thursday 

commemorates the night before Jesus died, 

when he shared a meal with his disciples, 

washed their feet, and gave them the commandment 

to love one another. Good Friday is the day 

when Jesus died and is called “Good” because  

it reflects the love of God in Jesus’ death and 

victory over death. Easter Sunday is the joyful 

celebration of Jesus rising from the dead. 

Upcoming Special Services 

Feb. 22: Ash Wednesday Worship (6:30 pm) 

April 2: Palm Sunday Worship (10:30 am) 

April 6: Maundy Thursday Worship (6:00 pm) 

April 7: Good Friday Worship (7:00 pm) 

April 9: Easter Sunday Sunrise Worship (6:30 am) 

April 9: Easter Sunday Worship (10:30 am) 

Wednesday Adult Faith Formation Through Lent 

March 1–29 Adults will watch and discuss  

the documentary series, “Trouble the Water – 

Conversations to Disrupt Racism and Dominance.” 

This series was produced by Presbyterian  

Disaster Assistance. The first four weeks of the 

series, we will view a 10–15-minute video  

followed by discussion. The final session will be 

a wrap-up conversation. 

March 1: “Why us? Why now?” will consider why 

this conversation on racism and dominance is 

urgent now? What steps can we take together in 

this movement for systemic change and justice? 

Lent at Oak Grove 

ARTICLE CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 >> 
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LENTCONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

March 8: “Whiteness” will consider the questions 

What is Whiteness? What is white supremacy? 

How are we complicit in supporting and  

perpetuating systems of oppression and privilege? 

How can we begin to disrupt these systems? 

March 15: “Racial Identity” will explore the  

social construct of “race” and where did these 

categories come from? Why is exploring 

one’s own racial identity important? Why is it 

important for white people to do the hard 

work of understanding their own racial identity? 

How do systems impact and form our identity? 

March 22: “Intersectionality and Disruption” 

will define intersectionality and who it impacts. 

We will consider how it impacts people differently. 

What does intersectionality have to do with 

justice? What is dominance and white supremacy? 

How do we recognize it and how can we  

respond? How can we disrupt these systems 

of dominance in our everyday life? 

March 29: Final wrap-up conversation 

VEAP stands for Volunteers Enlisted to Assist 

People. Since 1973, VEAP has provided  

a range of programs to help low-income  

individuals and families meet their immediate 

needs and move toward stability. 

Today VEAP operates one of the largest food 

pantries in the state of Minnesota. They  

provide access to programs for over 10,000 

individuals each month through our Food & 

Basic Needs and Social Services programs. 

Each week in Lent, as Oak Grove’s version 

of Almsgiving, we will collect much-needed 

but least-available items for VEAP. 

Donations can be brought to church on Sunday 

mornings, Wednesday evenings or during 

church office hours Monday–Thursday (8:30 

am to 4:00 pm) and Friday (8:30 am to 3:00 pm). 

WEEKLY COLLECTION: 

Week 1 (Feb. 26): toothpaste, toothbrushes 

Week 2 (March 5): sugar 

Week 3 (March 12): cooking oil 

Week 4 (March 19): laundry detergent,  

dish soap, hand soap 

Week 5 (March 26): toilet paper, paper towels 

Week 6 (April 2): diapers 

Collections During Lent 



4 OAK LEAVES 

Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Elders & Deacons 

James Robles (Youth Elder) 

I am a junior at Richfield High School with theater and friends a 

large part of my life. I started learning Spanish in kindergarten at 

Richfield Dual Language school and continued with the program 

through my sophomore year and am now in my third year of also 

learning to speak French. 

My interests include music, doing some whittling and origami, 

and spending time with my dog, Benny, cat, Steve, and guinea 

pig, Uno. I have been active in the youth program and volunteer 

activities at Oak Grove since the 6th grade and especially enjoy 

working in the kitchen with Sue Greimel making cinnamon rolls.  

Katie Krentz (Elder, class of 2024) 

I grew up in the Oak Grove congregation. I was baptized,  

confirmed, and married at Oak Grove. My husband, Jake,  

and I have three wonderful children, Harper, Amelia, and Aiden. 

We will be welcoming another baby in 2023. 

The mission and people at Oak Grove mean a lot to me. I look 

forward to serving this church, the people, and God while on 

session. 

