What’s Next for Oak Grove?

E

very church needs to be able to answer
three questions. These are, “Who are
we?” “Who is our neighbor?” and “What
is God calling us to be and do?”
The question of who we are is about our identity
– about what makes us unique and what values
undergird what we are about. Knowing who we
are allows for clear and purposeful decisions to
move us into the future.
The question of who our neighbor is, is about our
context – where we live in time and space. This
is both a geographical question and a cultural
question. Knowing who is around us and what is
going on in the wider culture allows for informed
decisions about how to engage with our community
or communities.
The question about where God is calling us is
about our purpose and our mission. God is active
in the world and calls us out into the world to join
God in particular service to the world.
Spending time in discernment to arrive at possible
answers to these questions allows the church to
respond faithfully to God’s calling. As we begin
to emerge from a global pandemic, the answer
to these questions for Oak Grove Presbyterian
Church are not entirely clear. Because of this,
it is time to enter into some meaningful and
purposeful conversations through a structured
planning process.

This planning process will include four stages:
Discover, Dream, Design, and Deliver (or Destiny).
In the Discover phase, information is gathered
to get a clear picture of who we are and who
our neighbors are. The Dream phase takes the
information from the discovery phase and begins
to imagine where God is calling us. The Design
phase takes the dreams that are articulated and
begins to form specific plans, innovations, and
actions to make the dream a reality. The Deliver
phase begins the implementation of moving into
our new future.

The “What’s Next” process will be led by Pastor
Bart with a group of 9 to 12 Oak Grove members
and regular participants helping shape and lead
the process. We anticipate this will take about
six months.
Pastor Bart will lead a discussion on Sunday,
July 24, following worship to provide some
more information and context for what the
process is and why church leadership feels it is
necessary at this time. It is expected that these
conversations will last between 60–90 minutes.
Once the leadership team is created, the first
step to thinking about what’s next for Oak Grove
is to gather lots of information to get an accurate
reflection of who we are and who and what are
community (neighbor) is.
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This could include:
•

Gathering of demographic data about
the congregation

•

Gathering of demographic data about
the neighborhoods in which the church
is located, and the neighborhoods
where church members work and live

•

Gathering of future planning information
from the city for the neighborhood
around the church

•

Neighborhood walk-arounds

•

Interviews with neighbors

•

Interviews with neighborhood institutions

•

Interviews with individual church
members

•

Home meetings with small groups

•

Congregational “town-hall” meetings

Look for future invitations to be interviewed
individually or as a group, and for future
dates where the information that is gathered
will be shared with the congregation. If you
have any questions, please contact Pastor Bart.

Chancel Flowers
Every week beautiful flowers grace the Sanctuary. Contributing flowers
is a way to glorify God and beautify the chancel area. The contribution
can be in honor of someone, in memory of someone who has died, in
celebration of milestone events (birthdays or anniversaries), or as
thanksgiving for friends and family. Your dedication will appear in the
Sunday bulletin for your chosen date.
There are two arrangements available each Sunday at a cost of $30 each. After Sunday service,
you are welcome to bring your arrangement home or, if you prefer, the Deacons can bring
it to someone on the prayer list. Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or
urbanfields2.1@q.com to sign up and reserve your special date.
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Discriminatory Covenants: What they are and how to remove them
Submitted by Social Justice Committee

I

n post-Civil War Minnesota and across
the country, developers, real estate
agents, and local, state and federal
governments prohibited Black Americans
from realizing their full rights and opportunities
as citizens. Governments and developers
deliberately used discriminatory covenants to
create segregated communities and build
wealth for the white community at the
expense of the Black community and other
people of color.
These “white-only” covenants restricted families
along racial and ethnic lines from owning
homes in the majority of neighborhoods in
our cities.
In Minneapolis, the first racially restrictive
deed appeared in 1910, when Henry and Leonora
Scott sold a property on 35th Avenue South
to Nels Anderson. The deed contained what
would become a common restriction: “…the
premises shall not at any time be conveyed,
mortgaged or leased to any person or persons
of Chinese, Japanese, Moorish, Turkish,
Negro, Mongolian or African blood or descent.”
Another example of discriminatory covenant
language read: “That the said land or buildings
thereon shall never be rented, leased or sold,
…nor shall same be occupied exclusively
by person or persons other than of the
Caucasian race.”
These covenants structured who could (and could
not) access best wealth-building opportunities.
The effects remain today in the Twin Cities
and across our country. (See Univ. of MN’s
“mapping prejudice” reference at right.)
Bloomington discriminatory covenants were
established between 1923 and 1951 and are
not legally enforceable under current laws.
Minnesota law now allows property owners to
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remove shameful and discriminatory language
from property titles.
The City of Bloomington – along with 13 other
cities in Minnesota – is a Just Deeds Coalition
participant. Just Deeds is a coalition of
community stakeholders committed to
acknowledging and addressing systemic racism
in housing in Minnesota. It provides free legal
and title services to help property owners find
discriminatory covenants and discharge them
from their property titles.
Still today, 500 properties (in Bloomington
alone) have real estate deeds that include
discriminatory covenants. As a property owner,
you may not be aware that this covenant exists
in your title. You can look up your property on
the City’s website blm.mn/justdeeds.
Much of this information was pulled from
justdeeds.org; please visit this site to learn
much more. Also, here are two additional
sources of information for you:
https://mappingprejudice.umn.edu/
https://www.pbs.org/video/jim-crow-of-thenorth-stijws/

