
Sunday, Sept. 11 is Rally Day! 

Rally Day is the day we return to our fall worship schedule. Our faith formation hour offers time to  

reconnect with people you may have missed during the summer months and learn more about 

what’s going on at Oak Grove. This year, from 9–10:00 am, in the Social Hall, committees will have 

information available about what they are doing and ways you can be involved; ministry, outreach, 

fellowship and more. Children 3rd–5th grade will prepare cinnamon rolls for everyone to enjoy, and  

a table will be set up with activities for children. Worship will take place at 10:30 am. We hope to see 

you there! 

Sunday, Sept. 18: Faith Formation for all ages begins 

• Adults 9–10:00 am in the Sanctuary; join us in the social hall after for coffee. 

• Children (PK–5th grade) 9:15–10:15 am in the Sunday School rooms. 

• Youth 9:15–10:15 am: grades 9–12 in the Senior High Room and grades 6–8 in the Middle 

School Room. 

Wednesday, Sept. 21: WoW! Dinner & Programs begin 

This mid-week gathering is a time of fellowship. Join the church family; no reservations are needed. 

Dinner begins at 5:30 pm. Sept. 21 will feature tacos and Sept. 28 will be “Breakfast for Dinner.” 

Each meal includes salad and dessert. The cost is $5 for adults and $2 for children. 

Faith Formation (6:15–7:15 pm) 

• Adults in the Fireside Room 

 Sept. 21 Pastor Bart will lead a small group discussion. 

 Sept. 28 Pastor Mary will discuss “Walking as a spiritual practice.” 

• Children (PK–5th grade) in the Choir Room. Note: Children PK–2nd dismiss at 7 pm 

• Youth (grades 6–12) in the Senior High Room 

Choir will rehearse 7:15–8:15 pm in the Choir Room. 

 

Please see “Oak Grove’s Living with Covid-19 Response Plan” on pages 4–5 regarding any possible 

changes to the schedule above. 

Fall at Oak Grove 
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SESSION UPDATE 

At it’s August meeting the Session approved the following items: 

• A motion to have the new worship time at 10:30 am starting on Sept. 11, 2022. 

• A motion from the Re-Entry Task Force to approve the “Living with Covid” Plan. 

• A motion from Budget & Finance to approve, retroactively, of all changes to the  

Endowment Policy since 2015. 

• A motion from Building & Operations that the newly condensed 2022 Building Use  

Policy be approved and implemented. 

• A motion from the Mission Committee to approve that $25,000 from the Special Projects 

Fund be sent to Simpson Housing Services for a new shelter and apartments. 

• A motion from the Mission Committee to approve a “welcome basket drive” after Labor 

Day for Urban Homeworks which will be stored at Oak Grove until October. 

This three-session series (plan to attend all 

sessions) for women will focus on self-care, 

resiliency and hope as we express ourselves 

through the creation of collages. Each week 

we will explore what inspires, renews and 

fills us with joy. 

Collage is an intuitive and transformative 

process of gathering, cutting/tearing and 

composing images until art emerges. No 

previous art experience is ever needed. It is 

non-intimidating, and the process of creation 

is calming and comforting. There is no cost, 

and all supplies will be furnished. 

This series will be facilitated by Gloria 

Larsen, an Expressive Arts Facilitator, who 

presents art making experiences through 

collage, imagery, and reflective writing. 

All sessions will take place at Oak Grove 

from 10:00 am–Noon on Tuesdays (Sept. 27, 

Oct. 4 and Oct. 11). 

Registration for the series is limited to a 

maximum of 10 participants. To register, call 

the church office (952-888-4621). 

Expressive Art through Collage Thank You, Good Neighbor! 

The Friendship Committee invites you to 

help us celebrate those who work hard to 

make our community safe and welcoming 

and loving! On behalf of Oak Grove, we 

hope to recognize and encourage those who 

put extra effort into our community. 

Nominate an organization by filling out an 

online Google form (https://bit.ly/3omlRUo). 

