Ebb and Flow – an Update from the Re-Entry Team

A

s we announced in late February, there
has been a dramatic improvement in
the situation with Covid. Infection rates
are down, hospital capacity is more manageable
although still critical, and vaccinations are effective.
We recognize, however, that the pandemic is not
yet over, and we continue to be vigilant even as
we plan for a broader opening and increase in
activities. We also remind everyone that we will
be prepared to ebb and flow with our protocols
should the situation change either for the better
or worse. We continue to ask for your flexibility and
patience as we navigate this time. The Re-Entry
team is excited to announce the following effective
Sunday, April 3.

For all events, activities
and meetings
Masking will be required for anyone 2
years old and above. N95, KN95, or both
a surgical mask under a cloth mask is
highly recommended.

•

There is no limit to the number of people for
in-person worship.

•

The choir will be back helping lead worship at
the 10:45 worship service (and at the 8:15
worship service the first Sunday of the month).

•

The congregation will sing.

•

Distancing is still encouraged, if possible,
and there will be additional seating in the
hallway outside of the sanctuary and seating
available in the fellowship hall (along with a
large screen TV streaming the service).

•

No food or coffee hour will be available

•

No children’s area in the sanctuary will be
available, and kids will be asked to stay with
parents. We are in the process of arranging
for nursery care.

•

We are still in the planning stages for Children’s
Church and plans are to be determined

•

Offering plates will be available as you exit
the sanctuary, or you can give online.

•

Communion, on the first Sunday of each
month, will be distributed to people in the
pews. The communion elements will be selfcontained and can be consumed at home
after the worship service.

All are welcome regardless of vaccination
status.

Worship

Sunday Faith Formation

•

•

Two worship services will be available for
in-person worship at 8:15 am and 10:45 am.
The 10:45 worship will be livestreamed as
well, and you are welcome to attend virtually
on our website, Facebook page, or YouTube.

We are planning for an education hour at
9:30 am for children and plans are still being
worked out. In-person and/or hybrid options
are being planned.
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Sunday Faith Formation

Group & Committee Meetings

in person, please consider holding your
meeting virtually or in a hybrid format (some
in-person and some online). There is technology
available at the church to allow for hybrid
meetings. Please contact Pastor Bart or Sue
Gjerset if you plan to meet in a hybrid meeting
so we can make sure the equipment is available.

A special note to anyone leading a group:
Please remember not all members of your
group may be comfortable or ready to meet
in person. Before you schedule an in-person
meeting, please check with your participants
individually about their comfort level. If there
is someone who is not yet comfortable meeting

Again, we thank you for your continued flexibility
and patience as we navigate this unique
time. If you have any questions, feel free to
reach out to anyone on the Re-Entry Team:
Anne Klueh, Al Greimel, Bev Heise, Jane
Propsom, Pastor Mary, and/or Pastor Bart.

•

Adult Faith Formation will meet from
9:30–10:15 am and will have a hybrid
option so someone can attend either
in-person or online.

Supportive Housing

T

he Supportive Housing Committee
has been rewriting our mission
statement and defining our purpose
and goals for the next year. We support
organizations that provide affordable housing
and services to those in need financially
(through your generous support of Oak
Grove’s budget) and through time and talent.
We will be providing education opportunities
for our committee and the church as a whole. We
also will be providing advocacy opportunities.

what to say on a proposed bill or issue. A
personal message is always best, but a
scripted message is also effective. Please
make a phone call.

Advocacy is defined as any action that
speaks in favor of, recommends, argues for a
cause, supports or defends, or pleads on behalf
of others. The legislature is in session until
the end of May. Many decisions will be made
about bonding, the state budget, and the surplus.

There are two events coming up with our
partner organization, Aeon, that you may be
interested in. Aeon has hired a new President
and CEO. He is Dr. Eric Anthony Johnson.
From 2018–2020, he was the Community
Development Director for the City of Bloomington.
There he led the creation of the City’s opportunity
housing ordinance and its $15 million affordable
housing trust fund. He will be giving a virtual
town hall on March 15, at noon. Aeon calls
these their “Chats from Home.” Register here
for this virtual townhall.

