June at Oak Grove!

J

une will be a busy month at Oak Grove!
We hope that you will participate in worship,
celebration, and service. Please remember
that we will be back to our summer schedule with
worship at 9:30 am.

June 5
Pentecost and Graduation Sunday! We will honor
and celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit so evident
in the lives of our high school graduates: Hannah,
Mary, Daniel, Tedo, and Lily.
The PCUSA Pentecost offering (going to children
and youth) will be received on this day.

June 12
Oak Grove Pride Sunday! Rainbow Fellowship is
creating this service to celebrate the wonder and
beauty of all of God’s people.
Following worship, those who wish to serve
communion will gather for server training. We
welcome people of every age who would like to
serve communion to the congregation on Sunday
mornings.

June 19
We begins the series, “Names for God.” In the
Bible, we encounter many names for, and images
of God, inviting us to stretch our imaginations
and deepen our faith. We will explore God as
Mother, Father, Potter, King of Kings, and
Alpha and Omega.

June 20–23 (9 am–Noon)
Vacation Bible School for children 3 yrs. – 5th
Grade. Our theme this year is Caring for
God’s Creation! We will welcome children
back this summer for a time of learning,
games, snacks, and activities.

June 26
We will continue our “Names for God” series.
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Woven Voices Spring Concert

Thanks, Good Neighbor!

Woven Voices is a chamber choir composed
of experienced singers from various Minnesotabased choirs. We come together to joyfully
explore and share choral literature written
for soprano and alto voices.

The Friendship Committee invites you to
help us celebrate those who work hard to
make our community safe and welcoming
and loving!

We will be presenting our Spring Concert on
Sunday, June 5 (4–5:00 pm) in the Oak
Grove sanctuary; two of our Oak Grove
members are in Woven Voices! Masking will be
required, and you must be COVID symptom
-free to attend.
No ticket required, free will offering gratefully
accepted. If you have any questions, you
may visit mnwovenvoices.com, or contact
Becky Dop at becky.dop@gmail.com. We
look forward to seeing you!

On behalf of Oak Grove, we hope to recognize
and encourage those who put extra effort
into our community.
Submit the name of an organization that
models the concept of being a good neighbor
by filling out an online Google form or by
calling the church office and sharing your
idea. Thank you!

Communion Server Training

T

here is good news to share! As we
begin to worship in larger numbers
and in person, we are also able to
resume serving communion during worship.
The other good news is that you don’t need
to be an ordained member to serve communion!
All are welcome to participate – adults, youth,
and children!
Since the pandemic interrupted our normal
activities, including serving communion in
person, a brief training session will be held
Sunday, June 12, immediately following worship

(beginning Memorial Day Weekend, we will
switch to the summer schedule and worship
will be held at 9:30 am, so the training session
will begin around 10:20 am).

Please join us in the sanctuary as we brush
up on the instructions for passing the trays for
communion and for communion by intinction.
Please contact Jeri Anderson at 952-210-3614
or ande2504@umn.edu to sign up for the
training. See you there!
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Afghan Partner Family Update & Other Resettling Families

A

pril brought the holy time of Ramadan
for Haroon and Sakina and the girls.
This has meant fasting from food
and water during the day for grown-ups and
extra prayer times. This presents an extra
challenge when the dad works 12 hours
overnight! The ten or so resettling-fromAfghanistan families at the apartment complex
were recipients of wonderful trays of
prepared rice and meat and other gifts from
sponsoring agencies and from the Muslim
community. Oak Grove shared Cub Food gift
cards in honor of our Holy Week and Easter
celebrations in April!
Of the ten or so Afghanistan families in the
apartment complex, only one other family
has a co-sponsor. So, as you can imagine,
we have had the wonderful opportunity to
interact with folks from other apartments. On
most Saturdays, Karen and Fred Alonzi take
a group to Cub and a halal store for weekly
groceries. Transportation is an ongoing need.
While they are near light rail and bus stops,
there are limits to where they can go and the
time it takes can be prohibitive. So, rides to
stores or appointments are really helpful.
Whenever there’s a chance for a community
outing (Hello, Como Zoo!) it is so gratefully
received! In addition to our family of Mom,
Dad and girls (4 and 2), we’ve become close
to five other families at the complex.
All families have six-month leases set to expire
in July, so there is some stress now about
where they are next going to find affordable
housing. This apartment complex is too
expensive for most families to stay. Having
other resettling families in the complex has
been a real support so there is sadness that
another separation is likely at hand. Our partner
family is working through their budget and
deciding where they will move next.
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Having arrived here in early January, our
family is finally experiencing Minnesota as a
good-weather state! Perhaps there are ways
Oak Grovers might consider other sharing
with our newest neighbors? Karen and Fred
Alonzi, Sue Greimel, Kathy Howell and Anne
and Larry Klueh have been directly interacting
with these friends, on behalf of all of us at
Oak Grove, and any of them would be happy
to visit with you about ways you might like to
become involved. Please feel free to start a
conversation!
Wish list items (new or gently used) include:
•