“Discharging these covenants doesn’t erase the
harm they caused. But facing this history is the
first step for homeowners and municipalities
to begin to address the adverse effects on
communities of color. This includes stifling
access to wealth, education, policing, safety,
neighborhood parks and public transportation,
what other communities take for granted.”
[Source: justdeeds.org]

Come Celebrate: Monday, July 4 (8–11:00 am)
Pancake Breakfast for VEAP
The Gerdes House (Bob & Karen)
10741 Sheridan Ave
Please bring a non-perishable food item or cash to donate.
Tables will be separated–masks can be worn–let’s enjoy being together!
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Vacation Bible School
Caring for God’s Creation

A

fter a two-year hiatus due to the
pandemic Oak Grove children and
volunteers joyfully gathered together
for Vacation Bible School June 20–23 and
together we learned how to care for God’s earth.
Thirty children from preschool to 5th grade
and nearly as many volunteers danced,
sang, told jokes, and listened to a story each
morning. Throughout the morning children
created crafts encompassing all the creatures
of the earth while watching monarch butterflies
change before their eyes.
In science, the children watched with wide
eyes as we learned about the wonders of
God’s earth. We saw how hot air balloons
work and created our own renewable energy
through experiments with wind.
And finally, the children enjoyed fun game
time running around the newly remodeled
community room, helping each other in relay
races and laughing together at water balloon
tosses and parachute games.
Our goal for the week was to collect noisy
offering and toilet paper for our friends at
VEAP. Oak Grove children and their families
generously donated enough to fill a huge
pallet of toilet paper to help our neighbors!
Thank you to all of our volunteers who made
this possible! Thank you to the families who
shared their exceptionally kind kids with us
for the week. We are blessed. It was a joy
filled and beautiful week caring for God’s earth.
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Pastors: Mary Koon, Bart Roush
Preschool: Karen Gerdes, Linda Johnson,
Judy Kingery
Kindergarten: Anne Klueh, Lily Dodge
1st-2nd: Kaitlin Krentz, Jill Gillies
3rd-5th: Cece Klueh, Elizabeth Sundal
Art/Projects: Sue Greimel, Anne Mee
Games: Seth Thomas, Laura Orr
Science: Bob Gerdes, Al Greimel, John
Crampton, Nat Myers, Catherine Myers,
Matthew Carter, H Roush
Music: Judy Cooper, Caitlin Lucic, Cece Klueh
Snacks: Jeri Anderson, Sandy Crum,
Connie Nesbitt
Registration: Jeri Anderson, Sue Powers

Vacation Bible School
Caring for God’s Creation
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Vacation Bible School
Caring for God’s Creation
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Vacation Bible School
Caring for God’s Creation
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Save the Dates!

TIM DUBIS RECOGNITION
Sunday, July 10

PASTOR BART INSTALLATION
Sunday, July 17

Please join us as we recognize Tim Dubis
and his many years of service to Oak
Grove during worship at 9:30 am
followed by a post-service celebration!

Please join us for the Installation of
Rev. Bart Roush as Pastor at Oak
Grove Presbyterian Church as a part of
the regular worship service at 9:30 am
followed by an outdoor (weather permitting)
reception with refreshments.

SUMMER SUPPERS

2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month through August!
Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be
together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch,
patio, lawn or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm.
July 13: Bev Bliss (host); 9408 Nicollet Ave S, Bloomington
July 27: Don Wagner (host); 8341 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington
Please plan to bring something to share (salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever
food shows up is our supper! If you are interested in hosting, please contact Kathy
Tominski (952-888-0697).
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Worship at Moir Park & Church Picnic: Sunday, Aug. 14
Come worship at the Moir Park Pavilion
(10320 Morgan Ave S,) at 10:30 am and then
stay for the annual church picnic to enjoy the
outdoors, lunch and fellowship!

