
O 
ne of the outcomes of the discernment 

process for Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Church has been to affirm and articulate 

our congregational values. As a Christian community, 

we are the Body of Christ, and therefore, our 

very being is Christ-centered, scripturally-based, 

and theologically-informed. Beyond our faith in 

God, our example in Jesus, and guidance from 

the Holy Spirit, our congregational values are the 

underlying ethic by which we define our community. 

Our congregational values are a way to explicitly 

name the things we hold most important as  

we consider what it means to be a particular 

community of faith and how we behave and 

make decisions. These values are both operative 

and aspirational; that is, we already see them 

working in our community and they are those 

things we aspire to consistently embody.  

Beginning Jan. 15, Pastor Bart and Pastor Mary 

will preach a sermon series highlighting Oak 

Groves Congregational Values. A brief definition 

of each value is below. 

Authenticity 

We believe all people are made in the image of 

God, and that the community of faith should be a 

place where people can honestly express their 

true and whole selves in healthy ways.  

Celebratory Joyfulness 

The Good News is and should be Good News! 

Where there is joy, there is celebration, they go 

hand in hand. 

Joy is an orientation of heart and brings peace 

and comes from a place of gratitude. Joy comes 

because no matter what happens, we know God 

is for us and nothing can separate us from God’s 

love. Joy is to be shared and becomes deeper 

when spread to others. We celebrate joy together! 

Compassion 

Our faith calls us toward empathy and to care  

for people of the world. We view all people as 

children of God. We consider the suffering and 

misfortune of others and take action to alleviate 

that suffering. 

Deep Relationships 

We believe we are made to be in relationship. 

We cannot practice our faith by ourselves. Our 

faith is best lived out by fostering and maintaining 

deep relationships. In these relationships, we 

hold one another in support and accountability. 

Humble Curiosity 

We are never finished. We practice a faith that 

seeks understanding and our learning is never 

complete. We ask questions and curiosity is  

encouraged.  

We also recognize that we make mistakes and that 

we might be wrong. Because of this understanding, 

we are open to new people, new ideas, and 

nudging from the Holy Spirit. 

 

Values 

ARTICLE CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 >> 
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VALUES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Inclusivity 

We are open and welcoming of all people, 

particularly to those on the margins or those 

otherwise excluded. The gospel challenges 

us to see all people, including those not like 

us or who do not hold similar values or  

understandings, as our neighbor. In as much 

as possible, we are to love and welcome 

everyone. 

We recognize that God calls us together with 

a variety of gifts and that all are important to 

the work and ministry of Oak Grove. 

Justice 

We believe our faith call us to work for  

transformation of society to reflect God’s  

desires, particularly for the oppressed and 

marginalized. We recognize this requires the 

work of dismantling and reforming power, 

structures, and systems. 

Each church that is part of the Presbytery of the 

Twin Cities Area (PTCA) pays an apportionment 

based on the number of active members last 

reported to the General Assembly. 

The Per Capita for 2023 is $37.50 and is broken 

down as follows:  

General Assembly $9.85 

Synod $5.50 

Presbytery $22.15 

TOTAL $37.50/member 

Since the number of active members on our 

annual report last year was 487, Oak Grove 

will remit $37.50 for each of those 487 members 

to PTCA in 2023, for a total sum of $18,262.50. 

If you want to contribute towards Per Capita and 

you receive envelopes, there is a special envelope 

for Per Capita contributions. Otherwise, just 

send a check with Per Capita in the memo 

and it will be applied accordingly. 

Online donations with credit cards or direct 

withdrawal from your checking account can 

also be made on the Oak Grove website. 

Thank you! 

2023 Per Capita Apportionment 

per 
CAPITA { 

2023 
General Assembly: $9.85 

Synod: $5.50 

Presbytery: $22.15 

Total: $37.50 
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Creative Hands Across the River Crafters 

Attention Creative People! Come to Creative 

Hands Across the River Crafters at Oak 

Grove on Saturday, Jan. 14, 9:00am-12 noon. 

Bring your craft projects to work on and enjoy 

camaraderie with other crafters from Oak 

Grove Church and Presbyterian Church of the 

Apostles. Questions? Contact Ruth Dukelow 

(952-923-0799). 

We hope to see you there! 

Singing Opportunities & Calling Instrumentalists! 

Special Singing Opportunities! 

On Sunday, Jan. 22 (the weekend of the women’s retreat), an ensemble of tenor and bass 

voices will sing at worship. Please consider joining us. There will be two rehearsals (6:45–

7:15 pm) on Wed, Jan. 11, and Wed, Jan. 18. 

