
A 
s was mentioned last month, every 

church needs to be able to answer 

three questions: “Who are we?”, “Who 

is our neighbor?”, and “What is God calling us to 

be and do?” 

The question of who we are is about our identity 

– about what makes us unique and what values 

undergird what we are about. Knowing who we 

are allows for clear and purposeful decisions to 

move us into the future. 

The question of who our neighbor is about our 

context – where we live in time and space. This 

is both a geographical question and a cultural 

question. Knowing who is around us and what is 

going on in the wider culture allows for informed 

decisions about how to engage with our community 

or communities. 

The question about where God is calling us is 

about our purpose and our mission. God is active 

in the world and calls us out into the world to join 

God in particular service to the world.  

An overview of the process was described in last 

month’s Oak Leaves. We have now entered into 

the first stage of the discernment process, the 

discovery phase. The discovery phase is a time 

to gather information to get an accurate reflection 

of who we are and who and what our community 

(neighbor) is. This will include moments to have 

small group conversation, congregational  

conversations, and individual conversations.  

The next congregational conversation will be 

Sunday, August 21 after worship in person, 

and/or Thursday, August 25 via zoom. These 

conversations will cover the same material, looking 

at what it is to be church in our current context  

in North America and some of the challenges 

facing the church. 

Look for more information soon about small 

group house meetings. At these meetings, we 

will take time to talk about our hopes and 

dreams for the future of the church, as well as 

things that concern us in the world and how Oak 

Grove Presbyterian Church can be a part of  

addressing some of those concerns. If you would 

be willing to host a small group meeting, please 

let pastor Bart know. 

Finally, a representative sample of congregation 

members will be asked to have individual  

conversations. The goal is to talk to a wide variety 

of people who represent the diversity of the  

congregation. If you are called, we encourage 

you to participate. If you want to make sure you 

are one of the people interviewed, please reach 

out to Pastor Bart. 

Continue to look for more information in the 

weekly emails, future Oak Leaves, and Sunday 

bulletins. As always, if you have any questions, 

please contact Pastor Bart. 

What’s Next for Oak Grove? 
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SUMMER SUPPERS 

Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to  

be together in a relaxed way. We will gather on someone’s porch, patio, lawn  

or garage for a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm. 

Aug. 10: Kathy Howell (host); Amira Apartments, 5601 American Blvd W  

(just north of Normandale Lake) community room & patio 

Aug. 24: Iris Karow (host); 6001 Timberglade Dr, Bloomington 

Please plan to bring something to share (salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever 

food shows up is our supper! Questions? Contact Kathy Tominski (952-888-0697). 

I 
t rained and you came! It rained and 

you ate pancakes! It rained and you 

donated 62 pounds of food and $4,324 

at the annual 4th of July Pancake breakfast 

to benefit VEAP. 

Kudos to the generosity of friends, neighbors, 

and Oak Grovers. Gratitude abounds to the 

set-up crew, serving crew and clean-up crew. 

It takes a village friends, and we are lucky to 

be part of one. Blessings and Peace to you 

all… 

– Bob & Karen Gerdes 

VEAP Pancake Fundraiser: Thank You! 
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Afghan Partner Family Update 

A 
lthough we’ve come to the end of 

our commitment with Minnesota 

Council of Churches for partnering 

with the Sharifi family, we have not come to 

the end of the challenges of settlement and 

stability that come with living in a brand-new 

country and learning its language and customs. 

We will be an ongoing support resource so 

that their connections and skills can continue 

to grow toward interdependence that is  

balanced and comfortable for all. 

We, at Oak Grove, stepped up to assist 

mostly with time, translation, and transportation 

for five families from Afghanistan that were 

living in the same apartment building as  

Haroon, Sakina and the girls. As of July 31, 

the six-month lease on their apartment was 

completed, paid for by the Resettlement 

Agency. The apartment was a great starting 

space but did not fit our family’s working 

budget, so they and two friends’ families 

found a more affordable apartment in Hopkins 

and closer to work for two of them. One of 

those families had their own sponsoring 

church, so Fred Alonzi coordinated for Oak 

Grove to share costs for renting a moving 

truck to move all three families at the same 

time as one of the families did not have a 

partner/sponsor group. 