For more information, please contact Kathy 

Howell. 

For the month of September, ‘Good Neighbor’ 

cards, certificates, and treats will be shared 

with Oak Grove Elementary and Middle 

School teachers to say ‘thank you’ for their 

much appreciated and excellent service  

during COVID. They are so devoted to the 

children in our community. 

https://bit.ly/3omlRUo
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Oak Grove’s “Living with Covid-19” Response Plan 

R 
ecently, at the recommendation of 

the Re-Entry Team, the Session, 

passed a new approach and plan 

for Oak Grove Presbyterian Church’s protocols 

and response to COVID-19. A fuller version 

of this plan is available to any who wish to 

review it.  

Recognizing that we are entering a new 

phase of COVID-19, where the virus will likely 

remain circulating in the community for the 

long-term, it was important to reassess our 

approach and develop a plan that allows us 

to “live with Covid.” Our goal with this plan is 

to reduce the risk of serious infection while 

balancing the need to continue in the activities 

and ministries that are so very important to 

the community. 

The protocols outlined in this article will  

adjust based on the CDC Community  

Risk Level for Hennepin County. For more 

information about Community Risk Levels, 

see https://bit.ly/3pKppzS. 

In short, when the Community Risk Level is 

“Low” or “Medium,” masks will be optional, or 

recommended and food will be allowed at 

any activity. When the Community Risk Level 

is “High,” more stringent protocols are needed. 

The table below and at right gives more detail 

about each protocol. 

As a reminder, being up to date on vaccination 

is the best prevention from the virus and the 

way to increase the safety and well-being of 

Oak Grove members and the wider community. 

We encourage all those involved in Oak 

Grove to get vaccinated and stay up to date 

on vaccinations, understanding that some 

cannot be vaccinated. 

We ask persons to stay home if they are sick 

or if they have been in contact with someone 

who has COVID-19. 

Finally, we thank you all for your support and 

flexibility as we have navigated these last 

several years. As always, we remind everyone 

that all of the recommendations by the  

Re-Entry Team, and decisions made by Session 

have been driven by the latest medical and 

scientific data available at the time, our values 

of inclusion and care for one another, and the 

greatest commandment to love God by loving 

our neighbor.  

Mitigation  

Strategies 
Low Risk Medium Risk High Risk 

Indoor Masking Optional Encouraged but not required 

for worship or larger gathering: 

N95 or KN95 masks preferred 

Optional for smaller groups that 

can socially distance  

Required: N95 or KN95 

masks preferred  

Outdoor Masking Optional Optional Required 

https://bit.ly/3pKppzS
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Oak Grove’s “Living with Covid-19” Response Plan 

Mitigation  

Strategies 
Low Risk Medium Risk High Risk 

Maximum Capacity 

Limits 

Optional Sanctuary: up to 200  

Gideon Pond Hall & 

indoor rooms: 75% 

capacity or what enables 

6-ft. distancing  

Outdoors: capacity 

based on space, type 

of event, and group 

using the space  

Sanctuary: up to 100  

Gideon Pond Hall & indoor 

rooms: 50% capacity or what 

enables 6-ft. distancing  

Outdoors: up to 100  

Food Service No additional 

precautions  

beyond those 

mandated by 

safe food han-

dling procedures  

No additional  

precautions beyond 

those mandated by 

safe food handling 

procedures  

No food service 

Singing Masks optional Indoors: everyone can 

sing, all are encouraged 

to mask  

Outdoors: choir and 

everyone else can 

sing, masks optional  

Indoors: choir only can sing, 

masked  

Outdoors: choir and everyone 

else can sing, all masked  

CPR/AED Training: Saturday, Oct. 15 

Training will take place in the Community Room (9am to 1 pm) at Oak Grove. Space is  

limited to 10 participants and there is no charge for the course. 

Learn how to identify and respond to the signs of cardiac arrest, how to perform CPR and 

how to properly use an Automated External Defibrillator (AED).  