On Sunday, Feb. 5 (the weekend of the men’s retreat), an ensemble of soprano/alto voices 

will sing at worship. There will be two rehearsals (6:45–7:15 pm) on Wed, Jan. 25, and  

Wed, Feb. 1, in the choir room. Questions? Contact Judy Cooper (952-512-2059 or 

jcooper@oakgrv.org). 

Calling Instrumentalists! 

We are putting out an early invitation to play in our Easter Orchestra. The last time we  

played was in 2019; I was just getting music out for 2020 when Covid hit. So, please get  

your instruments out, see if they’re in playing condition or if they need a little attention, and 

try making some music on them. 

This is an intergenerational, any playing level, all join in, orchestra! We always accompany 

the hymns, and we play 2–3 pieces for prelude. Easter Sunday is April 9. 

Please let Judy Cooper (952-512-2059 or jcooper@oakgrv.org) know if you’re willing to join 

us so she can prepare folders for all of you. We will have a couple of group rehearsals; dates 

and times till be provided as we get closer to Easter. We look forward to assembling and 

playing again! 

mailto:jcooper@oakgrv.org
mailto:jcooper@oakgrv.org
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 

We are looking for more people who love to 

knit or crochet. This ministry started over 16 

years ago at Oak Grove. Recipients say they 

feel surrounded with prayers and love. 

We meet at church the fourth Tuesday each 

month at 10:00 am. The patterns, yarn and 

needles are provided. You can also participate  

by picking up the supplies and making a shawl  

at home on your own schedule. All are welcome. 

Questions? Contact Nancy Kachel at 952-884-

1895. We hope you will join us! 

Supportive Housing Corner: Oasis for Youth 

M 
agic happens for the Oasis team 

whenever one of their young clients 

gets the keys to a new home. It 

takes a team to build a home and no matter 

how many young people they help move into 

a new apartment, it always brings joy. 

The Oasis team helps many youths move out 

of homelessness in a variety of ways. Just as 

an example, among the youth moved during 

a recent two-month period was a 22-year-old 

getting into a public housing unit after a long 

wait. The Oasis team also found an apartment 

for a 20-year-old mom and her 8-month-old 

through the new federal Foster Youth to  

Independence (FYI) program and found another 

apartment for a 19-year-old with an FYI 

voucher. They were able to get a 24-year-old 

the referral needed to get him off the streets 

and into an apartment, and a 23-year-old 

went into a new unit with a Section 8 voucher. 

Finding homes for youth can be especially 

difficult as there are so few landlords willing 

to take rental vouchers, and landlords willing 

to rent to younger people are even fewer. In 

addition, because of the extremely low stock of 

affordable housing, homeless youth must 

compete with older families for the few available 

units. 

The Oasis team works tirelessly, finding 

apartments, moving the youth’s belongings, 

even helping to put beds together. It takes a 

team to bring together the magic of home. 

Thank you for supporting Team Oasis, so 

that they can support our community’s youth! 

To learn more about Oasis for Youth, visit 

www.oasisforyouth.org or contact a member 

of your supportive housing committee. 

Want to make a difference for precariously 

housed people in our community? Come to a 

Supportive Housing meeting, the second 

Tuesday of each month (7 pm) at Oak Grove. 

https://www.oasisforyouth.org
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Singles Fellowship: Jan. 1, 2023 (4:00 pm) 

Join us at the home of Jody Milton (9401 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington) for  

potluck, games and fun! Please RSVP by calling Jody at 612-730-3962. 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS  

MARKETPLACE 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You, for 

helping to make this year’s Alternative 

Christmas Marketplace such a success! 

We cannot say that enough to Oak Grove’s 

wonderful congregation. 

To all the volunteers for handcrafted items, 

baked goods, the children who baked  

cinnamon rolls, the musicians who entertained 

us, and all the other helpers that day we 

can’t thank you enough. And to all of you 

who donated to items from the catalog. 

To date, here is the breakdown:  

$3,300 Afghan Families Ministry 

$1,030 Clearwater Forest 

$1,617 International Village Clinic 

$242 Coffee 

$584 Olive Oil & herbs 

$400 KIVA 

$489 SHE Project in Pakistan 

$8,481.75 Presbyterian Mission Agency 

$16,143.75 

Thank you again for all your support! 

BLOOMINGTON-RICHFIELD 

GRIEF SUPPORT COALITION 

Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area 

are working together to provide free support 

and education for adults who are grieving 

the death of a loved one. 

You can start any series at any time. There 

is no commitment on attendance and no 

cost, just show up! 

Group meetings are held on Thursdays, 

4:30–6:00 pm at St. Richard’s Catholic 

Church (7540 Penn Ave S, Richfield 

55423). Please enter through door #5  

and head for the Community Room. 