Sandals (children’s size 8 or 9 & 11 or 12)

•

Lightweight socks

•

Outdoor toys (that aren’t TOO big)

•

Men’s bicycles, helmets, locks, lights*

•

Children’s summer clothing (Size 2/3 and 4/5)

•

Area Rug (7–8’ x 10’—or chance to pick
out at Menard’s?)

•

Vacuum (for a family without a co-sponsor)

*We have someone willing to provide tuneups/maintenance, if you have the bikes!
Please contact Cathy Colborn (952-2376012) for details!
Money and gift cards are a way to give
the power of choice to families if this is
something you’re able to consider. Currently,
Target and Burlington Coat Factory are a
short distance away. Any donations can be
brought or mailed to the church office with
the notation “Afghan Partners” and the group
listed above will distribute them. Any items
that are not able to be used by our partner
family will be shared with other families who
will gratefully make good use of them.
Thank you, Oak Grove, for your steadfastness
in this partnership!

IVC Succession Planning Opportunity
The International Village Clinic (IVC), in
Marufpur, India, is dedicated to bringing
health and medical services to the poor villages
of India. The preventative program supports
the ongoing wellness of its participants
through vaccinations, nutrition, education and
family planning. The IVC's proactive curative
program encompasses efforts to cure disease
and illness, and to treat medical conditions.
Dr. Abul Sharah, the founder and current
leader of the IVC, is currently creating a
succession plan to build a fund large enough
so that the capital gains will fund the IVC,
each year, in perpetuity. The fund amount
goal is $3.5 million, and more than $2.4
million has been raised thus far. Oak Grove
has been supporting the IVC for many years,
through annual budgeted amounts, and fall
fundraisers. Also, five members of Oak
Grove have visited the IVC compound in India.

If you want to donate to this fund, you may
designate stock, set aside monies in your
will, or send a check. Checks can be made
out to Oak Grove; please put IVC Succession
in the memo line.
For a description of the succession plan and
the process for administering the bank
account, please visit: https://bit.ly/3wFxBpJ
If you have any questions, please contact
Greg Johnson at glasm@frontiernet.net.
Thanks for your support!

Reminder…(summer schedule)
• Sunday services begin at 9:30 am
• Church office closes at noon on Fridays

Join us at a Twins Game!
Please note that this outing is tentative based on Covid guidelines
at the time.
We return to Target Field on Sunday, August 21 (first pitch is at
1:10 pm) to cheer on the Twins vs. the Texas Rangers. We will
be in section 302 (rows 3–6) and tickets are $17.
Sign up via the church website at: www.oakgrv.org/game/.
Questions? Contact Ron Dubis (612-868-9194).

JUNE 2022
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Introducing the 2022 Graduates
Lily Rose Dodge
•

Graduated: Prior Lake High School

•

Attending: University of Minnesota Twin Cities (neuroscience)

Hannah Grace Ervin
•

Graduated: St. Paul Conservatory for Performing Artists

•

Attending: University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music

Mary Hendrickson
•

Graduated: Minneapolis South High School

•

Attending: St. Olaf College

Daniel Hendrickson
•

Graduated: Minneapolis South High School

•

Attending: Gustavus Adolphus College

Tedo Philip
•

Graduated: Rosemount High School

•

Attending: Howard University (biology)

Freddy Alonzi
•

Graduated: University of Minnesota Twin Cities

•

Computer Engineering

Trevor Otterdahl (grandson of Kay Lancette)
•

Graduated: North Dakota State University

•

Master of Business Administration

William Snyder
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•

Graduated: University of Minnesota Twin Cities

•

Computer Science

Spring Nature Hike
Eight Oak Grovers didn't mind the 50-degree weather on Saturday, May 21 as they walked
across the Old Cedar Bridge to the Minnesota River.
From snakes underfoot to eagles overhead, beavers and muskrats to one side, mallards and
Canadian geese/goslings to the other, violets, dandelions, field horsetail, there was something for
everyone during our beautiful walk exploring God’s creation.
The expedition ended with a trip to the nature park, where we built towers, walked on log
bridges, and leapt OVER boulders (at least some of us)!

