Holy Week at Oak Grove

April 10: Palm Sunday
9:30 am Faith Formation: Children & Youth only
10:45 am in-person & livestream service

April 14: Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm in-person & livestream service
A Labyrinth will be available in the social hall for a
contemplative walk before and after the service.

April 15: Good Friday
7:00 pm in-person & livestream service
Labyrinth available before and after the service.

April 16: Family Easter Egg Hunt
Join us 3–4:00 pm for a family Easter Egg Hunt
outside on church grounds.

April 17: Easter Sunday
6:15 am Sunrise service outdoors on church grounds
8:15 in-person service
10:45 in-person & livestream service
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Stay Tuned for Updates from the Re-Entry Team

A

fter two long years, it has been
wonderful to be back to in-person
worship with so many fellow members
in these last few weeks and we look forward
to our regular Sunday morning schedule
resuming April 3rd!
We are thrilled as we watch our local Covid
case numbers continue to decline and are in
the process of considering changing/reducing
some of our safety protocols.

Thanks, Good Neighbor!

T

he Friendship Committee is happy to
share that our GOOD NEIGHBOR
highlight for April is the pharmacy
staff at our own Bloomington Drug store!
This group was nominated because of the extra
care and attention they showed in serving just
-arrived refugees who were placed in area
hotels. The staff at Bloomington Drug took
time to explain medications, made many hotel
deliveries, and patiently worked to straighten
out errors that occurred related to language
and changing addresses for these families.

At the same time, we are keeping an eye on
the upsurge of new variant cases occurring in
Europe and what, if anything, this might predict
for us. That, along with our ongoing concerns
that the youngest among us are not yet eligible
for vaccinations and that some of our members
are at a higher risk for illness continues to
guide our decision-making. Please watch for
updates in your e-mail, continue to support
vaccinations, and keep the prayers flowing!

Spring Clean Up
Saturday, April 30
(9 am to Noon)
Please join us in the Oak Grove parking
lot for a few hours of camaraderie with
fellow Oak Grovers.
Bring your rake and some gloves.
Coffee and rolls will be provided. A
prize drawing will be held for tickets to
a sports event.

We are happy to recognize Bloomington
Drug's pharmacy staff for these and the many
other ways they make our community safe
and welcoming and loving!
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Update on Our Afghan Partner Family

T

hanks, Oak Grove, for continuing to
support our walk alongside our partner
family. Many of us got to meet this
family of four in Adult Faith Formation time in
February. Oak Grove has several people
who accompany family members to medical
appointments, support online English learning
and transport to weekly grocery-shopping.
We would WELCOME other Oak Grovers
joining us; in fact, we need you! Kathy Howell,
Sue Greimel or Karen Alonzi would be HAPPY
to talk over how you might be interested
in adding your energies! We’ll attest to the
wonderfulness of these connections, too!
The dad continues his overnight 12-hour shifts
and is happy to be working. Good news includes
meeting a co-worker who can sometimes
pick him up, saving 50 minutes travel time
each way!
Mom is getting her first literacy instruction
ever, taking English classes online. Each
morning, Monday through Thursday, Larry and
Anne Klueh are the dedicated support and
she is so grateful! She’s working very hard
and making good progress and, of course,
the two little ones are picking up on the lessons
and using English faster than imaginable!
The Oak Grove team was a mighty support
recently when several clinic and urgent care
appointments just didn’t do the trick in solving
the 2-year-old’s finger infection so there was a
trip to the emergency room and an overnight
hospital stay. It was a scary and bewildering
time for each family member! As you can maybe
envision, the degree of our team’s flexibility,
coordination, resourcefulness, advocacy and
empathy were stretched as we shared handoffs and communications, but we are happy
to report her finger is now healed!
The apartment complex where our partner
family lives also has about nine other families
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resettling from Afghanistan. This has offered
a great social/support system! The rent is
likely not affordable to most of these families
once the six months of refugee support is
over (there was a “deal” of free months’ rent
for first lease). Most leases will be completed
in June or July, so families are anxious about
where they will find affordable housing,
whether it could be closer to work, how to
ideally stay in close proximity to each other.
Lots to be figuring out there!