Transportation continues to be one of the 

biggest barriers. The move to Hopkins is 

helpful for two of the men’s work commute 

but brings new challenges now that their 

medical clinic is not within walking distance. 

New routines for all goods and services will 

need to be found. Happily, the three non-

infants in the families have been able to register 

for preschool which is less than a mile from 

the apartment but still too far for them to walk 

each day, especially when weather turns 

cold. The family hopes to join a carpool but if 

a transportation solution isn’t found, it’s  

unlikely they’ll be able to attend and we feel it 

is especially critical for the oldest to attend 

preschool so that she’s more likely to be  

successful in kindergarten. 

If anyone has connections for helping to 

problem-solve the transportation issues for 

these preschoolers or for the two men who 

need to get from Hopkins to work at Liberty 

Carton in Golden Valley, we’d love to talk! 

While all are interested in pursuing a driver’s 

license, our state has very few opportunities 

for Dari/Pashto-interpreted permit knowledge 

testing and driving tests for licenses are 

many months out after that for all Minnesotans. 

This is problematic both for getting to work 

and also for obtaining jobs that are better 

paying, such as a forklift operator. It’s not 

hard to imagine the frustration of having been 

a driver in your country for many years, but 

not having the opportunity to use that skill for 

the good of your family here. 

In our partnering, we are seeing the many 

ways that life is sometimes made extra-

difficult for those with very limited finances, 

without a network of family/friends, with  

language barriers and limited transportation 

and housing options. The support for food 

and medical care requires significant time 

and jumping through proverbial hoops are 

made incredibly more challenging due to  

language and technical barriers. In all this, 

with normal longing and sadness for those 

and what was left behind, our friends’ 

strengths abound in terms of bubbling love, a 

strong faith, and continuing hope! 

We see many Minnesotans going the extra 

step to perceive a bit of what these experiences 

must be like. Many of us recognize our own 

families had first-generation immigrants who 

paid a mighty steep price to begin anew. Oak 

Grove cannot possibly make this experience 
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Afghan Partner Family Update ‘continued 

easy, but we can care, learn, work for 

change, and certainly continue to make efforts 

to walk alongside these families. We continue 

to welcome them into a network for sharing 

as we are able; we are all interdependent! 

Along that line, if you are interested and able 

to join those directly supporting these families’ 

resettlement process, opportunities for you 

abound! A short list follows, but if you’d like 

to talk more about these or other options, feel 

free to speak to and join in with our Oak 

Grove team, a few of whom include Karen & 

Fred Alonzi, Sue Greimel, Anne & Larry 

Klueh, Kathy Howell, and Cathy Colborn. 

Possibilities include: 

Transportation to/from: preschool, work, 

medical appointments, a park, father/son 

fishing outing etc. 

Once permits are secured, enable driving 

practice with you. 

Learn to make the bread Sakina makes  

almost daily. 

Financial giving: bike-to-work needs (lights, 

pumps, tire-replacements, helmets); perhaps 

a child-seat or child trailer for preschool 

transport; diapers/other products that food 

supplements don’t cover; fabric and other 

materials for sewing projects, etc. 

Advocating: in conversations with friends, 

colleagues and with elected officials. 

We hope to have some of our Afghanistan 

friends, with interpreters, join us at our  

Sunday, Aug. 14 Church Picnic at Moir Park 

for a “Meet and Greet” time. We are thankful 

for the opportunity to give and receive in our 

relationships with them. Please plan to hang 

around a bit for conversation with our Oak 

Grove friends from Afghanistan! 

Come worship at the Moir Park Pavilion 

(10320 Morgan Ave S,) at 10:30 am and then 

stay for the annual church picnic to enjoy the 

outdoors, lunch and fellowship! 

You are welcome to bring a favorite picnic 

lunch for yourself or you may purchase a bag 

lunch that will be catered from Sammy’s Avenue 

Eatery, located near Liberty Church’s 

Northside Healing Space. 

Bag lunches are $12 each and include a 6-

inch hoagie (turkey, tuna or veggie club), bag 

of chips, water and a sweet treat! Gluten-free 

bread options are available for $1 more. 