Mike Arazi (Elder, class of 2025) 

I married into Oak Grove in 1969—finally joined a few years later—

and have served in several capacities at Oak Grove. I served on 

the Children’s Ed Committee, taught Sunday School for five 

years, then was ordained as a Ruling Elder serving on the  

Session in the classes of 2003 and 2004. During my service  

on the Session, I worked with the Finance Committee and the 

Nominating Committee, chairing both at some point. I have also 

served as a Deacon in the class of 1996. 

My wife Karyn and I have been married for 53 years and I’m  

retired from a career in retail sales. Our daughter, Jeannette, is 

a corporate attorney, married to another corporate attorney. We have two grandchildren, Ike 

and Katy, both baptized at Oak Grove. For approximately 20 years, I was fortunate to be 

able to work in stores dealing with my hobby of magic and have continued to be active in 

the local magic community since retirement. As an avid student of magic, my friends consider 

me to be an encyclopedia of magic literature. 
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Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Elders & Deacons 

Dave Hansen (Elder, class of 2025) 

I grew up in Storm Lake, Iowa (aka “the City Beautiful,” but only to 

those who live there) and was baptized at Lakeside Presbyterian 

Church. The ceremony was officiated by my uncle, Doyle  

Hansen, who later served as pastor here at Oak Grove. I won’t 

say the baptism didn’t take, but we were mostly Christmas and 

Easter worshippers in my younger years, until my dad decided 

that was hypocritical, and we stopped going to church all together. 

I was lured back into the sanctuary by my high school choir  

director, who also served in that role at church. He needed 

basses, I happened to be one. Then a funny thing happened. I started listening to the  

sermons and noticing the kindness of those around me. I turned to the “youth minister” in  

a time of particular need, and he helped me turn some things around. And much to my  

surprise, it turns out I liked church! Other than dabbling around with Lutherans while attending  

St. Olaf College, where I met my wife, Kathy, I have been active in Presbyterian churches 

ever since.  

Outside of church, when I’m not working at being a lawyer, I love being outdoors, at least  

in summer. I like anything to do with water, especially sailing. When it’s cold outside, I like  

to stay inside to read novels and cheer on the Iowa Hawkeyes. I also enjoy, through all  

seasons, being a grandpa to my five grandkids, children of daughters’ Abby (now of Duluth) 

and Liz (now residing in the Charlotte, N.C. area). 

Carol Long (Elder, class of 2025) 

I was born in Oak Park, Ill. but spent most of my childhood in 

Battle Creek, Mich. after our family moved there. My strong  

interest in science led to a B.S. in Chemistry from Ohio State 

and a Ph.D. in Food Science from Penn State. Following several 

years doing research and teaching at the Univ. of Nebraska 

Food Science Dept., I redirected my career to work as a product 

development scientist for several food companies, including 

Keebler and Quaker Oats in the Chicago area. 

After more than 20 years at Quaker Oats, I retired and moved to 

Burnsville. In 2012, I joined Oak Grove where my parents had 

been members. Immediately, I joined the choir and handbell choir, and soon thereafter 

served on Session and chaired the Mission Committee. Currently, I am a member of the 

Supportive Housing Committee and will serve as chair of the Budget & Finance Committee 

in 2023. Although officially retired, I work as a part-time contractor for PepsiCo/Frito-Lay 

R&D. My hobbies include biking, reading, and crossword puzzles, and I enjoy listening to 

classical music and volunteering at VEAP. 
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Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Elders & Deacons 

Rod Myers (Elder, class of 2025) 

I have been a member of Oak Grove for over 36 years and  

for that entire time I feel that I have received much more than  

I have given back to the church. 

Over the years I have served as both Elder and Deacon, worked 

on a few committees such as Paint-A-Thon, Building & Operations, 

Supportive Housing, Simpson House, Columbarium, Budget & 

Finance, Nominating, Personnel, Legacy Gift Giving, Safety & 

Security, Usher, Custodian, and Choir (Oh wait, that last one 

must have been a dream). I enjoy this church. And as a result,  

I need to serve this church. 

Priscilla Pearson (Elder, class of 2025) 

I was fortunate enough to be born into the Oak Grove church 

family. And, as is true in any caring family, I have been nurtured 

here. My mother, her brothers, and her mother lived here in the 

1940s and were members of Oak Grove. I've lived in Blooming-

ton all my life, except for four years at Macalester College in  

St. Paul, a very Presbyterian college at the time! 