The Supportive Housing Committee will be
including in the weekly announcements actions
to be taken concerning affordable housing. It
is effective to contact your representative and
senator for state causes and your council
person for city causes. Most legislators prefer
email but often a phone call is an easy way
to communicate. We will provide a script of

The second event Aeon is sponsoring is their
Beyond Bricks & Mortar Breakfast on
Thursday, May 5 from 7:00 to 8:30 am. It is
a free breakfast with a presentation of
what Aeon does to provide housing, and
supportive services. If interested in joining
some of our committee members contact Joey
Oslund or Nancy Hauser.
MARCH 2022
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Afghan Partner Family & Refugees

A

s Oak Grove has worked to be a
good partner to our Afghan family,
there has been reminiscing of other
resettlement work in Oak Grove’s past. Over
the years families from Somalia, Laos and
Russia have shared their journeys with us,
enriching us with their relationships.

Here is information provided by Minnesota
Department of Human Services, Operation
Allies Welcome – Minnesota, as of 2/01/22:

Many of us were online to meet Haroon,
Sakeena, Zullakha and Sabera during our
Feb. 6 Adult Faith Formation! With thanks for
the skills of Nez’s interpreting, we took the
time for free conversation, an opportunity
none of us had really had previously. We
learned a lot! We heard about the unimaginable
terror of their exit, their two months-long
stops before arriving in Minnesota, their wish
to “stop getting shot here.” Clinic visits each
week have included needles — where Haroon’s
humor had the chance to shine — and the
70+ hours per week that Haroon’s new job is
occupying. This family shared their ongoing
sorrow at leaving family behind, attempts to
stay in touch there, and gratefulness for the
partnership with Oak Grove. For all of us, a
chance to be witness to and learn again from
the age-old story of newcomers to this country
and the specific experiences of this family.
We are thankful to the many Oak Grove folks
who continue to make donations of time, money
and/or gift cards! We can still use your help,
too, just let us know if you’re interested. As you
may have read in the paper, February had an
especially large number of new families arrive
due to military bases clearing refugees by Feb. 15.
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•

Minnesota has welcomed 976 Afghan
evacuees (300 families) since September
2021

•

53% are children 18 or younger

•

45% are 19–50 years of age

Volunteer help is still needed! Serve as
an AmeriCorps member with the Refugee
Response Initiative (RRI) to support Afghan
refugees. RRI AmeriCorps members get paid
the equivalent of $15/hour, earn money to
pay off student loans, and have the option of
serving full- or part-time.
Help with new arrivals which may include
volunteering at a hotel where newcomers first
stay awaiting more permanent housing, delivering
meals, sorting donations, playing in rec area,
accompanying field trips. If interested, please
contact Suzi Kissinger of the Salvation Army.
All volunteers must have a background check
and complete a short online training.
For more information on our state’s efforts,
please visit https://bit.ly/33BIjBF. In the links
you will find many ways to make donations,
including Amazon or Target online lists. Any
connections for affordable housing and jobs
are, of course, highly desired!

Update on Voting Rights
Submitted by the Social Justice Committee

T

he Social Justice Committee continues
our focus on voting rights. See our
articles in the Oak Leaves from
March through August last year, describing
ways some states have attempted to deliberately
reduce the ability for minorities to vote.
According to the Brennan Center, efforts to
restrict participation in elections by minorities
has increased.
There are currently two bills in congress that have
been stalled. The Brennan Center describes
these bills: “The Freedom to Vote Act is a
broad package of voting, redistricting, election
security, and campaign finance reforms that
would ensure minimum national standards
for voting access for every American. It
would also prevent partisans from sabotaging
election results. The John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act would prevent
discriminatory practices and rules in voting
from being implemented in states and localities
where discrimination is persistent and pervasive,
protecting access to the vote for all eligible
voters, regardless of race, color, or membership in
language minority groups. And it would restore
voters’ ability to challenge discriminatory
laws nationwide.”