To place your order, simply call the church 

office (952-888-4621). Payment, cash or 

check (made out to Oak Grove, memo: 

lunch), must be received by Tuesday, Aug. 9.  

You are also invited to bring a tablecloth of 

choice to add colors to our tables and also 

low/jelly jar-type vases of a couple of flowers 

(or weeds) from your yard, if that's something 

that sounds fun to you! 

Outdoor Worship & Picnic at Moir Park: Sunday, Aug. 14 
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We were delighted to honor Tim Dubis on 

Sunday, July 10, for his years of faithful service 

as a custodian at Oak Grove.  

Bob Gerdes offered the congregation a beau-

tiful description of the many tasks Tim per-

formed behind the scenes to make sure that 

everything ran smoothly on Sunday mornings 

and Wednesday nights. 

He was given two appreciation posters by the 

Friendship committee and congregation, one 

listing the “ABCD’s of Tim Dubis” – a colorful 

list of Tim’s many attributes that allowed him 

to go Above and Beyond the Call of Duty. 

Tim also received a monetary gift from the 

church as well as many cards. 

After the service, the church gathered on the 

lawn to enjoy popsicles and say a personal 

word of thanks to Tim. 

Tim Dubis Recognition 
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On Sunday, July 17, Reverend Dr. Bart 

Roush was formally installed at Oak Grove. It 

was a marvelous day of music and worship 

followed by an ice cream social on the lawn. 

Pastor’s Bart’s colleague, Reverend Erica 

Schemper gave the sermon, Ruling Elder 

John Zwier asked the constitutional questions, 

Reverend Barbara Anne Keely, Pastor Bart’s 

mentor and professor at United, gave the 

charge to Bart, Rev. Denise Dunbar-Perkins, 

friend of Oak Grove and COM liaison with the 

PNC, gave the charge to the congregation 

and Reverend David Stewart offered the  

installation prayer. 

The day was full of joy and love, even as we 

recognized the absence of Paul St. Martin, 

who faithfully and gracefully served as the 

chairperson of the PNC and died on July 1. 

We are so grateful for the PNC, the Presbytery, 

and the movement of the Spirit that brought 

Pastor Bart to us! 

Thanks to the PNC for all their hard work and 

the spirit with which they performed their duties: 

Paul St. Martin, Chris Diller, Jeanine Radtke, 

Jeri Anderson, Mary Crampton, Cece Klueh, 

Mattie Hawley, Rory Scott, and Sue Greimel. 

Pastor Bart Installation 
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J 
oin us Saturday, Sept. 24 at Clearwater 

Forest for Oak Grove’s annual wood-

cutting event. What can you expect? 

A lot of fun, fresh air, fellowship and hard 

work. This is an event for all ages with many 

regular Oak Grovers returning every year, 

Why? Because it truly is a lot of fun and a 

highlight for many, and youth are especially 

welcome. 

As always, the benefits of going to Clearwater 

Camp are more than splitting wood for annu-

al Clearwater visitors and campers. Families 

can treat this event as an introduction to the 

property to see the opportunities for young 

camp attendees, a full weekend to hike, bike, 

kayak, swim and fish.  

We have camp sites and some room with 

beds available if you would like to come up 

the night before and/or stay Saturday. 

If interested in going and/or knowing more 

information, please contact Carrie Wilkens at 

952-240-5022 or carriewilkens@comcast.net. 

Thank you, 

– Carrie Wilkens,  

a lover of all things Clearwater 

Woodcutting at Clearwater Forest 

J 
oin us Saturday, Sept. 17 (11 am to 3 pm) 

in the Oak Grove parking lot for the  

annual EV Expo. The expo will feature 

many new EV models for test drives and  

test rides. 

More than 20 different EV models will be 

shown by their owners and an electric school 

bus from Eastern Carver County will be on 

display. Kids can try their hand at building 

model wind turbines in our KidWind wind tunnel. 

There will also be many e-bikes, e-mowers,  

e-snowblowers and other electric toys and 

tools to try out. 

Talks by experts will tell you all you need to 

know to get plugged in. For more information, 

please visit https://bit.ly/3otvosz. 