For more information or to sign up, contact Carol Osweiler at carol.osweiler@gmail.com or 

952-237-5894. 

 

mailto:carol.osweiler@gmail.com
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Midterm Elections and Voting 

Submitted by the Social Justice Committee 

T 
he Oak Grove Social Justice Committee 

wrote a series of articles for the Oak 

Leaves on Voting Rights last year 

and is still discussing voting rights. Voting 

has never been more important than this year.  

Modern technology has made access to  

information easy but discerning what is good 

information and what is false is more difficult. 

Deciding on sources to trust isn't complicat-

ed. Trust established organizations such as 

major newspapers, public universities and of 

course your church organizations. 

Start by making sure you are registered to 

vote at the Minnesota Secretary of State's 

website. Visit “My Ballot” to see the names of 

candidates and questions that will be on the 

ballot for your precinct. 

Click on the candidate websites to see what 

issues they support. The Secretary of State 

website also shows where to vote as some 

district boundaries and voting places have 

changed. If you're not yet registered to vote, 

the Secretary of State website explains how 

to register in advance or on election day. 

The Presbyterian News Service follows “the 

germane values and principles as expressed 

by The Associated Press, specifically: 

1. “That means we abhor inaccuracies, 

carelessness, bias or distortions. It  

means we will not knowingly introduce 

false information into material intended  

for publication or broadcast; nor will we 

alter photo or image content. Quotations 

must be accurate, and precise.” 

2. “It means we don’t plagiarize.” 

3. “It means we avoid behavior or activities 

that create a conflict of interest and  

compromise our ability to report the news 

fairly and accurately, uninfluenced by any 

person or action.” 

4. “It means we must be fair. Whenever  

we portray someone in a negative light, 

we must make a real effort to obtain a  

response from that person. When  

mistakes are made, they must be  

corrected―fully and ungrudgingly.” 

5. “And ultimately, it means it is the responsibility 

of every one of us to ensure that these 

standards are upheld. Any time a question 

is raised about any aspect of our work, it 

should be taken seriously.” 

 

Whenever the people are well-

informed they can be trusted 

with their own government.  

– Thomas Jefferson 

“ 

Interested in joining Oak Grove? 

Our new member class will be held after the 10:30 am service on Sunday, Sept. 11. We will 

meet in the Fireside Room and lunch will be provided. New members will be presented to the 

congregation the following Sunday, Sept. 18. We would love to have you join! Questions? 

Please contact Sandy Crum (952-715-1252). 

https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx
https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx
https://myballotmn.sos.state.mn.us/
https://www.pcusa.org/aboutpcnews/
http://www.ap.org/
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Discernment Process: What’s Next for Oak Grove? 

W 
e have begun the work of our 

intentional period of discernment 

to answer the following three 

questions: “Who are we,?” “Who is our 

neighbor?” and, “What is God calling us to 

be and do?” to determine what is next for 

Oak Grove as we emerge from the pandemic, 

and we look forward to many years of meaningful 

worship, fellowship, mission, ministry, and 

justice work within and for the community. 

We are in the first phase of this work; the  

discovery phase. The discovery phase is a 

time to gather information to get an accurate 

reflection of who we are and who and what 

our community (neighbor) is. This will include 

moments to have small group conversation, 

congregational conversations, and individual 

conversations.  

Congregational Conversations 

We have already completed two congregational 

conversations discussing the discernment 

process itself and why it is important at this 

time, and a conversation about the challenges 

and opportunities faced by faith communities 

in the United States in the 21st century. 

Upcoming Congregational Conversations: 

• Sunday, Sept. 18 (following worship, 

lunch provided): Exploring the purpose 

and meaning of church. 

• Saturday, Oct. 1 (9–11:00 am): “How It All 

Works Together,” exploring the intersections 

of mission, social justice, and education. 

• Saturday, Oct. 8 (9–11:00 am): 

“Reconciling Our Past and Being Committed 

to Anti-Racism Work.” 