In 1981, I married Larry and his three young children. We settled 

in Bloomington, where I had been teaching since 1970. Our family 

soon expanded to include another son and daughter. I have 

served Oak Grove in many roles over the years, beginning as the 

pump organist for Sunday School worship services. Other roles included: choir member, 

Sunday School and Confirmation teacher, Elder, Deacon, and serving on a Search Committee. I 

love Oak Grove and feel privileged to be asked to serve once again as a member of Session. 

Bob Ritter (Deacon, class of 2025) 

I lived with my grandparents for the first six years of my life in 

Southeast Minneapolis, a few blocks from St. Anthony Falls. 

That is when my mother got married and I went to live with my 

mother and her husband. In second grade, I walked across the 

street from school and took a city bus downtown by myself to 

sell newspapers on the street. 

I attended Lyndale Elementary School where I had a fifth-grade 

teacher who taught me to love creative writing. Something I  

enjoy doing to this day. I have had 13 books published. I graduated 

from the old Minneapolis South in 1965. I started as a dishwasher 

and worked my way up to Executive Banquet Manager at a major hotel downtown. I am  

currently a member of the Bloomington Lions Club doing charitable work. 



Mary Benz (Deacon, class of 2025) 

Hello, my name is Mary Benz. My kids Michael (23), Nicholas 

(28), Anna (23), are the best part of my world! All of them including 

me were baptized and confirmed right here at Oak Grove  

Presbyterian Church. We love our church family here. 

For me, I was born and raised in Bloomington. Graduated in 

1981 from Lincoln Senior High. I started with Northwest Airlines, 

now Delta, in 1987. After one detour away from the airline, I am 

back working in the MSP Chief Pilot Office. I support six Chief pilots 

that support the 1,500 pilots based in MSP. Never a dull moment. 

I love spending time with my kids. Our favorite destination is up to see my sister Anne and 

Tammy on Pokegama Lake in Grand Rapids, Minn. Spending time outdoors doing anything 

is always our first choice. Watching football, playing board games, playing cards are also 

our favorite things to do. I’m so thankful to be part of Oak Grove and to serve as a Deacon!  
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Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Elders & Deacons 

Sue Cavanaugh (Deacon, class of 2025) 

I’m Suzanne Cavanaugh, I go by Sue. My family moved to 

Bloomington when I was eight years old. I went through the 

Bloomington Schools. With a degree from Iowa State I returned 

and began my 34 year teaching career in Bloomington with 19 

years at Kennedy High School and 15 years at Valleyview  

Elementary respectively. I received my Masters in Elementary 

Administration at Minnesota State University, Mankato. 

I grew up in Hillcrest Methodist Church and belonged to Christ 

Presbyterian Church when my children were in school. My first 

daughter was married there. My late husband Ron, and I joined 

Oak Grove after he suggested we try it. On our first visit, we encountered many of our  

colleagues and some friends. Ron also taught at Kennedy High School for 30+ years. It  

immediately felt like home, and we joined without hesitation. My leisure time is spent with 

family, friends, sewing, needle crafts, reading and for the summer months at my lake home 

in Park Rapids, Minn. 

SESSION UPDATE 

At its Jan. 24 meeting, the Session approved the following motions: 

• to have Sue Greimel continue as Treasurer, Connie Nesbitt to continue as Clerk of 

Session and Kathy Howell to serve as Chairman of the Nominating Committee for 2023. 

• to have the 2023 Annual Meeting on Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023, immediately after worship. 



Lisa Pomroy (Deacon, class of 2025) 

I grew up on the eastside of St. Paul as a Roman Catholic. Two 

years after marrying Bill Pomroy I joined his United Church of 

Christ church in St. Paul. We joined Oak Grove in May of 2016, 

when we moved back to the Cities after 18 years in Duluth.  

At Oak Grove I have served on the Gifts & Gratitude, Supportive 

Housing and Budget & Finance committees. I am a counter,  

funeral lunch coordinator, have prepared meals for Simpson 

House and Loaves & Fishes (pre-pandemic) and deliver meals 

for Every Meal and Meals on Wheels.  

I am a retired CPA (inactive), having done small business and tax accounting for most of my 

career. I finished my working career as the CFO of Odyssey Development and Resorts in 

Duluth. When not caring for our three grandkids I love to travel, garden (especially hostas), 

do jigsaw puzzles, and read. I am passionate about volunteer work and focus on basic 

needs – housing and food. 
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Meet Oak Grove’s Newest Elders & Deacons 

Paul Schalekamp (Deacon, class of 2025) 

I was born and grew up in northwest Iowa and attended  

Morningside College before transferring to the University of 

North Dakota’s Business College.  