to the team seems to be more important than
rational
discussion
and
open-minded
acceptance of facts. With the popularity of
social media and online news, we can now
tailor our news to fit our own ideology and
views of the world, which furthers the divide
between parties.
Jesus’ ministry was political! He worked
to dismantle systems of oppression. His
message was as counter-cultural then as it is
today. Early Christians, instead of siding with
the economic and political powerbrokers of
the day, listened to the Apostles and disciples
and recognized the value in what they were
preaching for society. Presbyterians have not
been silent on the issue of voting rights and
have a long history of advocacy in this area. For
more information see: PC(USA) Resources
on Voting Rights/Fighting Voter Suppression/
Voter Education.
The Social Justice Committee deeply values
democracy, where every citizen can freely
and easily exercise their right to vote. May
we, too, have the courage of early Christians,
to seek the truth, challenge voter suppression,
and advocate for the “least of these.”

In our observation, our society has become
polarized with a “team mentality” where loyalty

MARCH 2022
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There’s Nothing Like Clearwater
Submitted by Pastor Mary Koon

P

resbyterian Clearwater Forest holds
a special place in my heart. My
experiences at the camp/retreat center
have been deeply nourishing for body, mind
and spirit. For me, there’s nothing quite like
Clearwater!
I was first introduced to the camp and retreat
center when I was invited to visit during firsttimers camp my first summer at Oak Grove.
During that visit, I enjoyed a cookout, played
a huge, active, all-camp game, and attended
evening worship with the young campers.
Even a quick overnight felt uplifting!
There’s a place for all ages at Clearwater,
and something for everyone. I have had the
honor of being part of the camp in a variety of
ways. I served on the board for one year, as
chaplain to the counselors another year,
facilitated Women Retreats, both for Oak
Grove and Chrysalis, facilitated the Oak
Grove Men’s Retreat and organized a “Girl
Power” option week one summer.
Of the multiple memories that nourish my
soul, I will share two of my favorites. One
year (2015 maybe) I was invited to serve as
chaplain for the counselors one week during
summer camp. I stayed for half a week, and
in addition to being present to counselors for
conversation and prayer, my ministry included
joining a small group of children during Bible
Study time and sharing a message at morning
worship. The counselors were awesome, and
welcomed my presence at meals and activities,
and told me where the best jogging paths
could be found.
One task of the chaplain was to offer a devotion,
discussion, and prayer time for the counselors
after the children had lights out. One counselor
from each group would come to the meeting
and one would stay with kids, and the groups
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switched the following night. On my way to
camp, I thought it would be the hospitable
thing to bring a little treat for the counselors
to enjoy during their “child-free” time, so I
purchased a couple bags of Tootsie Rolls
and Licorice – non melting candy. The first
night I read Jesus’ story of the Sower and the
Seeds and then a children’s book about
planting seeds of beauty in the world. (It was
Miss Rumphius, the same book Pastor Bart
shared in worship a couple of weeks ago!)
The counselors were receptive, faith-filled,
fun, talkative…and hungry. The candy meant
to last through a few sessions was devoured
in a few minutes. The next day, during free
time, I found my way to a mini-mart and
stocked up again!
At the start of my sabbatical in 2018, I facilitated
a Girl Power camp week for young women in
middle and high school. It was the end of my
year on the board, and as a board, we decided
to try a few “specialty” camps that summer.
Girl Power was designed to offer new
experiences to girls, build self-esteem, and
introduce faithful, strong, passionate women
as mentors. During the week, the girls
worked with Lance, the facilities director, to
build raised beds for the Hermitage using
power tools. Oak Grove’s Deb DeMeester
introduced the girls to watercolor painting,
and Melissa Miller (a colleague in faith
formation) helped them create a vision board.
Elizabeth Camp (yoga teacher/media director
at the Walker) shared yoga practice, essential
oils and told the story of her life in a very
vulnerable way. Bill Chadwick took the girls
out on a boat and we did a little fishing. Our
Bible study time focused on women in the
Bible. I was delighted to staff the craft room
during free time and brought supplies
(generously donated after our own VBS) for
children to make candles. At night, I shared a