JUNE 2022
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BIPOC SCHOLARHIPS
AT OAK GROVE
Did you know that Oak Grove started
a BIPOC scholarship in 2020? The
Ervin Educational Scholarship Fund is
designed to provide grants to students
of color in support of their quest for
educational goals.

A student must be enrolled in a full-time
undergraduate or graduate degree
program and the funds must be used
for school expenses such as tuition,
fees, or undergraduate dorm housing.
If you feel called to contribute to this
project/scholarship, we welcome your
donation. We hope to raise enough funds
to make a difference in a student’s life!

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee is asking
the congregation for suggestions of
members you would like us to consider
for the Class of 2025 Elders and Deacons,
as well as a one-year youth elder.
To suggest a name for consideration,
please visit: www.oakgrv.org/nominate/.
Or tell us in person or via email! The
2022 Nominating Committee includes
Karen Alonzi, Emma Wasko, Jim
McCarl, Verona Stoesz, Darlene
Throndson, Patty Nail, Mary Crampton,
Rod Myers and Linda Johnson.
Thank you!

Thank you all for hosting the Memorial Bloodmobile on Thursday, May 5 at
Oak Grove Presbyterian Church. The blood drive results are in and that we
collected 22 units, potentially saving up to 66 lives!
We currently are in a blood emergency, which means there is less than a
3-day supply of blood. Because of your help, we ensure blood is available
for those in need. On behalf of everyone at Memorial Blood Centers, we
thank you for your partnership.
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Come Celebrate: Monday, July 4 (8–11:00 am)
Pancake Breakfast for VEAP
The Gerdes House (Bob & Karen)
10741 Sheridan Ave
Please bring a non-perishable food item or cash to donate.
Tables will be separated–masks can be worn–let’s enjoy being together!

Oak Rovers Event:
Boat Cruise: Monday, July 25 (11:30–1 pm)
The cruise is on Lake Minnetonka and
includes lunch. The cost is $24 and
needs to be paid in advance to secure
tickets.
Please pay by cash or check (made out
to Darlene Throndson) by June 15.
Questions? Contact Darlene at
952-446-7088 or 612-719-8093.

Save the Date!
Sunday, Aug. 14
Worship at Moir Park
Pavilion followed by the
annual church picnic.
More information to follow.

JUNE 2022
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My Clearwater Forest Memories
Submitted by Nancy Kachel

M

y Clearwater Forest days began
while living in South Saint Paul
over 50 years ago. Kids from the
church went to camp as did some of our children.
Jim in 8th grade spent four weeks helping in
the kitchen. Jane was a critical care nurse
and volunteered as a nurse for a week or
two. She said that she was the worst nurse
as she couldn't identify poison ivy among
other things.

Oak Grove started having kids experience
summer programs and several became
counselors years later. It is an enchanting
place that calls one to return again and
again. New friends are made, and one enjoys
what nature presents in glorious sunrises and
sunsets. There are quiet times to listen to the
loons and to identify the various bird calls.
Rosalie Johnson and I along with some others
set up tent camp and laughed along with, as I
recall, a few tears. It was challenging. Oak
Grovers ran the camp, and all the cooks
were from here coming up with terrific meals
showing a spirit of love to one and all. I think
Dorothy Beattie headed that up. What a
week!
In all seasons of the year there is beauty to
lift one's spirits. Remembering one Women's
Retreat where cars wouldn't start because it
was too cold. One person had jumper cables
and knew how to work them. I carry them but
have never had to use them. We all got
home. Walks in the spring seeing green
sprouts through the leaves brings renewed
hope for the world.
Moving on to the older generation. The Oak
Rovers had retreats and every spring and fall
spent weekends opening up the buildings,
putting storms away and screens on and
reversing that order in the fall. Some men did
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woodwork and built some benches. Dorothy
Beattie and I did the menu planning, shopping
and all helped with meals. Friendships were
made for a lifetime.
When they started offering grandparent/
grandchild camp I still had my youngest
grandchild wanting to go. There is staff to
help with activities and I encourage you
grandparents to give it a whirl. You won't regret
it. We went two years. There is fishing,
canoeing, crafts, games, bonfires and yes, a
few moments to be alone and relax.
I believe that one catches the Spirit, and it
dwells within for anyone who chooses to
experience Clearwater Forest. Even just a
short stop on your trips up in that direction
would be worth your time. It is a gem that we
can continue to support with time, talents,
and money.
Please consider donating to the Oak Grove
Clearwater Forest Capital Campaign if you
are able by going to oakgrv.org and clicking
on the “Donate” button. To share your own
Clearwater story, please contact Larry Pearson.
We’d love to hear from you!