Small Group Discussion 

These discussions are an opportunity for 

small groups of Oak Grove members to  

explore concerns for the world and how and 

where the church might meet those concerns 

in the future. 

These conversations will last 60–90 minutes. 

If you are willing to host a small group  

in your home, please contact Pastor Bart. 

• Wednesday, Sept. 14 (3 pm) at the home 

of Iris Karow’s (6001 Timberglade Dr) 

• Wednesday, Sept. 14 (7 pm) via Zoom 

• Thursday, Sept. 15 (8 pm) at Oak Grove 

in the Fireside Room 

• Wednesday, Sept. 21 (2 pm) at  

Presbyterian Homes 

• Wednesday, Sept. 21 (6:15 pm) at  

Oak Grove in the Fireside Room  

(Dinner at 5:30 pm) 

• Sunday, Sept. 25 (Noon) at Oak Grove  

in the Fireside Room (Lunch Provided) 

• Thursday, Sept. 29 (7 pm) at the home of 

Bev & Bob Heise (9850 Colorado Rd) 

Individual Interviews 

This is an opportunity for one-on-one  

conversation to talk about high points, hopes, 

and dreams for the future of Oak Grove. 

These conversations will last about 45–60 

minutes. If you would like to be interviewed 

as part of the discernment process, please 

contact Pastor Bart. 
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T 
he annual worship in the park and 

picnic was held at Moir Park on Sunday, 

August 14 under blue skies, warm 

breezes, and lush trees. People of all ages 

enjoyed energetic music, meditations on 

trees, and good fellowship. The children had 

a lot of fun playing on the playground. 

During announcements, Kathryn Berger of 

the Minnesota Council of Churches, Refugee 

services, offered Oak Grove a recognition of 

appreciation for our partnership with the 

Sharifi family. After worship, several Afghan 

families joined us for lunch, and new friends 

were made. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 

morning one of joy; the musicians (Nancy, 

Judy, Emma, Cece, Karen), tech crew 

(Pierce, Bob, Mac, Ruth), photographers 

(Don, Randy), the Friendship committee and 

all who brought flowers and tablecloths. You 

are all appreciated! 

Outdoor Worship & Church Picnic 
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T 
here are a several direct ways Oak 

Grove and friends can be a continuing 

partner with our resettling friends 

from Afghanistan. As you may recall, the 

families moved the end of July to the Hopkins 

area for more affordable housing and are 

now learning about the new neighborhood 

and how to access to goods and services. 

Since Resettlement Agency support is for six 

months, these families are also now taking 

on many more responsibilities for self-

sufficiency.  

Some immediate critical needs include: 

1. Driver for preschool drop-off and/or pick-up 

Mon–Fri. (7:45 am pick-up of parent and 

two children, parent will place cars seats. 

Deliver children to preschool one mile 

away then return parent to apartment.  

Reverse for 11:45 am parent pick-up  

for noon pick-up of children. 

2. Driver for another child, Mon–Thu 8:15 

am pick-up/8:30 am drop off, then return 

parent to apartment. Reverse for 10:45 

am parent pick-up for 11 am child pick-up. 

If one driver can do 1 and 2, the first set of 

car seats can stay in vehicle to be used by 

the second pick up. Quite possible for this to 

be two people who volunteer together, the 

pick-up folks could all be in a backseat. We 

hope that carpooling with other families who 

go to this preschool will become the option 

by mid-October. 

Downtown Hopkins has some cute spots for 

a cup of java and some newspaper time or 

Excelsior Blvd. has tons of great choices for 

those who might be willing to commit a morning 

to remaining in the area for this mini- 

bus driver (aka “car”) opportunity! 

Two of our friends have passed their drivers 

permit exams. Others have completed an 

online Drivers Training class and are awaiting 

their September permit tests while others are 

still waiting for their chance. With permits, 

folks next need opportunities for practice 

driving. Some of our friends were drivers in 

Afghanistan so most of this is not so new to 

them!  