From 1970 to 1975 I was employed by The Home Insurance 

Company of New York, learning the commercial insurance  

industry as a Field Underwriter. In 1975 I opened a personnel 

search firm, Insurance Placement Center, which later became 

the largest insurance search firm in the upper Midwest. I retired 

in 2009 and since 2013 have worked part time at Enterprise  

Car Rental. 

I enjoy woodworking, nature photography, reading, WWll history and flower gardening. My 

wife, Deb DeMeester, and I met and were married at Oak Grove. We have two cats, enjoy 

traveling, and cherish time with our families and friends. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Join fellow Oak Grovers on Sunday, April 2 at 2:30 pm to see the  

Timberwolves with KAT, Ant, and Rudy take on the Portland Trailblazers.  

Look for more information in the weekly bulletin or contact Ron Dubis  

at 612-868-9194. 
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February is Per Capita Campaign Month 

I 
t has been said that per capita apportionment 

is like a utility bill. Just as we pay for 

heat, light, water, and telephone in order 

to remain connected to the utility systems 

and benefit from the services provided, we 

also pay per capita so that the Presbyterian 

system can function on behalf of all of us. It is 

the necessary linkage in our connectional system. 

Per capita is an amount of money per member 

that our congregation pays to our larger 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Our per capita 

pays for the programs, training, and resources 

that help our wider Presbyterian family to 

work together. 

Oak Grove will remit $37.50 for each of our 

487 members to PTCA in 2023, for a total 

sum of $18,262.50. A donation of any size 

helps Oak Grove pay this balance. If you 

want to contribute towards Per Capita and 

you receive envelopes, there is a special  

envelope for Per Capita contributions. Otherwise, 

just send a check with Per Capita in the 

memo and it will be applied accordingly. 

Online donations with credit cards or direct 

withdrawal from your checking account can 

also be made on the Oak Grove website. 

Thank you for your support. 

Preschool Drivers Needed for Our Afghan Families 

O 
ur established group of Oak Grove 

“Uber” drivers need some more  

volunteers. Drivers need room for 

three people. The preschool parent will ride 

along and bring a car seat for their child. 

Days and times are flexible: 

To Preschool: Monday–Thursday (7:45–8:40 am), 

Friday (7:45–8:10 am) 

From Preschool: Monday–Thursday (10:50am

–12:10pm), Friday (11:50am–12:10pm) 

Just sign up for whichever day/time fits with 

your schedule; there is no requirement to 

commit to a regular slot. Oak Grove has made 

this commitment through June because we 

know the critical importance of early learning. 

Without sufficient drivers, the children may 

miss some days of preschool.  

If you or someone else you know might enjoy 

this, please contact Kathy Howell (952-200-

5129) or Anne Klueh (651-235-9940) for 

more information. All will be very grateful for 

your help! 
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“Thank You” from Presbyterian Women 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Mitten Tree this past November and  

December. We collected 104 items which were given to Oasis for Youth and Cornerstone. 

As we go through these cold winter days, these beautiful, hand-knit and store-bought 

mittens, gloves, scarves and hats are keeping others warm. Thank you for donating 

these items, and a thank you to Karen and Bob Gerdes for donating a (bigger)  

Christmas tree for next year!  

THE DEACON’S BENCH IS BACK! 

Please come to the Deacons Bench located 

just outside the social hall. Need to send a 

card? We have Get Well, Sympathy, Birthday, 

and plain note cards! 

If the recipient is a member of Oak Grove, 

simply put their name on the envelope and 

we will address it and mail it for you. If the 

recipient is a non-member, please write  

their name and full address on the card. 

Leave cards ready to be mailed in the basket 

on the bench. We hope that you will participate 

in this important ministry of care! 

BLOOMINGTON-RICHFIELD 

GRIEF SUPPORT COALITION 

Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area 

are working together to provide free support 

and education for adults who are grieving 

the death of a loved one. 

You can start any series at any time. There 

is no commitment on attendance and no 

cost, just show up! 

Group meetings are held on Thursdays, 

4:30–6:00 pm at St. Richard’s Catholic 

Church (7540 Penn Ave S, Richfield 

55423). Please enter through door #5  

and head for the Community Room. 

For more details, visit brgriefcoalition.com. 