Clearwater ‘continued
cabin at Grouse Circle with another board
member and a young woman who was
teaching photography. I cannot tell you how
grateful I am that the board allowed us to try
something new, I loved every moment.
Finally, I remember the final retreat of 2020
before the pandemic lockdown. I was happy
to facilitate the Oak Grove men’s retreat and
treasure the time I spent getting to know the
men of Oak Grove. I carry conversations that
I had with so many in my heart, particularly
the words and time with Bob Nesbitt and
Frank Bliss, who are so very missed.
The woods. The water. The people. The
presence of God. There really is nothing like
Clearwater and I encourage you all to make
plans to visit this summer. Grownups, please
look for ways to participate, whether it’s one of
our retreats (Men’s, Women’s, Intergenerational,
Creative Arts), Grands Camp, Open House
Day, or the Chrysalis women’s retreat. Kids,
check out the camp this summer! We (the
church) believe so strongly in the church
camp experience that we will pay 100% of
your child’s first time at camp. We also have
generous scholarships available for those in

need. If you have questions about camp for
kids, scholarships or anything else, please
reach out!
Please consider donating to the Oak Grove
Clearwater Forest Capital Campaign if you
are able by going to oakgrv.org and clicking
on the “Donate” button. To share your own
Clearwater story, please contact Larry Pearson.
We’d love to hear from you!

MARCH 2022
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WANT TO BRIGHTEN
SOMEONE’S DAY?

CHANCEL FLOWERS
FOR 2022

The Deacons are starting a new project
with the Sunday flowers at church. We
thank those who order flowers to brighten
our sanctuary every Sunday! We are
happy that those who order can bring
these flowers home.

Every week beautiful flowers grace
the Sanctuary. The contribution can be
in honor of someone, in memory of
someone who has died, in celebration
of milestone events or as thanksgiving
for friends and family. Your dedication
will appear in the Sunday bulletin for
your chosen date.

However, if you would prefer, the
deacons will bring them to someone
on our prayer list to brighten their day.
Please just let the office know and we'll
take care of the rest. This is another
way for Oak Grove to reach out and
support each other! Questions? Contact
Sandy Crum (952-715-1252).

There are two arrangements available
each Sunday at a cost of $30 each.
Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504
or urbanfields2.1@q.com to sign up
and reserve your special date.

OAK GROVE HAS BEEN CHOSEN AS A NATIONAL
RUNNER UP FOR LEADERSHIP & SUSTAINABILITY
Oak Grove is one of 12 national Interfaith Power &
Light (IPL) 2022 Cool Congregations Challenge
awarded a $500 runners up award. The annual
contest accepts applications from religious
congregations around the United States who
are doing work to address global warming by
reducing their carbon footprint as they create
models of sustainability within their communities.
Thanks to John Crampton, Pdon Pinkham, Bob
Gerdes and the entire Green Committee for
their great work!
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Have you noticed great helpers?

T

he Friendship Committee invites you
to help us celebrate those who work
hard to make our community safe
and welcoming and loving! We invite Oak
Grove members and friends to submit names
of organizations in our community that model
the concept of being a good neighbor.
Our committee will choose from the entries
each month and will deliver a note and/or
token of thanks from Oak Grove. For example,
perhaps organizations like a local school,
Covid-clinic staff, a station’s firefighters, etc.
would be identified for a specific action/
interaction and we’d deliver some small
snacks, pens, etc.
With our THANKS, GOOD NEIGHBOR! Initiative,
on behalf of Oak Grove, we hope to recognize
and encourage those who put extra effort into
our community. Nominate an organization
by filling out this online google form:
https://bit.ly/36qRMNb or by calling the church
office and sharing your idea for the
volunteer to place in the Friendship Committee’s
mailbox. Thank you!
THANKS, GOOD NEIGHBOR! And thank
you Oak Grove Member-Who-Made-ThisNomination! In February we sent Oak Grove
recognition and thanks to the Bloomington
Lions Club for their ongoing generosity at
supporting transformational opportunities in
our community. Examples include funds
toward Leader Dogs and Can-Do Canines,
the Lions Eye Bank at U of M as well as Diabetes