Only one other family there has a cosponsoring organization; the others are relying
on Refugee Resettlement staff who are overwhelmed in numbers and needs. As a result,
Oak Grove has had opportunities to meet
and share a part of the journey with several
other families from Afghanistan. It’s resulted
in jobs for three more people, so far, and diapers
and formula, rugs, couches, dishware, clothing,
purses, umbrellas, generally the supports any
of us would want our family members to have!
Keeping this in mind, if anyone feels called to
join us: you are welcome! With good weather
on its way, there are families who would
LOVE the chance to go fishing, get to see the
Twin Cities, go to a park, to be welcomed into
celebration of good weather and life here! If
you have resources you’d like to share, be it
time, boat, money/gift cards, prayer, car ride,
sitting alongside an online learner, or taking
the family out, please contact Kathy, Sue or
Karen to help coordinate, connect and support
you. We’ve found that as is maybe true in all
great partnerships, all parties believe that
they, themselves, are the lucky ones!
And thank you, Oak Grove, for ongoing
actions to seek justice and love kindness,
walking humbly with God!

Update on Voting Rights
Submitted by the Social Justice Committee

T

he Social Justice Committee continues
to focus on voting rights. Our previous
articles in the Oak Leaves described
ways some states have attempted to reduce
the ability for minorities to vote. So, what are
Presbyterians doing about the blatant acts
of discrimination to restrict participation in
elections by minorities? One Presbyterian
Pastor, Bart Smith of St. Mark's Presbyterian
Church in Tucson, Ariz. went on a hunger strike,
protested in Washington and was arrested.
See “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” in their
February 2022, church newsletter.
The two bills in congress that we wrote about
in the March 2021 Oak Leaves have been
stalled in the U.S. Senate by the filibuster,
which is explained in “The Clash Over the
Vote” by the Brennan Center. A summary of
the 34 voting restrictions hastily enacted in 19
states has been compiled by the Brennan Center
in “Voting Laws Roundup: December 2021”.

Here is a list of “10 Ways to Protect Voting
Rights” that we've modified with information
for Minnesotans.
1. Verify your existing voter registration or
register to vote at: (https://bit.ly/3wMWzE7).
Find out what identification is required to register
and vote on election day. And find your Polling
location at (https://bit.ly/3D4jfk9) or by calling
866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683), visiting
www.VOTE411.org, or downloading the Election
Protection Smartphone App. Text EPAPP to
90975 to download this app!
2. Vote early! Minnesota allows early voting
before Election Day to avoid lines. Minnesotans
can request mail in ballots from their County
Election Office. For more information visit
Minnesota's Secretary of State website.
3. Traveling on Election Day? Vote absentee!

Request an absentee ballot from your County
Board of Election. If you vote by absentee
ballot, return the ballot before the deadline.
4. Ask Questions. If you’re unsure about a
voting procedure, just ask! Poll workers and
Election Protection trained volunteers are
there to help you.
5. Report Any Problems While Voting. Call 1-866OUR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683) for assistance
or to get answers to any voting questions. In
Minnesota call 1-877-600-VOTE (8683) or by
email at elections.dept@state.mn.us. All
questions are important!
6. Get involved! Become an Election Judge.
Become a trained Lawyers’ Committee
Ambassador for Democracy by emailing
toolkit@lawyerscommittee.org. Volunteer as
a National Coalition on Black Civic Participation
(NCBCP) Foot Soldier for Democracy by
emailing ncbcp@ncbcp.org.

7. Be an Online Activist! Promote voting
rights and the upcoming election on Twitter
using the hashtags #VotingRights and
#ElectionProtection.
8. Demand State and Federal Election Reform!
Show your support for early voting, same-day
registration and online voter registration to
your elected representatives. Keep updated
on voting rights bills in Congress.
9. Learn More! Download the Civic Engagement
Voting Rights Toolkit. Visit the NCBPC at
www.ncbcp.org to learn more about protecting
voting rights.
Spread the Word! Bring a friend or two with
you to Vote! Print out copies of this “Top 10
Voting Rights” list and share it! And encourage
family members, friends, and neighbors to
vote early or on Election Day!

APRIL 2022
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Family Sledding Party!
Oak Grove families gathered on Saturday, Feb. 26 at Brookside Park for a fun morning of
sledding. It was a beautiful winter day where children and families enjoyed being together,
playing in the snow, and catching up with one another. Lots of smiles, lots of laughter, and
lots of joy!
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Family Hike
On Saturday, March 26, Oak Grove families gathered on a clear, cold day for a nature hike and
scavenger hunt at Moir Park. Families discovered signs of beavers, beautiful ice formations and
we all played “Pooh Sticks” in the rushing creek. It was a beautiful time outdoors and we look
forward to more hikes together.