Feb. 2: Taking Control of Your Finances 

(Part 1) 

Feb. 9: Styles of Grief 

Feb. 16: Taking Control of Your Finances 

(Part 2) 

Feb. 23: Body, Mind, Spirit Connection 

Please note that after Feb. 23 the Grief 

Support Coalition will be on hiatus until 

March 31 at which time Woodlake Lutheran 

Church (7525 Oliver Ave S, Richfield) will 

become the host. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The Oak Grove Prayer Shawl Ministry is 

looking for more people who love to knit or 

crochet. This ministry started over 16 years 

ago at Oak Grove. Recipients say they feel 

surrounded with prayers and love. 

We meet at church the fourth Tuesday 

each month at 10:00 am. The patterns, 

yarn and needles are provided. You can 

also participate by picking up the supplies 

and making a shawl at home on your own 

schedule. All are welcome. Questions? 

Contact Nancy Kachel at 952-884-1895 

https://brgriefcoalition.com
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S 
an Lucas Toliman (SLT) is a small 

Mayan town in the highlands of  

Guatemala. The town has a population 

of about 14,000. Many students who finish 

primary school don't continue to secondary 

school, because of the expense involved. 

Parents must pay fees in all local secondary 

schools. 

SLT Scholars is a local organization whose 

mission is to give good students the opportunity 

to continue to study after they finish primary 

school (6th grade). Schools are visited regularly, 

some several times a week, to monitor student 

progress. 

All the money sent for sponsorship is spent 

on the sponsored students. SLT Scholars is 

a small organization, and our costs are paid 

for by donations. 

Currently, Oak Grove sponsors five students 

in the SLT Scholars program. Additionally, 

several members have supported, or are  

currently supporting, other students. Students 

are asked to send letters to their sponsors 

twice a year. 

Below is a letter of thanks and gratitude from 

one of the students, Dialma Coz, who is 

sponsored by Oak Grove. 

SLT Scholars 

Dear sponsors Oak Grove Church, 

Greetings to you and I hope you are well and next to 

your family. My family and I are very well thanks to 

God. Now we are in the rainy season and what a 

blessing it is to be able to receive the rain. 

We have already finished the third unit of this school 

year and this unit went very well for me, since it is the 

last one for us. Then we start with the last part of our 

career. Thank God soon l will be able to graduate as 

an Accounting Expert. lt was a bit difficult for reasons 

of the pandemic since it was difficult for us to receive 

classes in a hybrid way but soon we will achieve it and that makes me very happy. 

This year Guatemala celebrated 201 years of independence and we participated 

in civic activities and also parades. This year l had the opportunity to form a 

group of dancers from the National School of Commercial Sciences. It was a 

very nice and unforgettable experience, I shared with girls from other grades 

and everything was very nice. 

I thank each one of you for the help you give me. May God bless each one of 

you and take care of you, my family and I are very grateful. See you soon. 

Your sponsored friend, Dialma Gabriela Coz Yoxón 
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Through 

December 31, 2022 

2022 Actual vs Budget 2021 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $712,405* $805,268 ($92,863) $711,434** 

Expense YTD $747,513 $805,268 $57,755 $753,977 

Income – Exp ($35,109) $0 ($35,109) ($42,543) 

Financial Summary: December income was $2.2K lower than budget, while expenses were 

over by $8.2K (Mission $6.8K, Technology $6.7K). The yearly deficit of $35.1K is $35.2K better 

than expected. 

*  Before investment gains transferred ($70,271 planned). 

** Before investment gains transferred ($80,213 planned). 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Youth Ministry 

W 
e welcome James Robles as 

our new Youth elder, ordained 

on Jan. 8, 2023! We are looking 

forward to providing meaningful activities and 

connections for our youth during WoW on 

Wednesdays and Sunday faith formation. 

On Wednesdays for WoW (6:15–7:15 pm), 

we will continue our theme of creativity, with 

a special focus on creativity and mental 

health. For example, on Feb. 8 we will be 

creating special valentine cards. Later in 

February, we’ll also come up with a creative 

entry for the Chili Cook-off. 

On Sundays, we will meet (9:15–10:15 am) 

for fellowship and conversation, with an initial 

conversation starter based on that Sunday’s 

scripture. There will be two special Sundays 

this month dedicated to fundraising/service to 

the congregation: Feb. 12 Super Bowl Sunday 

and Feb. 26 Chili Cook-off. 

 

Feb 12 Super Bowl Sunday: Subs for sale! 