Fellowship Opportunities
Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.
Men’s Fellowship: June 7

Singles Fellowship: June 13

First Tuesday at Noon

Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships.

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP.

Soul Sisters: June 13

Ladies Who Lunch: June 15

Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Third Wednesday at Noon

We will gather at the Gerdes home (10741
Sheridan Ave S) for a time to check in and
share fellowship and support. No RSVP is
needed and all women are invited.

Ladies Who Lunch is open to all women of
the church who enjoy food, fellowship and
book discussions. We will meet at the home
of Iris Karow (6001 Timberglade Dr) to
discuss the book, “Leonard and Hungry
Paul” by Ronan Hession.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Please contact Jane Jacobson
at 612-267-9068.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Men’s Mentor Group: June 16

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Third Thursday at 8:00 pm

Every Thursday at 7:30 am

Join with other men of Oak Grove at church
to discuss a topic of interest, explore and
encourage one another in our faith, and
share joys and concerns. The group is open
to all, no RSVP is needed.

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of
fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The
group meets weekly at Denny's (4209
American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437).

Questions? Call or email Pastor Bart.

Adult Bible Study
Every Thursday (12–1:00 pm)
Join Pastor Bart and/or Pastor Mary each week via Zoom to look at the scripture that will
be the basis for the sermon the following Sunday. No pre-reading is needed. We will read
the scripture together and then dive in!
JUNE 2022
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Restorative Actions (Giving1) at Oak Grove
Submitted by the Social Justice Committee

T

he conversation around the racial
wealth gap started at Oak Grove
with a car ride discussion between
Jim Koon and Pastor Jermaine, who served at
Oak Grove, back in 2017. From that discussion,
and many more with many others seeking to
do something about the racial wealth gap, the
economic justice initiative Restorative Actions
was born.

•

Surrender recommendation was sent to
Session from Social Justice

•

Finance Committee Meetings

•

Session Meetings

•

Print Announcements

•

Invitation via announcements and during
AFF for 1:1 meetings with for Jim Koon
and Milissa Carter

Restorative Actions (restorativeactions.org) is
an economic equity initiative born from the
intersection of theology, justice, and economics.
It allows U.S. Americans who benefit from
institutional racism, to provide credible witness
for justice by surrendering ill-gotten gains
toward the establishment of just relationships
with our Afro-American and Indigenous
communities.2

•

Invitation to ask questions through an
anonymous survey prior to the last two
AFF

•

Announcements at beginning of worship

•

Mentioned in Multiple Sermons

The term surrender is foundational to this initiative.
It describes the act of transferring wealth and
control of that wealth to those that should
have been in possession of it had these racial
inequities been resolved generations ago.
With this surrender, individuals from the
respective communities will serve as trustees
and make all distribution decisions.
More formal conversations began at Oak
Grove in the early part of 2020 during an in
person adult faith formation class prior to
COVID. Since that first adult faith formation
(AFF) class, Restorative Actions has been
shared and discussed in a number of forums
during the 12+ month discernment process
and after the commitment of surrender was
made by the session.
These forums included:
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Oak Grove is the inaugural congregation to
make this commitment of surrender. The
Synod of Lakes and Prairies and individuals
have also made commitments of surrender.
In total, over $900,000 has been committed
to this economic justice initiative and the
Restorative Actions Core Team continues to
engage with congregations and mid-councils
that are interested in learning more about
what a surrender could mean for them. Oak
Grove members Jim Koon and Milissa Carter
are part of this Restorative Actions Core
Team.
Restorative Actions Updates
Advisory conversations recently finished up
for the Afro-American Trusts and the legal
documents are in progress. Development of
the Indigenous Trusts are in the learning and
relationship building stage. The curriculum
The Time for Repair was developed in
response to Pastors asking ‘How can I have a
conversation with my parishioners about the
theological questions around Reparations’.
Oak Grove just concluded a pilot version of
this curriculum.