For more details, visit brgriefcoalition.com. 

Jan. 5: Staying in Your Story 

Jan. 12: Resilience 

Jan. 19: Understanding Grief 

Jan. 26: Spousal Loss Story 

https://brgriefcoalition.com


7 JANUARY 2023 

S 
an Lucas Toliman (SLT) is a small 

Mayan town in the highlands of  

Guatemala. The town has a population 

of about 14,000. Many students who finish 

primary school don't continue to secondary 

school, because of the expense involved. 

Parents must pay fees in all local secondary 

schools. 

SLT Scholars is a local organization whose 

mission is to give good students the opportunity 

to continue to study after they finish primary 

school (6th grade). Schools are visited regularly, 

some several times a week, to monitor student 

progress. 

All the money sent for sponsorship is spent 

on the sponsored students. SLT Scholars is 

a small organization, and our costs are paid 

for by donations. 

Currently, Oak Grove sponsors five students 

in the SLT Scholars program. Additionally, 

several members have supported, or are  

currently supporting, other students. Students 

are asked to send letters to their sponsors 

twice a year. 

Below is a letter of thanks and gratitude from 

one of the students, Erik Eduardo, who is 

sponsored by Oak Grove. 

SLT Scholars 

Dear sponsors Oak Grove Church, 

I send you a cordial greeting, hoping that you are in 

good health along with your loved ones and blessed 

by our Lord Jesus Christ every day. 

I want to tell you that I am doing well in my studies, 

and I am turning in all my homework. I am also  

learning many things with my teachers. I am learning 

many topics and I am having good grades because  

l am doing my best so that my parents are proud of me. 

I am also thankful to God because you are supporting 

me. May God bless you and your whole family! We are in the month to celebrate 

the independence in Guatemala, and all students had cultural activities and parade. 

We had many activities dedicated to our dear country. I participated in the parade 

and some activities. 

May God continue to bless you and our Mother Mary keep you! 

With affection and a big hug, 

Your sponsored friend, Erik Eduardo Simalaj López 



8 OAK LEAVES 

Through 

November 30, 2022 

2022 Actual vs Budget 2021 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $647,337 $667,697 ($20,361) $663,628 

Expense YTD $675,594 $741,532 $65,938 $682,864 

Income – Exp ($28,257) ($73,835) $45,578 ($19,236) 

Financial Summary: November income was $20.8K lower than budget, while expenses were 

over by $3.8K (Mission $5.4K, Building & Ops $3.3K). The yearly deficit of $28.3K is $45.6K 

better than expected. Note that $6.8K of this is Mission money that will be spent by year-end. 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Alli & Henry 

Koon 

(5 years on Jan. 6) 

Rod & Sarajane 

Myers 

(54 years on Jan. 25) 

Bill & Lisa 

Pomroy 

(46 years on Jan. 15) 

SESSION UPDATE 

At its Dec. 13 meeting, the Session approved the 2023 Budget and the following items 

from the Personnel Committee: 

• Be it resolved that $42,000 of the compensation paid the Reverend Bart Roush during 

2023, and all future years until amended, is designated as housing allowance in  

accordance with the provisions of Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code. 

• Be it resolved that $42,397.26 of the compensation paid the Reverend Mary Koon  

during 2023, and all future years until amended, is designated as housing allowance  

in accordance with the provisions of Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code.  



 

Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Marjorie Gibson (former member) died Nov. 26. 

Jan Carter’s sister, Linda Kangas, died Dec. 4. 

Becky Dop’s cousin, Dan Bellows, died Dec. 8, in Oregon. 

Lisa Pomroy’s nephew, Adam Martell, died Dec. 21. 

21:  Susannah Ehrenberg (8), Al Eiler (91) 

22:  Chidera Esele, Marshall Lagani, 

Rick Render 

23: Tatum Gillies (16), Roger Hornnes (88), 

Kathy Tominski 

24: Angelo Cantu (13), Dale Copeland (87), 

Dick Twete (86), Adam Decknatel,  

Brandon McKinnon, Karna Mikkelson 

25: John Crampton 

26: Karen Alonzi, Leslie Davis, Jim Knutson, 
Sharon Solomon 

27: Iris Karow, Maggie Snyder,  
Paula Uvodich 

28: Morgan Duvall (20), Gracie Thomas (11), 
Brooke Brandt, Susan Skovran,  
Terry Nesbitt 

29: DJ Smith (5), Cece Klueh (33) 

30: Jim Furber, Josh Pearson 

31: Margaret Koch (89), Tim Taylor 

January Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

1: Matthew Carter (16) 