Bag lunches are $12 each and include a
6-inch hoagie (turkey, tuna or veggie club),
bag of chips, water and a sweet treat! Glutenfree bread options are available for $1 more.

You are welcome to bring a favorite picnic
lunch for yourself or you may choose to
purchase a bag lunch that will be catered
from Sammy’s Avenue Eatery. Sammy’s is
located just a block from Liberty Church’s
Northside Healing Space. The Friendship
Committee is offering a catered lunch again
this year as a convenience and a way to support
our neighbor’s business and the thriving of a
neighborhood that matters to us.

To place your order, simply call the church
office (952-888-4621). Payment, cash or
check (made out to Oak Grove, memo:
lunch), must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 9.
We look forward to a leisurely gathering time
together!

Thanks, Good Neighbor!
The Friendship Committee invites you to help
us celebrate those who work hard to make our
community safe and welcoming and loving!
On behalf of Oak Grove, we hope to recognize
and encourage those who put extra effort into
our community.
Submit the name of an organization that models
the concept of being a good neighbor by filling
out an online Google form or by calling the
church office and sharing your idea.
Thank you!

JULY 2022
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Clearwater Forest Update: Thank you Oak Grove!
Submitted by Larry Pearson

T

hanks to the generosity of Oak
Grove Presbyterian Church members,
the Clearwater Forest Capital Campaign
has reached its goal for 2022 of $5,000!

The money will go towards the renovation
of the kitchen and dining hall, a replacement
building for Osprey House and the updating of
the Carriage House.

In 2020, our Session committed to donating
$30,000 over three years to the Clearwater
Forest Capital Campaign. After the initial
donation of $10,000, the congregation was
challenged to raise $5,000 over each of the
next two years to be matched by an equal
amount from Session designated funds.

We do not need to stop here. Clearwater Forest
is worthy of additional support and would
welcome further donations. We will continue
to have a tab in the donations section of the
Oak Grove website (oakgrv.org).

With the success last year, we have now
completed our efforts to fulfill our commitment
to Clearwater Forest. A special thank you to
the Oak Grove people who shared their
Clearwater stories each month in the Oak Leaves.

Please consider additional donations there
or during the coming Alternative Christmas
Marketplace 2022.
Thank you again for your generosity.
Clearwater Forest Capital Campaign Committee

Join us for a Twins Game!
Please note that this outing is tentative based on Covid guidelines
at the time.
We return to Target Field on Sunday, August 21 (first pitch is at
1:10 pm) to cheer on the Twins vs. the Texas Rangers. We will
be in section 302 (rows 3–6) and tickets are $17.
Sign up via the church website at: www.oakgrv.org/game/.
Questions? Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194).
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Fellowship Opportunities
Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.
Men’s Fellowship: July 5

Singles Fellowship: July 11

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships.

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP.

First Tuesday at Noon

Questions? Contact Gordon Beattie at
952-941-0742.

Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Questions? Contact Jane Jacobson at
612-267-9068.

Ladies Who Lunch: July 20

Men’s Mentor Group: July

Ladies Who Lunch is open to all women of
the church who enjoy food, fellowship and
book discussions. We will meet at the home
of Bev Heise (9850 Colorado Rd) to discuss
the book, “Vintage Munro” by Alice Munro.

The Men’s Mentor Group will take a brief
hiatus in July. Join other men of Oak Grove
instead on Aug. 18 for a time of discussion
and fellowship. The group is open to all, no
RSVP is needed.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Bart.

Adult Bible Study

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Bible study will be on hiatus for the month of
July. Starting in August, join Pastor Bart
and/or Pastor Mary each week via Zoom to
look at the scripture that will be the basis for
the sermon the following Sunday. We will
read the scripture together and then dive in!

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of
fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The
group meets weekly at Denny's (4209
American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437).

Third Wednesday at Noon

Every Thursday (12–1:00 pm)

Third Thursday at 8:00 pm

Every Thursday at 7:30 am

JULY 2022
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Financial$

Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer
Through
May 31, 2022
Income YTD
Expense YTD
Income – Exp

2022
Actuals
$370,092
$297,477
$72,615

Actual vs Budget
Budget
Fav/(Unfav)
$371,010
($917)
$333,770
$36,293
$37,240
$35,376

2021
Actuals
$386,452
$297,151
$89,301

Financial Summary: While May was not a very good month, we’re still doing better than our
plan! Income was $24.3K lower than budget, while expenses were under by $13.6K (Mission
$5.7K, Technology $3K, Personnel $2K, Admin $0.9K, Youth $0.7K, Building & Ops $0.6K).
The yearly surplus of $72.6K is $35.4K better than expected. Not bad as we head into the
summer!