Restorative Actions (‘continued)
In February, PC(USA) announced that
Restorative Actions will be the GA Opening
Worship Offering recipient this year.

This is just one of a number of theological
questions addressed on the Restorative Actions
website plus so much more.

Is Restorative Action the same
as Reparations?3

We invite you to explore more about Restorative
Actions and Reparations, engage in conversation,
and consider how you can personally surrender
ill-gotten wealth.

No, they are not the same. The difference
between the two is very important. Restorative
action is a moral reckoning while reparations is
more like a balance sheet of accounts.

Restoration is an effort to bring something
closer to what it should have been by
rebalancing misalignments, replenishing
resources spent, and re-establishing trust.
Restorative action is a relatively small and
voluntary act by an individual, a family, a
congregation, an organization, or an institution
to acknowledge white complicity in the
extreme wealth disparity that has existed
since before this country’s founding under
the dubious pretext of establishing what has
become the United States as a “New Israel”.4
Restorative action, therefore, is an unprecedented
effort to achieve balance where true equity
was never intended.
Reparations, however, is a much larger,
systemic act of Congress that involves the
whole of the United States aimed at making
material amends to Afro-American and
Indigenous people as well as legal changes
to dismantle laws and policies that continue
to sustain institutional racism and oppression.
In a way, you might consider restorative action
as the church’s internal yet public witness
demonstrating the necessity, feasibility, and
righteousness of reparations from the United
States for the appropriation of Indigenous
lands and subjecting Africans and their U.S.
American descendants to chattel slavery, Jim
Crow policies, and ongoing institutional racism.

For more information about:
The racial wealth gap and Reparations,
check out the recommended reading from
Restorative Actions
General anti-racism topics, check out the
book, podcast, video, and more on the
Oak Grove website.
How to surrender your ill-gotten wealth.
1

While Restorative Giving was being discussed at
Oak Grove, it was also being discussed with theology
and thought leaders in the arena of economic justice.
One of the many pieces of feedback received was that
the term ‘giving’ is not appropriate when it comes to
paying a debt or returning something that shouldn’t
have been ours to begin with, and so the new name
Restorative Actions was identified.
2

Source: https://restorativeactions.org

3

Source: https://restorativeactions.org/theology/

4

In the essay “The Idea of the Wilderness of the New
World in Cotton Mather’s ‘Magnalia Christi Americana,’
George H. Williams provides an informative analysis
of Mather’s concept of America as a New Israel.
Williams offers that Mather held that “God in His
providence was so to arrange human affairs that the
Europeans prepared by Him to fill the waste places
with would enter the devilish American desert only
after literature had been reborn, the art of printing had
been acquired, and the religion to be transplanted
have been restored to the perfection of its apostolic
‘golden age.'” For Williams, Mather’s interpretation of
the American wilderness is “no mere chronicle but a
theodicy of the New English Israel renewed, regenerated,
and ever ready to face ‘wilderness temptations,’ moving
confidently toward a cosmic vindication of the faith.”
from Cotton Mather: Magnalia Christi Americana,
49–53., ed. Kenneth B. Murdock
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Chancel Flowers
Every week beautiful flowers grace the Sanctuary. Contributing flowers
is a way to glorify God and beautify the chancel area. The contribution
can be in honor of someone, in memory of someone who has died, in
celebration of milestone events (birthdays or anniversaries), or as
thanksgiving for friends and family. Your dedication will appear in the
Sunday bulletin for your chosen date.
There are two arrangements available each Sunday at a cost of $30 each. After Sunday service,
you are welcome to bring your arrangement home or, if you prefer, the Deacons can bring
it to someone on the prayer list. Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or
urbanfields2.1@q.com to sign up and reserve your special date.

Birth Announcement!

Parents are Amy & Nate Lefebvre, big sister is Helena.
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April 18 – June 5, 2022

A

gift to the Pentecost Offering helps
the church encourage, develop, and
support its young people, and also
address the needs of at-risk children. 40%
of the Pentecost offering can be retained by
individual congregations wanting to make an
impact in the lives of young people within their
own community. The remaining 60% is used
to support children-at-risk, youth, and young
adults
through
ministries
of
the
Presbyterian Mission Agency. When we all
do a little, it adds up to a lot. Thank you!