Research there, and Camp Needle Point! Our
community is a better place because of them!
THANKS, GOOD NEIGHBOR! In March, we
are celebrating the Refugee Resettlement
Staff at the Minnesota Council of Churches.
In co-sponsoring a family with them, Oak
Grove has experienced some of the very
important work they do to assist families and
their cosponsor groups! In the face of
overwhelming numbers and need and given
changing rules and timelines, this staff of
coordinators, case workers, home-finders,
employment and cultural guides and all
those that support the “out front” work are
persevering, finding and sharing hope when
despair might threaten to be easier.

While the people who are their clients are
pretty amazing, the work of this staff is often
what enables the clients to find their way
from the “landing here” chaos to the steadiness
of home and work and a future with possibilities.
We appreciate that this staff helps to make
our community a safe and welcoming and
loving place.

Ash Wednesday Services
12–12:30 pm: In-person only
6:30–7:00 pm: In-person and live-stream

MARCH 2022
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Oak Grove Columbarium

S

pring will be here soon and planting
for the wildflower garden surrounding
the Columbarium and Memorial Wall
will begin. This will be the last piece of our
peaceful final resting place and memorial
created for members and family members.
The Columbarium is made of granite and
limestones. It consists of 100 niches, 50 on
each side. Several have already been sold. A
niche can hold the cremains of 1 or 2 people.
The size is 8”x8”. Cremains are placed in a
bronze box and that box is placed in the
niche. The outside plaque has the inscribed
name(s), the birth year and year of death of
the individual(s) placed inside. The price of a
niche is $2,600.
There is also a Memorial Wall in place between
the nursery door and sanctuary door on the
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south side of the church building. Each
plaque will hold four names, birth year and
year of death for each individual. The price to
place the name of your loved one on this wall
will be $250.
There are guidelines in place as to who may
be placed in a niche or on the Memorial Wall.
This is a sacred resting place on our church
property for family and friends to meditate
and remember loved ones and to enjoy the
beauty of God’s creation.
If you are interested in purchasing a niche or
placing a name on the memorial wall, please
contact Connie Nesbitt at 612-702-0684 or
nesread@hotmail.com. There is additional
info on the church website:

https://www.oakgrv.org/columbarium/

Fellowship Opportunities
Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.
Men’s Fellowship: March 1

Singles Fellowship: March 14

First Tuesday at Noon

Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships.

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP.

Soul Sisters: March 14

Ladies Who Lunch: March 16

Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Third Wednesday at Noon

We will gather at church for a time to check
in and share fellowship and support. No
RSVP is needed.

We will meet at the home of Bev Heise
(9850 Colorado Rd) to discuss the book
"Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff,
Christ's Childhood Pal" by Christopher
Moore.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Please contact Jane Jacobson
at 612-267-9068.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Men’s Mentor Group: March 17

Girl Talk: March 27

Third Thursday at 8:00 pm

Fourth Sunday at 3:00 pm

Join with other men of Oak Grove at church
to discuss a topic of interest, explore and
encourage one another in our faith, and
share joys and concerns. The group is open
to all, no RSVP is needed.

No agenda, just time to be together, catch
up, share concerns and support one another.
We always welcome new faces. No RSVP
is needed. Location: TBD
Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Bart.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Every Thursday at 7:30 am
Join other Oak Grove men for a time of fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The group
meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437).

MARCH 2022
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Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer
Through
Jan. 31, 2022
Income YTD
Expense YTD
Income – Exp

2022
Actuals
$127,568
$58,207
$69,361

Budget
$108,333
$61,010
$47,324

Act vs Budg
Fav/(Unfav)
$19,234
$2,803
$22,037

2021
Actuals
$99,084
$55,531
$43,553

Financial Summary: January Income was $19.2K higher than budget, while expenses were
under by $2.8K (Admin $1.4K, Personnel $1K, Tech $1K). The yearly surplus of $69,361 is
$22,037 better than expected. A great start to the year!