Can you assist a friend in observing your 

driving and/or lending an opportunity for this 

permit-holding driver to practice driving?  

You will be providing a giant step toward  

independence since licensed drivers can 

move up in their workplace jobs! 

Regular volunteering or finding one date/

month would be welcome. Also, please think 

through your network of folks, maybe you 

know a retired driver education instructor 

who would love to jump back in or perhaps 

someone who lives in the Hopkins area. If 

you would care to partner on one or more of 

these opportunities, or discuss possibilities 

further, please contact Kathy Howell at  

952-200-5129). We’re sure you will be very 

glad to be involved with these amazing friends!  

Our Friends from Afghanistan 
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A 
cclaimed composer/performer Victor 

Zupanc and long-time music  

director/composer at Children's 

Theatre Company and Guthrie Theatre in 

Minneapolis, will be performing a concert  

titled, "Welcome to My World." You'll hear 

pop tunes, classical violin, classical vocal 

pieces, accordion tunes, songs from theater 

and stories from an extensive career. 

There will also be a very special world premiere 

of a new piece for marimba and piano. Oak 

Grove Presbyterian Church recently invested 

in a new marimba built by master marimba 

builder, Oscar Biolley, in Costa Rica. Victor 

was commissioned to compose a new piece 

for that instrument to commemorate this very 

special event. Be the first to ever hear this 

piece performed by Victor and Caitlin Lucic, 

Oak Grove member. 

This concert will feature Victor and several 

other musicians, including Oak Grove members 

Jessi McKinnon and Emma Wasko, performing 

Victor's original music as well as other music 

influences from his life. It will be a potpourri 

of music, old and new, that is perfect for all 

ages. Please come and enjoy a glimpse into 

the twisted world of Victor Zupanc. 

www.victorzupanc.com. 

Sunday Sept. 25 (3:00 pm) 

Free will donation ($15 suggested price but 

pay what you can). There will be no presale or 

electronic payment. Cash or check at the door. 

About Victor Zupanc 

As a composer, music director, sound designer 

and performer Victor has worked on over 300 

plays at some of the most prestigious theaters 

in America and abroad. Artists he has 

worked with include Stephen Sondheim, 

Randy Newman and David Byrne. Victor has 

also received many commissions to compose 

new music for orchestras and choirs around 

the country. 

His music has been heard in China, Japan, 

Europe, South America, South Africa, Great 

Britain, Australia, New Zealand and Canada. 

In addition, he has scored several feature 

films and documentaries that have been  

distributed worldwide including the critically 

acclaimed motion picture, The Operator.  

Victor’s theme music has been heard regularly 

on National Public Radio. 

Since 1989, he has been the resident Music 

Director/Composer at the Tony Award winning 

Children’s Theatre Company of Minneapolis. 

He has also worked on over twenty productions 

at The Guthrie Theatre and dozens of shows 

at The Mixed Blood Theatre. And, in his 

spare time, he loves to just play and sing for 

people, sharing stories and music from his 

extensive career. 

Please visit www.victorzupanc.com for more 

information. 

Victor Zupanc Concert at Oak Grove; Sunday, Sept. 25 

Save the Date: Golden Harvest Dinner 

October 16, 2022, following the church service. Food and fellowship for those  

80+ years old and friend-to-friends. 

https://victorzupanc.com
https://victorzupanc.com
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I 
 am helping raise support for NAMIWalks, 

on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022.  

Donations will support the core mission 

of NAMI Minnesota providing mental health 

education, support, and advocacy. 

Any contribution helps. Even one extra dollar 

can get lifesaving information to a person or 

family when they desperately need it. There 

is more need than ever before to provide  

accessible resources and assistance to people 

facing mental illnesses. Mental Health is not 

just for some, Mental Health is for all!  

How we can show that Oak Grove Cares 

1. Donate to NAMIWalks. Any donation, no 

matter how small, helps. 

Online: Go to www.namiwalks.org. At top 

right, click on “Fundraiser Search”, type 

my name (Cecelia Laurie) into the Search 

box, then click on the “Donate Now!” button. 