Your donations
are used for:

Ways to give:
•

Write a check with “Pentecost” in
the memo line

•

Donate by credit card online at:
https://bit.ly/3F0aR61

Summer Suppers: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of June, July and August!
Summer Suppers is a wonderful opportunity for the Oak Grove community to be
together in a relaxed way over the summer. We will gather on someone’s porch or
lawn for a pot-luck dinner at 6 pm. Due to Covid, we haven’t been able to do this in
years, and we understand that folks are eager to begin again.
Kathy Tominiski is putting together a list of people who are willing to open their patios,
yards, garages, for people to gather. Please plan to bring something to share
(salad, main dish, dessert, etc.); whatever food shows up is our supper! If you are
interested in hosting, please contact Kathy (952-888-0697). Thanks so much!

JUNE 2022
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Significant Anniversaries:
1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+ years

Lisa Stanford & Jack Weisner

David & Kathy Hansen

(32 years on June 2)

(42 years on June 21)

Candy & Jeff Williamson

Jane & LeRoy Horn

(49 years on June 2)

(59 years on June 22)

Eugene & Laura Orr

Jane & Craig Propsom

(15 years on June 3)

(32 years on June 23)

Helen & Jay Christensen

Cliff & Pat Phibbs

(64 years on June 6)

(69 years on June 27)

Arlyn & Bonnie Grussing

Bob & Pamara Ritter

(55 years on June 10)

(5 years on June 28)

Gene & Yvonne Dodge

Dorothy & Gordon Beattie

(10 years on June 14)

(70 years on June 28)

Mary Bowen-Eggebraaten
& Noel Eggebraaten

John & Mary Crampton
(48 years on June 29)

(50 years on June 16)
Dick & Enid Lang
Mary & Rick Render
(58 years on June 20)
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(60 years on June 30)

Condolences to Family and
Friends of:
Harry Lichy died April 29 at 90 years.
Al Jarvinen, the husband of Amanda Fineran’s grandmother,
Joyce Jarvinen, passed away on May 14 at the age of 94.
Warren DeMuth died May 22 at 86 years.

Upcoming Memorial Services at Oak Grove
Harry Lichy, Friday, June 24 (3:00 pm)
Derril Shantz, Saturday, June 25 (1:00 pm)

June Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.
2: Al Netten (86)

20: Larie Ann Schmidt

3: Aria Brandt (5), Mary Sullivan (92)

21: Marikay Wolf

4: Gar Nordin

22: Chris Gilfillan

5: Jacob Lagani (1), Belle Sheff (16)

23: Mark Longrie, Christine Smith

8: Bob Sorensen (89), Paul Schalekamp,
Neil Schroeder
9: Ryan Davidson, Daniel Hendrickson (18),
Mary Hendrickson (18)
13: Nancy Auguston (92), Judy Gentry (85),
Angela Romeo (92)
14: Karen Lignell, Jane Samsal
15: Nikki Ehrenberg
16: Olivia Metzler (14), Jackie Steskal (16)

24: Eliza Decknatel (4)
25: Jan Ahlquist (86), Jacques Chassé,
Sarah E Olson
26: Sam Radtke (16)
27: Whitney Davidson (6), John Anderson,
Al Greimel, Patty Nail, Rory Scott,
Russ Snyder
28: Tedo Philip (18), Betty Rogers

17: Judy Kingery, Judy Kocher, Amy Zsohar

29: Gracelyn Decknatel (7), Nick Ehrenberg,
Allison Thomas

18: Elizabeth Alonzi, Ron Dubis

30: Will Snyder (21), Diane Baumgartner

JUNE 2022

17

Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer
Through
April 30, 2022
Income YTD
Expense YTD
Income – Exp

2022
Actuals
$332,666
$245,971
$86,695

Actual vs Budget
Budget
Fav/(Unfav)
$309,290
$23,375
$268,637
$22,666
$40,654
$46,041

2021
Actuals
$335,269
$244,238
$91,031

Financial Summary: April was a very good month! Income was $27.1K higher than budget,
while expenses were under by $6.3K (Personnel $1.6K, Technology $1.5K, Building & Ops
$1.1K, Admin $0.9K, Mission $0.9K). The yearly surplus of $86.7K is $46K better than
expected. Note that Actuals are almost identical to 2021!