Significant Anniversaries:
1, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30+ years
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Jacques Chassé &
Cecelia Laurie
(35 years on March 14)

Karen & Mark
Rysavy
(50 years on March 25)

Catherine & Kent
Randol
(71 years on March 25)

Al & Ev
Gebhard
(53 years on March 29)
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Condolences to Family and
Friends of:
Chris Diller’s grandmother, Betty Diller, died Jan. 28.
Lynda Mielke died Jan. 28 at 69 years.
Amanda Fineran’s friend, Mike Galer, died Jan. 29 at
47 years in Sioux Falls, S.D.

Pastor Bill Chadwick’s brother-in-law, Dr. Mark Jacobson,
died Feb. 11 at 70 years.
Mattie Hawley’s brother-n-law’s father died.

March Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.

1: Rosalie Johnson
2: Dave Johnson
5: Stephen Tolvstad (87), Eman Boateng,
Becky Dop
6: Margaret Comstock (94),
Pastor Bart Roush

19: Myles Johnson (8), Greg Wenz,
Nancy Hauser, Allison Wruck

20: Anne Campbell, Patsy Fisk
21: Meg Robles
22: Alexander Johnson (10)
23: Christie Rossow, Lynette Severson

7: Ruth Dukelow, Jane Propsom

24: James Robles

9: Maddie Rossow (12), Anne Byers,
Nana Kwarteng, Emma Wasko

25: John Kim

10: Jack Wenz (20)

11: Molly Fineran (8)
14: Seth Thomas
16: Dottie Norris (9), Cara Scotting (90)
17: Violette Gibson (14), Jim Lignell,
Connie Nesbitt, Laura Orr

27: Svea Kanne (101), Maren Karow,
Kathy Howell, Mike Ramirez

28: Fran Muller (88), Enid Lang,
Michelle Minea, Sue Powers
29: Jim Goodermont
30: Chuck Mikkelson

MARCH 2022
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Adult Faith Formation
SUNDAYS: 11:15 am to Noon

WEDNESDAYS: 7–8:00 pm

Please join us each Sunday morning for
interesting and informative presentations
designed to expand our minds and grow our
faith.

Adult WoW! will resume its schedule on
Wednesday, March 9!

March 6: TBD
March 13: Anne Klueh will talk about mental
health during Covid Times.
March 20: Pastor Bart Roush will talk about
Christian citizenship.
March 27: Simone Frierson, Voter Outreach
Director, from the Secretary of State Office
will present “Secretary of State 101.”
To join the Zoom Meeting
Link: https://bit.ly/3n1JnWe

Adults will participate in a five-week series
“The Time for Repair”, which is a curriculum
written by Rev. Anthony Jermaine Ross-Allam.
The materials explore the theological questions
around reparations for Afro-Americans.
There is no reading homework, but we will
ask participants to keep a journal to reflect on
the materials we read and view together
each week.
We hope that you will prayerfully consider
joining us on this journey, and will register
your interest with the church office so that we
can get you a journal designed to go with the
curriculum.
Please call the church (952-888-4621) or
email Mary at mkoon@oakgrv.org to let us
know if you plan to attend via Zoom.

Meeting ID: 880 2983 3201
Passcode: 383326

To join the Zoom Meeting
Link: https://bit.ly/3zA1Ded
For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and
use the ID and Passcode.

Meeting ID: 859 5577 2665
Passcode: 322197

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and
use the ID and Passcode.

Adult Bible Study
Join Pastor Bart and/or Pastor Mary each week on Thursdays (noon–1:00 pm) via Zoom
(https://bit.ly/2YttqhM) to look at the scripture that will be the basis for the sermon the
following Sunday. Feel free to bring and eat your lunch as we spend time together.
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Links are on the Oaks & Acorns Facebook page!