2:  Caroline Delano, Paulette Jacobson, 
Anne Jones 

3:  Barb Bruder (90), Det Souvannasane 

4:  Lily Dodge (19), Hannah Jones (16), 
Margot Schrad (4) 

5: Brian Boakye-Ansah (20), Carrie Wilkens 

6: Karen Amato, Eugene Orr,  
Joan Ulwelling 

8: Lizzie Jeschke (17), Mary Tolvstad (87) 

9: Allan Carter (14), Julia Steskal (14), 
Sue Kim, Alix Montcho 

10: Ed Egan, Susan Spieth 

15: Bob Worthington (85), Bill Pomroy, 
Lisa Pomroy 

16: Bethany Lagani, Pat West 

17: Anne Klueh 

19:  Susan Bachman (88), Mark Erickson, 
Jim Reineke 
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Join us on Sunday mornings (9–10:00 am) 

for informative, faith-filled speakers. We meet 

in the social hall, where you are invited to 

have refreshments during and following the 

faith formation hour. 

Jan. 1: No AFF 

Please join us Sundays, Jan. 8 and Jan. 15 

for “Hope in all Things” with Rev. Julie Neraas. 

We’ll meet in the social hall. This will be an 

excellent opportunity! 

With hope, so much is possible. Without it, so 

little is. At its core hope is a sense of the way 

forward, of possibility, even in trouble or despair. 

Yet these days, many things complicate our 

relationship with hope, and threaten to send 

it to the sidelines. We believe there are also 

many reasons for hope. 

Julie Neraas is an ordained clergywoman, 

spiritual director, and former professor at 

Hamline University in St. Paul, Minn. 

She is the author of Apprenticed to Hope: A 

Sourcebook for Difficult Times, Seeing the 

Sacred: A Year in Snapshots, and Hope and 

Poetry: How They Sustain Us. 
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Beginning Jan. 8, children will meet Sunday 

mornings (9:15–10:15 am) with each other 

and their teachers at church. Please join us 

for prayer, fellowship and activities. Meeting 

together is an important way to continue to 

nurture the faith of our children and promote 

relationships in the church. 

• Preschool (3–5-year-olds) meet with  

Karen Gerdes, Linda Johnson & Alicia 

Chimchirian 

• Kindergarten–2nd graders meet with 

Laura Orr & Lizanne Ham 

• 3rd–5th graders meet with Sue Greimel 

and Stephen Jones 

Saturday, Jan. 7 (4:30–6:15 pm):  

Children’s Ministry invites you to participate 

in Feed My Starving Children in Eagan. This 

opportunity is for everyone 5 years and up! 

Please sign up by calling the church office or 

letting Mary know. We have 40 spaces to fill, 

and ALL are welcome! There are opportunities 

for active and sitting work. 

Adult Faith Formation 
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Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Jan. 3 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. Questions? Contact Jim 

McCarl (952-948-2991). 

Men’s Mentor Group: Jan. 19 
Third Thursday at 8:00 pm 

Join other men of Oak Grove as we discuss 

topics of interest, share joys and concerns, 

and explore and encourage one another in 

our faith. The group is open to all, no RSVP 

is needed. Questions? Contact Pastor Bart. 

Singles Fellowship: Jan. 9 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP. Questions? 

Contact Jane Jacobson (612-267-9068). 

Ladies Who Lunch: Jan. 18 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

Please join us at the new home of Bev 

Heise. We will enjoy a light lunch and discuss 

"The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek" 

which is a carryover from last month due to 

weather-related issues. All women are welcome! 

Question? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 

American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). 

Questions? Contact Jack Kley at 952-831-4138. 

Adult Bible Study: starts back up on Jan. 12 
Every Thursday (12–1:00 pm) 

Join Pastor Bart and/or Pastor Mary each week via Zoom to look at the scripture that will be 

the basis for the sermon the following Sunday. We will read the scripture together and then 

dive in!  

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Soul Sisters: Jan. 9 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Soul Sisters will meet at church for a time to 

check in and share fellowship and support. 

All women are invited, no RSVP is needed. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Note the date change. Please join us for this year’s retreat, “Rest and Resilience” at 

Clearwater Forest with our special guest speaker, Jacque Fletcher. A member of Oak 

Grove, Jacque is an award-winning author, motivational speaker, and a mindfulness and 

resilience teacher. The weekend will feature times for rest, reflection, storytelling, activity 

and learning. This time away is most valuable and we hope you will join us! Questions? 

Contact Pastor Mary Koon. Sign up at https://bit.ly/3VhsA0j. 

Rest and Resilience 

Please join us for the Oak Grove Presbyterian Women’s Retreat 

with special guest speaker Jacque Fletcher 

Clearwater Forest, January 20-22, 2023 

https://bit.ly/3VhsA0j