By check: Make out the check to NAMI 

Minnesota and write “NAMIWalks Cecelia 

Laurie” in the memo line. Mail to NAMI 

Minnesota, 1919 University Ave W, #400, 

Saint Paul, MN 55104. 

2. Let’s have an Oak Grove team of walkers. 

The Walk (hopefully) will take place this 

year in person at Minnehaha Park 

(Saturday, Sept. 24). Program starts at  

11 am and the walk starts at 1 pm. Let me 

know if you are interested in participating 

in the Walk together. 

If you want further information about NAMI  

or NAMIWalks, visit the NAMI Minnesota 

website: www.namimn.org. 

Questions? 

Contact Cecelia Laurie at 952-303-3920 

(home), 205-292-5242 (cell), or via email  

calaurie78@gmail.com. 

NAMIWalks Minnesota: Saturday, Sept. 24 
Submitted by Cecelia Laurie 

Love to sing? Want to join a choir? 

Here’s your opportunity! 

Chancel Choir begins rehearsals and Sunday 

singing this September. Our first rehearsal 

will be Wednesday, Sept. 7 at 7:15 pm in 

our ‘new’ choir room! New carpet, paint, piano, 

folders, cabinets… it looks wonderful, and 

we will be rehearsing there each Wednesday. 

Our first Sunday of singing in worship will be 

Sept. 11. We’d love for you to join us! If you 

have questions, please contact Judy Cooper 

at j952-250-9226 or jcooper@oakgrv.org. 

Instrumentalists, get your instruments tuned 

up and in good working order. I’m anticipating 

having our intergenerational orchestra playing 

a couple times this year. Again, if you have 

questions, contact Judy. 

Singles Group Wine Tasting 

Mark your calendars for Friday, Sept. 23,  

to visit a winery. We will meet in the church 

parking lot at 10:45 am to carpool to Alexis 

Bailey Winery near Hastings for our outing. 

Since they do not serve food, you will need 

to pack a bag lunch to enjoy with our wine 

tasting. You do not need to register, just 

show up that morning in the church parking 

lot. 

If you have questions, please contact Sharon 

Nolte at 952-884-1014. 

https://www.namiwalks.org
https://www.namimn.org
mailto:calaurie78@gmail.com
mailto:jcooper@oakgrv.org
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J 
oin us Saturday, Sept. 24 for Oak 

Grove’s annual woodcutting event at 

Clearwater Forest. There will be a lot 

of fun, fresh air, fellowship and hard work. 

This is an event for all ages with many regular 

Oak Grovers returning every year, Why?  

Because it truly is a lot of fun and a highlight 

for many. Youth are especially welcome. 

As always, the benefits of going to Clearwater 

Camp are more than splitting wood for annual 

Clearwater visitors and campers. Families 

can treat this event as an introduction to the 

property to see the opportunities for young 

camp attendees, a full weekend to hike, bike, 

kayak, swim and fish.  

We have camp sites and some room with 

beds available if you would like to come up 

the night before and/or stay Saturday. 

If interested in going and/or knowing more 

information, please contact Carrie Wilkens at 

952-240-5022 or carriewilkens@comcast.net. 

Thank you, 

– Carrie Wilkens,  

a lover of all things Clearwater 

Woodcutting at Clearwater Forest 

J 
oin us Saturday, Sept. 17 (11 am to 3 pm) 

in the Oak Grove parking lot for the  

annual EV Expo which is free and open 

to the public. The expo will feature many new 

EV models for test drives and test rides. 

More than 20 different EV models will be 

shown by their owners and an electric school 

bus from Eastern Carver County will be on 

display. Kids can try their hand at building 

model wind turbines in our KidWind wind tunnel. 

There will also be many e-bikes, e-mowers,  

e-snow blowers and other electric toys and 

tools to try out. 

Talks by experts will tell you all you need to 

know to get plugged in. For more information, 

please visit https://bit.ly/3otvosz. 