Qualified Charitable Donations
Submitted by the Budget & Finance Committee

D

id you know Qualified Charitable
Distributions (QCD) are a great tax
planning tool? If you are not familiar
with a QCD, it is generally a nontaxable
distribution made directly by the trustee of
your IRA (other than a SEP or SIMPLE IRA)
to an organization eligible to receive taxdeductible contributions (such as OGPC).

In April when the giving statements came out
there were some donations marked nondeductible. They included Charitable Trusts,
Benevity,
FrontStream,
and
Qualified
Charitable Distributions (QCD) from IRA’s.
This is a correct designation since the tax
deduction comes when the donations are
made to the trust, Benevity, or FrontStream.

You must be at least age 70½ when the
distribution was made. A QCD will count
towards your required minimum distribution.
Because the distribution is not included in
income it is not considered a deductible
donation. This is a great way to get tax free
funds out of your IRA.

The QCD’s are not deductible because the
distribution from the IRA is non-taxable. We
encourage you to review your contribution
statements each quarter when they are sent
to verify your donation is classified properly.

Please note, the Budget & Finance Committee
does not offer tax advice. Always check with
your tax advisor. to see what works best for
you.
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Thank you for your generous contributions!

San Lucas Toliman Scholars Update

S

an Lucas Toliman (SLT) Scholars is a
local Guatemalan organization whose
mission is to give good students the
opportunity to continue to study after they finish
primary school (6th grade). Oak Grove members
and the Mission Committee have supported
students in this program for many years.
Here is an update from their annual report:
•

1,036 students received sponsorships:
621 to attend junior high, 391 to attend
high school, and 24 to attend university
programs.

•

With several generous donations, SLT
Scholars was able to help the IMED
school purchase a parcel of land adjacent
to their property. When construction is
completed, the IMED will expand its
capacity by 12 classrooms and reduce
class size from 60 to 45! The IMED
school building houses junior high classes
in the mornings and the ENCAR high
school classes in the afternoons; 451 SLT
scholars study here!

•

71,400 pounds of corn were distributed to
550 families to help them survive as
COVID struck their community, severely
impacting the economy in San Lucas.

Vivian Melina
Vivian Melina is 24 years old
and received scholarships for
six years from 2011–2016.
She
graduated
as
a
bookkeeper which opened
many doors of opportunities. Vivian has
worked in several institutions in the capital
city and is currently employed in a tailor shop
in San Lucas as a secretary, and sales and
customer service assistant.

Vivian says:
“I am very grateful to the SLT Scholars scholarship
program because I received great support
in my education. My family also benefited
because the little economic income they
earned was used for the needs of her family.
The moment I learned that I was awarded a
scholarship, it was a great motivation for me,
to continue studying and at the same time it
was a challenge because I knew that there
was someone who trusted me. I thank God
that I managed to achieve this academic level
that offers me better living conditions. Thank
you SLT Scholars!”
Gersón Josue
Gersón Josue is 23 years old
and received scholarships for
six years from 2012–2017.
After
graduating
as
a
bookkeeper, his education
gave him the opportunity to expand his job
possibilities. Gersón currently works in a
clothing company as an operator of industrial
sewing machines and computerized embroidery
machines and has a better salary than his father.
Gersón says:
“Without the SLT Scholars scholarship program,
I would not have managed to graduate and
would not have my current job. My job choices
would have been significantly fewer with a
lower salary. My parents did not have the
economic resources for my education; their
goal was only to give me a 6th grade
education. Thanks to SLT Scholars, I am now
a professional.”

JUNE 2022
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Youth Page

Confirmation

Youth Leaders

On May 5, 2022, Oak Grove confirmed three
amazing youth. They are and will continue to
be a great asset to our congregation.

We are looking for two more Youth leaders. Our
youth are amazing people. In working with them
you will receive more than you give. Feel free to
talk with Vaughn Sheff, Amy Zsohar, or Chad
Acker to hear their experience.
Service Project

Kat
Wentz
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Violette
Lagani

Nat
Myers

Coming in July! Do you have some projects
around your house that you would like help
with? Our youth are planning a week-long service
project, giving back to the church and wider
community. Stay tuned for more details.