The youth are sponsoring a Super Bowl sub 

sandwich fundraiser for our trip to Washington 

DC this summer! You will find order forms in 

the Sunday bulletins to create your own 

deluxe sub, to be made fresh on the morning 

of Sunday, Feb. 12, and picked up after wor-

ship in the social hall! 

Each made-to-order sub is $10 (cash or 

check). You can also place your order by 

calling the church office (952-888-4621). All 

orders and payments are due by Wednesday, 

Feb. 8. Questions? Call Mary. 

Feb 26 Chili Cook-off after the Annual 

Meeting! 

Mark the date on your calendar and look for 

sign-ups to bring chili! Youth – we need you 

to help us plan our strategy for judging chili 

and making sure we have a super fun chili 

celebration! 



 

Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Pastor Mary’s stepmother, Lydia Colwell, died Dec. 25. 

15: Yvonne Dodge 

16: Sharron Meier 

17:  Douglas Duvall 

19:  Bev Heise, Joyce Morrison 

20:  Theodore Sundal (8) 

21: Elizabeth Longrie, Annalisa Pearson 

23: Zach Orr (10), Arlene Jullie 

24: Stephen Jones, Sunny Snyder 

25: Jeri Anderson, Steve Lang,  
Penny Nesbitt, Lisa Stanford 

27: Randy Dop 

28: Nancy Hoaglund 

February Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

2:  Wayne Vaughn 

3:  Tiffany Davidson 

4:  Jim McCarl (91), Erin Wenz 

5: Grace Diller (7), Christian Soderlund (2) 

6: Sharon Nolte 

7: Jim Rogers (90) 

8: Mike Glausser, Mark Rysavy,  
Ed Schmidt 

10: Pat Boehne (90), Sue Greimel, 
Ashley Johnson 

11: Yvonne Erickson (94), Maya Leonard (2), 
Ellery Oslulnd (2), Katie Johnson 

14: Emma Lang (17) 
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Significant Anniversary 

Bob & Dorothy 

Worthington 

(59 years on Feb. 1) 

Save the Dates! 

Sunday, Feb. 26: Annual Congregational 

Meeting (immediately following worship). 

Watch announcements for more details. 

March 3–5: Intergenerational Weekend at 

Clearwater Forest. Join us for a weekend of 

relaxation, recreation and fellowship. We  

welcome individuals, couples and families in 

all forms to this event. Sign-up will begin in 

February. Watch announcements for more 

details. 



Join us on Sunday mornings (9–10:00 am) 

for informative, faith-filled speakers and topics. 

We meet in the social hall or Fireside Room. 

If you have an idea or speaker you’d like to 

see, please let us know. 

Feb. 5: TBD; watch for announcements. 

Feb. 12: Ryan Fouts, Executive Director of 

Reclaim! will share the stories of hope from 

this non-profit that offer resources and  

specialized mental health care to queer and 

transgender youth. Oak Grove gave money 

to Reclaim! in 2022, and we thought it would be 

great to learn even more about the organization. 

Feb. 19: Social hour! No speaker – please 

come and enjoy one another’s company. 

Feb. 26: TBD; watch for announcements. 

 

Join us Wednesday evenings for a time of 

fellowship. Faith Formation begins at 6:15 pm. 

Pastors Bart, Mary Koon and Mary Pol will 

continue the series, “Being Presbyterian: 

Foundations of Presbyterian Discipleship,” 

from the PCUSA’s Theoacademy. 

Feb. 1 (Lesson 3): Who do they say that I am? 

Feb. 8 (Lesson 4): Update Your Faith System 

Feb. 15 (Lesson 5): Blessed to be a Blessing 

This is an excellent series, whether you have 

been a Presbyterian from birth, or recently 

joined the church. There will be time for 

learning, reflection, and discussion. We are 

really excited for this series and hope you  

will join us! 
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Children will meet in-person (9:15–10:15 am) 

with each other and their teachers ready to 

share the stories of Jesus! Please join us for 

prayer, fellowship and activities. 

Meeting together on Sunday mornings is an 

important way to continue to nurture the faith 

of our children and promote relationships in 

the church. 

• Preschool (3–5-year-olds) meet with  

Karen Gerdes, Linda Johnson & Alicia 

Chimchirian 

• Kindergarten–2nd graders meet with 

Laura Orr & Lizanne Ham 

• 3rd–5th graders meet with Sue Greimel 

and Stephen Jones 

Mark your calendars for a sledding party at 

Brookside Park in Bloomington on Saturday, 

Feb. 18 (10:30 am)! Dress warmly and bring 

your sled! We'll have a blast in this winter 

wonderland! 