Electric Vehicle (EV) Expo 

mailto:carriewilkens@comcast.net
https://bit.ly/3otvosz
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Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Aug. 2 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. 

Questions? Contact Gordon Beattie at  

952-941-0742. 

Men’s Mentor Group: Aug. 18 
Third Thursday at 8:00 pm 

Join other men of Oak Grove as we discuss 

topics of interest, share joys and concerns, 

and explore and encourage one another in 

our faith. The group is open to all, no RSVP 

is needed. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Bart. 

Singles Fellowship: Aug. 8 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP.  

Questions? Contact Jane Jacobson at  

612-267-9068. 

Ladies Who Lunch: Aug. 17 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

We will meet at the home of Bev Heise 

(9850 Colorado Rd), to discuss the book 

"Ordinary Grace” by  William Kent Krueger. 

Lunch will be provided. All women are wel-

come, even if you haven’t read the book, 

and no RSVP is needed.  

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of  

fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The 

group meets weekly at Denny's (4209 

American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437). 

Adult Bible Study: on hiatus for the month of August 
Every Thursday (12–1:00 pm) 

Beginning Sept. 8, join Pastor Bart and/or Pastor Mary each week via Zoom to look at the 

scripture that will be the basis for the sermon the following Sunday. We will read the scripture 

together and then dive in!  

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of  ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 

Soul Sisters 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

Soul Sisters will not meet in August but will 

resume on Sept. 12 (7:00 pm) at church for 

a time to check in and share fellowship and 

support. All women are invited, no RSVP is 

needed. Questions? Contact Pastor Mary. 
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Significant Anniversaries:  
1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Marikay & Mike Wolf 

(49 years on Aug. 4) 

Jim & Karen Lignell 

(57 years on Aug. 6) 

Dick & Marilyn Twete 

(60 years on Aug. 12) 

Jim & Mary Koon 

(40 years on Aug. 14) 

Ed & Larie Ann Schmidt 

(49 years on Aug. 18) 

Jim & Christie Furber 

(50 years on Aug. 19) 

Julie & Pierce Flanagan 

(30 years on Aug. 22) 

Greg & Linda Johnson 

(43 years on Aug. 25) 

Dan & Ginny Mitchell 

(62 years on Aug. 27) 

Paul Schalekamp & Deb DeMeester 

(30 years on Aug. 29) 

Through 

June 30, 2022 

2022 Actual vs Budget 2021 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $413,417 $420,319 ($6,902) $432,806 

Expense YTD $364,057 $402,102 $38,045 $381,450 

Income – Exp $49,360 $18,217 $31,143 $51,355 

Financial Summary: While June income was $6K lower than budget, it was more than May  

and we’re still better than our plan! Expenses were under by $1.8K (Building & Ops $2.2K, 

Youth $1.2K). The yearly surplus of $49.4K is $31.1K better than expected. 

Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Budget & Finance Tip for August 

Last month, Oak Grove received the final insurance payment for our basement restoration. 

During the summer after the church first shut down for the pandemic, the Building & Ops team 

reviewed our church insurance plan and took new photos and videos of our property. When 

the flood occurred, we had good coverage and lots of evidence to document our claim. Oak 

Grove is blessed not only by the work of our volunteers, but by their timing as well. 

If you haven’t taken recent photos/videos of your personal home and belongings, we encourage 

you to do so. It may also be a good time to meet with your insurance agent to make sure your 

insurance coverage has kept up with the value of recent purchases and rising replacement 

costs. Thank you for caring for and maintaining our church. Do the same for yourself too! 



 

Condolences to Family and  

Friends of: 

Amy Lefebvre’s grandmother, Esther Reihmann, passed 

away June 26 at the age of 92 in Iowa. 

Paul St. Martin passed away July 1, at the age of 59. 

Emily Lassiter and Andrew Sundal’s uncle, Phil Masse, 

passed away on July 13 at the age of 84 in Austin, Minn. 