APRIL 2022
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LOOKING FOR
A FILING CABINET!
Do you have a metal filing cabinet
without rust that you would be willing
to donate to the music department at
Oak Grove?
If so, please contact Judy Cooper at
952-250-9226 or jcooper@oakgrv.org
and we’ll arrange to pick it up, thanks!

SAVE THE DATE:
SUNDAY, JUNE 19!
Victor Zupanc, composer and Music
Director at Children’s Theater Company
of Minneapolis, will be here to lead music
at morning worship and to present a
concert in the afternoon.
Put June 19th on your calendar, you
won’t want to miss this special event!

BLOOD DRIVE AT OAK GROVE
THURSDAY, MAY 5 (12–5:00 PM)
Oak Grove is hosting another blood drive. Please say “yes” if you are called
to donate. As this is a mobile blood drive, it is strongly recommended to sign
up in advance to secure a time that works best for you: https://bit.ly/3IN9p7p
Questions? Contact Stephen Jones at stephenfj2002@yahoo.com or 952884-7711. Thank you!
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March 2 – April 17, 2022

P

lease Give to One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering! Presbyterians
have joined with millions of other
Christians through One Great Hour of Sharing
to share God’s love with people experiencing
need. Our gifts support ministries of disaster
response, refugee assistance and resettlement,
and community development that help people
find safe refuge, start new lives and work
together to strengthen their families and
communities. If we all do a little, it adds up to
a lot. Thank you!

Ways to give:

Old Cedar Avenue Traffic & Intersection Study:
The Old Cedar Avenue Traffic and Intersection
study team wants to understand what current
issues you experience and what opportunities
you see with walking, biking or driving along
Old Cedar Ave corridor. Take a short survey
and share your thoughts on the comment map.

health of Penn Lake, both the upper and lower
portions. Share your thoughts in a survey

Penn Lake Rehabilitation & Restoration: The
City of Bloomington in partnership with the
Nine Mile Creek Watershed District, are in
the initial steps in creating a program that
aims to rehabilitate and restore the ecological

•

Use the special offering envelope

•

Use the special envelope in the pew

•

Write a check (put OGHS in the memo line)

•

Donate by credit card online at:
https://onrealm.org/oakgrv/give/oghs

Photo Credit: Nine Mile Watershed District
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Ukraine, How You Can Help!
From PC(USA): We are grateful for the outpouring of prayers and calls from congregations
and individuals asking how they can help. As the violence continues, the number of people
being displaced internally and fleeing to neighboring countries increases by the day. And in
the midst of the chaos, there are sibling churches and ecumenical partners who are already
providing assistance with basic items for survival. Our first priority as PDA is to provide funding to
these partners on the ground. While the scale of this crisis is new, receiving refugees from
Ukraine and other countries in Central and Eastern Europe is not which means we have trusted,
established partners with the knowledge and expertise to carry out this important work.
We are hearing that the reformed churches in Ukraine and the region are also feeling called to join
in the humanitarian response. PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance), therefore, anticipates
that our response will include both financial and technical assistance as the network of faith
communities providing humanitarian assistance grows in the months ahead.
As we pray for an end to this violence, we ask the U.S. Government and our European allies
to make a commitment to the Ukrainian people for a peaceful solution. We don’t know how
long it will take, but we know that they will need help with the rebuilding of their country so
that those who are fleeing now may one day return home safely.
Ways to give:
•

Go to www.pcusa.org, and at the top of the page, there is an option to donate.
Click on the text.

•

Send a check to Oak Grove, with UKRAINE in the memo line. Make the check out to
Oak Grove. Those monies will be forwarded to the PDA. Thanks for your response!

Bloomington-Richfield Grief Support Coalition
Coping with death can result in stressful changes. Attempts to deny the pain and confusion
of grief promote despair and loneliness. Gaining an understanding of the grief process in a
caring and supportive atmosphere increases coping skills and leads to personal growth.
Churches in the Bloomington-Richfield area are working together to provide free support and
education for adults who are grieving the death of a loved one. You can start any series at
any time. There is no commitment on attendance and no cost. Group meetings are held on
Thursdays, 4:30–6:00 pm at Woodlake Lutheran Church 7525 Oliver Ave S, Richfield 55423.

March 31: “Grief and Intimacy”
Bob Bartlett
April 7: “The Ripple Effect of Grief”
Brittany Squillace
April 14: No session
(Maundy Thursday)
April 21: “Change, Loss, and Grief” Part 1
Brenda DeMotte
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April 28: “Leaving the Desert”
Bob Bartlett
May 5: “Change, Loss, and Grief” Part 2
Brenda DeMotte
May 12: “This Puzzle Called Grief”
Donna Mathiowetz
May 19: “The Myths of Grief”
Norine Larson

Fellowship Opportunities
Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.
Men’s Fellowship: April 5

Singles Fellowship: April 11

First Tuesday at Noon

Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships.