Electric Vehicle (EV) Expo 

mailto:carriewilkens@comcast.net
https://bit.ly/3otvosz
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Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Sept. 6 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. 

Questions? Contact Gordon Beattie at  

952-941-0742. 

Men’s Mentor Group: Sept. 15 
Third Thursday at 8:00 pm 

Join other men of Oak Grove as we discuss 

topics of interest, share joys and concerns, 

and explore and encourage one another in 

our faith. The group is open to all, no RSVP 

is needed. Questions? Contact Pastor Bart. 

Singles Fellowship: Sept. 12 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP.  

Questions? Contact Jane Jacobson at  

612-267-9068. 

Ladies Who Lunch: Sept. 21 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

We will meet at the home of Bev Heise 

(9850 Colorado Rd), to discuss the book 

"My Beloved World” by Supreme Court Jus-

tice Sonia Sotomayor. A light lunch will be 

provided. All women are welcome, even if 

you haven’t read the book, and no RSVP is 

needed. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 

American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). 

Questions? Contact Bob Gerdes at  

612-219-2134 

Adult Bible Study: 
Every Thursday (12–1:00 pm) 

Beginning Sept. 15, join Pastor Bart and/or Pastor Mary each week via Zoom to look at the 

scripture that will be the basis for the sermon the following Sunday. We will read the scripture 

together and then dive in!  

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Soul Sisters: Sept. 12 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Soul Sisters will meet at church for a time to 

check in and share fellowship and support. 

All women are invited, no RSVP is needed. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 



Arlene & Joe 

Jullie 

(34 years on Sept. 25) 

Gary & Sharron 

Meier 

(61 years on Sept. 16) 
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Dick & Sharon 

Fields 

(61 years on Sept. 2) 

Significant Anniversaries:  
1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Through 

July 31, 2022 

2022 Actual vs Budget 2021 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $463,880 $463,475 $405 $480,289 

Expense YTD $427,543 $470,329 $42,786 $445,987 

Income – Exp $36,337 ($6,854) $43,192 $34,302 

Financial Summary: July income was $7.3K higher than budget, likely due to the Pledge 

Statements (27 sent to those who hadn’t paid anything in 2022 – several paid in full!).  

Expenses were under by $4.7K (Building & Ops $1.5K, Personnel $1.3K, Technology $1.1K, 

Youth $0.6K, Mission $0.5K). The yearly surplus of $36.3K is $43.2K better than expected. 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Budget & Finance Tips: Donating Stock to Charity 

Instead of donating cash to Oak Grove or your other favorite charity, ask your tax advisor 

about the advantages of giving stocks instead. It may lead to a higher tax deduction since  

it allows you to avoid capital gains tax.  

Say you own appreciated stock worth $27,400. If you sell it, you may pay $7,400 in capital 

gains tax, leaving you with $20,000 to give to your church as a tax donation. Instead, you can 

donate the stock directly to your church. The church then receives the full $27,400 value – 

and you write the full $27,400 value off on your taxes! 

Darlene & Larry 

Throndson 

(62 years on Sept. 24) 



 

Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

Stephen Jones’ cousin, Virgil, passed away in July. 

Stephen Jones’ former co-worker, Steve Campen, passed 

away July 22 at the age of 53. 

Sebastien Blondo, dear friend of the Pearson and Grussing 

families, passed away Aug. 6 at the age of 17. 

Ken Hanson passed away Aug. 12 at the age of 101. 

Elsie Clark passed away Aug. 17 at the age of 95. 

Lou Traeder’s nephew, Todd Nelson, passed away recently. 