Children's Ministry is sponsoring a visit to the 

Bell Museum on Saturday, March 11 (10 am). 

Fun and learning for all ages! More details to 

follow! 

VBS is Coming June 12–15 (Mon–Thur, 9 am

–Noon)! There will be plenty of opportunities for 

donations and service with more details in 

the spring!  

Adult Faith Formation 
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Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Feb. 7 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Jim 

McCarl (952-948-2991). 

Singles Fellowship: Feb. 13 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Jane Jacobson (612-267-9068). 

Men’s Mentor Group: Feb. 16 
Third Thursday at 8:00 pm 

Join other men of Oak Grove as we discuss 

topics of interest, share joys and concerns, 

and explore and encourage one another in 

our faith. The group is open to all, no RSVP 

is needed. Questions? Contact Pastor Bart. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 

American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). 

Questions? Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Adult Bible Study 
Every Thursday (12–1:00 pm) 

Join Pastor Bart and/or Pastor Mary each week via Zoom to look at the scripture that will  

be the basis for the sermon the following Sunday. We will read the scripture together and 

then dive in!  

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Ladies Who Lunch: Feb. 15 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at the home of Joyce Reinke. 

We will enjoy a light lunch and discuss the 

book “Iron Lake” by William Kent Krueger.  

All women are welcome! Question? Contact 

Pastor Mary. 

Soul Sisters: Feb. 13 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Soul Sisters will meet at church for a time to 

check in and share fellowship and support. 

All women are invited, no RSVP is needed. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Supportive Housing Corner: Aeon Affordable Housing 

A 
eon is one of the state’s largest 

nonprofit affordable housing providers. 

They develop and manage a portfolio 

of affordable housing from deeply affordable 

units to workforce housing. Then they go above 

and beyond by creating a caring community 

for their residents. 

Amran is a Resident Connections staff person 

at Aeon. One of Aeon’s residents, Hassan, 

had spent many years at a refugee camp in 

Kenya before coming to the U.S. Once here, he 

became very ill and discovered he had colon 

cancer. In the midst of health treatments, he 

was unable to work, and many apartments 

were too expensive for him. He gained housing 

through Aeon and began attending English 

classes. Then Covid hit. 

At Aeon, Amran provided regular support to all 

her residents throughout the pandemic. She 

helped Hassan and others with the language 

barrier and worked with them to complete the 

process of applying for electric assistance, 

rent assistance and food shelves. In the midst 

of a global pandemic, Amran’s presence at 

Aeon buildings has been integral to the residents’ 

stability. “Without a home, there is no life,” 

Hassan explains. “It was very important to 

have someone that I can just come down and 

talk to [during such hard times].” 

Home is about connection to community and a 

feeling of safety. The Resident Connections 

work Amran does alongside residents is 

available thanks in part to the support of 

members of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church. 

Oak Grove’s Supportive Housing Committee 

also helps Aeon respond to residents’ needs 

and to bring that vision of home to life. 

To learn more about Aeon, please visit 

https://www.aeon.org or contact a member of 

your Supportive Housing committee. 

Want to make a difference for precariously 

housed people in our community? Come to a 

Supportive Housing meeting at church; the 

next meeting will be Tuesday, Feb 7 at 7:00 pm. 

The Oak Grove Mission Committee has been asked many times about what Presbyterian Mission 

Agency items (livestock, tool sets, sewing machines, etc.) we were able to purchase from the 

Oak Grove Alternative Christmas Marketplace. Here is the complete list. 

• Agriculture: 8 Farming Tools, 6 Sapling Sets 

• Livestock: 33 Families of Chickens, 4 Cow shares, 1 Cow (full), 5 Pairs of Goats 

• Kits & Tools: 14 Kitchen Kits, 26 Sewing Machines, 5 Fishery Kits 

• Water: 10 Jerry Cans, 15 Garden Well shares, 7 Latrine shares,  

3 Rainwater Catchment Systems, 3 Mzuzu Drills 

Thanks to Oak Grover’s generosity, your gifts have joined with others and these gifts change 

people’s lives. These gifts provide help, hope and relief to people, families and communities in 

need. 

Inquiring minds want to know… 

https://www.aeon.org