Children meet regularly with each other and
their teachers via Zoom every Sunday morning
and Wednesday evenings.
SUNDAY MORNINGS
Please join us for 30 minutes of story, prayer,
fellowship and activities. Meeting together on
Sunday mornings is an important way to
continue to nurture the faith of our children
and promote relationships in the church.

•

Preschool (3–5 year-olds) will meet with
Karen, Linda & Marleen (9–9:30 am)

•

Kindergarten–2nd graders will meet with
Laura Orr (9:30–10 am)

•

3rd–5th graders will meet with Sue
Greimel (9:30–10 am)

WEDNESDAYS: (6:30–7:00 pm)
Preschool–5th graders will have a fun time
with Anne and Cece Klueh singing, playing
games and learning more about God’s love for us.
Zoom link: https://bit.ly/3pZ872Y

Upcoming Children’s Events:

Feb. 26
Sledding at Brookside
Park (10:30 am)

March 26
Science Hike to
Moir Park

April 16
Easter Egg Hunt (3 pm)
in the church parking lot

Save the Date! Timberwolves & Twins Outings
Please note that these outings are tentative
based on Covid guidelines at the time.
Join fellow Oak Grovers on Sunday, April 10
to see the Timberwolves with KAT, Ant and
D’Lo, take on the Chicago Bulls. Tickets are
$31 and are in section 210. We will also
participate in the “fan tunnel,” greeting the
players as they go out for warmups.

We return to Target Field on Sunday, August
21 to cheer on the Twins versus the Texas
Rangers. We will be in section 302 rows 3–6
and tickets are $17.
Look for more info on these events in the
weekly bulletin or contact Ron Dubis (612868-9194).
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Tech Corner: Volunteers Needed to Create Wonderfulness
The Sound-Lights-Video Team (SLV) needs
people to help us create the wonderfulness:
the Sunday services everyone watches on
their phone, computer, or TV. It’s fun and
rewarding, and we need more volunteers on
our team.
Each week we have a team of three people:
a sound engineer, video engineer, and camera
operator, so you’ll always be with a couple of
SLV veterans. No prior experience is necessary,
and we will train you on how to use the various
equipment. The time commitment is whatever
fits for you, and can be one, two, or three

Sundays per month, from about 9:00 am until
noon.
To sit-in on a Sunday service to see what it’s
all about (a “job shadow”) or to join the SLV
Team, contact Tech Committee chair Pierce
Flanagan (pierce.a.flanagan@gmail.com) or
SLV Guru’s Mac Davis, Randy Dop, Gordon
Goodwin, or Greg Johnson.
Join the SLV Team or just come and sit-in on
a service! You’ll wonder why you didn’t do it
sooner.

An Evening with Nadia Bolz-Weber
Join us on Monday, May 2 (7:00 pm) to re-align
our spirits and re-ignite the leadership of people
of faith and church leaders alike. We will hear
a fresh presentation from New York Times
Best-selling author, Nadia Bolz-Weber,
whose authenticity of faith and willingness to
look at the raw and unvarnished challenges
head on still helps us find a word of promise.
What better reason to get out with your Oak
Grove family?
The event is at St. Andrew Lutheran Church
in Eden Prairie. If we can get a group of at
least 10, we could get a discount on the $30
tickets, but if we get more than 25, the
discount is even better.
If you are interested in attending, please contact
the church office (952-888-4621) and add
your name to the list. No money needs to be
collected at this time, but we ask that you
call no later than Monday, Feb. 28 so we
can order our block of tickets. Once we know
the ticket amount, we will be in touch.
For everyone’s safety, all guests are asked
to be fully vaccinated to attend. Organizers
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are monitoring the pandemic closely and will
abide by local guidelines including the need
to wear masks as we approach the date of
the event.
For those interested, but unable to attend,
virtual tickets ($30) are available. Virtual ticket
holders can attend the event live or watch on
-demand for one week following the event.
For more information on this event and Nadia
Bolz-Weber, please visit: https://bit.ly/3JF1tGn.