Significant Anniversaries:
1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years
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Bob & Sandy Crum
(45 years on July 1)

Doris & Roger Ebeling
(65 years on July 16)

Al & Carol Frechette
(51 years on July 3)

Jack & Leona Kley
(64 years on July 18)

Gordon & Jeanne Goodwin
(63 years on July 3)

Adam Decknatel & Carolyn Kluss
(10 years on July 21)

Bob & Joan Ulweling
(10 years on July 5)

Jeff & Sarah Olson
(38 years on July 21)

Pam & Chuck Williams
(53 years on July 11)

Bob & Karen Gerdes
(48 years on July 27)

Pdon & Glenda Pinkham
(44 years on July 15)

Betty & Jim Rogers
(31 years on July 29)

Don & Judy Acker
(55 years on July 15)

Frank & Paula Uvodich
(46 years on July 31)
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Condolences to Family and
Friends of:
Arlene Jullie’s very dear friends, Meena & Ajit, whose son,
Salil Dalvi, died May 22 at 51 years in New Jersey.
Freda Ofori-Atta Williams died May 29 at 47 years.
Brian & Miriam Ebeling’s son, Michael, died May 31
at 47 years.
Iris Karow’s aunt and mentor, Alice, died June 1 in Wisconsin.

Laura Nemcek’s father died June 4 at 91 years in Texas.
LeRoy & Jane Horn’s former pastor, Wayne Van Regenmorter, died June 5 in Florida.
Kaitlyn Rossow died June 10 at 19 years.

July Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.
1: Frank Hedgcock (86)

18: Gordon Goodwin (86), Glenn Pettit (102)

2: Frederick Stignani (1)

19: Beverly Sands

3: Al Frechette
4: Gloria Larsen
5: Greg Stignani
6: Pat Wilson (88)
7: Bettie Egeberg (93)
8: Dorothy Beattie (93), Samuel Oslund (3)

9: Rachel Enderlein
10: Zawadi Longrie (5)
12: Mike Hoaglund (86), Sean Herron,
Jane Horn
13: Eloise Johnson (4), Linda Brandner
14: Jeanette Dunham (87), Sandy Crum,
Mary Koon
16: Jack Kley (88), Amanda Fineran,
Rod Myers

20: Kate Lindberg
22: Lou Traeder (93), Zada Broers,
Ruth Tongen
23: Jackie Hall (90), Reid Lang (20),
Priscilla Pearson
25: Anna Lyons (21), Rory Smith (2),
Freddy Alonzi, Julie Flanagan,
Jill Gillies, Diane Samsal
26: Landon Metzler (4), Dick Lang,
Kim Rorig
27: Jeanine Radtke
29: Noel Eggebraaten
30: George Wasson (91)
31: Katharine Painter

JULY 2022
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Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition
Coping with death can result in stressful changes. Attempts to deny the pain and confusion
of grief promote despair and loneliness. Gaining an understanding of the grief process in a
caring and supportive atmosphere increases coping skills and leads to personal growth.
Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area are working together to provide free support and
education for adults who are grieving the death of a loved one. You can start any series at
any time. There is no commitment on attendance and no cost, just show up! Group meetings
are held on Thursdays, 4:30–6:00 pm at Transfiguration Lutheran Church (11000 France Ave
S, Bloomington). Questions? Contact Marilyn Erickson at mercikson@tlcmn.com.

See https://brgriefcoalition.com for more details.
July 7:

Will I Always Feel This Way?
Nancy Jo Sullivan
July 14: The Greatest of These is Love:
Cherishing What Remains
Nancy Jo Sullivan
July 21: Habits of Resilience for Grieving
Beryl Schewe
July 28: Strategies for Getting Unstuck
Beryl Schewe

Aug. 4: Understanding Grief
Mary Marcoux
Aug. 11: Going Back to Familiar Places
Rev. Kenneth DeFor
Aug. 18: A Place for Joy in the Journey
Dale Swan
Aug. 25: Discernment: Exploring One’s
Losses and Grief
Ted Bowman

Pastors’ Discretionary Fund
The Pastors’ Discretionary Fund is an account designed to provide
assistance to those in our church and community with emergent
needs (gas, food, rental assistance, repairs, utility/phone bills)
and has long been a part of Oak Grove’s mission. It is generously
funded by special donations and is not part of the general fund.
These past two years have been tremendously difficult for people
who were already barely getting by. With increased need in our
community, we are low on funds. If you feel called to contribute
to the relief of suffering in this particular way, we welcome your
donation of any size. Feel free to write a check to Oak Grove
and mark “PDF” on the memo line. Thank you!
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