16: Ator Cham (9), Jan Peterson (90), 
Jan Zeiszler 

19: Diana Christopherson 

20: Finn Elbert (9), Aydin Kirk (4) 

21: Jack Glausser (16), Tom Mielke 

22:  Ezra Lassiter (2) 

23:  Mindy Schroeder 

24: Anna Ahlquist 

25:  Judy Cooper, Sean Kelly, Lisa LaPointe 

27:  Edna Lorsbach (95), Jeff Williamson 

28: Ethan Sowers (6) 

29: Roger Ebeling (87), Nancy Kachel (89), 
Greg Johnson 

30: Harriet Kelly (7), Bob Gerdes, 
Shannon Hauger 

31: Jane Aitken, Milissa Carter,  
Laurie Leonard 

August Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

1: Claire Diller (9), Marsha Pridgeon, 
Tod Short 

2: Sharon Fields, Cecelia Laurie, 
Naana Ofori-Atta 

3:  Karen Gerdes 

4:  Leslie Jones 

6: Don Wagner (85) 

7: David Hansen, Jane Jacobson,  
Lisa Sheff 

8: Jason Chimchirian, Priscilla Cross 

9: Dick Lawson, Susan Thomforde 

10: Gordon Beattie (97), Don Alman, 
Ann Traeder 

11: Kylie Borchardt (17), Elsie Clark (95) 

13: Georgia McNeely 

15: Joan King (85) 
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Join us for a Twins Game! 

We return to Target Field on Sunday, August 21 (first pitch is at 1:10 pm) 

to cheer on the Twins vs. the Texas Rangers. Our tickets are in section 

302 (rows 3–6) and cost $17/each. Sign up via the church website  

(https://www.oakgrv.org/game/). The deadline to reserve your seat is  

Sunday, Aug. 7. Questions? Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194). 

https://www.oakgrv.org/game/
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Upcoming Concerts at Oak Grove 

Oak Grove will be hosting a series of concerts. 

Please add these events to your calendar! 

Sunday, Sept. 18 (2:00 pm) 

Woven Voices 

They had a concert scheduled here in the 

spring which had to be re-scheduled due to 

Covid. Becky Dop and Jessi McKinnon both 

sing in this choir. 

Sunday, Sept. 25 (Time: tbd) 

Victor Zupanc 

Victor is currently the Resident Music Director/

Composer at Children’s Theater Company 

here in Minneapolis. He has written a piece 

for piano and marimba which will be premiered 

at this concert, with Caitlin Lucic on marimba. 

Victor will also be leading music at our morning 

worship service. 

Sunday, Oct. 30 (4:00 pm) 

Augsburg Centennial Singers 

This men’s choral group has performed here 

a few times previously. Current choir member, 

Dick Reinke, is a part of this group. 

Sunday, Dec. 4 (Time: tbd) 

River Heights Chorale 

This community choir has presented Winter 

and Spring concerts in our sanctuary many 

times previously. 

We’re excited to host these performers and 

hope you will take advantage of the opportunity 

to enjoy an afternoon of inspiring music right 

here in our sanctuary. No tickets are needed; 

free-will donations to be accepted at the concerts. 

T 
he 2022 Book’Em Annual Used 

Book Sale will be held Oct. 8–22, 

with Preview Night Friday, Oct. 7, at 

former Toys R Us store located in the NE 

corner of Southtown Shopping Center (Penn 

Ave S & I-494). Sale hours are 12–7 pm 

(Mon–Fri) and 11am –5 pm (Sat–Sun). Cash 

or check only. 

Donations accepted at the sale site (east side 

of building) Aug. 2–Oct. 6, 2022, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays (12–5:00 pm) and Saturdays 

(9am–1:00 pm), and daily Oct. 8–15 during 

sale hours; there is no drop-off at Oak Grove. 

Items accepted include gently used adult and 

children’s books, games, puzzles, movies 

(DVDs, Blu Ray) music (CDs, records), and 

video games and components. 

Items NOT accepted include encyclopedias, 

National Geographic magazines, Reader’s 

Digest condensed books, VHS or audio  

cassette tapes damages or moldy books. 

Profits from the sales go to agencies in 

Bloomington involved in crime prevention. 

We need your donations and sales. Thanking 

you in advance. 

Book’Em! Used Book Sale 