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP.

Soul Sisters: April 11

Ladies Who Lunch: April 20

Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Third Wednesday at Noon

We will gather at church for a time to check
in and share fellowship and support. No
RSVP is needed and all women are invited.

We will meet at the home of Bev Heise
(9850 Colorado Rd) to discuss the book
"Mountains Beyond Mountains" by Tracy
Kidder. Lunch will be provided. All women
are invited.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Please contact Jane Jacobson
at 612-267-9068.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Men’s Mentor Group: April 21

Girl Talk: April 24

Third Thursday at 8:00 pm

Fourth Sunday at 3:00 pm

Join with other men of Oak Grove at church
to discuss a topic of interest, explore and
encourage one another in our faith, and
share joys and concerns. The group is open
to all, no RSVP is needed.

We will gather at church. No agenda, just time
to be together, catch up, share concerns and
support one another. We always welcome
new faces; no RSVP is needed.
Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Bart.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Every Thursday at 7:30 am
Join other Oak Grove men for a time of fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The group
meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437).
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Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer
Through
Feb. 28, 2022
Income YTD
Expense YTD
Income – Exp

2022
Actuals
$182,213
$124,584
$57,628

Budget
$184,955
$136,590
$48,365

Act vs Budg
Fav/(Unfav)
($2,742)
$12,006
$9,264

2021
Actuals
$199,267
$115,872
$83,396

Financial Summary: February Income was $22.0K lower than budget, while expenses were
under by $9.4K (Building & Ops $5.4K, Personnel $1.9K, Tech $.7K). The yearly surplus of
$57.6K is $9.3K better than expected.

Significant Anniversaries:

Birth Announcements!

1, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30+ years

Linda & Virgil
Brandner
(54 years on April 6)

Al & Sue
Greimel
(39 years on April 16)

Evelyn Lee
Parents are Andy Nail & Allison Rodriquez
Proud grandparents are Patty & Ron Nail

Becky & Randy
Dop
(34 years on April 23)
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Barrett James
Parents are Shayna Larsen-Nordin & Jason Hanson
Proud grandparents are Gloria Larsen & Gar Nordin

Condolences to Family and
Friends of:
Derril Shantz died March 11 at 92 years.

Upcoming Memorial Services at Oak Grove
Maxine Engberg, Saturday, April 23 (11:00 am)
Lynda Mielke, Saturday, May 7 (2:00 pm)
Derril Shantz, Saturday, June 25 (1:00 pm)

April Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.
1: Eva Johnson (14), Heather Duvall,
Polly Johnson, Tammy Kaplan,
Karolyn Lee
2: Vera DeLaHunt
3: Ada Mee (3), Micala Burns
4: Carol Dykstra (88), Dawn Acker,
Mary Render
5: Bob Horvath
7: Brian Ebeling

8: Cindy St. Martin
9: Verona Stoesz (90)
10: Al Gebhard
12: Jan Lichtenberger

15: Liberty Bliss (7)
16: Caden Hendricks (1)
17: Anita Johnson (8), Jim Dutcher (89)
19: Jake Krey
20: Sarah Orr (7), Carmen Roberts
21: Josie Greimel (1), Kay Lancette
22: Barb Nelson (91), Judy Acker,
Lizanne Ham

23: Vanessa Davidson (7)
24: Ellie Montoya (5), Max Montoya (5)
25: Andy Snyder
26: Jennifer Pol

13: Nora Kelly (5)

27: Harry Lichy (90)

14: Helena Lefebvre (6)

28: David Kilpela, Joy Langer, Bob Ritter
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Adult Faith Formation
SUNDAYS: 9:15–10:15 am

WEDNESDAYS: 6:30–7:30 pm

Please join us each Sunday morning for
interesting and informative presentations
designed to expand our minds and grow our
faith. We will be meeting in person with a hybrid
option for those to participate via Zoom.

Adults will continue in the series “The Time
for Repair”, which is a curriculum written by
Rev. Anthony Jermaine Ross-Allam.