20: Bev Bliss, Emilie Christy 

21:  Junia Lassiter (5), Larry Klueh, 
Katie Propsom 

22:  Morgen Gray, Tonya Lawrence 

23: Larry Throndson (88), Mary Crampton, 

Anne Mee 

24:  Pat Latourelle, Caitlin Lucic 

25:  Don Latourelle, Marilyn Twete 

26: Robin Koon (1), Vaughn Sheff, 
Jennie Steskal 

27: Judy Harder (83), Bill Cross 

29: Stacy Brand, Carol Frechette, 
Bonnie Grussing, Jessi McKinnon, 
Jody Milton 

30: Paige Arndt (10), Ruth Metzger, 
Mike Steskal 

September Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

2: Stanley Schrad (2) 

3:  Patrick Fineran, Rick Wahtera 

4:  Adonis Brandt (7), Heidi Schrad 

5: Pierce Flanagan, Jacque Fletcher 

6: Norma Ritterspach (84) 

7: Macy McKinnon (8), Everly Mee (5) 

10: Bob Crum, Tammy Love 

11: Amelia Krentz (6) 

14: Eric Duvall 

15: Inez Pond (97), Anna Benz, Mike Benz 

16: Emily Lassiter 

17: Pat Gleason, Sida Souvannasane 

19: Gabriella Ham (7), Erin Norris, 
Sarah Oslund 

15 SEPTEMBER 2022 

Help Care for Our Landscape 

Help is needed to maintain our garden and shrub beds. Jane Horn is requesting volunteers  

to adopt a small section of the Vanatta Memorial Garden or other planted areas. The primary 

need is to watch for weeds and remove them. You could even bring your gloves to church 

and pull a weed or two each Sunday. Ongoing maintenance of a small area makes it easy. 

Contact Jane at 952-447-3061 or oyjane2@gmail.com. 

mailto:oyjane2@gmail.com
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Cornerstone 

Cornerstone was founded in 1983 to connect 

women in crisis due to domestic violence 

with support and safety. Since then, they’ve 

become a multifaceted nonprofit with accessible, 

innovative and comprehensive services for 

adults and youth of all genders who are  

experiencing or have experienced domestic 

violence, sexual violence, human trafficking 

or crime. 

On behalf of Cornerstone and the families we 

serve, thank you for Oak Grove Presbyterian 

Church’s support since our very earliest day. 

We are truly grateful to your faith community, 

and I wanted to share an update about some 

events and programming here at Cornerstone.  

I look forward to filling you in on all the great 

work your support makes possible! 

Courtney Poja, Senior Director of Advancement 

https://cornerstonemn.org 

International Village Clinic  

International Village Clinic (IVC) is dedicated 

to bringing health and medical services to the 

poor villages of India. 98% of all donations 

and grants to IVC is spent on their programs 

helping children and expectant mothers. Oak 

Grove has supported and been partners with 

IVC for many years. 

On behalf of IVC, thank you for your very 

generous donation of $8,000. Your commitment 

to IVC will enable us to continue to meet the 

goals of our mission and focus on our goal of 

bringing primary health to the impoverished 

villages of India and touching the lives of the 

many unfortunate children. 

Michael McNabb, Board Member 

http://www.villageclinic.org 

Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition 

Coping with death can result in stressful changes. Attempts to deny the pain and confusion  

of grief promote despair and loneliness. Gaining an understanding of the grief process in a 

caring and supportive atmosphere increases coping skills and leads to personal growth.  

Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area are working together to provide free support and 

education for adults who are grieving the death of a loved one. You can start any series at 

any time. There is no commitment on attendance and no cost, just show up! Group meetings 

are held on Thursdays, 4:30–6:00 pm at Nativity of Mary Catholic Church (9900 Lyndale Ave 

S, Bloomington). See https://brgriefcoalition.com for more details. 

Sept. 22: Is It Grief, or Something More? 

 Dr. Mary Harlow 

Sept. 29: The Courage to Ask: Embracing 

Help on the Path to Healing 

 Dr. Rene Garpestad 

Oct. 6: The Puzzle Called Grief 

 Donna Mathiowetz 

Oct. 13: Where is God in My Grief? 

 Stuart Walker 

“Thank You” Oak Grove Mission Committee 

https://cornerstonemn.org
http://www.villageclinic.org
https://brgriefcoalition.com