Link: https://bit.ly/3n1JnWe
Meeting ID: 880 2983 3201
Passcode: 383326
For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and
use the ID and Passcode.
April 3: We will welcome Andy Scott of ReWild
Native Gardens at our first IN-PERSON faith
formation in two years to talk about planning
a yard with native Minnesota plants and
grasses. What a beautiful way to being the
spring!
April 10: Palm Sunday; no faith formation

April 17: Easter Sunday; no faith formation
April 24: Earth Day Celebration with the
Green Team. We are looking forward to an
eco-tour around our building. A lot of progress
has been made in the last two years and the
team can't wait to show everyone. We'll offer a
blessing for the rain garden and solar panels,
too!

The duration of the study is approximately
eight weeks, ending on May 4 or May 11
(skipping Holy Week).
The materials explore the theological questions
around reparations for Afro-Americans.
There is no reading homework, but we will
ask participants to keep a journal to reflect on
the materials we read and view together
each week.
We will continue meeting via Zoom, but it is
possible that we will move to an in-person
meeting which will be decided as a group.
Link: https://bit.ly/3zA1Ded
Meeting ID: 859 5577 2665
Passcode: 322197
For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and
use the ID and Passcode.

May 1: Reverend Brenda Alexander will fill
us in this year's General Assembly that will
take place in June. Brenda will be one of the
delegates representing our Presbytery.

This year, Ramadan happens in April. Ramadan is celebrated by our
Afghanistan partner family and many other Muslim neighbors and friends. If you
would like to display a “Blessed Ramadan” sign in your yard, they are available
through the Minnesota Council of Churches. Thank you!
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•

Kindergarten–2nd graders will meet with
Laura Orr. For those unable to attend,
please join us via Zoom instead.

•

3rd–5th graders will meet with Sue Greimel

WEDNESDAY, April 6: 6:30 pm
SUNDAY MORNINGS: 9:30 am
Beginning Sunday, April 3, children will once
again meet in-person with each other and
their teachers at church.

Please join us for prayer, fellowship and
activities. Meeting together on Sunday
mornings is an important way to continue to
nurture the faith of our children and promote
relationships in the church.
•

Final WoW! for preschool–5th graders will be
in-person at church. Have a fun time with
Anne and Cece Klueh singing, playing games
and learning more about God’s love for us.
Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 16
Join us at 3:00 pm in the church parking lot.
Bring your bags and baskets and we’ll find
colorful eggs!

Preschool (3–5 year-olds) will meet with
Karen, Linda & Marleen

Chancel Flowers
Every week beautiful flowers grace the Sanctuary. Contributing flowers
is a way to glorify God and beautify the chancel area. The contribution
can be in honor of someone, in memory of someone who has died, in
celebration of milestone events (birthdays or anniversaries), or as
thanksgiving for friends and family. Your dedication will appear in the
Sunday bulletin for your chosen date.
There are two arrangements available each Sunday at a cost of $30 each. After Sunday service,
you are welcome to bring your arrangement home or, if you prefer, the Deacons can bring it
to someone on the prayer list.
Contact Sharon Fields at urbanfields2.1@q.com or 952-831-0504 (landline) to sign up and
reserve your special date.
APRIL 2022
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Olive Oil News

O

ak Grove has sold olive oil and
za’atar for many years with the
proceeds helping the Palestinian
people in various ways. This has been a very
successful project and has provided much
needed money for hospitals, schools, and
replanting of olive trees which have been
destroyed for building settlements on contested
land.
Last year, despite the pandemic, sales were
stellar. In fact, sales were so strong that it
was one of the best years ever for donating
money to the cause. We will be again selling
oil when the new shipment is ready, hopefully
this spring.
The price of buying a bottle of oil has
remained steady since 2008. However, the
reality has set in that prices are going to be
higher now. Storage of oil plus shipping
(overseas, national and local) have increased.
It should be no surprise that we are going to

have to raise the prices too.
There are many factors necessitating this
rise in prices of course. The cost for Zatoun
(from whom we secure the oil) has increased
15% in the last two years, 30% in five years
and 85% since 2008.
The new price structure will be as follows:
•

The large bottles of 750 ml oil, previously
sold for $20 will now sell for $23
(15% increase)

•

The small 500 ml oil will now be $18
(20% increase).

•

Za’atar will go from $5 a bag to $6 a bag.

We look forward to selling again at church
in the near future and thank you for your
understanding

Oak Grove Youth Fundraiser
Saturday, April 23 (10 am–noon)
Oak Grove Presbyterian Church Parking Lot
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1

Collect any old, unneeded documents containing
personal information.

2

Fill paper grocery bags or boxes with material to shred.

3

Attend the event, make a donation of $10/bag and
watch as your documents are securely shredded.
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